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EEPORT  ON  PUBLIC  RECORDS.  [Jan. 


Upon  issuing  the  first  report  of  this  Commission,  the  Hon. 
Carroll  D.  Wright  tendered  his  resignation  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  who  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint  me  his  suc- 
cessor, and  upon  the  5th  day  of  July  I  entered  upon  my 
duties  under  the  above  Resolve. 

As  the  work  upon  the  lirst  report  was  not  completed  until 
June,  and  this  report  was  of  necessity  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  printers  in  December,  it  contains  the  record  of 
the  work  of  but  about  five  months,  much  of  which,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  work  of  a  preliminary  character,  will 
not  tihow  results  until  later.  The  work  up  to  the  time  of 
issuing  the  first  report  had  been  that  of  investigation,  and, 
based  u[)on  tiie  information  obtained,  the  work  has  been 
continued. 

The  greatest  need  of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
records  was  in  the  towns,  and  attention  was  first  directed  to 
those.  - 

Town  Records. 

The  word  town  in  this  report,  as  in  the  Resolve  establish- 
ing this  Commission,  is  intended  to  include  cities,  unless  the 
context  shows  that  it  applies  to  towns  only. 

Chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  as  follows  :  — 

Sect.  2.  The  county  commissioners,  city  governments,  and 
selectmen  of  the  respective  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  shall  have 
all  books  of  public  record  or  registry  belonging  thereto  substan- 
tially bound,  and  all  papers  and  documents  within  their  respective 
departments  duly  filed  and  arranged  conveniently  for  examination 
and  reference,  and  shall  also  cause  such  of  said  records  as  may 
be  left  incomplete  by  any  clerk  or  register  to  be  made  up  and 
completed  by  his  successor  from  the  files  and  usual  memoranda  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  certified  and  preserved  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  same  effect  as  if  the  same  had  been  done  by  the 
officer  who  left  them  incomplete. 

Sect.  4.  City  governments  and  selectmen  shall  provide,  at  the 
expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  fire-proof  safes  of 
ample  size  for  the  preservation  of  books  of  record  or  registry  and 
other  important  documents  or  papers  belonging  to  such  cities  or 
towns  ;  and  the  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  shall  keep  in  the  safe 
so  i)rovided  all  such  books,  papers,  and  documents  at  all  times 
pxcei)t  when  they  are  wanted  for  use. 
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Sfxt.  7.  When  the  records  of  a  county,  city,  or  town  are  be- 
coming worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible,  the  county  commissioners, 
city  government,  or  selectmen  shall  have  fair  and  legible  copies 
seasonably  made.  .  .  .  and  such  copies  shall  be  certified,  by  the 
register  or  clerk  of  the  office  in  which  they  are  made,  to  be  true 
copies  of  the  originals,  and  shall  be  preserved  in  like  manner  as 
the  original  records,  papers,  and  documents  of  the  place  for  which 
they  are  made. 

Sect.  12.  Registers  of  deeds  and  the  registers  and  clerks  of 
courts,  cities,  and  towns  shall  keep  all  records  and  documents 
belonging  to  their  respective  offices  in  their  sole  custody,  and  shall 
in  no  case,  except  upon  summons  in  due  form  of  law  or  when  the 
temporary  removal  of  records  and  documents  in  their  custody  is 
necessary  or  convenient  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
courts  or  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
cause  or  permit  any  record  or  document  to  be  removed  therefrom. 

Sect.  14.  The  legal  custody  of  the  books  of  record  and  other 
documents  of  the  ancient  proprietors  of  townships  or  common 
lands,  when  such  proprietors  have  ceased  to  be  a  body  corporate, 
shall,  unless  they  have  made  other  legal  disposition  thereof,  be 
vested  in  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  lands  or  the 
larger  portion  of  them  are  situated ;  and  if  such  records  and 
documents  are  in  the  possession  of  any  other  person,  such  clerk 
shall  demand  the  same. 

Sect.  15.  When  a  church  or  religious  society  ceases  to  have 
a  legal  existence,  and  the  care  of  its  records  and  registries  is  not 
otherwise  provided  by  law,  the  person  having  possession  of  such 
records  or  registries  shall  deliver  them  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  oi 
town  in  which  such  church  or  society  was  situated,  and  such  clerk 
may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  1G.  Every  county,  city,  and  town,  for  eacli  month  it 
neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  this  chapter, 
shall  forfeit  twenty  dollars ;  every  register  or  clerk  who  neglects 
or  refuses  to  perform  any  such  duty  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence 
ten  dollars  ;  every  person  who  takes  and  carries  away  any  book  of 
record,  paper,  or  written  document  belonging  to  the  records  or 
files  of  any  county,  city,  or  town,  except  as  is  provided  in  section 
twelve,  or  who  defaces,  alters,  or  mutilates,  by  mark,  erasure, 
cutting,  or  otherwise,  any  such  record,  paper,  or  written  docu- 
ment, shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifly  dollars  ;  and  every 
person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk  entitled  by  law  to 
have  possession  of  books  of  record  and  other  documents  men- 
tioned in  the  two  [)receding  sections,  wrongfully  detains  the  same, 
shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars. 
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Inquir}^  was  immediately  made  in  each  city  and  town,  to' 
ascertain  how  far  those  provisions  of  the  statute  were  com- 
plied with;  and  the  result  revealed  a  condition  of  affairs 
needing  immediate  attention.  While  many  of  the  cities  and 
towns  have  shown  great  interest  in  the  care  of  their  records, 
there  are  very  many  where  the  statute  is  mainly  disregarded. 
Twenty  towns  were  reported  as  having  no  safes,  twelve  as 
having  worthless  ones  which  the  clerks  would  not  use,  and 
fifty-two  as  not  having  sufficient  safe-room  for  all  records 
and  papers.  The  selectmen  of  each  of  the  above  towns 
were  immediately  written  to,  and  their  attention  was  called 
to  the  matter.  In  considering  the  matter  of  sufficiency  of 
safe-room,  many  have  not  considered  the  valuation  lists, 
collectors  records,  and  records  of  the  various  boards,  as 
records  wdiich  should  be  kept  in  the  town  safe  ;  so  that 
there  are,  undoubtedly,  more  towns  not  having  sufficient 
safe-room  for  all  records.  This  part  of  the  subject  is  con- 
sidered elsewhere  in  the  report. 

Old  records  containing  evidence  that  may  at  any  time 
become  of  great  importance  to  a  town,  if  not  already  lost, 
are  scattered  about  in  attics  of  poorhouses,  on  shelves  of 
grocery  stores,  and  in  similar  places.  Even  when  con- 
sidered by  their  custodians  to  be  reasonably  well  cared  for, 
they  are  carefully  packed  away  in  places  where  their  escape 
from  loss  by  fire  is  only  by  the  greatest  good  luck.  If  not 
burned,  they  are  liable  to  be  mutilated.  The  pages  contain- 
ing records  upon  which  one  of  the  towns  depended  for  its 
evidence  bearing  upon  a  matter  in  suit  have  been  torn  from 
an  ancient  volume.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Enfield,  N. 
H.,  prior  to  the  year  1853,  were  burned  in  a  grocery  store 
in  October  last,  although  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
1885,  passed  a  law  that  town  records  should  be  kept  in  fire- 
proof receptacles. 

Section  7  makes  peremptory  the  copying  of  records  wdiich 
*'  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegiljle  ;  "  yet  there  are 
very  few  of  the  older  towns  where  tliere  are  not  volumes 
which  are  crumbling  to  pieces  by  years  of  neglect,  which 
should  be  copied  immediately.  Volumes  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  having  the  dates  on  the  outer  edges  of 
the  pages,  are  l)eci)ming  almost  valueless  by  the  wearing 
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away  of  the  paper  and  the  consequent  obliteration  of  the 
dates. 

Papers  and  documents  are  not  arranged  as  required  in 
section  2.  Clerks  have  loaned  records  in  violation  of  sec- 
tion 12,  and  have  hesitated  to  assert  their  authority  in 
regard  to  the  records  of  the  proprietors,  as  required  by  sec- 
tion 14,  not  wishing  to  offend  persons  having  the  records. 
There  is  nothing  to  require  the  clerk  to  demand  the  records 
named  in  section  15,  and  nothing  to  require  that  they  be  put 
in  his  possession  unless  demanded.  In  this  case  the  law 
seems  to  be  at  fault  rather  than  the  officials,  although  any 
property  belonging  to  a  town  should  be  claimed  without 
special  authority. 

I  intended,  when  commencing  this  investigation,  to  report 
the  facts  as  ascertained  in  each  city  and  town,  but  found 
that  many  of  the  present  town  officers  to  wdiom  the  blame 
would  naturally  attach  for  the  existing  state  of  affairs  were 
in  a  degree  excusable.  They  had  received  the  town  property 
from  their  predecessors ;  the  current  records  were  in  good 
condition  in  a  safe,  and  the  old  records  had  not  been  l^rought 
to  their  notice.  In  some  cases  the  officers  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  town  in  town  meeting  to  incur 
the  expense  necessary  for  an  improved  condition  of  affairs. 
In  certain  towns  there  seemed  to  be  no  place  in  which  to 
locate  a  safe  where  it  would  be  of  easy  access  to  the  clerk. 
The  disposition  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  most  of  the 
selectmen  heard  from  to  move  in  the  matter,  and  in  justice 
to  all  it  has  seemed  best  not  to  particularize  in  this  report. 
To  the  selectmen  of  every  town,  however,  the  following  letter 
was  sent,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  subject  will  be  considered 
at  the  annual  town  meetings,  wherever  the  selectmen  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  act  before. 

Boston.  Nov.  11,  1889. 

Selectmen  of  . 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  chap- 
ter 37  of  the  Public  Statutes,  relating  to  public  records,  and  to 
chapter  190  of  the  Acts  of  1885,  and  chapter  202  of  the  Acts 
of  1887. 

Sufficient  information  has  been  received  from  the  several  cities 
and  towns  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  the  exception  rather  tlian  the 
rule  where  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  wholly  complied  with. 
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That  part  of  section  7  of  chapter  37  whicli  obliges  the  cop3nng 
of  records  which  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible,  is 
almost  wholly  disregarded  in  the  older  towns. 

Under  the  requirements  of  section  4,  provision  should  be  made 
for  suflicient  safe-room  for  all  records  and  important  papers,  in- 
cluding old  valuation  lists,  records  of  the  treasurers,  collectors, 
school  committee,  and  any  boards  keeping  records  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  the  event  of  the  copying  of  the  ancient  records,  it  should  be 
done  by  experts  who  are  familiar  with  the  peculiar  characters  and 
abbreviations  used  in  such  records.  Some  copies  have  been  made, 
which  from  their  inaccuracies  are  worse  than  useless. 

I  trust  that  you  will  take  immediate  action  toward  carrying  out 
the  plain  requirements  of  the  law. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  T.  Savan, 

Commissioner. 

A  similar  letter  made  applicable  to  cities  was  sent  to  the 
mayor  of  each  city. 

Several  towns  have  at  my  instigation  already  provided 
safes  ;  others  have  the  matter  of  a  safe  or  vault  under  con- 
sideration ;  many  are  copying  parts  of  their  records,  and 
several  of  the  selectmen  have  by  letter  or  in  interviews 
promised  to  move  in  the  matter.  This  is  very  gratifying 
and  encourafijino:. 

]\Iuch  of  the  neglect  to  comply  with  the  statutes  in  the 
towns  of  large  area  has  been  because  of  the  inconvenience 
of  having  but  one  town  office  and  safe.  The  centre  of  the 
town  and  the  centre  of  population  are  often  different.  The 
clerk,  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  the  chairman  of 
the  assessors,  and  the  collector,  may  live  in  four  diifcrent 
parts  of  the  town,  and  the  town  hall  and  safe  may  be  mid- 
way between  them  all,  and  convenient  to  none. 

Section  4f  before  referred  to,  says  that  the  selectmen 
shall  provide  safes  for  the  preservation  of  books  of  record 
and  registry,  and  important  documents  and  papers  belong- 
ing to  the  town,  and  the  clerk  shall  keep  in  the  safe  so  pro- 
vided all  such  books,  papers,  and  documents.  The  Legisla- 
ture evidently  intended,  when  the  Act  of  1857  which  this 
section  perpetuates  was  passed,  that  the  town  records  should 
have  one  custodian,  —  the  town  clerk.    The  provision  was 
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a  wise  one,  as  fixing  the  responsibility  for  tlie  records,  and 
as  putting  them  in  the  care  of  the  officer  likely  to  be  more 
permanent  in  his  office  than  other  town  officials.  But  where 
the  towns  are  of  very  large  area,  it  is  not  feasible  to  keep 
the  various  kinds  of  current  records  in  one  place, — in  the 
innnediate  care  of  the  town  clerk.  In  such  cases  the  only 
safety  for  the  records  seems  to  be  to  provide  (which  does 
not  necessarily  mean  purchase,  for  room  in  the  best  of 
vaults  is  often  hired)  safes  for  the  various  officers  using  the 
various  kinds  of  records,  and  for  the  clerk  to  keep  a  cata- 
logue of  all  the  records,  and  by  frequent  inspection  know 
that  they  are  in  their  proper  places.  The  records  of  all 
kinds  not  in  current  use,  and  so  not  likely  to  be  missed  it' 
mislaid,  should  be  in  the  immediate  care  of  the  town  clerk. 
A  clerk  going  out  of  office  should  see  that  all  records  are 
transferred  to  the  care  of  his  successor,  and  if  records  were 
receipted  for  by  successive  clerks  the  loss  of  volumes  would 
be  prevented. 

Assessors  and  Collectors  Records. 
The  records  of  the  assessors  and  collectors  are  in  a 
pecuniary  way  the  most  valuable  to  the  State  of  au}^  of  the 
town  records,  but  are  the  records  most  neglected  in  the 
matter  of  preservation.  Consultation  with  man}^  of  the 
town  clerks  satisfies  me  that,  as  a  rule,  the  valuation  lists 
arc  not  considered  a  part  of  the  records  to  which  chapter  37 
of  the  statutes  applies.  They  are  often  considered  of  no 
value  after  the  taxes  are  committed  to  the  collector,  and  are 
found,  if  at  all,  in  out-of-the-way  places,  like  the  attics  of 
])arns  of  the  ex-assessors,  where  they  are  kept  only  because 
the  room  they  occupy  has  not  been  needed,  their  destruction 
or  loss  being  eventually  certain.  I  am  informed  b}^  a  pub- 
lic officer  that  valuation  lists  of  one  of  the  towns  were  in 
the  hands  of  a  dealer  in  second-hand  books,  but  a  .town 
official  when  notified  of  it  by  him  expressed  no  desire  to 
procure  them.  I  have  learned  that  the  records  were  sold  to 
a  person  who  afterward  offered  to  sell  them  to  the  town,  but 
they  were  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  persons  whose 
names  tcere  in  the  lists  icere  dead.  I  hope  to  recover  these 
records,  and  place  them  in  the  care  of  the  town. 
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Another  public  officer  tells  me  that  one  town,  which  he 
did  not  care  to  name,  did  not  for  several  years  make  any 
valuation  lists,  the  return  of  the  aggregate  valuation  to  the 
office  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  having  been 
made,  however.  Agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and 
Charity  have  found  instances  of  the  deliberate  and  inten- 
tional destruction  of  such  lists,  and  have  been  obliged  to 
pay  a  fee  to  see  those  in  possession  of  unauthorized  persons. 

The  records  of  the  collectors,  more  particularly  in  towns 
where  the  collector  is  not  a  salaried  officer,  are  seldom  in 
the  custody  of  the  town.  The  collectors  claim  that  they  are 
responsible  for  the  amounts  committed  to  them,  and  the 
record  of  receipts  and  abatements  in  their  books  is  the  only 
evidence  of  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties.  They 
consequently  claim  possession  of  the  records.  I  have  the 
testimony  of  both  the  Superintendent  of  In-door  Poor  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Out-door  Poor  that  the  inability  of  their 
agents  to  procure  and  produce  for  evidence  these  records 
w^orks  great  injustice  to  the  State,  and  between  towns,  in 
the  matter  of  settlement  of  paupers.  Without  the  record 
of  the  collector,  the  proof  of  the  payment  of  a  tax  is  want- 
ing, although  the  courts  in  such  instances  have  sometimes 
held  that  the  records  of  the  assessment  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  payment.  If  the  valuation  list  also  is  not 
accessible,  all  prima  facie  record  evidence  is  gone.  In 
such  a  case  the  State  becomes  burdened  with  the  support  of 
a  pauper,  or  a  town  which  has  complied  with  the  law  by 
keeping  and  preserving  its  records  which  show  that  the 
pauper  paid  a  tax  there,  becomes  chargeable  with  his  sup- 
port. A  dishonest  town  official,  an  ex-collector,  or  any 
person  who  can  gain  access  to  the  records,  can  destroy  all 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  a  pauper  properly 
chargeable  for  support  to  a  town.  This  emphasizes  the 
necessity  of  giving  the  town  clerk  sole  custody  of  all 
records,  and  of  making  him  responsible  for  them. 

By  chapter  110  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  the  Legislature  pro- 
vided that  "  every  collector  of  taxes  shall  keep  proper  books 
of  account,  including  a  cash  book  in  which  he  shall  enter  as 
they  are  received  all, sums  paid  to  such  collector,"  and  that 

all  books  kept  by  any  collector  of  taxes  by  virtue  of  this 
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act  or  of  any  other  provision  ot  law  sliall  be  furnished  at 
the  expense  and  be  the  property  of  the  city  or  town  in  whicli 
such  collector  holds  office."  This  would  seem  to  establish 
the  fact  that  the  Legislature  considers  these  part  of  the 
town  records ;  and  I  would  recommend  that  every  ex-col- 
lector, or  his  executors  or  administrators,  be  obliged  to 
deliver  to  the  town  clerk  all  records  pertaining  to  the  assess- 
ment or  collection  of  taxes  which  are  in  his  or  their  posses- 
sion, and  that  all  collectors  deliver  to  the  town  clerk  all  of 
their  records  except  such  as  are  in  present  use.  A  receipt 
from  the  town,  which  will  relieve  the  collector  and  his  bonds- 
men, can  be  easily  agreed  upon. 

Kecords  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

The  first  leii^islation  in  ^lassachusetts  in  resrard  to  the 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  was  in  1639,  and 
the  last  in  1889  ;  and  scattered  through  the  intervening 
years  there  has  been  legislation  tending  to  make  easier  the 
tracing  of  genealogy.  This  should  be  sufficient  proof  that 
the  State  considers  these  records  of  value  to  others  than 

cranks,"  as  some  of  the  custodians  term  the  searchers 
among  them.  That  they  have  not  received  the  care  intended 
or  required  by  the  statutes  is  lamentably  true. 

These  records  in  early  years  were  kept  in  any  convenient 
books,  large  or  small,  or  were  entered  indiscriminately  with 
other  records  at  the  end  of  a  volume  reversed.  JNIany  of 
these  records  are  lost  or  destroyed,  but  fortunately  a  copy 
of  many  for  a  certain  period  is  in  existence,  although  not  in 
the  towns  to  which  they  relate.  This  is  owing  to  the  fol- 
lo^vino•  lej^islation  :  — 

June  14,  1()42,  clerks  of  the  writs  were  orderect  to  record 
all  births  and  deaths,  and  deliver  a  return  of  the  same  yearly 
to  the  recorder  of  the  court  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction  in 
which  they  lived.  Nov.  3,  1G92,  every  justice  and  minister 
was  ordered  to  register  all  marriages  solemnized  "  before 
any  of  them,"  and  make  a  return  quarterly  to  the  clerk 
of  the  sessions  of  tlie  peace,  to  be  by  him  registered.  Dec. 
1,  17 IG,  every  town  clerk  was  ordered  to  give  in  a  list  of 
marriages  to  the  clerk  qf  the  sessions  of  the  peace,  annually 
in  April,  to  be  recorded.    From  the  31st  of  December, 
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178(),  these  were  to  be  returned  to  the  court  of  general 
sessions  of  the  peace,  and  this  act  continued  in  effect  until 
April  1,  1796. 

In  consequence  of  these  several  acts,  there  are  scattered 
through  the  records  of  the  courts  in  the  various  counties  fov 
those  periods  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  In 
the  office  of  the  city,  registrar  in  Boston  there  is  a  volume  of 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  covering  the  years 
from  1030  to  1()G6,  for  fourteen  towns  existing  at  that  time. 
(The  custom  of  recording  "  things"  at  Boston  probably  ac- 
counts for  this  volume.)  These  records  in  many  cases  are 
copies  of  the  records  which  have  been  lost  in  the  toAvns,  or 
which  have  become  almost  ol)literated  by  careless  handling. 
A  few  towns  have  made  copies  from  these  returns  in  the 
courts,  thus  supplying  what  they  had  lost.  These  records 
are  scattered  through  the  volumes,  some  of  which  are  in- 
dexed and  some  partially  indexed,  with  nothing  to  indicate 
that  the  index  is  incomplete,  thereby  misleading  a  searcher, 
and  making  it  an  almost  hopeless  task  to  find  a  particular 
record.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  State  cause  to  be 
copied,  printed,  and  placed  in  every  town,  the  records  of 
all  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  county  courts; 
and  I  heartily  approve  of  the  suggestion.  This  would  be 
a  record  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  all  the  ter- 
ritory settled  at  the  time,  excepting  such  as  were  recorded' 
in  volumes  which  are  missing.  As  all  of  the  court  records 
of  the  county  of  Barnstable,  excepting  those  of  the  probate 
court,  were  burned  in  the  county  buildings  Oct.  22,  1827, 
it  would  be  well,  for  the  sake  of  completeness,  to  include 
in  the  printed  volume  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  con- 
tained in  the  town  records  of  the  several  towns  in  that  county 
for  the  time  covered  by  the  court  records  in  the  other  coun- 
ties, and  also  to  include  those  recorded  in  the  volume  in  the 
office  of  the  city  registrar  in  Boston. 

Many  records  of  births  are  found  in  records,  even  of  the 
present  day,  where  the  Christian  name  is  omitted,  the  child 
not  having  been  named  at  the  time  the  record  was  made. 
Careful  town  clerks  take  pains  to  supply  the  name  before  the 
matter  is  forgotten,  and  its  importance  is  sufficient  to  war- 
rant calling  the  attention  of  all  clerks  to  it. 
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Searchers  are  often  troubled,  if  not  misled,  in  tracing 
genealogy  or  the  descent  of  property,  by  the  want  of  the 
record  of  the  maiden  name  of  a  deceased  married  woman, 
or  of  the  name  of  the  mother  of  a  deceased  child.  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  town  where  three  men  of  the 
same  name  hav^e  married  three  women  of  the  same  name, 
whose  identity  is  lost  by  the  Avant  of  the  record  of  their 
maiden  names.  This  diiSculty  can  easily  be  remedied  by 
including  in  the  returns  made  to  town  clerks  by  sextons  and 
undertakers,  and  in  the  town  clerk's  records  of  deaths,  the 
maiden  name  of  a  deceased  married  woman,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  a  deceased  child.  One  city,  at  least, 
already  requires  these  returns  and  makes  the  record. 

Proprietors  Kecords. 
The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  common  hinds  granted 
by  the  State  to  individuals,  which  ante-date  as  a  rule  the 
town  records,  have  been  sadly  neglected.  Persons  who 
have  chanced  to  obtain  them  have  retained,  and  in  some 
cases  do  still  retain  them,  although  in  violation  of  the  law  ; 
and  many  which  are  in  possession  of  the  towns  are  not  pre- 
served with  proper  care.  There  are  many  insttinces  where 
lands  have  come  down  by  descent  in  families  where  no  title 
is  shown  by  deeds,  and  in  such  cases  these  records  may 
become  of  the  greatest  importance.  Thanks  to  a  few  per- 
sons who  know  their  value,  usually  the  registers  of  deeds, 
the  county  commissioners  have  l)een  led  to  move  in  the  mat- 
ter of  copying  them,  as  provided  by  section  9  of  chapter  37 
of  the  public  statutes,  and  many  have  already  been  copied. 
Until  l)etter  provision  is  made  for  the  care  of  proprietors 
records  in  some  of  the  toAvns,  I  shall  not  insist  on  tlieir 
being  surrendered  by  the  persons  holding  them,  but  shall 
endeavor  to  have  them  copied  by  the  county  commissioners. 

Corrections. 

The  following  information  has  been  received  to  correct 
the  lirst  report  of  this  Commission.  In  Marshlield  and 
Revere,  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  indexed.  In 
AValtham  the  vohimc  'of  records  of  city  proceedings  was 
commenced  in  1885,  not  IH.St,  and  i.i  indexed.    Justice  to 
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the  clerks  demands  these  corrections.  Information  received 
which  is^u£plemen^ary  and  not  corrective  will  be  given  in  a 
subseouaentJ^epor  t . 

Church  Records. 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  terms  church,  parish, 
society,  and  congregation,  was  alluded  to  at  length  in  the 
first  report  of  this  Commission  (pp.  xxviii-xxx).  Wher- 
ever church  records  are  referred  to  in  this  report,^  the 
records  of  church,  parish,  and  society  are  included,  unless 
the  context  shows  that  they  relate  to  the  particular  records 
known  as  church  records.  Until  the  wisdom  of  ages  can 
discover  where  the  line  can  be  drawn  between  these  organi- 
zations, the  term  church  records  will  be  variously  under- 
stood to  relate  to  either,  or  all,  when  all  are  intended. 

I  assume  that,  as  the  statutes  provide  that  every  parish 
and  incorporated  religious  society  shall  annually  elect  a 
clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn,  they  are  expected  to  have 
records,  although  I  do  not  find  it  distinctly  set  forth.  As 
they  are  universally  kept,  however,  there  seems  to  be 
nothing  required  of  me  in  connection  with  these  records, 
except  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of  such  as  are  lost.  As  a 
step  in  that  direction,  I  inserted  the  following  advertisement 
in  the  leading  denominational  papers:  viz.,  Christian 
Register,"  "Christian  Leader,"  "Churchman,"  "  Congre- 
gationalist,"  "  Watchman,"  and  "  Zion's  Herald." 

CnuKcn  Records. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  on  Puulic  Records 
OF  Pauishks,  Towns,  and  Counties. 

9  Park  St.,  Boston,  Sept.  26,  1889. 

The  records  ofithe  existing  chnrcbes  named  below  are  reported 
to  this  office  as  missing  from  tlieir  proper  custody. 

Any  person  who  can  give  information  in  regard  to  these  missing 
records,  either  church,  parish,  or  society,  will  be  rendering  a  service 
to  the  community,  and  will  confer  a  favor  u[)on  the  undersigned  by 
sending  the  same  to  the  above  address. 

RouERT  T.  Swan, 

Covnnissioncr. 
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Existing  Churches. 

Amesbury,     .      .   Cong.,   One  vol. 

Andover,       .      .    Ballardvale  M.  E   .Prior  to  1863. 

Attleborough,       .   First  Cong.,   Prior  to  1740. 

Second  Cong.,   Part  of  vol. 

168G-1706. 

Barnstable,    .      .   Barnstable  M.  E.,   Prior  to  1870. 

Barre,    .      .      .   M.  E.,  .      .   Prior  to  1860. 

Beverly, .      .      .   Dane  St.  Cong.,   Prior  to  1868. 

Universalist,     •  .      .      .      .      .      .  '    .  1862-1866. 

Boston,  .      .      .    Christ  P.  E.,   1722-1806. 

Cottage  St.,  now  Pilgrim  Cong.  (Dorchester),  .  1846-1862^ 

First  Parish  of  Dorchester,  Unitarian,      .      .  Pi-ior  to  1636. 

Franklin  St.,  now  Central  Cong.,      .      .      .  Prior  to  1841. 

Presbyterian  (East  Boston)   Prior  to  1859. 

Pevere  St.  M.  E.,       .      .      .      .      .      .  Prior  to  1881. 

Temple  St.  M.  E.,   Prior  to  1873 

Braintree,      .      .    First  Cong.,  .      .  •   Prior  to  1825. 

Cambridge,    .      .   First  Parish,  Unit.,   Prior  to  1696. 

Canton,  .      .      .    First  Cong.  Parish,  Unit.,   1726-1797. 

Dedhara,       .      .   First  Parish,  Unit.,   1670-1724. 

Dennis,  .      .      .   M.  E-,  

Easton,  .      .      .   Washington  St.  M.  E.,       .      .      .      .      .  Prior  to  1861. 

Enfield,  .      .      .    Cong.,  .      .      .   Prior  to  1828. 

Essex,    .      .      .   First  Cong.,  .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .  Prior  to  1700. 

Falmouth,     .      .    First  Cong.,  «    .  Prior  to  1804. 

Grafton,.       .      .   Korth  Grafton,  M.  E.,   1841-1849. 

Great  Barrington,  .   Trinity  P.  E.,      .      .     '   184.5-1873. 

Groeutield,     .      .   Second  Cong   1817-1862. 

Harvard,       .      .   Baptist,        .  *   Prior  to  1776. 

Hawley, .      .      .   First  Cong.  (East  Hawley),       ....  1798-1803. 

Holden,  .      .      .   Cong.,   1828-1852. 

Ipswich,  .      .      .   First  Cong.,   Prior  to  1720. 

South  Cong.,   1865-1878. 

Lanesborough,      .   Baptist,   Prior  to  1833, 

Lynn,     .  _     .      .St.  Paul's  M.  E.,   1811-1885. 

Marion,  .      .      .   Universalist,   Prior  to  1844. 

Natick,  .      .      .    Natick  Cong.,   First  vol. 

M.  E.,   1836-1865. 

New  Bedford,       .   Acushnet  Cong.,   Prior  to  1828. 

New  Marlborough,    Hartsville  M.  E.,   1844-1858 

Newton,  .      .      .   Myrtle  Baptist   1874-1880. 

Pelham,  .      .      .   Cong.,   Prior  to  1862. 

Pittsfield,       .      .   Pittsfield,  M.  E.,   1791-1831. 

Provincctown,       .    Centre  M.  E.,      .      .      .      .      .      .      .  1795-1839. 

Stockbridge,  .       .    First  Cong.,   Prior  to  1850. 

Sturl)ridge,    .      .    Cong.,   1707-1801. 

Tolland,  .      .  Cong.,   Prior  to  1853. 

Ware,     .      .      .   First  Cong.,   1754-1759. 

Warcham,      .      .    M.  E.,   1826-1842. 

Weymouth,    .      .    Weymouth  and  Braintree  Cong   First  vol. 

Winchendon,  .      .    I'irst  Cong  ,   1762-1799. 

Windsor,       .       .    Chun  h  of  Clunst,  Cong.,   Prior  to  1846. 

Worcester,     .      .    Central  (\m<j;   One  vol. 

Wrentham,    .       .    First  Con-..  »   I'rior  to  1843. 
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The  following  church  was  omitted  from  the  li.st  of 
churches  in  the  first  report.  The  name,  *'The  Congrega- 
tional Parish,"  caused  it  to  be  confounded  with  the  Com^rc- 
gational  (Orthodox)  parish,  and  the  return  was  discarded 
as  being  a  duplicate.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  this  is 
the  only  church  in  the  State  reported  as  having  been  omitted. 


Town. 

County 

Distinguishing 

Denomi- 
nation 

Year 

in 
which 
Orsau- 

ized 

Eecokds 

Kind 

Yea  rs 
covered 

Condition 

Norton, 

Bristol 

{  The   Congrei,'a-  ) 
(     tional  Parisli  \ 

Unitarian 

17U  j 

Church 
Parish 

1714-18851 
1731-1885 

Good 
Good 

The  records  of  extinct  churches  need  attention.  Igno- 
rance of  the  law  has  been  the  excuse  of  many  for  retaining 
the  old  records  of  extinct  churches,  instead  of  putting  them 
in  possession  of  the  town  clerk.  The  clerk  is  not  required 
by  law  to  obtain  them,  and  many  have  consequently  been 
lost,  destroyed,  or  overlooked.  Some  elderly  people  have 
retained  such  records,  Intending  to  present,  as  they  term  it, 
the  town  with  its  pro[)erty ;  and  they  are  loath  to  give  them 
up  when  requested.  The  records  of  one  extinct  church  have 
been  burned  since  they  were  reported  in  1885,  in  the  dwell- 
ing of  a  person  who  had  retained  them  unlawfully. 

With  the  hope  of  bringing  the  lost  records  both  of  existing 
and  extinct  churches  to  the  attention  of  antiquarians,  gene- 
alogists, historians,  and  others,  who  possibly  might  have 
knowledge  of  them,  I  sent  to  historical  societies  in  this 
and  other  States,  and  to  well-known  persons  interested  in 
such  matters,  a  circular  similar  to  the  advertisement  men- 
tioned, includin^y  in  addition  the  names  of  the  follow iiii>; 
extinct  churches  whose  records  are  missing. 

Extinct  Churches. 

Abini^on,      .      .   Second  Advent,  

AU'ord,   .      .      .   M.  E   1807-181'i. 

Andover,       .      .    Baptist  1831-18:)7. 

Barnstahle,    .       ,    llyunni.s  M.  E.,  

Hyannii)  Wesleyan,  

Barre,     .      .      .    Universalist,  About  Ls")!.  . 


1  The  cliurcL  rt-cordd  fruiu  1714-184G  huve  been  copied. 
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P.erklcy,  . 
rerliii, 

lilaiulford, 


Bolton,  . 
Jjoston,  . 


Extinct  Chuhches 
Second  Cong., 


Continued. 


Bourne,  . 
Lraintree, 

Brinifield, 

Brockton, 
Brookficld,  . 
Cambridge,  . 
Charlton, 
Chelsea,  . 

Dartmouth,  . 

East  Brldgcwatcr, 

Egremont, 
l-:rving,  . 

Essex,  . 
1-all  River, 


Baptist,  

Beech  Hill  M.  E.,       .      .  ,  . 

Presbyterian  

IIill^^ido  Cong.  (Church  Records), 
High  St.  Baptist  (Charlestown), 
North  Baptist,  .... 
Tabernacle  Baptist  (Roxbnry),  . 
Tremont  Baptist,  .... 
Bethesda  Cong.  (Charlestown),  . 
Chambers  St.  Cong.,  .  . 
Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  Cong.  (Charlestown) 
Church  of  the  Unity,  Cong.  (South  Boston), 
Edwards  Cong.,  .... 
Free  Ch.,  Marlborough  Chai)el,  Cong 
Gartlen  St.  Cong., 
Green  St.  Cong.,  . 
Leyden  St.  ('ong., 
Mariners'  Cong.,  . 
Messiah  Cong.,  . 
Oak  Place  Cong., 
Payson  Cong.  (South  Boston), 
Salem  St.  Cong.,  . 
Salem  and  Mariners*  Cong., 
Samuel  Mather  Cong., 
School  St.  Cong., . 
North  Russell  St.  M.  E.,  . 
Richmond  St.  M.  E.,  . 
Riigglcs  St ,  . 
Indiana  St.  Unitarian, 
Thirteenth  Cong., 
Pocasset  Meth.  Prot.,  . 
First  Baptist, 
Second  Baptist,  . 
United  Brethren  (West  Brinifield), 

  (East  Brimiield), 

Bai)tist,  

M.  E.  (East  Brookfield),  . 
Allen  St.  Cong  ,  Unit., 

  (Leland's  Village), 

Broadway  M.  E., . 
St.  Andrew's,       .      .  . 
Baptist  (South  Dartmouth), 
Newtown  Meeting,  Friends, 
Satueket  Meth.  Prot.,  . 
Universal  ibt, 

Cong.,  

M.  E  

Universalist, . 
Christian  Society, 
Independent  Meeting  of  Friend 
Universalist,- 
Bil>Ie  Union, 
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Gardner, 
Georgetown,  . 


Gloucester, 
Groton,  . 
Groveland, 
Halifax,  . 
Hanson,  . 
HaverLiil. 

Hard  wick, 
Harwich, 

Heath,  . 

Hinsdale, 
Holland, 

Hopkinton, 
Lakeville, 
Lawrence, 
Lee, 


Leverett, 
Leyden, 
Lowell, 


Marion,  . 
Mcndon,. 
Nantucket, 
Natick,  . 
North  Adams 
Orange,  . 
Orleans,  . 
Otis, 

Palmer,  . 
Paxton,  . 
Russell,  . 
Sandwich, 
Shrewsbury, 

Spencer,  . 
Stonehara, 
Tisbury, . 
Warren,  . 
Westport, 
West  Springfield, 

West  Stockbridge, 
Whately, 

Wobum, 


EXTIN'CT  CHURCHES  —  Coucluded 

Cong  

Free  Baptist, 
Union  Society, 
Uuiversalist, 
Second  Uuiversalist,  . 
Presbyterian, 

Baptist  

Baptist,. 
Uuiversalist, 
Winter  St.  Cong., 

Methodist,  . 
Reformed  Methodist,  . 
Wesleyan  ISIethodist,  . 
Second  Cong,, 
Unitarian, 

M.  E  

Baptist, .      .  ... 
M.  E.,  . 

Presbyterian, 
Several  Baptist  Churches 
Trinity  Methodist, 
African  M.  E., 
African  M.  E.  Zion,  '. 
Unitarian,  . 
Baptist, 

Central  Baptist,  . 
Third  Baptist, 
Presbyterian, 
Methodist  Protestant,  . 
Evangelical  Cong., 
York  St.,  afterward  Pleasant  St.,  Ba 
Universalist, . 
Cong.,  ,      .      .  .. 
Methodist,  . 
Baptist, .... 
Baptist  (West  Otis),  . 
M.  E.  (East  Otis), 
Protestant  Episcopal,  . 
Cong.,  .... 
Union,  .... 
Puritan  Protestant  Episcopal 
Baptist,. 
Universalist, 
Universalist, 
Uuiversalist, 
South  Baptist, 

First  Universalist  of  Western 
Cong.,  .... 
Methodist,  . 
Protestant  Episcopal,  . 
Baptist, 
Methodist,  . 
Unitarian  Copg.  Soc,  . 
Universalist, 


ptist. 
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The  records  of  a  lari^e  number  of  extinct  chiirclies  were 
reported  in  1885  as  in  private  hands.  Each  city  and  town 
clerk  has  been  communicated  with  in  reference  to  these,  and 
asked  to  endeavor  to  obtain  them.  In  several  instances  at 
the  request  of  the  clerk  I  have  made  the  application  to  the 
person  holding  the  records,  and  they  have  been  delivered  to 
him.  Records  of  nineteen  of  the  above  extinct  churches 
have  already  been  put  into  the  custody  of  the  city  and  town 
clerks.  The  question  of  when  a  church  becomes  extinct  is 
an  open  one,  and  some  records  are  retained  by  persons 
claimins:  that  the  church  still  exists,  althouj^h  no  rcliirious 
meetings  are  held,  or  ever  will  be.  These  records  are 
almost  sure  to  be  eventually  lost,  and  it  is  well  worth  con- 
sidering whether  there  should  not  be  some  provision  ])y 
which  such  churches  could  be  dissolved. 

Several  churches  which  were  reported  as  extinct  in  1885 
because  the  church  edifice  was  unused,  or  meetings  had  been 
suspended,  have  resumed  meetings,  and  very  properly 
claimed  the  right  to  retain  the  records.  The  reporting  of 
these  as  extinct,  however,  has  resulted  in  some  cases  in  the 
looking  into  the  matter  of  their  records,  and  obtaining  some 
which  were  likely  to  have  l)een  lost. 

Sufficient  attention  has  not  been  given  to  the  safety  of 
church  records.  They  are  generally  kept  in  the  house  of 
the  clerk  or  pastor,  subject  to  loss  by  hre.  The  records 
of  twenty-four  are  reported  as  l)urned,  and  many  of  those 
reported  as  lost  were  undoubtedly  burned.  I  would  urge 
church  officers  to  see  that  the  ancient  records  especially  are 
phiced  in  fire-proof  receptacles,  and  that  such  parish  records 
as  really  constitute  the  record  of  tlie  town  in  its  early  years 
are  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  town,  pr-ovided  tlie  town 
lias  a  proper  place  in  ivliich  to  preserve  them.  I  wouUl 
renew  the  following  recommendation  of  my  predecessor  in 
regard  to  these  records:  ''Owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
records  which  in  reality  constituted  the  record  of  the  town 
in  its  earliest  period  of  existence  were  parish  records,  they 
have  in  many  cases  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
ligious society  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  the  parish, 
and  the  town  in  such  cases  has  no  record  in  its  possession 
prior  to  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  parish  and  town. 
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All  such  records  now  in  the  possession  of  parish  or  society 
ofiicers,  that  is,  where  the  parish  was  merged  in  the  town 
or  the  town  erected  out  of  the  parish,  should  be  copied 
l)y  the  town  and  the  records  kept  as  part  of  the  town 
records." 

Court  Records. 
I  have  visited  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts, 
except  in  Dukes  County  and  Nantucket.  Some  offices  are 
not  of  sufficient  size  for  the  most  convenient  arrans^ement 
of  I'ccords,  and  will  soon  be  wholly  inadequate  for  their 
proper  care.  Insufficient  room  is  poor  economy,  as  it 
means  unnecessary  handling  of  the  records.  The  later 
records  are  in  good  condition  and  the  older  are  well  pre- 
served, but  it  would  be  well  if  some  of  the  more  anci6nt 
volumes  were  copied.  The  files,  also,  are  in  good  condi- 
tion excepting  in  Bristol  County,  where  a  large  quantity 
are  decaying  in  a  promiscuous  pile  in  the  cellar  of  the  court 
house,  some  already  having  turned  to  dust.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  county  commissioners  has  been  called  to  this 
matter. 

In  Essex  County  the  older  files  have  been  arranged,  and 
many  papers,  some  bearing  date  of  1634,  have  been  arranged 
in  volumes  for  preservation. 

In  Hampshire  County  the  removal  to  the  new  county 
building  has  prevented  further  injury  to  some  of  the  vol- 
umes which  were  reported  in  1885  as  being  damaged  by 
excessive  heat.  The  removal  has  also  given  the  clerk  an 
opportunity  to  rearrange  and  put  the  files  in  most  excellent 
condition. 

In  the  office  in  Norfolk  County  there  are  ten  volumes  of 
plans  of  highways  which  were  not  included  among  the  vol- 
umes mentioned  in  the  first  report  of  this  Commission  in 
1885.  These  are  indexed  in  such  detail  as  to  make  them  of 
the  greatest  value  and  convenience.  There  were  also  many 
volumes  of  plans  of  location  of  railroads  which  were  omitted 
from  that  report. 

The  records  of  Plymouth  County  were,  for  some  unac- 
countable reason,  allo^Yed  to  be  neglected  in  such  a  way 
that  no  recoi-ds  in  the  supreme  judicial  court  had  been  ex- 
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tended  for  many  years  or  bound  since  1843.  None  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas  since  184G  had  been  Ijound,  and  those  in 
the  superior  court  had  not  been  extended  of  hite  years  or  bound 
since  1859.  These  are  now  written  up  to  date,  and  are 
being  bound  as  fast  as  possible.  My  visit  to  this  office  was 
made  just  prior  to  the  State  election,  and  the  clerk  who  was 
filling  the  office  by  appointment  of  the  court  did  not  feel 
warranted  or  encouraged  in  undertakino^  a  rearranofcment  of 
the  office  until  he  knew  he  should  be  able  to  finish  it.  The 
courthouse  not  being  fire  proof,  the  records  are  kept  in  a 
vault  which  is  already  fuller  than  it  should  be.  More  room 
is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  preservation  of  the  records, 
which  by  being  crowded  into  too  small  a  space  are  subjected 
to  unnecessary  wear. 

In  SulTolk  County  the  work  of  arranging  the  ancient  files, 
in  the  supreme  judicial  court  has  been  continued,  and  the 
records  and  files  of  the  superior  court,  which  were  reported 
in  1885  as  being  in  the  cellar  of  ths  court  house,  have  been 
taken  out  and  are  being  classified  under  the  supervision  of  the 
clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court.  The  accommodations  to 
be  furnished  in  the  new  court  house  are  greatly  needed  for  the 
rapidly  accumulating  records  and  files  of  these  courts. 

IvECORDS  OF  Notaries  Public. 
Notaries  pul)lic  were  authorized  by  the  constitution.  As 
early  as  1799  it  was  ordered  that  on  the  death,  resignation, 
or  removal  from  office  of  a  notary  public,  his  records  and 
official  papers  should  be  deposited  with  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  Upon  the  establishment  of  the  superior  court  in 
1859,  tluit  court  became  the  custodian  of  these  records. 
That  they  have  been  regarded  as  important  records,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  severe  penalty  imposed  upon  one  who  neglects 
to  deposit*,  or  who  destroys,  defaces,  or  conceals  them.  A 
notary  neglecting  to  deposit  his  records  after  his  resignation 
or  removal  is  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  an  executor  or  administrator  of  a  deceased 
notary  who  neglects  for  three  months  after  his  acceptance 
so  to  deposit  them  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars.  Whoever  knowingly  destroys,  defaces,  or 
conceals  the  records  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
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thousand  dollars,  and  be  liable  in  damages  to  any  party 
injured  thereby. 

These  provisions  of  law  were,  and  probably  are,  unknown 
to  the  majority  of  executors  and  administrators  who  should 
have  deposited  the  records  of  deceased  notaries.  Certain 
it  is  that  the  law  has  been  almost  a  dead  letter,  and  the 
number  of  volumes  of  these  records  in  the  offices  of  the 
clerks  of  the  courts  is  insignificant.  I  shall  attempt  by 
such  methods  as  seem  practicable  to  obtain  all  these  records 
which  are  in  existence,  and  I  trust  that  any  executors  or 
administrators  of  deceased  notaries,  who  are  hereby  informed 
for  the  first  time  of  their  duties,  will  deposit  any  such  records 
with  the  clerks  authorized  to  receive  them.  That  they  may 
be  of  value  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  report,  l)y  the  use 
made  of  some  of  the  early  ones  deposited  in  Essex  Count}^, 
in  connection  with  the  French  spoliation  claims.  , 

Probate  Records. 

T  visited,  also,  the  registries  of  probate  in  all  the  counties 
but  Dukes  County  and  Nantucket,  and  found  the  records 
and  papers  in  good  condition. 

In  Essex  County  the  building  of  the  new  court  house  has 
given  sufficient  room  for  the  rearrangement  and  classification 
of  the  files,  which  the  re^rister  is  makini?  in  a  most  ex'cellent 
manner. 

The  new  county  l)uilding  in  Hampshire  County  furnishes 
spacious  fire-proof  quarters  for  the  registry,  and  under  the 
appropriation  made  in  chapter  2G2  of  the  Acts  of  1881)  the 
register  is  arranging  and  indexing  the  older  files  and  papers. 

The  new  building  for  the  registry  in  Middlesex  County 
comes  none  too  soon,  if  soon  enough,  as  the  present  ofiice 
is  sui'o  to  be  full  by  the  time  of  its  com})letion. 

The  office  in  Plymouth  County  is  insufficient  for  the  pres- 
ent business  of  the  court,  and  the  increasing  business  will 
necessitate  some  radical  change  at  no  distant  day.  The 
building  is  not  fire-})ro()f,  and  all  records  and  files  must  be 
kept  in  a  vault  which  is  so  full  as  to  necessitate  the  piling 
of  files  U})on  the  floor.  Unnecessary  handling  is  the  result, 
leading  to  disarrangement  and  needless  wear  and  hibor. 
The  indexes  of  the  early  volumes  commencing  in  KkSO  are 
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defective,  and  I  would  recommend  tliat  an  appropriation  bo 
made  for  a  general  index  to  the  volumes,  as  was  done  for 
Hampshire  County  by  the  Act  of  1881),  before  referred  to. 

The  danger  of  pilfering  from  the  tiles  in  the  registries  of 
probate  has  been  called  to  my  attention,  and  I  have  con- 
sulted the  several  registers  in  regard  to  the  subject.  While 
generally  admitting  that  there  is  a  certain  insecurity  as  long- 
as  the  public  has  the  right  to  see  the  original  pa[)ers,  the 
numl)er  and  character  of  the  persons  consulting  them  is  so 
varied  in  the  dillercnt  offices  that  each  office  can  best  make 
its  own  plan  for  their  safety.  A  rule  in  one  of  the  regis- 
tries recjuires  that  the  papers  shall  l)e  procured  l)y  applica- 
tion to  the  desk,  and  before  l)eing  returned  to  the  shelves 
shall  be  compared  by  a  clerk  with  the  docket  entries.  This 
involves  in  the  larger  ofHces  considerable  labor,  but  seems 
to  be  the  only  plan  that  insures  absolute  safety. 

Records  in  Registries  of  Deeds. 

The  registries  of  deeds  in  shire  towns,  excepting  Edgar- 
town  and  Nantucket,  I  have  visited,  and  I  lind  nothing  to 
criticise  and  little  to  suggest  in  regard  to  the  records, 
beyond  the  reconmicndation  made  later  in  this  report  in 
regard  to  the  county  buildings,  under  the  heading  of  "  Fires 
and  ISafes."  AVliile  these  most  important  of  records  are 
l)robably  safe,  the  experience  in  Barnstable  in  1827  shows 
that  they  should  be  made  'absolutely  so. 

Classified  indexes  should  be  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep- 
tion in  the  registries,  as  the  saving  in  the  wear  of  the  vol- 
umes by  needless  handling  would  be  far  greater  than  the 
cost  of  the  indexes.  The  advantages  to  the  public  by  such 
indexes  are  too  apparent  to  need  specifying,  even  were  it 
within  my  province  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  form  of 
records  as  apart  from  the     custod}^  and  condition." 

iNIore  room  is  needed,  or  soon  will  be,  in  Plymouth, 
Middlesex,  (south  district),  and  Worcester  counties.  In 
Sullblk  County  an  unaccountable  decaying  of  the  leather  on 
the  backs  of  the  volumes  is  taking  place,  the  Russia  leidlier 
seeming  to  be  the  first  to  be  allected.  This,  coupled  with 
the  immense  amount  of  handling  to  which  these  volumes  are 
sul)jected,  has  made  it  necessary  to  put  new  backs  upon 
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many  of  them ;  and  thirteen  hundi'cd  nave  ah-cady  ])een 
repaired,  most  of  the  work  having  heen  done  at  night,  in 
the  registry,  as  they  were  in  constant  use  by  day. 

But  lew  copies  of  the  records  of  proprietors  of  common 
lands  have  been  found  in  the  registries,  except  in  Plymouth 
County,  where  the  register  has  kept  the  subject  in  mind,  and 
obtained  authority  of  the  county  commissioners  to  have 
.them  copied  whenever  he  could  prociu'e  them.  As  these 
copies,,  when  made,  are  by  law  to  be  deposited  with  the 
registers  of  deeds,  they  seem  to  be  the  proper  persons  to 
suf)ervise  the  copying ;  and,  the  attention  of  the  county 
commissioners  having  been  called  to  the  matter,  it  is  hoped 
that  they  will  authorize  the  copying  hy  the  registers  of  ad 
that  can  be  found. 

CouxTY  Treasurers  Records. 
The  present  records  of  the  county  treasurers  may  be 
more  properly  called  accounts,  and  as  they  for  the  past  ten 
years  have  been  seen  and  examined  by  the  commissioners  of 
savings  banks  or  the  comptroller  of  county  accounts,  it  is 
assumed  that  these  later  records  are  still  preserved  hi  good 
condition.  The  records  of  the  treasurers  were  among  the 
earliest  kept  in  ancient  years,  and  contained  miscellaneous* 
records  which  make  them  historically  very  important,  and  I 
shall  later  make  investigation  in  regard  to  them. 

Value  of  Records.  ' 
What  is  the  value  of  these  old  records  and  papers,  is  a 
question  often  asked.  To  many,  especially  to*those  engaged 
in  historical  and  genealogical  work,  it  may  seem  too  foolish 
a  question  to  be  answered  ;  but,  as  it  is  sometimes  asked 
by  persons  who  in  their  official  capacity  are  called  upon  to 
expend  public  money  for  the  preservation  of  the  records, 
find  who  ai'e  considering  the  equivalent  to  be  derived  from 
such  expenditure,  it  seems  proper  to  answer  it.  It  should 
be  a  sufficient  .answer  to  say  that  they  are  valuable  because 
the  State  has  recognized  their  value  ever  since,  in  1031), 
^'  iNIr.  Stephen  Winlhrop  was  chosen  to  record  things  in 
Boston,"  and  since  which  time  legislation  looking  to  the 
more  accurate  keeping  of  records,  and  the  greater  care  for 
their  preservation,  has  ])een  continually  enacted,  until  at 
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the  present  time  thousands  of  dolhirs  are  annually  spent 
for  making  records.  Even  since  the  Public  Statutes  were 
published  in  1882  no  less  than  lifteen  acts  relating  to  records 
have  been  passed. 

But  to  v/hat  practical  use,  aside  from  historical  or  genea- 
logical, arc  these  old  records  and  papers,  especially  the  latter, 
ever  put,  is  what  the  inquirer  really  intends  to  ask,  and  that 
can  perhaps  best  be  answered  by  the  illustrations  which, 
follow.  The  necessity  of  probate  records  in  tracing  the 
descent  of  property  is  too  well  know^n  to  be  dwelt  upon  ; 
but  in  such  cases  papers  of  seeming  worthlessncss,  suclras 
old  writs  or  executions,  have  l)een  needed  to  establish  the 
identity  and  to  complete  the  evidence  Avhere  the  probate 
records  were  deficient.  The  necessity  of  recording  deeds  is 
universally  conceded  ;  l)ut  the  popidar  fallacy  that  posses- 
sion for  a  certain  time  always  gives  absolute  ownership  to 
real  estate,  leads  many  to  under-estimate  the  value  of  the 
ancient  records  of  deeds,  or  the  records  of  the  proprietors 
of  lands  which  have  descended  by  inhcj'itance  and  not  by 
deed.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are 
constantly  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  records  of  the 
probate  court,  and  of  the  registry  of  deeds,  and  the  more 
ancient  the  records  often  the  more  valuable.  The  court 
records  in  the  earlier  3^cars,  when  the  clerk  of  the  court  was 
a  general  recording  officer,  arc  of  the  greatest  value.  As 
was  stated  in  the  fu'st  report  of  tiiis  Connnission,  the  liles  of 
the  various  courts  held  in  the  county  of  Suilblk,  covering 
the  period  from  1G29  to  1799,  have  been  arranged  and  put 
ni  form  for  reference.  By  the  existence  of  these  many 
important  facts  have  been  established.  Dis[)uted  town 
boundaries  have  been  settled  hy  papers  describing  the 
original  course  of  a  stream  which  has  changed  its  course. 
The  title  to  one  tract  of  land  changed  twice  in  twenty  years 
by  reason  of  the  changes,  caused  by  freshets,  in  the  course 
of  a  river.  The  beach  and  coast  lines,  especially  in  towns 
now  in  Elaine,  have  been  larg(dy  determined,  and  the  loca- 
tion and  use  of  wharves  and  landing  i)laces  have  also  been 
est:d)lished,  by  reference  to  these  liles.  The  estabbslmient 
ol'  a  line  bet\vecn  Afassachuscitts  and  an  adjoining  State  has 
sometimes  been  di'terminc'd  b}^  the  record  as  to  Avhere  the 
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occupant  of  certain  land  had  formerly  paid  taxes.  In  a 
celebrated  law  case  in  one  of  the  adjoining  States  much 
depended  upon  the  proof  of  the  illegitimacy  of  a  child,  and 
among  these  old  files  of  the  Suffolk  County  courts  papers 
were  found  which  furnished  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
case  was  finally  decided ;  and  in  this  case  the  completeness 
of  the  files  was  absolutely  necessary  for  a  just  decision,  as 
the  papers  finally  discovered  contradicted  evidence  which  it 
was  supposed  was  well  established  by  papers  found  in  a 
former  search. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  records  of  deceased  notaries  pub- 
lic should  be  in  tbe  possession  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts, 
but  as  a  rule  have  not  been  deposited  there.  Without  giving 
the  matter  much  consideration,  the  clerks  of  the  courts  have 
thought,  judghig  from  the  infrequent  use  made  from  such 
records  as  were  deposited,  that  it  was  almost  a  useless  pro- 
vision of  law ;  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  consult 
these  records  frequently  of  late  years  in  the  courts  in  Essex 
County,  for  evidence  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
French  spoliation  claims.  The  collector  of  the  port  at 
Salem  has  been  instructed  to  forward  to  the  treasury  departr- 
ment  at  Washington  any  and  all  papers  in  any  way  relating 
to  vessels,  voyages,  cargoes,  and  protests  of  masters,  of 
date  prior  to  1801,  to  be  used  in  this  same  matter  of  claims. 
The  Commissioner  on  the*  Province  Laws  has,  in  his  re- 
searches, discovered  copies  of  acts  making  conclusive  cer- 
tain points  which  had  been  under  controversy,  and  hi.d 
been  settled  by  the  courts  upon  the  best  evidence  procurabi  ^• 
in  the  absence  of  the  papers. 

In  a  celebrated  case  (Cox  and  others  vs.  Edwards,  14 
Mass.  492)  tried  in  Worcester  County  in  1782,  which  in- 
volved the  title  to  large  tracts  of  land  already  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  INIendon,  Uxbridge,  and  Northbridge,  the  original 
deed  was  objected  to.  This  deed  was  executed  in  London, 
on  the  28tli  of  June,  1701,  but  was  not  acknowledged. 
Action  was  commenced  in  1773,  and  at  the  trial  in  the  Sep- 
teml)er  term,  1780,  objection  was  taken  to  the  deed  because 
the  grantor  hiul  not  acknowledged  it.  The  deed,  which  had 
been  carefidly  preserved,  was  put  in  evidence,  and  it  ap- 
peared l)y  a  memorandum  on  it  that  in  172(),  before  the 
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mayor  of  Pliiladelpliia,  one  of  the  witnesses  swore  to  its 
execution  in  London  by  the  grantor,  and  it  being  pronounced 
valid  the  settlers  were  left  in  quiet  possession.  It  is  still 
to  be  seen,  beautifully  written  on  parchment,  in  the  hies 
of  the  court  in  Worcester. 

Recording  Officers. 
Visits  to  the  county  offices  convince  me  that  no  better 
provision  can  be  made  for  putting  the  records  in  the  cus- 
tody and  condition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  "  than 
retaininiT  in  office,  as  lon<^  as  their  strength  and  faculties 
will  permit,  all  competent  recording  officers  who  appreciate 
the  value  of  their  work.  Aside  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
contents  of  the.  records  which  such  an  officer  acquires  by 
long  service,  and  which  is  almost  invaluable  to  the  public 
when  consulting  the  ancient  records,  he  has  learned,  by  years 
of  familiarity  with  the  subject,  what  records  should  exist, 
and  their  value,  and  is  ever  on  the  alert  to  secure  and  pre- 
serve them.  Knowing  the  deficiencies  of  the  ancient  records, 
he  is  studying  to  make  them  more  intelligible  and  easier  to 
consult  by  making  copies,  new  indexes,  cross  references, 
and  by  any  methods  which  seem  advisable.  A  long  step  in 
the  direction  of  the  improvement  of  the  records  will  have 
been  made  when  these  offices  are  taken  out  of  politics, 
and  the  officers  know  that  they  will  probably  remain  to 
carry  to  completion  any  improvements  they  think  best  to 
make. 

This  applies  with  more  force  to  the  city  and  town  clerks 
than  to  county  officers,  for  the  reason  that  county  records 
are  always  kept  in  the  county  offices,  and  are  not  liable  to 
be  mis[)laced  or  lost,  notwithstanding  a  change  in  the  officer. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  city  and  town  clerks  have 
been  chosen  who  were  in  no  way  qualitied  for  the  office,  and 
such  as  are  now  in  office  should  not  be  continued,  but  when 
a  suitable  clerk  is  found  his  term  should  be  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. In  some  pl:ices  a  change  in  politics  brings  a  change 
ot*  clerks,  and  in  some  towns  clerks  are  frequently  changed 
because  the  dillorent  villages  claim  that  as  a  matter  of  con- 
venience a  clerk  for  a  part  of  the  time  should  reside  in  tlieir 
vicinity.    With  the  change  of  the  clerk  often  comes  a  re- 
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moval.of  the  records,  and  the  current  ones  are  looked  after, 
while  the  older,  and  consequently  more  valuable,  are  over- 
looked and  eventually  disappear.  A  clerk  feels  little  interest 
in  undertaking  any  extended  piece  of  work,  like  indexing, 
for  instance,  wiien  tlie  chances  are  that  he  will  go  out  of 
ollice  with  the  work  partly  linished,  perhaps  never  to  bo 
continued  by  his  successor. 

The  towns  makino-  the  fewest  chancres  in  the  office  of  the 

o  o 

clerk  have  the  most  complete  collection  of  their  records, 
miless  fire  has  destroyed  them.  '  Some  clerks  have  held 
office  fov  thirty  years,  and  in  some  towns  the  office  has  re- 
mained in  the  family  for  several  generations.  In  such  cases 
the  })resent  clerk  is  more  than  likely  to  be  a  man  of  historical 
and  genealogical  tastes,  who  has  gathered  all  records  obtain- 
able relating  to  his  town,  and  carefully  preserved  what  he 
has  gathered. 

Use  of  the  TYrE-AViiiTER. 

I  liave  been  asked  if  copies  of  records  made  with  the 
type-writer  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law.  There 
being  no  law  to  the  contrary,  I  so  stated,  l)ut  asked  that  no 
action  be  taken  until  I  could  make  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  dura])ility  of  impressions  made  by  the  type-writer 
ribbon.  Upon  commencing  inquiry,  I  found  that  several 
recording  officers  were  making  original  records  with  the 
t3q)e-writer,  and  others  would  be  glad  to  if  tliey  felt  safe 
in  so  doing.  As  a  plainer  record,  much  more  quickly  made, 
and  taking  much  less  space,  was  the  result,  I  deemed  it  im- 
portant to  make  as  careful  an  investigation  as  possible  before 
advising  or  condemning  so  radical  a  departure  from  the 
custom  of  ages. 

The  matter  had  been  considered  of  so  much  importance 
in  the  United  States  treasury  department  in  1885,  that  the 
question  of  the  permanency  of  ty})e-writer  writing  was 
submitted  to  the  examiner  of  the  chemical  division  of  the 
United  States  patent  office,  who  made  the  following  re[)ort, 
from  which  I  have  deemed  it  obviously  proper,  however,  to 
omit  the  name  of  the  manufacturer  :  — 
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Department  >r  thk  Ixteriok, 

United  States  Patent  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  15,  18S5. 

To  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Patents. _ 

Sir:  —  In  reply  to  the  queries  coata'med  ia  the  letter  of  the 
Acthig  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  of  date  August  22,  1885, 
which  I  return  herewith,  and  which  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  1st.  Are  the  impressions  made  by  the  type-writer  permanent?  " 

"  2d.  Are  copies  made  on  the  type-writer  by  the  use  of  carbon 
paper  permanent  in  their  nature?  " 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  query  1,  that  I  have 
personally  interviewed  ,  who  furnishes  to  the  several  type- 
writer agencies  of  this  city  the  ribbons  used  by  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ments, and  from  whom,  in  addition  to  my  own  experience  and 
experiments  made  on  the  action  of  the  various  copying  inks  and 
ribbons,  I  have  obtained  the  following  information. 

There  are  ten  different  ribbons  used,  live  beiug  copying  ribbons 
and  five  record  ribbons. 

The  word  permanent,"  which  appears  in  the  inquiries  pre- 
sented, should  be  understood  as  referring  to  the  power  of  resisting 
obliteration  by  the  action  of  light,  of  washing,  of  treatment  with 
acids  and  alkalies,  as  ordinarily  practised  by  those  operating  to 
remove  the  ink.  The  color  of  the  ink  may  be  changed  by  such 
treatment  (as  from  blue  to  black,  black  to  green,  and  other  similar 
changes  of  shade) ,  but  whether  change  of  color  be  produced  or 
not,  the  ink  is  not  effaced  ;  it  is  legible,  the  letters  not  obliterated  ; 
and,  therefore,  such  ink  may  be  said  to  be  permanent. 

This  is  eminently  true  of  the  black  record  ribbons. 

Another  ink  is  furnished,  called  the  black  indelible  copying  ink, 
which  has  also  the  above-mentioned  properties  of  permanence. 

The  ribbons  of  other  colors  than  the  foregoing  are  admitted  by 

 ,  and  found  to  be  fugitive  ;  red  and  purple  particularly  so. 

They,  for  this  reason,  should  not  be  used  for  recording  permanent 
records.    These  inks  can  not  be  styled  permanent. 

It  may  be  stated  here  that  the  same  ink  has  different  results  as 
it  is  applied  on  paper  by  the  ordinary  writing  pen  and  as  applied 
to  similar  paper  by  the  type-writer ;  in  the  latter  instance,  from 
its  soaking  more  deeply  by  the  impact  of  the  machine  and  being 
forced  below  the  surface  of  the  paper,  is  more  diQicult  to  be 
removed  or  reached  by  chemical  agents  applied  ;  therefore,  an 
advantage  accrues  in  the  use  of  the  type-writer  over  the  pen. 

The  2d  query,  videlicet:  "  Are  copies  made  on  the  type-writer 
by  the  use  of  carbon  paper  permanent  in  their  nature,"  may  be 
answered  as  follows  :  — 
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If  these  carbon  paper  copies  do  not  require  to  be  frequently 
referred  to,  they  raay  be  said  to  l)e  permanent  in  their  nature. 

Owing  to  the  light  pressure  upon  the  paper,  the  ink  is  not 
deeply  imbedded,  and  may  be  removed  easily  by  friction;  this 
appears  to  be  an  objection  to  the  use  of  carbon  paper. 

In  all  cases  where  permanence  is  desired,  the  paper  should  be 
as  thin  as  may  be  consistent  with  its  cohesive  strength,  and  bear- 
ing as  little  thickening  material  or  size  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Thomas  Antisell, 

Examiner  of  the  Chemical  Division. 

The  comparatively  recent  invention  of  the  type-writer 
prevents  any  evidence  as  to  the  test  which  age  can  give 
these  impressions ;  but  I  have  seen  impressions  made  in 
1869  with  similar  ribl)ons  with  cancelling-stamps,  which, 
liaving  luing  in  a  bright  light  for  seventeen  years,  show  no 
sign  of  fading.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  test  of  very  much 
longer  time  where  an  impression  is  seldom  exposed  to  the 
light.  The  manufacturer  of  these  ribbons,  who  is  not  the 
manufacturer  of  the  ribbons  most  in  use,  assures  me  that 
his  indelible  ril)bons  now  used  on  the  type-writer  are  equally 
indelible  with  those  used  to  cancel  revenue  stamps  during 
the  war,  twenty-eight  years  ago.  The  longest  experience 
in  making  records  with  the  type-writer  of  which  I  could 
learn  was  that  of  Mr.  Melville  E.  Smilie,  county  clerk  of 
Washington  County,  Vermont,  parts  of  whose  letter  I  quote  : 
"For  about  fourteen  years  I  have  used  a  writing  machine  in 
making  records.  Before  using  the  machine  for  that  purpose 
I  investigated  the  matter  of  ri1)bons,  and  finally  settled  upon 
the  one  with  which  this  is  written,  which  I  have  used  ever 
since.  ...  I  have  in  my  office  writing  done  with  this  ril)bon 
more  than  thirteen  years  ago,  which  is  just  as  bright  to-day 
as  when  written  ;  writing  both  on  books  and  on  labels,  — 
the  latter  having  all  that  time  been  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  air  and  light.  I  know  of  no  other  ribbon  (unless  I 
should  make  it  myself)  that  1  would  trust.  ...  As  to  the 
matter  of  color,  these  ribbons  are  made  in  l)oth  blue  and 
\)lack ;  I  have  always  used  the  blue  because  I  liked  its  ap- 
pearance a  little  better.    I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  other 
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color  than  blue  or  black  that  can  be  relied  upon  for  perma- 
nency. Before  using  this  ribbon  on  my  records,  I  tested  it 
with  some  others  by  placing  some  of  the  writing  out  of  doors 
on  the  ground  tacked  to  a  board  with  the  face  up  so  that  it 
was  exposed  to  sun  and  rain  ;  the  work  of  this  ribl)on  stood 
that  test  for  nearly  three  months  without  much  fading,  whiUi 
th(^  other  samples  long  before  that  had  become  entirely 
obliterated.  I  have  seen  so  many  so-called  indelible  rib- 
bons that  were  not  indelible,  that  I  am  sceptical  about  all 
of  them.  I  have  great  confidence  in  this  ribbon  ;  if  I  had 
not,  I  would  not  use  it  on  my  records." 

I  also  present  the  testimony  of  INIr.  Hobert  O.  Morris, 
clerk  of  the  courts  in  Hampden  County,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  inst.,  relating 
to  records  made  by  the  ty})e-writer :  The  experiment  I  ti'ied 
was  with  .  .  .  It  was  simply  to  leave  a  printed  page  out  of 
doors,  exposed  to  the  sun  and  rain,  for  several  weeks,  with 
tlie  result,  after  keeping  for  a  year  or  more,  of  finding  no 
evidence  of  fading,  or  any  deterioration.  ...  Of  course 
the  same  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  choice  of  ribbons 
as  ink.  That  recording  officers  do  not  more  generally  use 
the  t3^pe-writing  machine,  is  a  mystery  to  me  ;  records  can 
be  extended  with  more  than  double  the  rapidity,  and  with 
elTcct  as  far  superior  to  that  produced  by  pen  and  ink,  as 
modern  paper  is  to  the  birch  bark  of  the  ancients." 

The  ribbons  tested  by  these  two  gentlemen  were  of  dif- 
ferent manufacture.  Mr.  Henry  W.  Taft,  clerk  of  the 
courts  in  Berkshire  County,  whose  well-known  historical 
tastes  and  knowledge,  and  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
records,  would  lead  him  to  take  a  conservative  course,  re- 
ports that  he  made  as  thorough  an  investigation  as  possil:)le 
l^cfore  using  the  type-writer,  which  has  been  in  use  in  his 
office  for  about  six  years.  He  believes  the  record  to  l)o 
indelible,  and  claims  for  it  greater  plainness,  a  saving  of 
two-thirds  in  time  in  making,  a  saving  of  about  one-hfth 
in  number  of  pages,  and,  ])y  the  use  of  a  slightly  lighter 
paper  than  the  usual  record  paper,  a  saving  jn  bulk  in 
volumes. 

Mr.  Theodore  C.  Ilurd,  clerk  of  the  courts  in  IMiddlesex 
County,  has  had  the  type-writer  in  use  for  six  years,  and  com- 
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menced  its  use  only  after  thorough  investigation.  Josepli 
H.  Tyler,  register  of  probate  in  Middlesex  County,  lias  made 
type-writer  records  for  two  years  and  a  half.  He  satisfied 
himself  thorougldy  of  the  durability  of  the  record  before 
making  the  change,  and  approves  of  it  for  the  reasons  given 
by  Mr.  Taft.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  John  Nol)le,  clerk  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court  of  Suifolk  County,  had  an  inves- 
tigation made,  and  upon  the  evidence  sul)mitted  decided  not 
to  m;ike  records  with  a  type  writer,  though  having  it  in  use 
in  the  office. 

Doul)tin<>'  the  statement  of  tlie  examiner  of  the  chemical 
division  of  the  patent  office,  that  ink  soaked  more  deeply 
into  the  pnper  "by  the  impact  of  the  machine"  than 
if  applied  by  the  ordinary  writing  pen,  I  subjected  to 
the  action  of  a  jet  of  steam  a  sheet  of  heavy  linen  record 
paper,  having  written,  printed,  and  type-writer  impressions 
upon  it.  The  liquid  ink  ran  immediately,  but  the  other 
impressions  were  not  injured  until  the  fibre  of  the  paper 
separated.  It  then  showed  that  the  liquid  ink  had  sunk 
below  the  fibre  which  was  removed,  whereas  the  other  im- 
pressions came  olF  with  the  upper  surface  of  the  paper. 
The  type-writer  impression,  however,  was  as  lasting  as  the 
printed  one,  and  as  a  printed  is  considered  more  lasting  than 
a  written  record,  I  think  the  type-writer  impression  can  l)e 
considered  permanent. 

Acids,  which  will  in  time  destroy  the  paper,  if  they  do 
not  also  prevent  the  ink  from  being  indelible,  are  used  in 
many  inks  because  they  render  solul)le  coloring  matter  which 
would  otherwise  have  to  be  ground  at  increased  expense  ; 
1)at  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  these  acids  are  more  likely  to  be 
employed  in  the  liquid  inks  than  in  the  ink  used  for  the 
type- writer  ribbons. 

All  aniline  colors  fade,  but  as  they  are  cheaper  than 
mineral  colors  they  are  largel}''  used  in  liquid  inks,  and  in 
ribl)ons  of  various  colors  used  on  the  type-writer.  The 
greatest  care  should  be  taken  not  to  use  such  inks  or 
ri])bons. 

The  opponents  of  the  type-writer  claim  that  an  impres- 
sion can  be  purposely  removed,  and  the  paper  written  upon 
in  the  same  spot  without  the  change  l)eing  detected.  Its 
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advocates  claim  thac  a  minute  inspection  will  detect  changes, 
while  a  casual  glance  will  not,  thus  making  it  a  help  to  a 
handsome  record ;  and  that  the  impossibility  of  using  the 
type-writer  after  a  record  is  bound,  and  the  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  the  record  before,  would  prevent  an  unau- 
thorized person  from  making  changes. 

This  subject  has  occupied  the  minds  of  the  recording 
officers  and  the  judges,  but  no  rule  has  been  established,  as 
doubt  exists ;  but  1  think,  in  view  of  all  the  evidence,  that 
it  may  be  safely  said  that,  if  care  is  taken  to  procure  indel- 
ible ribbons,  which  I  am  satisfied  are  made,  a  record  made 
with  a  type-writer  is  more  likely  to  be  permanent  than  a  rec- 
ord made  with  many  of  the  liquid  inks  in  common  use. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  speak  of  the  general 
subject  of  paper  and  ink.  The  amount  of  poor  paper  unwit- 
tingly used  is  said  to  be  very  great,  and  the  subject  of  record 
paper  provided  for  by  statute  will  receive  my  attention  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  Few  recording  officers  agree  as  to  the 
best  ink ;  and,  while  it  will  be  a  delicate  matter  to  manage, 
I  hope  to  obtain  information  in  regard  to  the  various  inks 
and  writino^  fluids  in  use  which  will  enable  me  to  advise  what 
not  to  use. 

Fires  and  Safes. 

All  of  the  records  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  will 
never  be  known,  but  enough  are  known  to  have  been  burned 
to  em[)hasize  the  need  of  the  providing  of  safes  which  shall 
be  fire-proof.  In  1885  twenty-five  towns  reported  all  of 
their  records  prior  to  a  certain  time  as  l)urned.  Eecords  of 
twenty-seven  of  the  churches  were  reported  burned,  and  all 
the  county  records  but  those  of  the  probate  court,  with  the 
exception  of  one  volume  in  the  registry  of  deeds,  were  burned 
in  Barnstal)le  in  1827.  Llany  of  the  volumes  reported  lost 
or  unaccounted  for  were  undoubtedly  burned. 

Fires  have  occurred  that  burned  records  which  in  a  degree 
might  have  su})plied  the  places  of  others  already  burned. 
In  Yarmouth  the  town  records  prior  to  1()77  were  burned. in 
the  clerk's  house  ;  the  records  of  the  first  church  for  part  of 
the  same  period  were  burned,  and  l)y  the  burning  of  the  rec- 
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ords  of  marriages  in  the  county  court  house  in  Barnstable 
the  public  records  of  marriages  for  this  period  are  probably 
all  destroyed. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  records  of  four 
of  the  towns  were  burned  in  dwellings ;  of  three,  in  business 
blocks  ;  of  four,  in  stores  ;  of  one,  in  a  factory  ;  of  one,  in  a 
printing  olEce  ;  and  of  seven,  by  the  burning  of  the  town 
hall.  The  information  in  regard  to  the  other  towns  is  not  at 
hand.  In  one  of  the  town  halls  the  contents  of  the  safe  were 
intact,  one  volume  which  was  accidentally  left  out  being  the 
only  one  burned. 

Two  churches  have  twice  lost  their  records  by  fire.  Of 
the  church  records  burned,  those  of  eight  were  burned  in 
dwellings  ;  of  three,  in  stores  ;  of  one,  in  a  mill ;  of  one,  in  a 
machine  shop  ;  and  those  of  one  were  intentionally  burned  by 
the  insane  wife  of  the  pastor.  Of  the  others  no  information 
has  been  obtained. 

Records  of  many  of  the  towns  and  churches  are  to-day  in 
the  same  kind  of  insecure  places,  and  if  in  safes,  those  are 
old  and  unimproved,  undoubtedly  sufficiently  fire-proof  to 
have  withstood  any  fires  to  which  they  were  likqly  to  have 
been  subjected  when  first  used,  but  useless  to  withstand  the 
great  heat  or  weight  to  which  they  Avould  be  subjected  in 
their  present  quarters.  This  matter  should  receive  the 
closest  attention.  The  fire-proof  qualities  of  some  county 
buildings,  or  more  strictly,  perhaps,  of  the  rooms  in  some 
of  the  buildings,  are  questionable.  AVooden  inner  doors, 
close  to  iron  outer  doors,  have  been  proved  to  be  a  means  of 
comnmnicating  fire  to  a  closed  room,  and  if  these  are  not 
removed  it  would  be  well  to  cover  them  with  tin.  It  seems 
rather  anomalous  to  construct  a  fire-proof  room,  and  fill  it 
with  wooden  cases  and  shelves ;  but  that  has  been  the  cus- 
tom. It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  present  arrangement 
in  the  county  buildings  will  be  materially  changed  ;  but  the 
attention  of  officials  having  the  fitting  of  new  buildings,  or 
the  furnishing  of  additional  accommodations  in  old,  is  called 
to  .the  subject  of  metal  shelving,  which  is  being  extensively 
introduced  in  ];)ublic  ])uildings  throughout  the  country. 

Wherever  the  town  records  are  kept  in  one  repository,  a 
vault  is  far  [)r(;ferable  to  a  safe  as  b(iing  more  conunodious, 
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and  if  properly  built  surer  to  be  fire-proof.^  The  expense 
also  of  a  vault  which  would  furnish  sufficient  room  for  many 
years  is  less  than  of  a  safe  which  would  be  outgrown  in  a 
few  years.  Great  care  sJiould  be  taken,  however,  in  con- 
structing vaults,  that  they  are  not  damp.  Some  towns  have 
found  it  impossible  to  use  vaults  already  constructed,  owing  to 
their  dampness,  records  having  become  much  injured  before 
the  fact  was  discovered. 

The  slight  dampness  arising  from  new  material  can  be 
quickly  absorbed  by  placing  lime  in  the  vault,  and  remov- 
ino-  it  as  fast  as  it  becomes  slacked.  The  consideration  of  the 
matter  of  vaults  is  especially  urged  upon  town  officers.  As 
no  State  supervision  over  the  church  records  is  provided,  I 
can  only  urge  upon  church  officers  that  they  consider  care- 
fully the  safety  of  their  records,  and  see  that  they  are  kept 
as  safely  as  circumstances  will  permit,  —  always  in  tire-proof 
receptacles  when  possible.  i^SG'^OO 

Stealing  or  Mutilating  Records. 
The  penalty  for  mutilating  records  seems  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  offence.  The  statute  provides  that  every 
person  who  takes  and  carries  away  any  book  of  record, 
paper,  or  written  document  belonging  to  the  records  or  files 
of  any  county,  city,  or  town,  except  as  provided  in  section 
12,  or  who  defaces,  alters,  or  nmtilates,  by  mark,  erasure, 
cutting,  or  otherwise,  any  such  record,  paper,  or  written 
document,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars." 
Section  21  of  chapter  203  further  provides  that  "whoever 


»  This  statement  was  ready  for  the  printer  at  the  time  of  the  great  lire  in  Boston 
on  the  28ih  of  NovemV)er,  1889,  but  the  rapidity  with  which  the  so-called  fire-proof 
buildiug-s  were  destroyed  made  me  hesitate  to  issue  it.  A  personal  inspection,  Ijow- 
ever,  of  some  vaults  which  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  fire,  and  some  in  the  preal  tiro 
in  Lynn,  confirms  the  statement,  hut  also  empl)asizos  the  other  statement  tliat  a 
vault  imist  be  properly  built.  Those  built  of  soft  or  light-hard  brick  laid  in  mortar, 
crumbled  and  left  the  iron  case,  or  the  contents  when  there  was  no  iron  case,  exposed 
to  the  flames,  while  those  built  of  hard-brick  l.iid  in  cement,  with  outer  and  inner 
doors  of  proper  thickness,  withstood  the  fire.  The  supporting  walls,  even  if  of 
proper  material,  must  be  commensurate  with  the  distance  of  the  vault  from  the 
ground,  otherwise  the  toi)plint,'  of  ihe  walls  will  destroy  it. 

The  fiaking  of  the  irtm  on  tht;  inner  doors  of  most  of  the  vaults  promi)ts  the  idea 
that  the  wood  cased  in  tin,  so  strongly  advocated  for  doors  and  shutters  by  Mr. 
Edward  Atkinson,  might  be  an  improvement  upon  the  iron  inner  doors  now  iu 
general  use. 
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steals  or  for  any  fraudulent  purpose  destroys  or  concenls 
a  will,  codicil,  or  other  testamentary  instrument,  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  not  exceed- 
ing five  years,  or  in  the  house  of  correction  not  exceeding 
two  years."  This  does  not  cover  the  offence  of  mutilating 
such  instruments  by  the  cutting  out  of  autographs,  or 
otherwise. 

The  difficulty  of  preventing  the  stealing  from  files,  or  of 
mutilating  volumes  of  records,  must  be  apparent,  and  a 
penalty  which  should  stand  as  a  menace  should  be  provided. 
The  penalties  for  stealing,  injuring,  or  using  anything  which 
from  its  nature  or  situation  is  unprotected,  should  be,  and 
generally  are,  severe.  An  apt  illustration  of  this  is  fur- 
nished by  the  punishment  provided  for  a  person  who  takes 
or  uses  the  boat  of  another,  without  intent  to  steal,  upon 
whom  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  or  im- 
prisonment in  the  house  of  correction  is  imposed.  Stealing 
from  the  records  was  considered  a  serious  offence  in  olden 
times.  In  1639,  whoever  committed  the  offence  was  liable 
to  forfeit  to  a  person  injured  thereby'  treble  the  damage, 
be  fined  as  much  to  the  country,  or  be  imprisoned  for  two 
months,  or  stand  in  the  pillory  two  hours  in  Boston 
market,  with  a  paper  over  his  head  written  in  capital  let- 
ters, A  Defamer  of  Records."  The  penalty  now,  how- 
ever, is  so  light  as  almost  to  invite  the  offence. 

Although  it  is  not  entirely  within  my  province,  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  saying  that,  in  examining  into  this  matter, 
while  I  find  the  light  penalty  mentioned  provided  for  ofiences 
-  against  county,  city,  or  town  records,  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  penalty  against  stealing  from  or  injuring  the  archives 
of  the  Commonwealth,  except  as  section  20  of  chapter  203 
may  apply  to  the  stealing  only  ;  and  under  this  section  the 
difiiculty  in  fixing  a  value  might  prevent  an  adequate  sen- 
tence. It  would  seem  well  for  the  Lei'islature  to  consider 
the  matter  of  fixing  more  severe  penalties  to  cover  the  steal- 
ing or  injuring  of  any  public  records,  especially  with  the 
evidence  before  it  contained  in  the  report  made  by  the  Com- 
mission appointed  under  chapter  GO  of  the  Resolves  of  18<S4, 
wherein  eighty-five  known  ctises  of  abstracting  from  the 
records  are  reported. 
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Indexing. 

The  subject  of  indexing  has  not  received  proper  attention. 
Searching  without  an  index  for  an  entry  in  old  records  is 
more  discouraging  than  searching  without  a  directory  for  a 
person  in  a  hirge  city ;  for  sufficient  inquiry  in  the  proper 
cliannels  will  discover  the  person,  while  no  one  living  may 
be  cognizant  of  the  entry  sought  tor  in  the  records.  Incom- 
plete indexes  are  in  a  certain  way  worse  than  none,  as  they 
pretend  to  what  is  not  accomplished,  which  gives  the 
searcher  false  confidence.  Indexes  in  the  old  records  are 
very  incomplete,  especially  in  the  cases  where,  as  was  often 
the  custom,  a  volume  was  reversed  and  a  new  record  com- 
menced in  the  end  of  the  book.  The  indexes  in  such  cases 
usually  applied  to  the  pages  beginning  at  the  front  of  the 
volume,  and  only  by  chance  would  a  person  refer  to  the 
end,  if  any  considerable  portion  of  the  intervening  pages 
Avere  blank,  although  in  one  old  volume  a  careful  recording 
officer  had  referred  to  the  end  by  the  memorandum,  "  Book 
tother  way."  Items  were  often  indexed  by  a  proper  name 
found  in  the  entry,  wdien  that  name  was  wholly  unimportant, 
and  gave  no  clue  to  the  subject  matter  recorded.  This  faidt 
appears  even  in  indexes  to  the  jMassachusetts  laws  in  com- 
paratively recent  years.  For  example,  an  act  passed  ^larch 
3,  1829,  whereby  a  part  of  Fitchburg  w^as  annexed  to 
Aslib}^,  is  indexed  only  under  the  name  of  Samuel  Gibson, 
the  estate  set  off  being  his. 

The  distinction  between  an  alphabetical  index  where  the 
alphabetical  arrangement  is  carried  through  the  word  in- 
dexed, and  an  initial  index  where  the  first  letter  only  is  con- 
sidered, has  not  been  recognized,  and  initial  indexes  have 
been  reported  as  strictly  alphabetical.  The  statute  some- 
times requires  that  an  alphabetical  index  be  made,  but  more 
often  simply  an  index.  I  w^ould  advise  that  in  indexing  all 
current  records  the  alphabetical  arrangement  be  followed,  if 
possible,  and  whenever  old  records  are  copied  that  they  be 
alphabetically  indexed.  The  various  kinds  of  patent  indexes 
make  simple  and  easy  such  indexing.  Classified  indexes 
should  be  made  in  the  registries  of  deeds,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  as  a  matter  of  economy,  the  absence  of  them 
making  needless  handling  of  the  volumes  necessary. 
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CorYING. 

Many  of  the  matters  pertaining  to  tlie  records  are  left  to 
the  judgment  of  the  officials.  The  provision  for  copying 
records  which  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegil)le,  is 
mandatory,  however,  but  none  has  })een  less  complied  with. 
The  condition  of  the  records,  as  reported  in  1885,  was 
judged  by  various  standards  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  many 
records  reported  as  in  good  condition  should  have  been 
reported  good  considering  their  age  and  neglect.  In  some 
cases  certain  volumes  were  excepted  from  those  reported  in 
good  condition,  and  some  others  which  I  have  inspected 
have  for  years  been  dropping  to  pieces  and  wearing  out. 
The  attention  of  the  selectmen  and  city  governments  having 
been  called  to  the  matter  by  circular,  some  have  commenced 
copying  and  others  will  do  so  as  soon  as  appropriations  are 
made. 

In  some  cases  where  copies  have  been  made  originals  and 
copies  are  kept  together.  These-  should  be  separated,  so 
that  in  case  of  the  burning  of  one  the  other  may  ])e 
safe. 

The  peculiar  handwriting,  abbreviations,  and  characters 
in  the  ancient  records  make  correct  reading  of  them  almost 
impossible  in  many  instances,  except  by  experts,  and  in 
copying  the  records  care  should  be  taken  that  persons 
familiar  with  these  ancient  records  are  employed.  The 
peculiar  spelling  of  proper  names  has  led  some  copyists  not 
familiar  with  them  to  make  copies  which,  owing  to  the  num- 
erous errors,  are  almost  worthless;  and  for  this  reason,  if 
local  copyists  who  are  somewhat  familiar  with  the  genealogy 
of  the  town  can  be  procured,  they  are  to  be  desired. 

Binding. 

Many  volumes  which  are  perfectly  legible  are  being  de- 
stroyed in  handling  for  lack  of  proper  binding.  Section  2 
of  chapter  37  provides  that  "county  commissioners,  city 
governments,  and  selectmen  of  their  respective  counties, 
cities,  and  towns,  shall  have  all  books  of  public  record  or 
registry  belonging  thereto  substantially  bound."  While  it 
may  be  a  question  whether  this  requires  the  rebinding  of 
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such  volumes  as  need  it,  the  county  commissioners  evidently 
construe  it  so,  and  provide  for  rcbinding  of  such,  and  city 
governments  and  selectmen  will  he  requested  to  do  so. 

jNIuch  of  the  hinding  has  been  poorly  done,  and  some 
copies  even  need  rebinding.  Canvas  for  hinding  is  growing 
in  favor,  and  in  view  of  the  rapid  deterioration  of  the  leather 
in  some  offices,  notably  in  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Suffolk 
County,  I  think  its  use  is  to  be  commended. 

Care  shoukl  be  taken  that  the  correct  years  are  printed 
on  |he  backs  of  the  volumes  copied  or  rebound.  Frequent 
neglect  to  record  chronologically  in  ancient  records  often 
resulted  in  the  record  on  the  first  page  of  the  volume  being 
of  later  date  than  the  first  entry  in  the  volume,  or  that  on 
the  last  page  being  of  earlier  date  than  the  last  entry  made  ; 
and  the  binder  has  in  some  such  cases  put  upon  the  back  of 
the  volume  the  dates  found  on  the  first  and  last  pages  This 
error  occasioned  some  incorrect  returns  in  the  statement  of 
"  years  covered'*  by  records,  as  pul)lished  in  the  first  report 
of  this  Commission,  the  years  having  been  given  which  were 
found  on  the  outside  of  the  volume. 

I  tvoidd  especially  urge  that  icJienever  volumes  are  rebound 
they  should  be  irderleaved  loith  leaves  slightly  under  titan  the 
original  pages.  This  prevents  the  breaking  of  the  paper, 
which  in  many  of  the  old  records  is  very  brittle,  and  the  con- 
stant wearing  away  of  the  edges,  as  the  Avear  comes  upon  the 
wide  interleaf  rather  than  upon  the  original  leaf.  I  have  in 
mind  one  volume  of  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deatlis, 
where  upon  each  riglit-hand  page  the  year  is  on  the  outer 
edge  and  the  outer  figure  has  been  worn  of}',  leaving  in  many 
cases  the  decade  as  the  nearest  date  ascertainable.  In  its 
present  condition  it  is  a  question  of  time  only  when  the 
decade  will  disappear. 

The  roller  shelves  in  use  in  many  ])laces  will  do  much  to 
prevent  the  wear  of  the  binding  where  volumes  are  frequently 
removed  from  the  shelves.  A*  few  are  in  use  with  good 
results  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Plymouth,  and  I  am  glad 
to  k!U)w  that  their  adoption  is  being  considered  by  some  of 
the  county  commissioners  for  buildings  about  to  be  fitted. 
I  would  recommend  their  inspection  by  the  county  officials 
generally. 
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PllINTTNG. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  council  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  which  was  appended 
to  the  tirst  report  of  this  Commission  (pp.  xliv-li),  so  fully 
covers  the  subject  of  the  desirability  and  necessity  of  print- 
ing the  records  of  the  towns  that  attention  is  again  called 
to  it,  and  I  will  not  supplement  it  further  than  to  say  that 
the  recent  great  fires  in  Lynn  and  Boston  furnish  fresh  evi- 
dence to  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  "  it  is  almost  criijiinal 
negligence  to  allow  any  book  of  record  to  exist  only  m  a 
single  copy." 

An  interest  was  aroused  in  this  matter  of  printing  town 
records  by  a  proclamation  of  President  Grant,  dated  May 
25, 187G,  in  which  he  urged  the  people  of  the  several  counties 
or  to\^ns,  on  the  approaching  centennial  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence,  to  cause  to  have  delivered  on  that 
day  an  historical  sketch  of  their  respective  counties  or  towns 
from  their  formation,  and  that  copies  of  said  sketches  be 
filed  in  print  or  manuscript  in  the  clerk's  oflSce  of  the  county 
or  town.  Several  of  the  towns  in  this  State  followed  the 
suggestion.  Some  have  already  printed  parts  of  their 
records,  and  I  have  had  several  inquiries  from  ofiicials  of 
towns  where  the  printing  has  been  already  authorized,  or 
is  under  consideration,  as  to  the  probable  cost,  and  best 
methods  to  pursue.  The  most  complete  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  in  order  to  answer  the  inquiries  was 
from  My.  Don  Gleason  Hill,  town  clerk  of  Dedham,  and 
president  of  the  Dedham  Historical  Society,  under  whose 
direction  two  printed  volumes  of  the  records  of  that  town 
have  been  published  ;  and  I  present  his  two  reports  made 
to  the  town,  which  not  only  give  the  cost  of  that  work  in 
detail,  but  contain  suggestions  which  may  well  be  followed 
in  other  towns. 

At  the  April  town  meeting  au  appropriation  of  S500  Was  made 
for  printing  the  early  records  under  the  direction  of  the  town 
clerk.  The  portions  selected  for  the  first  printed  volnme  were  the 
first  two  books  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  1G35  to  1845. 
Dnring  the  year  1885  the  transcript  of  these  books  for  the  printer 
was  made.    At  the  April  town  meeting,   188G,  an  additional 
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appropriation  of  was  made,  making  a  total  of  $850  appro- 

priated. A  book  of  nearly  300  pages,  with  ckissified  index,  has 
been  printed,  and  the  total  cost  of  an  edition  of  1,000  copies 
is  as  follows  :  For  making  copy  for  printer,  making  index  and 
reading  proof  with  original  record,  and  editing  same,  $275  ;  for 
printing,  including  paper  and  folding,  and  also  circular  to  send 
to  non-residents  announcing  the  publication,  $G89  ;  and  for  bind- 
ing five  hundred  copies  in  cloth,  $80  ;  total,  $1,03G.  The  price 
fixed  per  copy  to  residents  is  less  than  cost,  —  75  cents ;  and  to 
non-residents  $2.10,  or,  if  sent  by  mail  post-paid,  $2.25.  The 
book-trade  furnished  at  $1.75.  The  book  was  ready  a  little  past 
the  middle  of  January,  and  since  that  time  about  two  hundred 
copies  have  already  been  sold,  and  from  the  receipts  and  balance 
of  the  cost  above  the  amount  appropriated  has  been  paid,  and 
there  remains  in  my  hands  about  $G0.  The  work  has  been  well 
received,  and  a  number  of  very  complimentary  notices  have 
appeared  in  the  city  newspapers. 

The  books  have  been  sent  to  California,  Kansas,  and  Wisconsin, 
and  other  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  numerous  letters  have 
been  received  attesting  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  work 
abroad.  Although  the  first  settlers  seemed  to  have  taken  con- 
siderable pains  with  these  records,  yet  names  were  in  many 
instances  omitted  which  should  have  appeared,  though  probably 
but  few  towns  have  as  complete  records  as  Dedham.  Most  of  the 
omissions  occur  from  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
1848,  Avhen  the  Legislature  passed  more  stringent  registration 
laws.  Since  that  date,  1843,  careful  and  more  nearly  complete 
records  have  been  made,  and  copies  thereof  annually  returned  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  fortunately  many  of 
the  omissions  in  the  early  records  can  be  supplied  from  the 
olllcial  records  in  the  different  parishes,  but  it  is  cause  for  much 
regret  that  the  church  records  in  the  Third  Parish  were  wholly 
destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago.  The  town  should  have  the 
benefit  of  these  records,  and  should  take  steps  to  obtain  the  pub- 
lic information  they  contain  before  any  more  are  destroyed.  It 
seems  to  me  the  next  volume  of  printed  records  should  be  supple- 
mentary to  the  one  already  printed. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  town  clerk 
be  permitted  to  use  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of  the  vol- 
ume of  Town  Records  just  printed,  to  prepare  a  second  volume, 
to  consist  of  such  records  in  the  various  parishes  of  the  town  as 
may  be  of  public  interest,  or  may  supplement  the  volunjc  jnst 
printed. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  one  hundred  copies  of  the  volume 
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just  printed  be  divided  between  the  Public  Library  and  Historical 
Association  Society,  to  be  used  by  them  as  exchanges,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  respective  libraries.  This  is  the  practice  in  other 
towns,  and  I  heartily  recommend  it  here. 

At  the  town  meeting  in  April,  1887,  I  submitted  a  report  upon 
the  work  of  printing  the  early  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  and  the  cost  ($1,036)  of  the  book  printed,  showing  that 
the  deficiency  in  the  cost  above  the  appropriation  (S850)  was  paid 
from  the  proceeds  of  sales,  in  my  hands,  of  about  $60.  Since 
that  report  was  made  about  seventy-five  more  books  have  been 
sold,  netting  about  $75,  making  $135.    Upon  my  recommendation 
in  that  report,  the  town  voted  that  the  town  clerk  be  permitted  to 
use  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of  this  first  volume  to  pre- 
pare a  second,  to  consist  of  such  records  in  the  various  parishes 
of  the  town  as  may  be  of  public  interest,  or  may  supplement  the 
first  volume.    I  think  the  amount  received  for  the  sale  of  the  first 
volume  will  be  sufficient  to  prepare  the  manuscript  (exclusive  of 
index)  of  the  second  for  the  printer.    It  will  contain  much  valuable 
matter  supplementary  to  the  first  book,  and  put  in  permanent  form 
records  and  information  which  are  liable  to  destruction  (the  records 
of  one  parish  having  already  been  destroyed),  and  will  fill  up  many 
blanks  which  now  appear  in  the  town  records.    The  result  of  the 
recent  researches  made  in  England,  for  the  Dedham  Historical 
Society,  at  considerable  expense,  is  placed  at  my  disposal  for  this 
volume.    It  contains  much  that  is  of  interest  relative  to  our  early 
settlers,  never  before  printed  ;  and  just  here  let  me  sa}''  that  last 
year  the  town,  by  vote,  gave  to  this  society  fifty  copies  of  the  first 
volume  of  printed  records  to  use  for  exchanges  for  the  benefit  of 
its  library,  and  with  these  copies  a  large  number  of  very  valuable 
local  histories  and  genealogies  have  been  added  to  the  library. 
As  this  is  especially  an  educational  institution,  which  certainly  is 
destined  very  soon  to  be  of  much  value  to  the  people  of  the  town, 
particularly  to  the  advanced  scholars  in  our  high  school,  by  inciting 
an  interest  in  historical  studies,  through  the  medium  of  prizes,  etc., 
which  the  society  will  give,  I  would  ask  and  recommend  that, 
when  this  society  desires  copies  of  the  books  published  by  the 
town,  to  exchange  for  histories  and  genealogies,  the  proper  officials 
of  the  town,  having  the  custody  thereof,  be  authorized,  in  their 
discretion,  to  furnish  the  same  to  it.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
citizen  of  the  town,  an  unassuming  woman,  in  leaving  so  much  of 
her  estate  by  her  will  to  establish  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
worthy  poor,  and  also  so  much  to  the  literary  institutions  of  the 
town,  has  thus  far  surpassed  all  former  public  benefactors  of 


1890.] 


SENATE  — No.  2. 


43' 


the  town,  it  seems  proper  that  there  should  be  some  memorial  to 
her  memory,  and  1  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  second  volume  of  records  be  dedicated  by  the  town,  in  fitting 
language,  to  the  memory  of  Hannah  Shuttleworth,  and  if  possible 
that  it  contain  her  portrait. 

I  think  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  will  be  suHicient  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  would  recommend  the  town  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate that  amount  to  publish  the  second  volume  of  records,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  the  first,  and  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  volumes  to  pay  any  deficiency  in  cost,  above  the 
appropriations,  and  to  account  therefor  to  the  town. 

The  other  towns  which  have  reported  upon  the  cost  of 
printing  present  about  the  same  cost  per  volume  as  in  Dedham. 

Dedham  has  commenced  the  annual  printing  of  the  records 
of  her  town  meetings,  beginning  with  the  March  meeting  in 
1887,  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  beginning  with 
the  year  1887.  Other  towns,  I  hear,  have  adopted  this 
most  admirable  plan,  and  as  the  annual  expense  is  com- 
paratively small,  and  its  advantages  are  great,  it  is  worthy 
the  consideration  of  all  the  larger  towns.  Mr.  Hill  will 
gladly  furnish  to  town  officers,  for  their  guidance,  any 
information  in  regard  to  the  detail  of  the  work  which  he 
has  directed. 

Records  in  Other  States. 
No  inquiry  has  been  made  in  regard  to  records  of  towns 
now  in  other  States  which  were  formerly  in  Massachusetts, 
nor  in  re^^ard  to  records  in  other  States  relatins;  to  cases  in 
court  arising  in  this  ;  but  I  hope  during  the  coming  year  to 
gather  some  information  in  regard  to  them.  An  act  passed 
Dec.  29,  1687,  provided  that  cases  arising  in  Hampshire 
County  supreme  court  of  judicature  should  thereafter  be 
heard  at  Hartford,  Conn.  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  State  Librarian  of  Connecticut,  made  to 
the  General  Assembly  Jan.  9,  1889,  I  fmd  the  following: 
"  The  records  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  held  at 
New  Haven  for  the  counties  of  New  Haven  and  Fairfield, 
and  at  Hartford  for  the  counties  of  Hartford  and  New  Lon- 
don, with  the  county  of  Hampshire  in  Massachusetts,  are 
not  in  any  of  our  record  repositories,  nor  do  we  know  that 
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they  exist.  Sessions  were  to  be  held  in  l)oth  phices  twice 
in  each  year,  and  we  are  informed  that  the  first  was  hehl  at 
New  Haven  April  10,  1688,  and  at  Hartford  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month,  and  in  September  following  the}^  were 
likewise  held  in  either  place."  It  will  be  seen  that  so  much 
of  the  records  pertaining  to  IMassachusetts  has  probably 
disappeared. 

General  Interest  in  Records. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  an  interest  in  the  subject  of 
the  preservation  of  the  public  records  has  been  awakened 
by  the  first  report  of  this  Commission.  Local  papers  in 
several  of  the  cities  and  towns  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  people  to  it,  and  to  the  necessity  of  preserving  their 
records  by  printing.  Persons  are  constantly  furnishing  this 
ofEce  with  information  in  re<T^ard  to  missins:  records  men- 
tioned  in  it,  some  of  which  have  ah-eady  been  recovered. 
Requests  for  the  report  are  received  from  historians,  pro- 
fessors and  students  of  history  in  colleges  in  other  States, 
and  from  societies  ;  and  Massachusetts  is  congratulated  upon 
being  the  first  to  establish  such  a  commission,  as  she  has 
been  first  in  inaugurating  many  movements  which  have  been 
followed  by  other  States,  and  the  hope  has  been  expressed 
by  the  writers  that  their  States  may  be  induced  to  follow  in 
the  work. 

Legislation. 

The  legislation  which  I  Avould  recommend  may  be  briefly 
summarized  as  follows  :  — 

First,  an  amendment  to  section  15  of  chapter  37  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  which  will  authorize  the  city  or  town  clerk 
to  demand  the  records  of  an  extinct  church  or  religious 
society. 

Second,  an  act  requiring  ex-collectors  or  their  executors 
or  administrators  to  deliver  to  the  city  or  town  clerks  all 
records  which  are  in  their  possession  pertaining  to  the  assess- 
ment or  collection  of  taxes  in  their  respective  cities  or  towns, 
and  requiring  all  collectors  in  office  to  deliver  to  such  clerks 
all  such  records  excei)t  those  in  current  use,  and  requiring, 
also,  that  the  clerks  shall  demand  these  records. 
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Third,  amend luents  to  sections  1  and  4  of  cliapter  32  of 
the  Public  Statutes,  which  shall  require  that  the  facts  to 
be  returned  to  the  city  and  town  clerks,  and  to  be  by 
them  recorded,  shall  include  the  maiden  name  of  a  deceased 
married  woman,  and  the  maiden  liame  of  the  mother  of  a 
deceased  child. 

Fourth,  an  act  to  provide  for  new  indexes  in  the  registry 
of  probate  in  Plymouth  County,  similar  to  chapter  262.  of 
the  Acts  of  1889,  which  provides  for  such  in  the  Hamp- 
shire County  registry  of  probate. 

Fifth,  a  more  severe  penalty  for  carrying  away,  defacing, 
alterino;,  or  mutilatino^  the  records  mentioned  in  section  16 
of  chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  a  penalty  for 
similar  offences  against  the  records  of  the  State. 

I  strongly  approve  of  the  suggestion  before  referred  to, 
wdiich  I  understand  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  that 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1642  to 
1796,  be  copied  from  the  court  records  and  printed. 

The  laws  relating  to  records  seem  in  the  main  sufficient, 
the  existinf^  condition  of  affairs  beini?  on  account  of  the  iscno- 
ranee  or  disregard  of  the  law.  My  policy  will  be  to  con- 
vince of  the  necessity  of  improvement,  and  to  urge  it  on 
behalf  of  the  State,  and  I  anticipate  such  co-operation  on 
i  the  part  of  the  persons  having  the  care  of  the  records,  as  to 
'  make  much  legislation  unnecessary. 

^  ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

S  Commissioner, 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  ox  Public  Records 
OF  Pakishes,  Towns,  anu  Counties, 
9  Pauk  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  January  7,  1891. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Legishitiire  the  third 
report  on  the  custody  and  condition  of  tlie  public  records 
of  parishes,  towns,  and  counties.  In  presenting  the  intro- 
ductory part  of  the  report  I  find  it  necessary  to  refer  some- 
what at  length  to  subjects  that  are  treated  later  under  their 
respective  heads.  If  I  have  seemed  to  dwell  too  much  at 
length  upon  some  subjects,  or  to  advance  too  much  in  illus- 
tration, it  is  because  I  wish  to  lay  before  the  recording  or 
town  officers  the  advantages  to  Ije  derived  from  improve- 
ment in  their  methods  or  action,  and  have  found  the  argu- 
ments here  advanced  efficacious  with  many  with  whom  I 
have  been  able  to  converse. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  report  that 
in  tile  work  of  investigation  I  have  been  received  by  the 
recording  officers,  not  in  an  antagonistic  spirit  as  a  censor, 
but  cordially  as  an  ally  in  their  attempt  at  improvement, 
and  as  a  medium  through  which  the  defects  in  the  system 
of  keeping  records  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature.  Suggestions  u[)on  methods  have  l)een  asked 
of  me  verbally  and  by  letter,  and  methods  in  some  offices 
which  I  had  noted  as  good  have  been  adopted  in  others. 

The  scope  of  my  work  has  been  misunderstood,  and  I 
have  had  several  requests  to  inspect  the  contents  of  records, 
and  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  recording  officer  is 
keeping  a  proper  record.  This  I  have  not  considered  a 
part  of  my  duty  ;  my  inquiry  has  been  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  kinds  of  records  to  be  kept  were  in 
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places,  and  in  the  condition,  so  far  as  it  related  to  their 
preservation,  required  by  statute. 

Where  the  statutes  have  not  been  complied  with,  the 
attention  of  the  proper  persons  has  been  called  to  the  delin- 
quency, and  their  duties  stated ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  the  State  had  not,  years  ago,  exercised  some  super- 
vision of  the  kind  over  the  records,  which  would  have  saved 
many  of  them  from  partial  or  complete  destruction.  In 
many  places  action  has  been  taken  toward  carrying  out  the 
statute  provisions,  but  in  a  few  I  learned  that  no  action  was 
likely  to  be  taken,  as  "nothing  could  be  done  about  it," 
and  in  the  remaining  no  report  has  reached  me.  In  those 
where  the  intention  to  comply  is  evident  I  have  done  no 
more  than  urge  that  the  most  important  matters  receive  the 
lirst  attention  ;  in  such  as  relied  upon  the  security  which 
want  of  supervision  in  the  past  had  given  I  called  attention 
to  the  penalties  prescribed ;  and  in  the  last-named  further 
investigation  will  be  necessary.  I  propose  to  ask  the  aid 
of  the  prosecuting  officers  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
in  all  cases  where  there  is  a  disposition  to  disregard  the 
authority  of  the  State. 

Much  of  the  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  selectmen  is  owing 
to  the  indefiniteness  of  the  statutes  in  regard  to  their  powei  s 
and  duties.  In  the  case  of  Clark  and  Others  v.  Inhabitants 
of  Russell,  11 G  Mass.  455,  Judge  Colt  said  :  "  The  powers 
and  duties  of  selectmen  are  not  distinctly  defined  by  statute. 
They  can  only  exercise  the  powers  which  are  incident  to  the 
limited  authority  conferred  upon  them  by  their  office  ;  they 
are  not  general  agents,  clothed  with  all  the  [)owers  of  the 
corporate  body  for  which  they  act ;  they  are  to  be  regarded 
rather  as  special  agents,  with  power  to  do  such  acts  as  are 
required  to  meet  in  the  ordinar}^  way  the  exigencies  that 
may  arise  in  town  affairs.  The  extent  of  this  authority 
may  indeed  depend  largely  upon  long-continued  vises  and 
customs." 

This  has  led  cautious  selectmen  to  hesitate  to  exercise  any 
authority  or  take  any  res[)onsibility  which  their  })redeces- 
sors  had  not  exercised  or  taken,  and  thus  year  after  year  has 
gone  by  with  no  improvement  in  the  matter  of  caring  for 
the  records.    To  such,  the  fact  that  the  State  is  re(iuiring 
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that  the  records  shall  have  attention  is  welcome,  and  from 
such,  improvement  may  be  expected. 

Considering  the  insecurity  of  many  of  the  records,  the 
State  is  fortunate  that  no  important  ones  have  been  lost  by 
during  the  past  year,  unless  the  records  of  an  extinct 
church  in  Southborough,  elsewhere  referred  to,  prove  to 
have  ))een  such.  By  a  fire  in  Rockland  some  temporary 
records  and  papers,  considered  unimportant,  and  not  in  a 
safe,  were  burned  ;  but  no  important  records  were  destroyed, 
although  some  were  so  badly  scorched  as  to  require  rebind- 
ing.^ 

All  tlie  records  of  the  town  clerk  of  Wcntworth,  N.  II., 
were  l)urned  in  March  last,  the  town  having  no  safe.  This 
is  the  second  New  Hampshire  town  which  has  lost  its 
records  since  October,  1889  ;  and  the  Salem  Press  Publish- 
ing and  Printing  Company,  which  is  asking,  by  circular, 
information  in  regard  to  the  old  records  of  the  towns  of 
New  Enfiland  out  of  Massachusetts,  finds  tlie  most  common 
answer  to  be,  "  Records  destroyed  by  tire." 

Differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  fire-proof  qualities  of  the 
safes  or  vaults  often  exist  among  the  town  officers,  and  in 
several  towns  my  opinion  has  been  asked,  with  a  view 
of  putting  the  responsibility  upon  me.  Although  I  have 
obtained  enough  information  from  safe-makers  to  be  able  to 
unhesitatingly  condemn  some  safes,  which  I  have  done,  I 
have  refused  to  assume  the  position  of  an  expert,  and  of 
deciding  in  cases  where  there  was  the  least  doubt;  and,  for 
fear  of  any  misunderstanding  upon  the  matter,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  statement  hereafter  that  a  safe  had  been  ap[)roved 
by  a  representative  of  the  State,  I  hereby  disclaim  any 
responsibility  which  belongs  to  the  selectmen. 

In  the  first  report  of  this  commission  it  was  stated  th  it 
there  ^vere  some  towns,  not  now  recognized  as  such,  which, 
so  far  as  the  State  record  is  concerned,  have  never  become 
extinct,  and  Winchester  was  cited  as  an  illustration,  in  thc-c 
words:  "The  plantation  of  Arlington  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire  was  made  the  town  of  '  Winchester,'  but  no  fur- 

>  As  this  goes  to  press,  the  safe  coiitixiniiig  the  leeords  of  the  selectmen  :i  id 
assessors,  and  many  old  records  of  I'oriner  collectors,  is  in  the  ruins  of  a  large  lire 
in  Athol. 
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ther  record  of  the  mime  of  "Winchester  in  this  connection 
can  be  found."  This  hist  statement  has  been  adversely  criti- 
cised, it  being  stated  that  it  was  perfectly  well  known  that 
Winchester  was  relinquished  to  New  Hampshire  by  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line  in  1741. 

The  following  matters  of  record  substantiate  the  statement 
that  no  further  record  of  the  name  appears  in  connection  with 
its  extinction,  secession,  usurpation,  or  whatever  term  may 
be  used  to  signify  its  departure  from  Massachusetts  :  June 
16,  1739  (Prov.  Laws,  Vol.  IL,  p.  9IK)),  the  plantation  of 
Arlington  is  estal)lished  as  the  township  of  Winchester. 
June  18,  1739  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  XVTL,  p.  69),  the  new 
plantation  or  township  called  "Arlington"  is  mentioned. 
June  22,  1739  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  XVIL,  p.  79),  the  new 
townshi[)  called  "  Winchester"  is  referred  to.  Under  date 
of  Friday,  April  3,  1741,  I  lind  the  following  in  the  jour- 
nal of  Richard  IIazen,i  Avho  ran  the  boundary  line  between 
jNIassachusetts  and  Xcw  Hampshire  which  has  l)een  in  dis- 
pute ever  since  :  "  It  left  most  part  of  the  town  of  AVinches- 
ter  on  the  north  side;,  if  not  all."  This  line  is  claimed  to 
have  taken  Winchester  out  of  oMassachusetts  ;  but  Ilazen's 
journal  contains  the  only  record  pertaining  to  the  matter, 
and  neither  that  nor  a  copy  is  in  possession  of  ]\Iassachu- 
setts.  June  20,  1743  (Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  XVIL,  Part  4,  p. 
93),  the  town  of  Winchester  is  mentioned.  Fel).  1,  1746 
(Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  XVIL,  Part  5,  p.  286),  the  town  of 
Winchester  is  mentioned  in  the  records  for  the  last  time. 
July  2,  1753  (N.  H.  Council  Rec,  Vol.  1.,  p.  171), 
the  town  of  Winchester  was  incorporated.  May  29,  1745 
(printed  Joui'nal  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Represent- 
atives), Winchester  is  in  the  list  of  towns  com|)i-ised  in  Ilani})- 
shire  Count}',  and  it  has  been  so  given  in  every  journal  since 
1740.  Monday,  July  2,  1753,  the  records  of  the  (►Id  town  of 
Winchester  bear  the  heading  for  the  first  time,  "  Province  of 
New  Hampshire." 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that,  while  the  line  run  in  1741 
is  said  to  leave  "most  [)art  of  the  town  on  the  north  side?, 
if  not  all,"  the  Massachusetts  Records  mention  it  as  a  Mas<»a- 
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chusetts  town  until  1746  ;  New  Hampshire  does  not  give  it  a 
charter  until  1753  ;  and  even  then  the  Massachusetts  House 
of  Representatives  in  its  Journal  claims  it  until  1754,  after 
which  it  disappears  from  the  jjrinted  records  of  the  State  by 
the  simple  omission  of  the  name  in  the  list  of  towns.  The 
true  explanation  of  the  matter  prol)al)ly  is  that  the  people 
were  at  first  aggrieved  at  being  put  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
New  Hampshire,  by  the  new  line,  and  continued  to  claim 
residence  in  Massachusetts  during  twelve  years  of  the  quar- 
rel over  the  line ;  but,  finding  themselves  more  and  more 
neglected  by  Massachusetts,  as  the  petition  to  New  Hamp- 
shire for  a  new  charter  recites,  they  al)andoned  their  alle- 
giance to  Massachusetts,  and  left  without  any  legislation  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  and  consequently  with  no  record  of 
their  departure.  Whatever  the  explanation,  the  fact  exists, 
that,  unless  some  records  now  unknown  appear,  there  is  no 
record  in  the  State  which  gives  any  information  with  regard 
to  the  disap];)earance  of  Winchester. 

Town  Records. 
At  the  time  of  presenting  the  second  report,  I  had  not 
made  investi«:ation  of  the  condition  of  the  records  in  a  suf- 
ficient  number  of  towns  to  draw  conclusions.  I  had 
i-nspectcd  the  records  in  but  ten  towns  ;  part  at  requests 
of  persons  making  complaints,  and  part  at  the  request  of 
the  clerk  or  selectmen.  I  did  not  report  specifically  upon 
the  condition  of  afiairs  in  these  towns,  as  it  seemed  unfair 
to  single  them  oat  and  subject  them  to  the  criticism  which  I 
was  led  to  believe  many  of  the  towns  deserved.  I  therefore 
sent  a  circular,  which  is  quoted  on  pages  7  and  8  of  the  sec- 
ond ref)ort,  to  those  and  all  other  towns,  hoping  that  it  would 
lead  them  to  take  steps  toward  iin[)rovenient.  I  liave  now 
visited  eighty-six  towns  and  twelve  cities,  and  a  detailed 
report  in  regard  to  the  custody  and  condition  of  their  rec- 
ords is  ap[)ended.  I  also  visited  several  towns  without 
notification  in  advance,  and  was  unable  to  obtain  any  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  records.  It  will  be  seen  that  those 
in  which  the  laws  in  regard  to  the  records  were  wholly  (com- 
plied with  were  so  few  that  it  may  almost  be  said  that  there 
were  none,     ^lany  towns  had  no  safes  ;  many  others  had 
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safes  which  were  such  only  in  name  ;  and  in  many  towns 
where  provision  had  been  made  which  the  town  officers 
considered  sufficient,  they  had  put  their  own  definition  on 
the  word  "records;"  and,  if  the  record  books  of  town 
meetings,  current  books  of  mortgages  of  personal  property, 
and  the  Later  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  were 
in  a  safe,  they  had  considered  the  town  well  provided.  No 
attention  had  been  paid  to  tax  lists,  records  of  the  select- 
men's meetings  and  orders,  school  district  and  school  com- 
mittee records,  collectors'  records,  and  more  especially  to 
the  numberless  })apers  which  the  statutes  require  shall  be 
"filed  and  arranged  conveniently  for  examination  and  ref- 
erence," and  upon  the  filing  of  which  the  legality  of  many 
matters  of  town  and  individual  rights  depends.  In  many 
towns  a  clerk  going  out  of  office  had  carelessly  or  inten- 
tionally neglected  to  transmit  to  his  successor  old  records 
and  papers  not  often  referred  to,  which  were  laid  away  in 
some  unused  closet,  attic,  or  shed. 

The  reasons  I'or  this  condition  of  aftairs  are  many,  and  for 
some  there  are  excuses.  The  old  uses  and  customs  have 
been  followed  by  successive  town  officers,  and  no  thought 
has  been  given  to  any  law  in  the  matter ;  wliat  a  former  clerk 
or  board  of  selectmen  did,  their  successors  have  continued 
to  do.  If  a  clerk  has  stated  his  need  for  better  accommoda- 
tions for  his  records  and  papers,  he  has  been  thought 
notional,  exacting,  or  fussy,  and  his  request  has  been 
ignored.  The  selectmen,  having  a  I'c-election  in  view  and 
wishing  to  make  a  reputation  for  economy,  have  hesitated 
to  incur  an  expense  which  the  previous  board  had  not  con- 
sidered necessary,  and  their  re-election  has  been  an  a})proval 
of  their  course.  Meanwhile  records  and  papers  have  accu- 
mulated, and  the  condition  of  affairs  has  grown  from  bad  to 
worse.  If  the  selectmen,  conscious  of  the  bad  condition, 
but  wishing  the  approval  of  the  town  before  taking  action, 
ask  for  an  approjn-iation,  the  town  has  sometimes  refused 
it,  and  they  have  naturally  been  deterred  from  acting,  so 
that  the  blame  falls  directly  u})()n  the  town. 

The  most  important  step  in  the  direction  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  all  town  records,  after  the  town  clerks  are  ])ut  upon 
a  peraianent  business-like  basis,  as  advocated  later  in  this 
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report,  would  be  a  provision  that  every  retiring  town  officer 
shall  deliver  all  records,  papers,  and  town  property  in  his 
possession  to  his  successor,  under  oath.  This  is  the  law  in 
New  York,  re-enacted  June  7,  181)0,  by  an  act  entitled  "  The 
Town  Law,"  some  other  provisions  of  which  might  well 
be  adopted  in  this  State.  ^Nlany  records,  more  especially 
unbound,  have  been  lost  by  tlie  failure  of  the  town  officer 
to  deliver  them  to  his  successor ;  and  there  are  to-day  many 
which  can  be  obtained  lying  about  uncared  for  in  the  houses 
or  offices  of  ex-officers,  or  in  possession  of  the  families  of 
those  deceased.  Some  have  already  been  recovered  at  my 
instigation,  and  many  clerks  are  ready  to  search  for  any  of 
which  they  can  discover  trace,  if  they  can  be  compensated 
for  their  time  and  expenses. 

By  chapters  Go  and  229  of  the  Acts  of  1863,  it  was  made 
the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  every  city  and  town  to  make  out 
a  full  and  com])lete  record  of  the  names  of  all  the  soldiers 
and  officers  who  composed  his  town's  quota  in  the  Rebellion. 
The  Adjutant-General  was  to  furnish  a  book  for  the  ])urpose, 
upon  application,  and  it  was  to  be-ke[)t  in  the  clerk's  office. 
No  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  act  in  very  many  towns. 
I  have  seen  very  few  books,  and  many  of  those  were  either 
l)lank  or  had  an  occasional  entry  evidently  made  by  any  per- 
son who  chose  to  write  what  he  knew  or  thought  he  knew 
concerning  a  soldier's  record.  In  one  town  the  Grand  Army 
Post  recently  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  the  record  has 
been  properly  made,  and  1  wouKl  suggest  that  the  several 
Posts  give  their  attention  to  this,  and  insist  that  so  important 
a  matter  of  history  be  correctly  recorded. 

Feeling  exists  between  the  people  of  old  towns  and  those 
of  towns  set  olf  from  them  in  regard  to  the  possession  of  the 
old  records.  It  not  unfrequently  has  hap[)ened  that  at  the 
time  of  division  the  recording  officer  and  the  records  were 
in  the  part  of  the  town  established  as  the  new,  and  the 
records  have  consequently  remained  in  the  new.  If  the  new 
town  has  become  the  larger,  it  feels  entitled  to  the  old 
records.  Records  considered  as  belonging  in  the  new  town 
have  been  loaned  to  the  old,  and  then  kept  under  the  claim 
of  ownership.  North  Adams,  by  the  act  of  incorporation, 
retained  the  records  of  Adams,  and  it  nia}^  be  that  other 
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new  towns  hold  the  records  by  similar  acts.  Persons  visit 
and  write  to  the  old  town  for  information  which  is  in  the 
records  in  the  new,  causing  the  clerk  much  unnecessary 
trouble,  and  being  themselves  disappointed.  This  owner- 
ship should  be  settled.  It  seems  a[)pro[)riate  and  proper 
that  the  records  slioukl  be  in  tlie  town  whose  name  they 
bear;  and  force  is  given  to  this  argument  from  the  fact  that, 
if  a  town  is  originally  established  as  the  north,  south,  east, 
or  west  town,  and  a  connecting  link  which  would  lead  a 
[)erson  to  search  in  the  new  town  for  the  old  records  is 
retained  for  a  while,  the  name  is  soon  changed,  and  that  link 
is  dropped.  Ten  towns  have  dropped  the  old  name,  and 
the  remaining  ten  named  from  the  points  of  the  compass 
will  undoubtedly  become  ambitious  to  have  independent 
names. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that,  in  my  inspection  of 
the  records  in  cities  and  towns,  I  should  prepare  lists  of  the 
records,  and  print  them  in  this  report.  While  it  may  be 
well  later  to  prepare  such  lists,  it  has  seemed  more  important 
to  see  that  such  records  as  were  in  proper  custody  were  safely 
kept,  and  that  missing  records  be  found,  if  possil)le,  and 
placed  there,  before  making  .a  list  which  would  now  be 
incomplete. 

In  the  following,  which  gives  the  condition  of  aflairs  per- 
taining to  the  records,  the  date  of  the  visit  of  inspection  is 
given.  In  the  towns  earliest  visited,  the  examinations  were 
of  a  general  character,  particular  records  and  papers  not 
being  searched  for,  and  the  I'cport  upon  those  is  less  explicit 
than  upon  those  since  visited.  Comparisons  cannot,  there- 
fore, justly  be  drawn. 

'  Adams  (Oct.  9,  1890).  A  building  supposed  to  be  fire-proof, 
built  partly  by  the  county,  and  used  by  both  town  and  county. 
A  large  safe  used  for  the  records  of  the  clerk  and  selectmen  is  now 
full.  The  valuation  lists  are  not  in  a  safe.  About  twenty-five  vol- 
lunes  of  collectors'  records,  some  older  than  1878,  the  time  of  divi- 
sion, are  in  the  safe.  Apart  of  the  marriage  certificates  and  buriid 
returns  are  preserved,  the  years  not  being  known,  except  during 
the  present  clerk's  term,  since  1888.  Many  of  tiie  records  of 
Adams  are  at  North  Adams,  althougli  the  gt-nenil  impression  is 
that  they  were  all  burned.  The  clerk  is  in  tJie  oflice  in  business 
hours. 
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Amesbury  (July  21,  1890).  No  towu  Imll.  The  clerk  luis  a 
room  in  the  Opera  House  Block,  with  very  meagre  accommoda- 
tions. The  selectmen  and  assessors  have  offices  in  the  Armory 
liuikling.  The  selectmen  have  two  large  safes,  but  the  clerk's  sale 
is  old,  and  of  doubtful  value.  Some  of  the  old  records  need 
rebinding.  An  old  book,  bearing  date  1G46,  is  in  fragments,  and 
is  kept  in  a  pasteboard  box  to  prevent  its  being  destroyed  by 
handling.  An  old  town  building  between  Merrimac  and  Ames- 
bury  was  burnt  years  ago,  and  with  it  probably  many  old  records 
and  books. 

Amherst  (July  14,  1890).  A  new  stone  town  hall  is  nearly 
ready  for  occupancy,  with  a  large  vault  sutiicient  for  all  the  rec- 
ords. The  records  are  at  present  in  a  vault  in  the  savings  bank, 
all  in  good  condition.  The  collectors'  records  for  one  hundred 
years  are  in  possession  of  the  clerk. 

Atiiol  (Oct.  .'),  1890).^  The  selectmen  have  a  room  in  a  busi- 
ness block,  their  records  and  those  of  the  assessors  being  kept 
there  in  a  safe  now  full.  The  clerk  has  in  his  store  an  old  safe  of 
doubtful  value,  unless  special  pains  were  taken  by  the  fire  depart- 
ment to  preserve  it.  His  records  are  in  it,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  old  volumes  of  mortgages  which  have  been  crowded  out. 
Valuation  lists  almost  continuous  from  1789  to  1824  are  unbound  ; 
those  from  IS'M)  are  bound.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  are  preserved  for  nine  years,  and  possibly  longer.  The 
town  endeavored  some  years  ago  to  call  in  the  collectors' 
records,  and  succeeded  in  getting  those  for  some  twenty  years. 
Two  volumes  of  proprietors'  records,  and  the  first  volume  of 
town  proceedings,  need  binding.  j\Iore  room  is  needed  for  the 
records. 

Ayer  (]\[ay  2, 1890).  Brick  town  hall.  The  town  clerk's  busi- 
ness olfice  is  in  the  second  story  of  a  business  block,  where  he 
keeps  all  his  records,  a  record  of  mortgages  being  the  only  one 
kept  in  the  safe.  The  assessors'  records  are  at  the  town  hall  not 
in  a  safe.  The  selectmen's  records  are  there  also,  in  an  old  safe. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  i\Iar- 
riagc  certificates  are  now  preserved.  An  appropriation  of  oue 
thousand  dollars  has  just  been  made  i'or  building  a  vault. 

BARNSTAiiLi:  (Oct.  28,  1889).  ^\^hile  visiting  the  county  olfices, 
I  learned  that  llu;  clerk's  office  was  at  Osterville,  about  seven  miles 
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distant.  Was  unable  to  visit  it,  and  keep  other  appointments. 
Conversation  with  the  chairman  of  tlie  selectmen  has  led  to  the  pur- 
chase of  an  additional  large  fire-proof  safe. 

Bedford  (July  25,  1890).  The  clerk  has  a  safe  at  his  house  in 
which  his  records  are  kept,  but  more  room  is  needed  for  files  and 
new  records.  The  selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are  not  ii^ 
safes.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served.   One  old  volume  needs  binding. 

1>elcjii:rtown  (July  14,  1^90) .  There  is  a  safe  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  in  his  store,  and  a  new  vault  in  the  public  library  building. 
The  records  are  all  kept  in  one  or  the  other.  The  collectors'  rec- 
ords have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1S87.  Three  of  the 
oldest  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  need  arranging 
and  binding. 

Beverly  (Aug.  26,  1890).  The  town  has  a  vault  in  the  town 
building,  used  by  the  clerk,  selectmen,  and  assessors.  The  valu- 
ation lists  from  about  1820  are  bound  ;  many  prior  to  that  time 
are  unbound  in  bundles  in  the  vault.  The  collectors'  records 
earlier  than  1870  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  are  preserved  for  many  years.  Okl 
volumes  have  been  rebound  and  are  in  good  condition.  Tax  lists 
from  1754  to  1810  are  bound  in  seven  vohimes,  and  are  in  the 
vault.  A  large  new  vault  has  been  built,  luid  is  being  thoroughly 
dried  for  occupanc}^    The  clerk  is  in  the  ofiice  in  business  liours. 

IjOlton  (July  28,  1890) .  There  is  a  good  vault  in  tiie  town  hall, 
containing  all  tlie  records,  including  those  of  the  selectmen  and 
assessors.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  are  preserved 
since  1887  ;  for  a  few  years  back  of  that  they  are  incomplete,  and 
further  back  still  they  are  complete  for  many  years. 

Boston  (at  different  times  between  Nov.  21,  and  Dec.  9,  1890.) 
The  first  and  second  fioors  of  the  city  hall  are  intended  to  be  fire- 
proof, but  are  not  so  considered.  The  city  clerk  has  a  vault  on 
tlic  second  fioor,  in  which  the  Boston  city  and  tcj^vn  records  and 
current  papers  are  kept.  The  records  of  the  annexed  cities  and 
towns,  which  may  be  called  their  town  or  city  records,  are  in  tlie 
record  room,  not  in  a  vault.  The  files  of  papcirs,  including  the 
most  ancient,  are  not  in  fire-proof  quarters.  Improved  metal 
roller  shelving  lias  })een  introduced  into  the  record  room,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  records.    A  room  in  the  basement,  fire- 
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proof  except  that  it  has  a  long  window,  contains  old  records  of 
the  clerk's  oflice  and  of  cities  and  towns  annexed,  and  parish 
records,  election  matter,  etc.  This  room  contain  two  tiers  of 
plate-iron  boxes  or  safes.  One  large  fire-proof  room  in  the  base- 
ment has  recently  been  constructed,  in  which  the  ballot-boxes  and 
ballots  are  kept  to  the  exclusion  of  records. 

The  auditor  has  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  used  as  offices, 
where  the  books  and  papers  for  a  few  of  the  last  years  are  kept, 
the  older  ones  being  at  present  in  a  room  in  the  upper  story,  but 
wliich  will  be  removed  to  a  new  fire-proof  vault  now  ready  for 
occupancy.  There  are  four  iron  boxes,  called  safes,  in  the  office, 
which  contain  deeds  and  papers.  The  old  bills  of  the  districts 
annexed  to  Boston  are  in  this  office. 

The  city  registrar  has  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  where  all  records 
are  kept,  not  in  vaults.  A  vault  recently  built  in  the  basement, 
and  now  ready  for  occupancy,  will  be  used  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  all  original  records,  so  far  as  possible,  copies  being  retained  in 
their  present  quarters. 

The  assessors  have  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  where  the  records 
for  the  current  and  five  previous  years  are  kept,  not  in  vaults. 
They  have  also  two  rooms  in  the  basement,  used  for  storage,  both 
so  full  as  to  make  convenient  arrangement  impossible,  which  con- 
tain all  the  assessors'  older  records,  including  those  of  the  cities 
and  towns  annexed.  More  room  is  absolutely  necessary.  The 
most  ancient  lists  are  in  pamphlets,  and  should  be  bound  for 
their  preservation. 

The  treasurer  has  a  vault  on  the  first  floor,  for  current  records, 
and  another  one-half  story  above,  used  for  older  ones.  The  old 
records  of  the  annexed  cities  and  towns  are  here,  and,  together 
with  the  accumulation  of  other  books  and  papers,  have  been  put 
in  as  convenient  order  for  reference  as  the  limited  quarters  will 
permit.  Many  of  the  old  cash  books,  some  of  as  early  date  as 
170G,  and  continuing  to  1843,  are  in  pamphlet  form,  and  should 
be  bound. 

Tlie  collector  has  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  with  a  vault  suffi- 
cient for  comparatively  few  records.  The  overflow  of  these  highly 
important  records,  caused  by  the  yearly  accumulation,  is  phiced 
in  cases  in  this  room  and  in  a  room  in  the  basement,  not  in 
vaults.  Tax  lists  from  1802  are  liere  unprotected.  The  collectors' 
records  prior  to  this  time  are  in  possession  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor. 

The  sewer  department  has  rooms  on  the  third  floor  of  the  city 
hall,  and  in  a  dwelling-house  fitted  for  offices.  No.  H  Beacon 
Street.    No  provision  is  made  for  the  safety  of  the  plans,  which 
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are,  in  fact,  the  record  of  imderground  public  work,  and  are  all 
that  exists  to  give  mformation  in  regard  to  such  work.  Their 
loss  could  not  be  supplied. 

The  street  commissioners  have  rooms  on  the  third  floor,  their 
records  being  kept  in  an  old  safe  which  was  brought  from  the 
municipal  court  room  in  Dorchester.  This  is  apparently  worthless 
in  its  present  situation. 

The  water  board  has  a  large  fire-proof  safe,  new  two  years  ago, 
of  sufficient  size  for  their  records  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  city  surveyor  has  rooms  on  the  third  and  fifth  floors  of  the 
city  hall,  where  his  plans  are  kept.  Many  ancient  plans  are  here  of 
which  no  duplicates  exist,  including  two  volumes  of  Hale's  plans 
of  the  streets,  alleys,  courts,  etc.,  made  in  181tJ.  The  plans  and 
notes  of  surve3^3  in  the  Dorchester  district  are  on  the  upper  floor 
of  the  municipal  court  building  at  Field's  Corner,  Dorchester. 

The  city  engineer  has  rooms  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  floors  of 
city  hall,  and  in  the  building  at  No  1  i  Beacon  Street.  No  provision 
is  made  for  the  safety  of  the  plans.  There  is  a  small  fire-proof 
building  at  South  Framingham,  used  as  a  storage  room  for  plans 
of  the  additional  water  supply. 

The  school  committee  have  their  headquarters  in  a  brick  build- 
ing on  Mason  Street,  formerly  used  as  a  school-house,  one  room 
of  which  is  used  as  the  ward  room.  Records  are  kept  in  two  old 
safes  brought  from  Charlestown,  which  were  altered  to  make  them 
more  roomy  at  the  expense  of  their  safety,  and  they  are  not  con- 
sidered fire-proof.  The  large  collection  of  files  of  papers  which 
have  been  arranged  by  the  present  secretary  are  not  in  fire-proof 
quarters.  At  the  time  of  the  fire  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1881),  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  remove  the  records  for  safety. 

The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  a  room  in  the  Charity  liuilding, 
Chardon  Street,  where  the  records  since  tlie  establishment  of  the 
board  as  now  constructed,  for  its  whole  term  of  twenty-six  years, 
are  kept.  Volumes  of  the  overseers'  bills  from  1838,  which  have 
been  bound  ;  records  of  the  town  crier,  recovered  by  the  board  ; 
many  old  pnpers  of  the  selectnien,  a  partial  catalogue  of  which  was 
annexed  to  the  annual  report  in  1877  ;  and  the  tax  lists  of  the 
cities  and  towns  annexed  to  lioston,  are  also  in  the  vault.  The 
older  records  and  papers,  for  which  there  is  not  room  in  the 
vault,  are  in  a  room  in  the  building,  unprotected. 

The  commissioners  of  public  institutions  have  a  room  in  the 
building  No.  14  Beacon  Street,  and  all  records  are  kept  in  safes. 

The  hoard  of  licnUli  have  rooms  in  a  dwelling-house  fitted  for 
offices,  No.  12  Beacon  Street.  There  is  no  safe  for  the  records, 
exc('[)t  a  valueless  one  sixteen  by  eighteen  inelies.    The  original 
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death  returns  from  May,  1875,  to  May,  1878,  during  which  time 
they  were  by  law  returned  to  this  board,  are  in  the  attic  of  the 
building,  unprotected. 

The  registrars  of  voters  have  rooms  in  the  building  No.  14 
Beacon  Street.  Most  of  the  original  records  are  in  safes,  one  of 
which  is  poor.  Much  valuable  material,  which  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  replace,  is,  however,  exposed. 

The  fire  commissioners  have  rooms  in  a  business  building.  No. 
74  Tremont  Street,  where  there  is  a  good  safe  in  which  the  records 
are  kept.  There  are  files  of  papers  considered  unimportant,  some 
of  as  early  date  as  17G0,  in  the  office. 

The  police  commissioners  have  rooms  in  a  dwelling-house  fitted 
for  offices,  No.  7  Pemberton  Square,  where  there  is  a- safe  in  which 
all  records  are  kept. 

The  park  commissioners  have  a  large  vault  in  which  all  their 
records  are  kept,  in  the  New  England  Life  Insurance  Company's 
building. 

BoxFoiiD  (Sept.  23,  1889).  The  current  records  are  in  the 
town  clerk's  safe  at  his  house.  jNIany  old  records,  dating  back  to 
108"),  are  in  a  box  in  the  second  story  of  his  grocery  store.  One 
volume,  which  is  a  tax  list  of  the  first  parish  from  1779  to  1794, 
was  with  these  records.  jNlost  of  the  records  are  in  bad  condi- 
tion. The  volume  of  records  of  town  proceedings,  from  1742  to 
17GG,  was  missing.  The  assessors'  records  are  said  to  be  in  a 
safe  at  AVest  Boxford.  (May  15,  1890,  second  visit.)  Many 
old  valuation  lists,  marriage  certificates,  and  other  papers  were 
found  in  the  attic  of  the  poor-house,  and  put  in  possession  of 
the  town  clerk.  The  tov^n  has  purchased  a  new  safe,  and  voted 
to  erect  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  records ;  also  to  rebind 
and  copy  the  mutilated  records.  The  missing  volume  had  been 
recovered. 

* 

Bradford  (Sept.  9,1890).  The  clerk  has  a  good  safe  in  his 
store  in  a  four-story  wooden  block,  where  Jiis  current  records  are 
kept.  The  records  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors,  together  with 
the  old  town  records,  are  in  a  vault  in  the  high-school  buildiu!^-, 
which  is  so  damp  that  tht\v  are  moulding,  (^iiite  an  accumulation 
of  old  valuation  lists,  in  sheets,  was  found  in  the  vault.  Those 
from  179G  are  bound.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
since  188r)  have  been  preserved.  A  copy  of  the  first  volume  of 
records  was  found,  after  a  search,  on  the  fioor  of  the  vault,  cov- 
ered with  mould  and  already  becoming  discolonul.  A  new  briek 
town  hall  is  in  process  of  erection. 
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HiiAiNTREE  (May  19,  1890).  AVooden  town  ball,  where  the 
selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are  kept  in  a  vault.  The  clerk 
has  a  safe  for  his  use  in  the  public  library  building,  which  is 
brick,  but  keeps  the  current  records  at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe. 
Marriage  certificates  for  fifteen  years  have  been  preserved.  The 
clerk  has  nearly  one  thousand  names  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  gathered  from  various  sources,  in  his  possession,  which 
are  not  on  the  town  records.  The  records  are  all  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Bridgewateu  (Aug.  20,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall.  There  is 
a  good-sized  vault  on  the  first  floor,  but  very  damp  and  musty,  in 
which  the  records  of  the  clerk,  assessors,  and  selectmen  are  kept. 
The  valuation  lists  of  as  early  a  date  as  17G3,  and  almost  continu- 
ous from  1700  to  the  date  of  the  bound  volumes,  were  in  unbound 
books  and  sheets,  in  a  mouldy  condition,  fast  going  to  decay. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Most 
of  them  are  said  to  be  in  possession  of  the  chairman  of  the  select- 
men. Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  1887,  and  there  are  probably  older  ones  in  existence. 

Brockton  (Sept.  1(5,  1890).  The  city  occupies  rented  rooms  in 
a  business  block.  The  clerk  has  a  large  vault,  in  which  all  rec- 
ords not  in  safes  are  kept,  and  which  is  crowded  to  an  extent  to 
injure  the  records.  The'  city  treasurer,  city  engineer,  and  water 
board  each  have  safes,  but  they  all  make  use  of  the  vault  for 
their  overflow.    Records  are  in  good  condition. 

Burlington  (July  24,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall.  The  clerlv 
has  a  small  safe  at  his  house,  containing  the  current  records,  and 
old  parish  and  town  records.  There  is  a  great  accumulation  of 
ancient  papers,  pamphlets,  etc.,  at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe,  there 
being  no  other  place  provided.  The  assessors'  records  are  scat- 
ered  ;  older  ones  at  the  clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe.  Collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  for  many  years,  perhaps  all,  have  been  preserved, 
but  they  were  stored  in  many  different  places,  and  the  years  could 
not  be  obtained. 

Cambridge  (Nov.  23,  1890).  A  new  city  hall  is  to  be  occu- 
pied about  December  1 .  All  the  departments  except  the  school 
committee  will  have  spacious  vaults,  and  a  large  fire-proof  room 
for  the  use  of  the  city  engineei-  and  the  storage  of  his  plans  has 
been  constructed.  The  present  (.-lerk  has  repaired  and  bound  all 
the  old  volumes,  and  has  made  copies  of  records,  so  that  the  city 
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has  now  copies  of  all  records  from  1G32  to  1813.  The  collectors' 
records  from  1811  to  1843,  and  from  1850  to  1800,  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  city  ;  those  from  1814  to  1855  were  sold  for  waste  paper, 
the  collector  making  the  usual  claim  that  they  were  his  private 
property,  and  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  them.  "  The  quantity 
of  books,  parts  of  books,  and  misceUaneous  papers  "  which  were 
reported  in  1885  as  being  in  the  cellar  of  the  city  hall,  have  been 
sorted,  and  will  be  arranged  in  the  new  building.  The  city  has 
continuous  town  and  city  records  from  1032,  with  the  exception  of 
one  volume  of  the  common  council  records,  covering  the  time 
from  January,  1858,  to  January,  1801,  which  is  lost. 

Cottage  City  (Aug.  7,  1890).  The  town  offices  are  in  the 
second  story  of  an  engine  house.  Two  large  vaults,  eight  by  ten 
feet,  one  on  each  floor,  have  just  been  built,  connected  with  the 
building,  but  so  constructed  that  tliey  can  be  included  in  a  new 
building  when  desirable.  The  collectors'  records  are  all  in  a 
vault,  being  put  into  the  town's  custody  as  soon  as  settlement  is 
made.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  are  all  preserved. 
Plans  of  roads  and  copies  of  the  records  of  laying  out  of  high- 
wa3^3  now  in  Cottage  City  which  formerly  were  in  Edgartown  are 
in  the  vault.  The  records  and  files  are  all  in  excellent  condition, 
and  the  foresight  of  the  town  officers  in  providing  for  the  future 
needs  of  the  young  town,  and  providing  copies  of  records  pertain- 
ing to  it,  is  to  bo  commended.  The  practice,  not  universal  in 
towns,  of  saving  bills,  recently  saved  the  town  nine  liundred 
dollars. 

Dalton  (Oct.  0,  1800).  Wooden  building  used  for  the  town 
office  and  school-rooms.  There  is  a  large  new  safe,  fuller  than  it 
should  be,  which  gathers  dampness  where  it  stands.  The  clerk 
keeps  the  older  records  in  this  and  the  later  ones  at  his  house,  not 
in  a  safe,  although  the  town  has  an  old  safe  which  it  rents  to  a 
jeweller.  The  selectmen's  records  are  at  the  chairman's  house, 
not  in  a  safe.  The  valuation  lists  for  scattering  years  from  1824 
to  1840  are  in  the  safe  ;  later  ones  not,  but  in  book-cases  in  the 
toAvn  office.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from 
1802  to  1843,  is  not  in  possession  of  the  town.  The  collectors' 
r(?cords  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  from  about  1880  arc;  preserved.  The  clerk  has 
no  knowledge  in  regard  to  any  earlier. 

Danveus  (April  14,  1800).  Wooden  town  hall,  standing  apart 
from  other  buildings.  There  are  two  large  vaults,  —  one  in  the 
town  clerk's  room,  the  other  in  the  basement.    There  are  also  two 
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safes,  —  n.  small  one  in  the  clerk's  room,  a  larger  in  the  selectmen's. 
The  assessors'  lists  are  kept  in  the  vanlt.  All  the  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  have  been  copied  and  indexed  ready  for  printing. 
All  the  records  are  systematically  arranged  and  labelled  on  the 
back,  and  are  in  safes  or  vaults. 

Daktjioutii  (not  visited).  Nov.  20,  1890,  I  found  in  the 
vault  at  New  liedford  several  hundred  loose  leaves,  and  two 
dilapidated  volumes  of  Dartmouth  records.  The  records  are  said 
to  have  been  found  by  the  late  James  B.  Congdon  some  years  ago, 
in  barrels  in  a  barn.  They  were  put  in  order  by  him,  and  the 
proprietors'  records  Avere  then  copied  by  Daniel  B.  Leonard,  now 
city  clerk  of  New  Bedford.  All  matter  pertaining  to  New  Bed- 
ford has  been  recently  copied  from  them,  which  accounts  for  their 
being  in  New  Bedford. 

Douglas  (June  11,1890).  No  town  hall.  The  selectmen  use 
a  room  in  the  public  library  building  for  an  oQlce.  Tlie  town 
clerk's  records  most  in  use  are  in  a  safe,  wliich  is  full,  in  a  shop 
in  a  block  used  for  mechanical  purposes.  The  older  records  are 
in  a  closet  in  the  town  clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe.  Old  valua- 
tion lists  and  other  papers  are  there  also,  kept  in  a  bag,  for  easy 
removal  in  case  of  lire.  There  are  two  safes  in  the  town  ollice,  but 
many  of  the  assessors'  records  were  not  in  them,  being  scattered 
about  the  oince.  A  volume  of  proprietors'  records  in  private  pos- 
session has  been  demanded. 

Dunstable  (May  20,  1890).  No  town  building.  The  room 
used  b}^  the  selectmen  is  in  the  second  story  of  a  wooden  building, 
used  for  a  store,  post-ollice,  etc.  ;  papers,  valuation  books,  etc., 
being  in  a  closet  of  the  room.  1  examined  several  boxes  of  old 
papers,  and  found  old  assessors'  lists,  marriage  certilicates,  and 
school  district  records,  of  which  the  clerk  took  charge.  The  town 
clerk's  records  are  in  a  safe  at  his  house.  lie  lias  assessors'  records 
from  1800  to  1890,  treasurers'  records  from  1785  to  1878,  and  col- 
lectors' records  from  1798  to  1878,  in  his  possession.  The  first 
volume  of  records  in  his  possession,  a  co[)y  of  which  has  been  made 
but  not  attested,  needs  binding.  lie  has  recovered  four  volumes 
of  school  district  records.  Three  volumes  of  proprietors'  records, 
covering  the  time  from  July  12,  1729,  to  July  10,  1739,  and  from 
Jan.  9,  17G0,  to  IMay  2G,  1807 ;  also  a  volume  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  connnenciug  in  1079,  I  found  in  the  ollice  of  the  city 
clerk  of  Nashua,  N.  11. 

The  town  has  since  purcliased  a  safe,  and  provided  a  place  for 
it  in  a  building  to  be  used  as  the  town  office. 
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DuxBURY  (Aug.  21,  1800).  The  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his  store, 
where  the  current  records  are  kept.  The  selectmen  have  an  odice 
at  the  town  farm.  There  is  an  old  safe  there,  with  current  records 
of  the  selectmen  and  overseers  of  the  poor.  Assessors'  records 
from  18*20  to  date  are  there,  but  not  in  a  safe.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  jMarriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  few  years  only. 
Several  of  the  older  volumes  need  rebinding.  Found  tlie  first  book 
of  records,  Avhich  was  reported  lost,  consisting  of  a  few  unbound 
leaves  about  six  inches  square,  in  the  second  volume.  A  fire 
in  the  town,  about  1G42,  is  said  to  have  destroyed  many  old  records. 
A  memorial  building  has  recently  been  presented  to  the  town,  and 
a  large  vault  is  to  be  constructed  in  it  immediately. 

East  Bridgewater  (Aug.  22,1800).  The  town  ofiQces  are  in 
a  two-story  brick  building,  said  to  be  absolutely  fire-proof.  The 
records  of  the  clerk  and  assessors  are  all  in  a  vault  in  this  build- 
ing, in  excellent  condition.  The  collectors'  records  for  ten  years 
are  also  there.  JMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  since  1887 
are  filed.  Those  for  many  years  previous  are  on  hand.  The  select- 
men are  said  to  keep  no  record  of  their  meetings. 

Easton  (Sept.  IG,  1800).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  good 
vault,  with  nothing  in  it  but  valuation  lists  of  comparatively  recent 
date,  and  a  few  papers.  The  town  clerk  has  a  good  safe  in  his 
drug  store  at  North  Easton,  where  current  records  and  certified 
copies  of  otliers  are  kept.  The  selectmen  have  a  room  at  the  poor- 
farm,  in  which  there  is  an  old  safe  where  records  are  supposed  to 
be  kept;  but  I  could  find  notliing  there  but  valuation  books  for 
18r>"),  and  a  few  years  later.  The  collectors'  records  from  1873 
to  date  are  in  tiie  clerk's  possession.  INIarriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  187.").  Tlie  old  original 
records  could  not  be  foinul  by  the  clerk  on  the  day  of  my  visit, 
they  having  been  removed  from  the  safe  at  tlio  poor- farm  without 
his  knowledge.    The  selectmen  had  probably  loaned  them. 

Edoartown  (Aug.  G,  1800)  .  Wooden  town  hall.  The  cK'rk  has 
the  current  records  in  a  safe  in  his  stoi-e ;  older  ones  are  in  a  vault 
in  the  town  hall ;  selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are  in  vaults 
there.  ]\rarringe  certificates  and  burial  returns  for  many  years 
have  been  preserved  by  the  present  cleric.  The  ec^llectors'  r.-eords 
have  n.ot  been  regularly  returned  to  the  town.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition,  and  more  attention  than  usual  has  bivn  given 
to  preserving  and  arranging  the  files. 
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Essex  (Aug  28,  1800).  The  town  office  is  in  the  basement  of 
a  church.  There  are  two  safes,  one  nearly  new,  both  in  good 
condition,  and  full.  The  records  are  all  in  them,  but  there  is  no 
provision  for  more.  The  valuation  lists  from  1810,  with  a  few 
earlier  ones  of  Chebacco  Parish,  are  in  tlie  safe,  and  need  bind- 
ing to  preserve  them.  Most  of  the  collectors'  records  have  been 
returned  to  the  town.  The  proprietors'  records  need  binding, 
^larriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1884.    The  clerk  has  no  knowledge  of  earlier  ones. 

FATiniAVEN  (Sept.  17,  1800).  The  town  offices  are  in  the 
second  story  of  a  business  building,  used  as  a  market  and  lard- 
rendering  establishment,  making  the  situation  extra  hazardous. 
There  are  three  safes,  but  none  of  them  are  considered  fire-proof. 
The  clerk's  records  are  in  the  safe  in  his  office,  and  in  one  in  the 
post-office  opposite.  The  selectmen's  records  are  in  their  safe. 
The  valuation  lists  for  many  years,  probably  all,  are  in  a  cup- 
board over  the  safe  in  the  clerk's  office.  The  collectors'  records 
liave  been  returned  to  the  town.  Certificates  of  marriage  and 
burial  returns  for  many  years  have  been  preserved.  There  is  great 
need  of  more  room  for  the  records. 

Fall  Piver  (Sept.  8,1800).  City  offices  temporarily  in  the 
United  States  government  building.  The  assessors'  records  arc 
not  in  a  vault;  all  others  are.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  are  complete  and  filed  since  18G4,  and  probably  for  about 
ten  years  previous.  Copies  of  town  meeting  records  from  1803  to 
1843  have  been  made  and  certified,  and  paged  in  such  a  way  as  to 
refer  to  tlie  original  page.  The  records  are  in  good  condition,  and 
the  clerk  is  doing  all  necessary  to  make  the  old  ones  convenient  for 
reference.  The  new  city  hall,  supposed  to  be  fire-proof,  is  nearly 
read}^  for  occupancy. 

FiTCiiBURG  (Oct.  10,  1800).  Brick  city  hall.  There  is  a  good 
vault  on  the  ground  fioor,  used  by  the  clerk  and  auditor,  and  a 
largo  vault,  perfectly  dry,  in  the  basement,  used  for  the  overfiow. 
The  assessors  have  a  large  vault,  also  in  the  basement,  containing 
valuation  lists  in  sheets  from  17G4  to  1700,  and  from  1808  to  1828, 
excepting  1815,  181G,  and  1817.  Those  from  1841  are  bound. 
The  collectors'  records  from  18G4  are  in  possession  of  the  city. 
The  treasurer  and  collector  has  a  safe  for  a  part  of  his  records,  a 
part  being  kept  in  a  bank  vault.  The  assessors  and  Avater  com- 
missioners botii  have  safes.  Indexes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  from  17.01,  which  include  some  of  Lunenburg,  are  being 


1891.] 


SENATE  — No.  2. 


21  • 


made  unci  are  well  advanced.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  everything  is  in  most  excellent  order. 

Framtngham  (Sept.  15,  1890) .  A  wooden  town  hall  at  Framing- 
ham  Centre,  containing  two  large  safes  and  a  small  one,  which  are  of 
doubtful  value.  TJie  records  in  them  are  in  good  condition  now, 
but  are  in  danger  from  dampness.  The  town  clerk  and  selectmen 
have  ofllces  in  a  business  block  at  South  Framingham.  The  clerk 
has  a  small  safe,  not  large  enough  and  of  doubtful  quality  for  its 
situation.  The  selectmen  have  a  large  new  safe.  The  collectors' 
records,  as  a  rule,  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  Many  old 
papers,  including  valuation  lists  from  1787  to  1808,  have  been 
bundled  up  and  put  in  a  large  but  very  damp  vault,  wholly  unfit 
for  records  in  its  present  condition,  in  the  basement  of  jMemorial 
Building.  Several  trunks  of  highway,  records  and  other,  papers 
are  said  to  be  in  the  attic  of  this  building,  together  with  many 
printed  volumes.  The  whole  situation  of  affairs  is  not  creditable 
to  a  town  of  this  size. 

Franklin  (June  24,  1890).  The  town  office  is  in  a  business 
block.  The  clerk,  selectmen,  and  assessors  each  have  a  safe, 
in  which  the  records  are  kept ;  that  of  the  clerk  is  old,  and  he  has 
a  doubt  of  its  value.    Records  are  in  good  condition. 

Freetown  (Sept.  8,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall,  built  two  years 
ago.  There  are  two  good  safes,  one  used  by  the  clerk  and  select- 
men, tlie  other  by  the  assessors.  The  assessors'  lists  for  18-20, 
18ol,  1832,  1833,  and  1835  in  sheets,  and  since  1835  bound,  are 
in  the  safe.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  for  ten  years. 
Burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved.  The  records  are  all  in 
good  condition.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  records  in  private 
possession  has  been  demanded.  The  records  from  1G83  to  1G87, 
reported  lost,  were  probably  burned. 

Georgetown  (Sept.  23,  1889).  There  is  a  good  safe  in  the 
town  clerk's  private  oflice  in  his  printing  office.  Older  safes,  used 
by  the  selectmen  and  assessors,  are  in  the  engine  house.  The  old 
valuation  lists  are  apparently  all  in  these  safes.  The  collectors' 
records  are  there  also.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition. 
More  room  is  needed  for  records  and  files. 

Gloucester  (Sept.  30,  1889).  The  records  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, mainly  in  a  vault  and  safe  in  the  city  hall.  A  very  large 
vault  is  now  beiug  built.    Upon  its  completion  copies  and  origi- 
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nals  will  be  kept  in  separate  vaults.  The  clerk's  records  have 
been  through  one  fire  without  injury,  one  stream  of  water  having 
been  constantly  kept  on  the  safe. 

Great  Bakrixgton  (Oct.  7,1890).  A  brick  building  built  by 
the  town  and  county  is  used  by  both.  A  large  new  safe  was  pur- 
chased this  summer,  in  which  part  of  the  clerk's  and  selectmen's 
records  are  kept.  There  is  an  old  safe  in  the  second  story,  con- 
taining the  ancient  records.  The  clerk's  current  records  are  kept 
in  a  safe  in  his  store.  The  assessors'  records  are  not  in  a  safe. 
There  is  a  large  pile  of  old  valuation  lists  in  sheets,  and  many 
piles  of  other  papers,  which  are  not  in  a  safe.  The  first  volume 
of  town  records  should  be  bound,  also  three  volumes  of  proprie- 
tors' records.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.  I  discovered  a  volume  not  reported,  called  "Record 
of  the  North  Parish  of  SheUlcld,"  from  1715  to  17G1  ;  also  a 
small  volume  of  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Upper  Ilousatonic, 
from  17-12  to  171G. 

OiiEENFiKLD  (Oct.  10,  1800).  Towu  hall  with  a  fire-proof 
vault,  a  little  damp.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his  otiice,  Vvdiere  he 
keeps  the  current  records.  The  older  records  of  the  clerk,  and 
all  the  assessors'  and  selectmen's  records,  are  in  the  vault.  The 
valuation  and  tax  lists  from  1775  to  1785,  and  many  others,  the 
years  of  which  were  not  ascertained,  with  bound  volumes  from  1820, 
are  in  the  vault.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town,  as  a  rule,  although  some  were  found  in  the  vault.  Mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  many 
years.  Files  and  records  have  been  partially  arranged,  and  the 
town  has  appointed  a  committee,  with  full  power  and  an  appro- 
priation, to  complete  the  work. 

Groton  (May  2,  1800).  Brick  town  hall,  with  a  large,  dry 
l)rick  vault.  The  town  clerk's  current  records  are  kept  in  a  safe 
in  the  building.  A  large  safe,  twenty  years  old,  contains  old 
files  of  papers.  A  few  of  the  collectors'  records  are  in  the  vault. 
Marriage  certificates  are  preserved.  The  records  and  ])apcrs  in 
the  safes,  Avhich  are  of  doubtful  quality,  should  be  kept  in  the 
vault,  which  has  ample  room  for  all. 

IIadley  (.luly  IG,  1800).  The  town  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his 
store,  in  which  the  current  records  are  kept,  and  one  in  his  house, 
in  which  older  ones  are  preserved.  The  assessors'  and  select- 
men's records  are  at  the  town  hall  or  in  the  houses  of  the  respec- 
tive chairmen,  not  in  safes.    The  collectors'  records  have  not 
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been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  since  1881,  and  perhaps  earlier,  have  been  preserved. 
The  town  has  voted  to  build  a  vault,  and  the  plans  are  being  fig- 
ured upon.  Six  of  the  older  volumes  need  binding.  The  clerk 
has  a  plan  of  the  laying  out  of  the  lands  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  dated  1G59. 

Hudson  (Sept.  18,  1890).  Brick  town  building,  with  a  good 
vault.  The  town  clerk's  ollice  is  in  a  brick  business  block,  where 
the  town  has  a  fine  nevv^  safe  in  which  his  records  are  kept.  The 
selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are  in  the  vault.  The  collec- 
tors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1878. 

Hull  (Sept.  11,  1890).  A  room  in  a  wooden  engine  house  is 
used  as  the  selectmen's  oOice.  There  were  two  safes  there,  to  which 
I  could  not  gain  access.  Found  all  the  records  prior  to  1872, 
which  should  be  in  the  clerk's  custody,  in  a  l)undle  on  the  floor  of 
a  closet  in  the  dwelling  of  one  of  the  selectmen,  copies  and  origi- 
nals being  together.  The  clerk  is  said  to  liave  later  records  in  his 
possession  at  Nantasket ;  thouglit  not  to  be  in  a  safe.  The  asses- 
sors' records  may  have  been  in  the  safe  alluded  t%  but  I  could  not 
ascertain.  Found  many  old  valuation  lists  and  higiiway  tax  books 
in  a  bushel  basket  with  old  papers.  The  volume  of  proprietors' 
records  has  never  been  demanded.  The  earliest  original  records 
are  in  l)ad  order,  the  first  and  second  books  being  mere 
pamplik'ts. 

Ii'swicii  (Aug.  28,  1800).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  two  brick 
vaults,  — one  for  the  selectmen  and  one  for  the  clerk.  The  clerk 
has  a  safe,  also,  for  current  records.  The  valuation  lists  in  sheets 
for  many  years  between  1729  and  1752,  and  continuously  from 
17G0,  have  been  preserved,  a  part  only  being  in  the  vault.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  regularly  returned.  A  volume  of 
proprietors'  I'ecords  was  pnrtially  copied,  and  left  incomplete. 
Several  old  volumes  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  the  first  being 
almost  in  pieces,  and  kept  in  a  box  to  prevent  its  destruction. 
Copying  of  the  older  records  is  in  progress. 

Kingston  (Aug.  21,189()).  'J'he  town  hall  has  a  good  vault, 
with  a  safe  inside.  The  clerk  has  the  cnrn-nt  records  in  a  good 
safe  at  his  store.  The  valuntion  or  tax  lists  from  17(;0  to  18 lo 
on  sheets  and  in  i)ainphl('ts,  and  from  bSl.i  in  two  volunu'S^  are  in 
the  vault.    Highway  tax  lists  for  many  years  are  on  file.  The 
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first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  the  first  and 
fourth  of  town  proceedings,  have  been  bound  and  repaired.  Mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  from  1833  to  1844  are  in  the 
vault.  Information  in  regard  to  later  ones  was  not  obtained.  The 
records  are  in  excellent  condition,  all  of  the  old  papers,  and  some 
of  the  later  ones,  having  been  arranged  and  liled. 

Lawrence  (Dec.  4,  1890).  Brick  city  hall.  The  city  clerk  has 
a  small  vault  on  the  first  floor,  in  which  his  records  are  kept,  the 
doors  of  which  should  be  thicker  for  absolute  safety.  These  rec- 
ords are  in  good  condition.  This  is  one  of  the  cities  which  has 
suffered  from  the  frequent  change  of  clerks.  The  record  of  mar- 
riages and  deaths  are  omitted  for  the  months  of  November  and 
December  in  one  year,  and  there  were  omissions  in  the  indexes  for 
a  certain  i)eriod  (which  have,  however,  been  supplied  by  the  pres- 
ent clerk),  caused  evidently  by  change  of  clerks,  the  outgoing  clerk 
not  having  done  the  work,  and  the  incoming  not  having  noticed 
the  omissions.  The  assessors  and  auditor  each  have  small  safes  ; 
the  collector  and  treasurer  has  a  good  vault,  well  lilled  ;  and  there 
is  a  vault  in  the  basement,  used  by  the  city  engineer  for  his  plans, 
and  for  the  overllow  of  recoids  from  all  other  departments.  The 
assessoi's,  howeyi'r,  are  not  able  to  put  all  their  i-ecords  there,  and 
have  a  large  number  of  volumes  in  their  ollice,  not  protected  from 
lire.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  no  safe.  The  collector  has 
all  the  records  from  the  establishment  of  the  town  in  1847,  having 
recovered  one  volume  which  was  not  placed  in  his  possession. 

Lexinctox  (July  2;"),  1890).  Brick  town  hall  with  large  vault, 
used  by  the  selectmen  and  for  the  older  records  of  the  clerk.  The 
savings  bank  uses  room  in  tha  vault  which  the  town  requires. 
The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  in  his  store  for  the  current  records. 
The  assessors  have  a  good  safe  in  the  hall,  but  the  later  valuation 
lists  were  not  in  it.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  all  been 
returned  to  the  town.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  1873.  Copies  of  the  records  made  in 
liSoi)  have  faded  to  an  almost  illegible  state.  Four  volumes 
should  be  rebound,  and  six  unbound  ones  bound. 

Lincoln  (Sept.  3,  1890).  No  town  hall.  The  clerk  has  a  safe 
in  his  store,  where  his  records  are  ke[)t.  The  selectmen  arc  said 
never  to  have  kept  any  records  of  their  proceedings  until  about 
1877.  The  assessors'  records  are  not  in  a  safe;  those  from  1814 
to  1878  were  scattered  about  in  barrels,  etc.,  until  recently.  Tlie 
older  ones,  from  1701,  nearly  continuous,  are  in  possession  of  Mr. 
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William  F.  Wliceler/  who  will  deliver  thein  to  the  town  when  the 
town  has  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  keep  them.  jNIr.  Wheeler 
has  also  the  town  treasurers'  accounts,  from  1755  to  a  late  date. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  all  been  destroyed. 

Littleton  (INIay  2,  1890).  Town  hall,  comparatively  new, 
brick  below  and  wood  above.  There  is  a  good  vault,  to  which 
new  inner  doors  have  been  added.  The  town  clerk  has  a  safe  of 
doubtful  quality  in  his  stable,  which  is  small  and  would  not  make 
a  hot  fire,  in  which  he  keeps  the  current  records.  He  is  having 
records  bound  as  often  as  needed.  The  assessors'  records  for 
many  years,  in  sheets  and  unbound,  are  in  the  town  vault.  Mar- 
riage certificates  to  date  have  been  destroyed. 

LoAVELL  (Nov.  20,  1890).  Brick  city  hall.  The  clerk  has  a 
vault,  crowded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  order  almost  impos- 
sible ;  the  records,  however,  are  in  good  condition.  The  other 
departments  have  vaults,  and  there  is  a  large  vault  on  the  ground 
floor,  which  is  used  as  a  store-room  by  all  the  departments,  and  in 
which  books  and  |)apers  are  crowded  in  such  confusion  as  to  make 
them  almost  inaccessible.  The  collectors'  records  for  a  very  long 
period  are  in  the  city's  possession,  but  the  years  could  not  readily 
be  ascertained.  The  city  has  changed  its  clerk  often,  which  has 
been  a  detriment  to  the  records.  A  new  city  hall  Avith  abundant 
vault  room  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  1892. 

LvNXFiELi)  (^Vpril  14,  1890).  The  meeting-house  building  is 
nst'd  in  part  for  a  town  liall  The  safe  is  crowded  to  overflowing, 
and  a  lai-ge  quantity  of  papers,  plans,  etc.,  which  were  there,  are  now 
in  a  closet,  unprotected.  'I'he  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
retu]-ned  to  the  town.  Births,  marriages,  deaths,  and  marriage 
intentions  from  17('.8  to  1843,  have  been  copied.  No  marriage  cer- 
tificates have  been  preserved.  The  first  volume  of  records  needs 
binding.  The  town  has  voted  to  build  a  new  town  hall,  but  tlie 
location  is  not  decided  upon,  and  no  immediate  action  is  probable. 

IMalden  (Nov.  20,  1890).  Ib'lck  city  hall.  The  city  clerk  has 
a  safe  in  liis  odice  on  the  second  floor,  where  his  records  pertaining 
to  the  citji  are  kei)t.  The  older  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  are  kept  in  the  auditor's  vault  on  the  first  floor,  but  the 
older  volumes  of  town  recoi'ds  I  was  unable  to  liiid.    A  committee 


'  Mr.  Whcek'r  lias  j^ince  diod.  No  one  protiatjiy  was  as  well  inforrned  regarding, 
or  took  us  iniu-li  interest  in,  the  town  records  as  he,  and  he  had  promised  me  assist 
anco  in  tracing  and  procuring  records  which  are  believed  to  be  in  existence,  though 
scattered. 
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of  the  city  government  has  recently  reported  that  some  of  the 
records  are  still  outside  of  the  city  hall,  and  should  be  returned  at 
once.  Of  these  I  was  able  to  find  but  three  volumes  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  which  were  in  the  vault  of  the  former  city 
treasurer.  The  assessors  Iiave  a  safe  filled  with  the  records  for  a 
fe\v  past  years,  the  older  ones  being  scattered.  The  city  engineer 
has  a  small  safe ;  treasurer  and  collector,  a  vault ;  the  water 
department,  a  safe  and  a  small  vault;  and  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  a  small  vault.  There  is  a  vault  in  the  basement,  intended 
for  the  overflow  from  all  departments,  which  is  too  damp  for 
use,  and  contains  only  old  papers,  which  are  valueless.  The 
collector  hns  tax  lists  from  1803,  and  one  small  book  called 
Record  of  Taxes,"  from  1795  to  1803,  is  in  the  auditor's  vault, 
these  being  the  only  ones  of  which  I  could  learn.  INIarriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  since  1882  have  been  preserved. 

Manciiestkh  (Sept.  30,  1880).  The  clerk's  records  are  in  a 
good  safi;  in  the  town  hall.  Everything  is  in  good  condition.  The 
selectmen  and  assessors  have  a  separate  safe,  also  in  the  town  hall. 
No  positive  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  the  collectors' 
records..  The  first  volume  of  records  has  gone,  probably  beyond 
recovery.  The  records  for  the  lirst  one  hundred  years  have  been 
printed - 

Makulkiikad  (Aug.  27,  1890).  There  is  a  line  vault  in  Abbott 
Hall,  where  all  the  records  are  kept,  except  the  assessors'  i-ecords 
for  late  years,  which  are  in  a  safe  in  their  room.  The  tax  or 
valuation  lists  from  1770  to  about  1830,  with  those  of  a  few  earlier 
years,  are  in  the  vault  in  order,  but  in  sheets  or  pamphlets. 
jMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  from  1850  have  been  pre- 
served and  filed  by  years.  The  clerk  is  in  the  ollice  in  business 
hours. 

Maiiiox  (April  13,  1890).  Small  wooden  building  has  recently 
been  built  for  a  town  ollice,  with  a  large  vault,  in  which  selectmen's 
and  assessors'  records  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  good  safe,  owned 
by  the  town,  in  his  store  where  his  records  are  kept.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returued  to  the  town.  IMarriage  certificates 
prior  to  1887  have  not  been  preserved.  The  town  treasurer  has  his 
records  in  a  safe  at  the  post  ollice.    A  new  town  hall  is  to  be  built. 

Mauliu)KOUGii  (Sept.  20,  1889).  lirick  town  hall.  The  clerk's 
records  are  in  an  old  safe,  api)areutly  worthless  in  its  [)osition, 
in  his  ollice  in  a  business  block.  The  clerk  has  recouuneii(U'd  for 
two  years,  in  his  aiimial  re})oi1,  the  purchase  of  a  safe  sullicient  for 
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his  use.  The  collectors'  records  are  not  in  possession  of  the  town. 
Tlie  present  collector  has  to  provide  his  own  safe  in  his  own  ofllce. 
The  assessors'  records  are  said  to  be  in  a  safe  in  the  town  hall,  but 
I  was  unable  to  gain  access  to  them.  The  records  have  recently 
been  bound,  and  are  in  good  condition  in  that  particular,  but 
several  volumes  should  be  copied.  The  proprietors'  records  should 
be  copied  before  it  is  too  late. 

Mattapoisett  (Sept.  11,  1890).  The  town  hires  a  room  in  a 
wooden  building,  in  which  there  is  a  safe,  where  the  assessors'  and 
selectmen's  records  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  good  safe  in  his 
store,  where  his  records  and  the  tax  lists  for  many  years  are  kept ; 
this  is,  however,  full.  The  proprietors'  records  are  in  the  private 
possession  of  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  not  in  a  safe.  The 
collectors'  records  are  all  in  the  clerk's  custody.  Certificates  of 
marriage  have  not  been  preserved ;  those  of  births  for  some  years 
have  been. 

Maynaud  (Sept.  18,  1890).  No  town  building.  There  is  an 
old  safe,  probably  worthless,  in  the  clerk's  office  in  a  store  in  a 
wooden  business  block.  The  selectmen's  records,  together  with 
those  of  the  assessors,  are  in  private  safes.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  from  the  time  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town,  but  there  is  no  room  for  them  in  the  safe. 
The  collectors' records  are  all  in  the  town's  custody;  those  prior 
to  1878,  which  were  supposed  to  be  lost,  having  been  discovered 
in  a  bundle  in  the  oilice  of  the  Assabet  IMills  during  my  visit. 

INIedway  (Aug.  10,  1890).  No  town  building.  Town  meet- 
ings are  held  alternately  at  Medway  and  AVest  Medway.  The 
cleric  has  four  siifes  in  his  charge,  one  a  large  one  new  this  year, 
in  his  office  iu  Sanford's  Hall  in  Medway  Centre,  in  which  all 
records  but  the  selectmen's  are  kept.  Those  are  somewhat  scat- 
tered. The  assessors'  records  from  1831  are  in  a  safe.  Mar- 
riage certiticates  and  burial  returns  since  1887  are  preserved  and 
filed.  Some  older  ones,  for  unknown  years,  are  preserved,  but 
not  arrnnged.  ILxamined  the  contents  of  two  old  chests  which 
were  iu  the  cellar  of  the  building,  inid  found  valuation  lists,  high- 
way tax  lists,  etc.,  on  sheets,  unbound,  fur  17.S2,  1790,  1793,  and 
continuously  from  1798  to  1830,  the  date  of  the  iii'st  bound 
volume. 

IMiLFOKi)  (June  11,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall.  The  clerk  has 
his  office  there,  with  a  goodi  safe  for  his  records.  The  selectmen's, 
assessors',  lire  di'icirtment,  and  school  connnittee  records  are  in  the 
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town  vault  in  the  clerk's  care.  In  March,  1889,  the  town  made 
an  appropriation  for  putting  old  records  and  papers  in  order,  nnd 
the  clerk  has  taken  great  pains  to  collect  them,  and  has  obtained 
and  systematically  arranged  nearly  all.  The  collectors'  records 
for  1875,  187G,  and  1877  are  in  his  possession.  Certilicates  of 
marriages  and  burial  returns  are  preserved  and  filed,  and  are 
nearly  complete  since  1785.  A  large  number  of  birth  returns 
have  also  been  preserved  and  filed.  The  clerk  is  in  the  ollice  in 
business  hours.  The  book  prepared  by  the  clerk  and  treasurer  for 
orders  given  by  the  selectmen  can  well  be  taken  as  a  model  for 
other  towns. 

Milton  (Sept.  2,  1890).  Fine  town  hall,  with  a  good  safe 
nearly  full.  There  is  a  large  brick  vault  in  the  basement,  but  it 
is  too  damp  for  use  as  arranged,  and  has  a  large  window  wdiich 
would  seem  to  impair  its  value.  The  clerk  keeps  records  of  mort- 
gages at  his  store,  not  in  a  safe.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  l)een  preserved  since  1873.  Tax  or  vahintion  lists 
from  1G78  to  1727  are  in  the  town  records  in  chronological  order ; 
from  1728  to  1774  they  are  in  the  front  of  one  volume,  and  from 
1775  to  date  are  bound  separately.  The  collectors'  records  have 
not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  first  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  should  be  rebound ;  all  the  other  volumes  are  in 
good  condition. 

Nantucket  (July  30  and  31,  1890).  An  old  building,  recently 
remodelled,  is  used  for  both  county  and  town  oQlces.  The  clerk, 
selectmen,  assessors,  and  each  of  the  county  otlicers,  have  a  vault 
there  in  which  all  records  are  kept.  The  assessors'  lists  from 
1840  are  in  their  vault.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns, 
nearly  continuous  from  1873,  are  in  the  vault,  and  many  others 
were  found  among  the  rubbish  in  the  attic  of  the  building,  which 
were  taken  by  the  clerk  for  preservation.  Examined  a  mass  of 
old  papers  in  the  attic,  and  laid  out  those  that  seemed  important. 
There  were  several  trunks  of  papers  which  I  did  not  look  over. 
The  present  clerk  is  putting  in  shape  this  large  accumulation  of 
papers. 

Natick  (Sept.  20,  1889).  Town  hires  rooms  in  a  business 
block.  The  town  clerk's  office  is  there,  with  a  safe  more  than 
full,  which  is  said  to  have  already  been  through  two  fires,  which  would 
make  it  worthless.  No  files  of  ancient  papers  were  sliown  ;  recent 
ones  are  in  a  box,  not  in  a  snfe.  The  assessors'  records  are  in 
their  possession,  and  are  said  not  to  be  in  a  safe.    The  records  of 
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the  present  collector  are  in  his  own  safe  in  the  same  building,  wliile 
the  older  records  of  the  collectors  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  All  the  older  records  are  in  very  bad  condition,  and  should 
be  bound,  copied,  and  indexed.  On  a  second  visit,  made  Oct.  1, 
1890,  the  records  were  found  in  the  same  condition  as  stated  above. 
There  were  no  records  of  the  selectmen  in  their  ollice,  and  the 
assessors'  records  for  recent  years  were  in  a  rack  in  the  corner  of 
their  otfice ;  earlier  ones,  continuous  from  1820,  were  in  a  closet 
in  the  same  room.  Other  lists,  unbound,  for  a  few  years 
between  1820  and  1855,  were  also  tliere.  The  clerk  has  certifi- 
cates of  marriage  and  burial  returns  since  18G5,  but  knew  of  no 
others.  Could  not  find  the  volume  of  proprietors'  records  reportc^d 
in  1885,  but  found  one  without  covers  but  otherwise  in  good  con- 
dition, covering  the  years  from  1731  to  1787,  and  containing 
many  plots  of  land.  One  other  volunie  without  covers  was  evi- 
dently reported  as  one  of  four  volumes  of  proprietors'  records. 
It  consists  of  about  forty  leaves,  mutilated  and  in  disorder,  con- 
taining records  of  some  proprietors'  meetings,  and  some  matter 
recorded  in  the  Indian  hmguage,  wliich  should  be  put  in  order. 
Tlie  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  badly  dilapi- 
dated, should  be  bound.  This  has  just  been  copied,  but  not 
certified.  In  the  jMorse  Institute  building  there  was  a  chest  full 
of  bundles  of  papers,  unprotected  from  fire,  arranged  and 
indexed  by  the  librarian,  consisting  of  school-district  records, 
assessors'  lists  from  1773  to  1850,  perambulation  of  town  lines, 
town  treasurers'  records,  etc.,  and  many  other  papers  more  or  less 
important.  The  present  quarters  have  been  leased  by  the  town 
for  live  more  years. 

NEEDiiAi\r  (Aug.  10,  1800).  Town  offices  are  in  a  wooden 
business  block,  Avhich  is  leased  for  about  three  more  years.  The 
selectmen's,  assessors',  and  water  commissioners'. records  are  said 
to  be  in  safes  in  this  building.  The  clerk  has  his  records  in  his 
house  in  a  safe,  wliicli  is  now  full.  The  collectors'  records  have 
not  been  returned  to  tlie  town.  IMai-riage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  AVellesley  was  set  off  in  1881, 
and  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  record.  Papers  and  bonds 
for  each  year  are  filed  by  j^ears.  Three  of  the  oldest  volumes 
need  binding.  The  clerk  wlio  served  for  many  years  resided  in 
the  part  of  the  town  now  Wellesley,  and  may  have  papers  in  his 
possession  belonging  to  the  files  of  Needham. 

New  Bedford  (Nov.  20,  1800).  Stone  city  hall,  in  which  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  and  water  board  have  vaults,  and  where  there 
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is  a  vault  also  for  the  overflow  of  records.  The  offices  of  tlie  clerk, 
collector  and  treasurer,  auditor,  and  assessors,  are  in  the  brick 
pu])lic  library  building.  The  clerk  has  a  good  vault,  the  others 
safes.  The  collectors'  records  have  nearly  all  been  returned  to  the 
city.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved. 
The  city  government  has  authorized  the  copying  of  all  Dartmouth 
records  ^yhich  may  be  of  value  to  New  Bedford  ;  and  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  marriage  intentions,  and  highway  records, 
have  been  copied  and  indexed.  The  records  are  all  in  good  con- 
dition, and  ^Yell  provided  for. 

Newbury  (Sept.  10,  1890).  Town  hall  three  miles  from,  the 
station  and  clerk,  and  two  miles  from  either  of  the  selectmen. 
There  is  a  new  safe  there,  in  which  the  records  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  and  selectmen  are  kept ;  also  a  vault  in  which  are  the 
assessors'  records.  The  clerk  has  his  records  in  an  old  town  safe, 
which  is  apparently  wortliless,  in  a  wooden  building  occupied  in 
the  front  as  a  drug  store,  in  the  second  story  as  a  hall  for  public 
purposes,  and  in  the  two  rear  rooms  as  a  factory.  There  is  a 
large  accumulation  of  pasteboard  boxes,  etc.,  there,  and  a  number 
of  kerosene  stoves  with  glue  pots  on  top  in  one  of  the  rooms,  the 
whole  situation  being  most  hazardous  for  records.  The  first  volume 
of  clei-k's  records  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  and  the  second 
is  not  much  better.  Neither  of  them  are  copied.  The  whole  con- 
dition of  the  old  records  is  bad.  IMany  old  valuation  lists,  some  as 
early  as  1788,  were  in  the  vault  unbound.  The  collectors'  records, 
as  a  rule,  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  tax  lists  from 
1G81  to  1G88  are  in  a  volume  of  records  beginning  with  l(i81. 
IMarriagc  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved 
prior  to  1890.  As  the  early  records  contained  facts  relating  to 
Newburyport  as  now  located,  her  citizens  justly  complain  of  the 
gi-eat  insecurity  of  them. 

NEwnuRYPORT  (Nov.  21,  1890).  Brick  city  hail.  There  are 
two  vaults  on  the  ground  floor,  used  by  the  city  clerk,  both  of 
which  arc  crowded  ;  while  a  very  large  vault  in  the  basement,  built 
to  receive  the  surplus  records,  is  so  damp  that  it  is  unfit  for  records 
at  present.  All  of  the  departments  have  safes.  The  assessors' 
records  from  the  incorporation  of  the  town  are  preserved,  the 
greater  part  of  them  being  in  the  vault  in  the  basement,  covered 
with  thick  mould  and  becoming  seriously  injured.  The  collectors' 
records  have  been  returned  to  the  city.  Marriage  certificates  have 
been  preserved  since  about  1850,  burial  returns  since  1870.  The 
clerk  Iris  recently  recovered  a  small  book  containing  the  record  of 
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intentions  of  marriage,  and  some  few  marriages  from  177G  to  1780, 
which  fills  an  unrecorded  period.  The  first  volume  of  marriages 
has  been  copied  and  indexed,  and  all  marriage  intentions  have  been 
indexed  since  1885,  the  indexing  of  other  volumes  being  in  prog- 
ress. The  records,  other  than  those  in  the  basement,  are  in  good 
condition. 

Newton  (Oct.  1, 1890).  The  clerk  has  a  vault  in  his  office  and 
another  in  the  basement  for  the  overflow,  more  room,  however, 
being  needed.  Tht  assessors  have  a  safe  for  present  records,  the 
older  ones  being  in  the  clerk's  storage  vault.  The  valuation  lists 
from  a  very  early  date  are  in  their  possession,  but  were  not  acces- 
sible so  that  I  could  obtain  the  years.  One  list  for  1788,  and  a 
ministerial  list  for  1778,  were  found  with  the  clerk's  papers.  The 
treasurer,  collector,  city  engineer,  and  water  registrar  each  have  a 
safe.  The  records  are  a,ll  in  good  order,  and  the  copying  of  the 
town  records  has  been  commenced. 

North  Adams  (Oct.  9,  1890).  Brick  town  building,  where 
there  arc  two  large  vaults  used  for  the  records  of  the  clerk, 
assessors,  and  selectmen  ;  also  a  large  safe,  which  is  used  by  the 
selectmen.  The  clerk  has  the  current  records  in  a  safe  at  his  store. 
The  collectors'  records  since  18G0,  and  one  volume  of  1845,  are 
in  the  town's  possession,  with  the  exception  of  such  as  are  at 
North  Adams,  which  are  for  that  section  of  old  Adams.  The 
records  and  files  arc  in  the  best  of  order,  everything  being  in  fire- 
proof quarters.  Such  records  of  Adams  as  were  not  burned  are  in 
the  vault. 

Orange  (Oct.  3,  1890).  Brick  town  hall  with  a  large  new  safe-^ 
which  already  is  full.  The  clerk's  olfice  is  in  the  second  story  of  a 
wooden  business  building,  where  he  lias  an  old  safe  containing  his 
records.  The  first  volume  is  in  bad  condition,  and  shoidd  be  bound 
and  copied.  The  valuation  lists  for  1828  and  1829  arc  preserved 
in  folds,  while  those  from  18o0  arc  bound.  Earlier  lists  and  all 
files  are  supposed  to  have  been  lost  when  the  town  hall  was  moved 
in  18G7,  as  boxes  of  papers  were  broken  open,  and  tlieir  contents 
scattered  about  the  streets.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  IMarriage  certilicates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  18(57.  jMany  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  in  the  first  volume,  are  copied  into  a  later.  The  papers 
filed  are  not  kept  in  a  safe. 

PELiiA:st  (July  15,  1890).  AVooden  town  hall,  with  a  worthless 
safe,  which  wiis  empty.    The  records  are  in  a  room  in  the  clerk's 
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dwelling-house,  scattered  about  in  a  promiscuous  way  with  the 
public  documents  and  other  books.  INIany  of  the  older  records  are 
in  a  dilapidated  condition,  needing  rebinding  and  copying,  and 
some  are  in  sheets  which  have  never  been  l)ound.  In  a  book-case 
in  a  small  room  of  the  town  hall  some  missing  volumes  of  records 
were  found  ;  an  old  chest  filled  with  papers,  some  important,  but 
many  of  which  have  been  mutilated  by  mice,  was  also  there.  In 
an  adjoining  room  there  was  a  stove,  and  the  floor  was  covered 
with  chips,  kindling  w^ood,  cic,  with  all  the  conditions  good  for 
burning  the  building,  and  no  possible  way  of  extinguishing  a  Are 
once  well  started. 

Peppeuell  (May  20,  1890).  A  large  wooden  town  hall,  con- 
taining a  large  vault  and  a  safe.  The  current  records  and  such  as 
are  liable  to  be  referred  to  are  at  the  clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe. 
The  assessors'  and  selectmen's  records  are  kept  in  the  vault  at  the 
town  hall,  the  safe  being  for  the  clerk's  use.  The  valuation  lists 
from  1815  to  18{j1  are  in  volumes  in  the  vault.  The  collectors' 
records  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  records  are  in  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  one  volume,  which  should  be  bound. 

PiTTSFiELD  (Oct.  9,  1890).  A  wooden  town  building,  recently 
refitted  with  a  new  vault,  heated  with  steam,  in  the  basement.  All 
the  older  records  are  in  the  vault.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  for  the 
current  records,  and  the  selectmen  also  have  a  safe.  The  records 
of  the  assessors  arc  in  the  vault.  Marriage  certiflcates  and  burial 
returns  from  18G0,  and  possibly  before,  are  preserved.  The  col- 
lectors' books  and  Arc  district  valuation  books  are  nearly  all 
preserved  and  labelled.  The  tax  lists  from  I80I  are  bound.  The 
old  papers  are  liled  and  arranged  more  completely  than  in  any  of 
the  old  towns  visited  except  Alilford,  chiefly  done  by  lion.  James 
]M.  Barker  when  town  clerk.  The  valuation  lists,  from  1772  to 
1817  consecutively,  and  some  scattering  ones  since,  are  arranged 
in  bundles  by  years,  and  labelled.  There  is  one  large  book,  being 
a  collection  of  ancient  papers,  beginning  with  the  record  of  a  meet- 
ing of  the  "Prorietors  of  the  settileng  Lotts  of  Poontoosuc,  21 
day  of  JMay,  1759." 

Plymouth  (Oct.  22,  1889).  While  in  town  to  inspect  the  county 
records,  I  made  a  very  hasty  inspection  of  the  town  olfice,  insufli- 
cient  for  a  report.  Found  a  good  vault,  however,  containing  the 
clerk's  records  and  some  others. 

Prescott  (July  15,  1890).  The  town  clerk  has  a  very  small 
safe  in  his  house,  but  it  is  wholly  inadequate  for  his  records.  The 
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assessors*  records  are  at  the  chairman's  house,  not  in  a  safe  ;  the 
selectmen  have  no  safe.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  not  been  preserved. 

Randolph  (July  23,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  two 
vaults,  in  which  all  the  records  are  kept.  Some  assessors'  lists 
unbound  from  1824  were  found  with  some  old  papers,  not  in  a 
vault.  The  collectors'  records  have  all  been  returned  to  the  town. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1885.    Records  in  good  condition. 

Rochester  (April  13,  1890).  The  town  has  an  old  building, 
called  the  town  building,  unlit  for  its  uses,  the  arrangements  for 
heating  making  it  insecure  from  fire.  It  contains  a  room  for  the 
selectmen's  use,  in  which  there  is  a  safe  containing  some  of  their 
records.  The  town  clerk's  records  are  at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe. 
The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  volumes  of  the  town  records 
are  in  bad  condition,  and  need  binding.  One  of  the  volumes  of 
assessors'  records  (1880  to  1890)  is  in  the  town  clerk's  possession. 
The  old  valuation  lists  are  in  the  town  building,  in  utter  confusion. 
A  volume  or  parts  of  a  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  together 
with  many  plans  of  land  in  old  Rochester,  which  comprised 
INIarion,  Mattapoisett,  and  Wareham,  are  in  a  box  in  the  town 
building,  unprotected  from  fire,  and  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  mice, 
which  have  eaten  many  papers  in  the  room.  IMarriage  certificates 
are  not  prebVu'^^d.  Collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town. 

RocKPOiiT  (Sept.  30,  1889).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  a 
vault.  The  clerk  keeps  the  current  records  in  his  own  house,  not 
in  a  safe.  The  selectmen  have  a  small  separate  safe  in  the  town 
hall.    The  records  are  in  excellent  condition. 

Rowley  (Nov.  21,  1890).  AVooden  town  hall.  The  select- 
men's and  assessors'  records  are  kept  there,  but  not  in  a  safe. 
The  clerk  has  a  room  in  his  house  fitted  for  an  ollice,  where  Jie  has 
a  safe  which  is  crowded.  The  collectors'  records  have  not,  as  a 
rule,  Ijeen  returned  to  the  town,  although  a  number  of  volumes 
are  in  the  clerk's  possession.  JMarriiigc^  certificates  from  18-")3, 
with  the  exce[)tion  of  one  y(!ar,  are  preserved,  and  have  been  filed 
and  indexed,  liurial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  short  time 
oidy.  'i'lu^  records  are  all  in  g(x)d  condition,  with  the  exception 
of  one  old  volume,  wliich  should  l)e  repaired  and  bouud. 
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Rutland  (Sept.  19,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall.  The  clerks' 
ofllee  is  in  a  room  in  his  d welling'- house,  where  he  has  an  old 
safe,  now  full.  IMany  old  papers  are  in  closets,  there  being  no 
place  provided.  Tiie  selectmen  have  an  office  in  the  town  hall ; 
their  records  and  the  assessors'  are  not  in  safes.  Certificates  of 
marriage  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1814.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rec- 
ords are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  volume  of 
l)ro[)rietors'  records,  Avhich  needs  binding,  and  the  first-  volume  of 
town  meeting  records.  The  meeting-housG  was  burned  Feb.  28, 
IBoO,  and  many  town  books  and  papers  wliich  were  stored  under 
the  pulpit  were  destroyed. 

Salisbury  (Nov.  21,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  no 
records  are  kept.  There  is  a  small  wooden  building,  bnilt  four 
years  ago  for  a  town  olhce,  in  which  the  clerk  and  selectmen  each 
have  a  safe,  inwhicli  all  records  are  kept  except  the  valuation  lists. 
4'he  collectors'  records  since  about  1800  have  been  returned  to  the 
town.  The  old  valuation  lists  since  about  1775  are  in  the  bottom 
of  a  book-case  with  other  papers,  those  since  1820  being  bound. 
Five  of  the  oldest  volumes  are  out  of  bindings,  and  in  a  very 
dilapidated  condition  ;  four  of  the  later  ones  are  in  parchment 
covers,  but  in  rather  bad  condition  ;  part  of  these  having  been 
copied  and  well  indexed,  the  originals  have  been  neglected. 
]Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  for  many  years  have  been 
preserved  and  filed  by  previous  clerks,  and  are  packed  away  in 
chests  with  other  papers,  not  in  a  safe. 

SnuTEsnuRY  (July  lo,  1890).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  very 
small  vault,  hardly  worthy  the  name.  Tlie  clerk  keeps  his  rec- 
ords at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe.  The  assessors'  records  from 
1880  to  1890  are  at  the  chairman's  house,  and  earlier  ones  are  at 
the  town  hall,  not  in  safes.  The  collectors'  records  have  been 
returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  18<S3.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  rec- 
ords and  one  volume  of  the  town  records  are  in  bad  order,  and  need 
binding. 

Stougiiton  (Sept.  4,  1890).  Brick  town  hall,  with  a  large  dry 
vault.  All  the  records  are  kept  there  except  the  current  ones,  which 
are  at  the  clei'k's  house,  not  in  a  safe.  The  collectors'  records  from 
1879  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  since  i<S75  are  filed.  Some  of  the  old  records  have 
recently  been  bouud,  aud  all  are  in  good  condition.    At  the  time 
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of  my  visit,  the  clerk  aud  chairman  of  the  selectmen  were  arrang- 
ing for  binding  old  tax  lists  from  about  1727. 

SuDBUKY  (Sept.  15,  1890).  "Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  good 
vault,  built  in  1884 ;  but,  this  being  damp,  most  of  the  records 
are  kept  in  a  safe  which  is  also  there.  The  clerk  keeps  a  copy  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  at  his  house.  The  current  records 
of  the  selectmen  are  said  to  be  kept  in  a  private  safe.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not,  as  a  rule,  been  returned  to  the  town, 
but  the  clerk  has  about  twelve  volumes.  Certificates  of  marriage 
and  burial  returns  are  not  preserved  prior  to  1887.  Three  vol- 
umes of  proprietors'  records  now  need  binding.  The  valuation 
lists  from  1778,  nearly  or  quite  continuous,  are  in  good  order  for 
binding,  having  been  arranged  by  the  late  John  A.  Mayuard.  Ail 
records  needing  it  were  rebound  in  1840. 

Tauxton  (Nov.  20,  1890).  Brick  city  hall.  The  city  clerk, 
treasurer  and  collector,  and  water  board,  each  have  vaults  ;  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  and  assessors,  safes.  The  records  are  all 
in  vaults  or  safes,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  assessors, 
those  of  the  last  three  years  only  being  kept  in  a  safe.  The  rec- 
ords are  all  in  good  condition. 

TopSFiELD  (Sept.  23,  1889).  Town  hall  contains  a  large  vault. 
The  assessors'  records  are  in  the  town  clerk's  possession.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Every- 
thing is  kept  in  excellent  condition,  although  some  of  the  older 
records  should  be  copied  and  indexed. 

Tyngsborougii  (May  20,  1890).  The  town  has  a  good  school 
building,  in  which  the  selectmen  have  an  office,  where  their  records 
are  kept  in  a  safe.  Three  thousand  dollars  has  been  voted  to 
repair  the  building  and  put  in  a  new  vault.  The  records,  other 
than  the  selectmen's  and  assessors',  are  in  the  town  clerk's  house, 
not  in  a  safe.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  only  since 
April  last.  No  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  dates  of 
assessors'  records.  A  copy  of  volume  III.  of  the  records,  cover- 
ing the  years  from  1845  to  1883,  has  been  copied  since  1885,  and 
is  being  certified  by  the  clerlv.  The  first  volume  of  town  records, 
which  has  been  copied,  needs  binding.  The  present  clerk  was 
elected  in  April  last,  liis  predecessor  was  in  office  two  years,  but 
neither  of  them  have  had  any  files  of  papers  transmitted  to  them. 

AVALroLE  (April  11,  1890).  Brick  town  liall,  with  a  splendid 
vault.    The  clerk  has  a  safe  at  the  house  opposite  his  own,  where 
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the  current  records  are  kept.  All  the  other  town  books,  assessors' 
records  included,  arc  in  the  vault,  with  the  exception  of  some  of 
the  collectors'  records.  The  assessors'  lists  from  17G1  to  1778 
were  purchased  from  a  dealer  in  old  boolvs  by  the  late  James  A. 
Dupee  (the  town  ofUcers  having  previously  refused  to  buy  them), 
by  whom  they  were  bound  in  one  volume,  and  presented  to  the 
public  library.    The  old  marriage  certihcates  have  been  destroyed. 

Wareiiam  (April  3,  1890).  The  town  clerk  has  two  safes  at 
his  house,  but  tliey  are  insufficient  for  his  needs..  The  selectmen 
have  a  small  building  for  their  use,  which  contains  a  vault  for  their 
records  as  selectmen  and  assessors.  Marriage  certificates  are  pre- 
served. Papers  are  filed,  but  many  of  them  have  to  be  kept  in 
boxes.    A  few  volumes  of  the  records  need  binding. 

Wayland  (Aprils,  1890).  There  is  a  good  vault  in  the  town 
hall,  where  all  the  records  are  kept  Avith  the  exception  of  those  of 
the  selectmen,  which  are  in  an  old  safe  of  doubtful  value. 

Wi:llesley  (Oct.  1,  1890).  Stone  town  hall,  considered  fire- 
proof, with  a  vci-y  large  vault,  in  which  the  assessors',  selectmen's, 
and  overseers'  records  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his  office, 
which  contains  his  records  and  papers.  The  collectors'  records 
have  been  returned  to  the  town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  since  1888  are  in  the  clerk's  possession  ;  previous  ones,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years,  are  not.  The  previous  clerk  is  said 
to  have  a  large  collection  of  papers  at  his  house,  which  are  supposed 
to  Ije  largely  town  papers  of  Needham  and  Wellesley. 

Weniia^i  (Aug.  20,  1890).  AVooden  town  hall,Avith  two  safes  ; 
one  new  in  1890,  in  which  the  clerk's  older  records  and  those  of  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his 
olfice,  which  is  a  small  building  apart  from  his  house,  where  a  part 
of  his  records  are  kept.  The  tax  lists  from  17ol  to  date  are  bound, 
and  in  the  safe.  Everything  is  in  excellent  condition,  tlie  clerk 
having  had  all  of  the  old  records,  even  to  the  selectmen's  order 
books,  bound  and  put  in  order. 

West  Ijuidgewater  (Aug.  20,  1890).  A  small  wooden  building 
is  used  as  a  town  olfice.  The  assessors'  and  selectmen's  records 
are  kept  there,  but  not  in  safes.  The  clerk  has  the  current  records 
in  a  safe  in  his  store.  The  assessoi's'  records  from  1822  to  1859 
were  in  sheets  in  a  drawer,  in  poor  condition.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  IMarriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  the  past  year ;  the  pre- 
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vioiis  ones  were  not  in  the  clerk's  custody,  and  probably  are  not 
preserved.  Many  manuscript  records  are  said  to  have  been  burned 
about  forty  years  ago.  The  town  is  having  a  dispute  with  Brock- 
ton about  the  boundary  between  the  two  places,  the  perambulation 
records  of  which  cannot  be  found. 

Westford  (INIay  2,  1890).  A  wooden  town  hall,  with  a  vault 
for  which  new  doors  have  just  been  completed.  The  clerk  has  a 
good  safe  at  his  house,  where  the  current  records  are  kept.  The 
assessors'  records  from  1747  to  date  are  in  the  vault.  Nine  volumes 
of  them  need  binding,  having  come  to  pieces  from  the  dampness  in 
an  old  safe.  The  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the 
town.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  during  the  admin- 
istration of  the  present  clerk  are  filed  and  indexed  ;  the  older  ones 
cannot  be  found.  JNIany  of  the  okl  records  had  come  to  pieces, 
evidently  from  dampness  in  the  old  safe. 

Weston  (April  8,  1800),  Town  hall,  with  a  large  new  safe. 
A  large  number  of  volumes  of  assessors'  records,  and  some  of  the 
selectmen's,  had  recently  been  returned  to  the  town  clerk,  and 
were  in  the  safe.  A  large  chest  had  lately  been  brought  there 
from  the  town  clerk's  house,  which  was  said  to  contain  old  town 
papers,  and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  have  these  and  the 
old  records  put  in  order. 

•West  Stockbridge  (Oct.  7,  1800).  The  town  oQices  are  in  a 
wooden  business  block.  There  is  a  large  good  vault  in  the  building, 
used  by  all  town  ollicers ;  a  good  safe,  also,  is  in  the  office.  The 
assessors'  records  are  in  the  vault.  The  collectors'  records,  with 
the  exception  of  one  volume,  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
The  tax  lists  from  1700  to  18UG  are  in  two  volumes,  without  covers  ; 
those  from  1808  to  1812  in  sheets  by  years,  while  those  from  1822 
to  date  are  all  bound.  With  this  exception,  the  records  are  in 
excellent  condition.  ]\rarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  during  the  occasional  years  when  the  present  clerk 
has  held  the  oQlce,  but  nothing  is  known  of  others.  The  volume 
of  Ivcbellion  records  was  written  up  after  complaint  made  by  the 
(irand  Army  Post.  The  school  district  records  are  all  in  the  town 
vault. 

Weymouth  (IMay  10,  1800).  The  town  hall  has  a  vault  used  by 
the  selectmen  and  assessors.  The  town  clc^rk  has  his  records  for 
frequent  reference  and  use  in  a  safe  in  his  ollicc  in  the  savings- 
bank,  and  other  records  in  a  large  safe  in  a  grocery  store  next  to 
the  bank  building.    IMarriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  only 
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since  1887.  The  records  are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception 
of  two  original  volumes,  which  badly  need  binding.  The  iirst 
volume  of  the  town  records  has  records  of  grants  of  land,  no 
proprietors'  records  being  known  to  be  in  existence.  Some  ancient 
volumes  have  been  rebound. 

"Whitman  (Aug.  22,  1800).  The  town  clerk  has  the  records  in 
a  good  safe  in  his  dwelling,  which,  however,  is  full.  The  assessors 
and  selectmen  have  two  large  safes  in  rooms  hired  in  a  business 
block,  where  the  clerk  says  the  records  are  all  kept.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  Records  are  all 
in  good  condition. 

WiNCiTESTizR  (July  24,  1800).  New  stone  town  hall,  with  a 
vault  for  the  clerk's  use,  and  another  for  the  selectmen's.  All  the 
records  are  in  vaults.  Tiie  collectors'  records  have  not  all  been 
returned  to  the  town.  The  information  was  not  ol)tainable  in 
regard  to  marriage  certificates  and  burinl  returns,  as  the  clerk  had 
ver}''  recently  died,  and  his  successor  pro  tern,  did  not  know  about 
them. 

YAiniouTii  (Oct.  28,  1880).  The  town  clerk's  records  are  in  a 
safe  at  a  bank,  in  good  condition.  The  selectmen's  and  assessors' 
records  are  in  a  room  in  the  almshouse,  not  in  a  safe.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  (June  30, 
180O.)  The  town  clerk  reports  that  a  building  has  been  purchased 
for  town  oflices,  and  a  vault  built  which  will  be  occupied  as  soon 
as  dry. 

Assessors'  Recokds. 

The  detailed  report  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
records  in  the  towns  visited  emphasizes  the  statements  made 
in  my  last  report  in  regard  to  the  records  of  the  assessors 
and  collectors,  to  vvhicli^  I  would  respectfully  call  attention. 
The  older  records  of  the  assessors,  either  in  the  form  of 
valuation  lists  or  tax  lists,  have,  when  found,  been  in  even 
worse  condition  than  I  anticipated,  and  many  are  missing. 
The  selectmen  have  been  notified  that  such  lists  as  have  been 
or  can  be  found  should  be  put  in  condition  for  preservation. 

By  cha[)ter  307  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  the  custody  of  the 
valuation  lists,  and  their  use,  is  left  in  doubt.  Chapter  37 
of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the  town  clerk  shall 
keep  in  the  safe  at  all  times,  except  when  they  are  wanted  for 


1891.] 


SENATE  — No.  2. 


39 


use,  all  books  of  record  or  registry,  and  that  all  records  shall 
l)e  0[)en  for  puljlic  inspection  and  examination  ;  but  this  act 
provides  that  the  valuation  lists,  or  attested  copies,  shall  be 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  assessors,  or,  if  there  is  no  office, 
with  the  chairman,  and  that  "the  residents  and  non-resident 
pro[)erty  holders  of  each  city  or  town  shall,  at  all  reasonable 
times,  have  free  access  to"  them.  Under  this  act,  assessors, 
in  one  town  at  least  where  they  have  de})osited  their  records 
in  the  town  vault,  have  forbidden  the  clerk  to  exhibit  them  to 
any  person  but  a  resident  or  a  non-resident  property  holder, 
thereby  putting  an  ol)stacle  in  the  way  of  State  or  town 
officers  who  may  find  it  necessary  to  consult  tliose  lists  in  the 
matter  of  pauper  settlement.  This  act  evidently  was  not 
intended  to  limit  the  right  of  any  one  to  inspect  the  records, 
and  should  be  amended  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  such 
construction  of  it.  By  the  provision  allowing  the  chairman 
to  have  the  records  in  his  custod}^  they  are  more  than  likel}'- 
to  be  kept  at  his  dwelling-house,  not  in  a  safe,  as  the  law 
requires.  ' 

Collectors'  Eecords. 

The  records  of  the  collectors,  important  as  I  represented 
them  to  be  in  my  last  report,  have  assumed  a  much  more 
important  position,  as  the  experiences  of  the  town  officers  in 
their  efl'orts  to  obtain  the  information  contained  only  in  them 
have  been  related  to  me.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  detailed 
town  reports  that  with  very  few  exceptions  these  are  not  in 
the  custody  of  the  town.  Efforts  have  been  made  ])y  the 
selectmen  in  many  towns  to  obtain  them,  }.)ut  they  have  been 
met  by  flat  refusal  of  the  collectors  to  deliver  them,  although 
their  possession  by  the  town  would  probably  have  saved  it 
from  pecuniary  loss.  Since  1887  the  collectors'  books  have 
been  made  by  statute  the  property  of  the  town,  and  I  can- 
not too  strongly  urge  the  passage  of  the  following  act,  whicii 
v/ould  result  in  bringing  very  many  of  these  valuable  records 
into  possession  of  the  towns.  Precedents  for  such  legislation 
are  estal)lished  by  chapter  18  of  the  Public  Statutes,  relating 
to  records  of  notaries  public,  and  by  chapter  211  of  the  Acts 
of  1888,  relating  to  records  of  trial  justices. 
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An  Act  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and  records  of  col- 
lectors OF  taxes. 

» 

Be  it  enacted,  etc  ,  as  follows : 

Section  1 .  Every  collector  of  taxes  who  resigns  his  office,  or  is 
removed  or  retired  from  oilice,  shall  within  three  months  after  such 
resignation,  removal,  or  retirement,  deposit  all  his  accounts, 
records,  and  papers  relating  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  ho  held  such  office,  with  the  clerk 
of  such  city  or  town. 

Sect.  2.  Every  ex-collector  of  taxes  shall,  within  three  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  and 
])apers  which  are  now  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes  in  the  town  in  which  he  held  such  office, 
with  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town. 

Sect.  3.  Tho  executor  or  administrator  of  a  deceased  person 
who  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  previously  thereto  was  a  collector 
of  taxes,  shall  within  three  months  after  his  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  administrator  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  aivl  papers 
which  came  into  his  hands  relating  to  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  ta>:es,  with  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town. 

Sect.  4.  When  all  the  taxes  committed  to  the  collector  of  taxes 
ill  any  city  or  town  have  been  paid  or  abated,  or  in  any  event  at 
the  end  of  three  j'^ears  from  the  date  of  the  commitment  to  him 
of  said  taxes,  he  shall  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  and  papers 
relating  to  such  taxes,  with  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which 
he  holds  office. 

Sect.  5.  If  the  collector  of  taxes  in  any  city  or  town  has  an 
office  for  the  deposit  of  records  and  the  transaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  collector,  the  accounts,  records,  and  papers  required  to  be 
deposited  with  the  city  or  town  clerk  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
collector  in  said  office. 

Sect.  G.  Any  city  or  town  clerk,  or  collector  of  taxes  men- 
tioned in  section  5  of  this  act,  who  shall  have  knowledge  of  any 
{iccounts,  records,  or  papers  relating  to  taxes  in  his  city  or  town 
which  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  should  be  in  his  possession, 
shall  demand  the  same  of  any  person  having  them  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Sect.  7.  Any  collector  or  ex-collector  of  taxes,  or  any  execu- 
tor or  administrator  mentioned  in  section  ?>  of  this  act  who  refuses 
or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  this  cliapter,  or  any 
person  liaving  in  liis  possession  any  accounts,  records,  or  papers 
mentioned  in  section  G  of  this  act,  who,  after  demand  made  by 
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the  clerk  or  collector  entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the 
same,  wrongfully  detains  them,  sliall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

Clmpter  202  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  requiring  that  the 
returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  should  be  pre- 
served and  filed,  is  referred  to  more  at  length  under 
"  Files."  This  act  was  unknown  to  a  few  clerks  already 
visited,  who  had  continued  to  destroy  the  returns ;  but 
among  those  who  knew  of  it  but  a  very  few  had  complied 
wdtli  its  re(}uirements,  for  the  reason  that  they  were  not 
likely  to  be  compensated  for  the  work,  which  might  require 
weeks  for  its  proper  completion.  The  statute,  so  far  as 
indexing  and  arranging  is  concerned,  is  therefore  a  dead 
letter. 

The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  likely 
to  be  defective  from  neglect  of  the  persons  required  to  m;ike 
returns  to  the  town  clerks  ;  and,  tdthough  the  penalty  for 
the  neglect  was  recently  increased,  the  clerks  do  not  feci 
that  they  are  to  prosecute,  and  ask  U[)on  whom  this  duty 
should  devolve.  That  the  law  should  be  enforced  and  the 
returns  made  to  the  clerks  is  important,  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  clerk  should  take  every  means  in  his  power  to 
obtain  them,  even  to  the  extent  of  prosecuting.  Although 
the  clerks  canvass  annually  before  making  their  returns  to 
the  State,  they  often  find  that  families  have  left  town,  and 
the  facts  for  record  of  a  birth  or  death,  which  the  clerk  may 
know  has  occurred,  cannot  l)e  had. 

An  obstacle  to  a  correct  record  of  marriao^es  exists  in 
towns  bordering  on  other  States.  Persons  who  cannot 
obtain  permits  in  their  own  towns,  cross  the  State  line  and 
are  married,  no  record  being  mtule  in  this  State  unless  they 
return  to  reside.  By  this  method  not  only  is  there  no  rec- 
ord, but  the  law  is  brouglit  into  contempt.  The  remedy 
would  seem  to  be  in  some  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
neighboring  States. 

A  difficulty  exists  in  regard  to  the  record  of  deaths,  l)y 
the  divided  responsibility  in  towns  where  a  l)oard  of  health 
is  established.     Permits  are  returned  to  members  of  the 
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board  at  all  times  and  places,  and  do  not  reach  the  clerk's 
office.  In  one  town  having  a  board  of  health  three  burials 
were  made  within  a  month  of  bodies  brought  from  dillerent 
cities,  and  the  clerk  is  unable  to  learn  of  any  burial  per- 
mits bavins:  been  issued  or  delivered.  It  would  seem  desir- 
al)le  that  this  matter  bo  wlioll}''  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  town  clerk. 

Among  the  volumes  of  papers  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the 
supreme  court  in  Boston,  elsewhere  referred  to,  is  a  volume 
made  up  of  court  liles,  containing  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  Avhich  are  evidently  part  of  the  returns 
made  by  the  town  clerk  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  ses- 
sions, or  certified  copies  used  as  evidence  in  court.  These 
relate  to  very  many  towns,  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  deficiencies  in  town  records  can  be  supplied  from  them. 
They  are  indexed  by  towns,  which  makes  them  available. 

Proprietors'  Records. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  those  familiar  with  proprie- 
tors' records,  to  many  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Proprie- 
tors "  in  this  connection  is  unknown,  and  it  seems  necessary 
to  explain  it,  even  at  the  risk  of  repeating  what  has  been 
said  in  the  previous  reports. 

In  1(31)1  it  was  enacted  that  "  none  but  the  General  Court 
hath  power  to  *  *  *  and  dispose  of  lands  ;  viz.  ;  to  give  and 
confirm  proprieties,"  and  from  that  time  grants  of  the  com- 
mon and  undivided  lands  were  made  to  individuals  and  cor- 
porate bodies  of  proprietors.  Where  the  grant,  which  was 
often  called  the  plantation,  was  made  to  a  body  of  proprie- 
tors, records  were  usually  commenced,  beginning  with  the 
allotment  of  the  lands  by  the  proprietors  to  the  individual 
members.  The  proprietors  were  in  fact  the  town,  and 
many  of  their  records  may  be  considered  town  records 
until  the  grant  or  plantation  became  a  town.  If  the  origi- 
nal grant  was  to  an  individual,  he  was  likely  soon  to  dis- 
pose of  i)arts,  and  then  often  to  a  body  of  proprietors  who 
commenced  records.  Later  these  proprietors  in  turn  dis- 
posed of  the  part  to  another  body,  and  new  records  were 
commenced. 
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By  reference  to  the  first  report  of  tliis  commission,  it 
will  be  seen  tliat  in  many  towns  reporting  proprietors'  rec- 
ords the  earliest  date  given  is  much  later  than  the  estab- 
lislnnent  of  the  town.  This  in  some  cases  signifies  that 
earlier  records  are  lost;  in  others,  that  they  are  contained 
in  the  volume  continued  and  reported  as  the  town  record, 
the  proprietors'  record  as  a  separate  record  not  being  com- 
menced until  later;  and  in  others  that  the  toion  granted  cer- 
tain of  its  lands  to  proprietors,  who  commenced  records. 

iNIany  of  the  lands  granted  and  conveyed  have  descended 
from  father  to  son  without  deeding,  and  therefore  no  record 
of  them  can  be  found  in  the  registries  of  deeds,  or  in  tlie 
court  or  town  records  where  the  deeds  in  very  early  days 
were  recorded.  The  titles  to  these  lands  run  directly 
through  the  proprietors'  records,  and  that  in  itself  should 
establish  their  value.  jNIoreover,  it  lias  been  decided  that 
the  record  of  the  proprietors  may  carry  title  as  against  the 
record  in  the  registry.  In  the  case  of  Green  v.  Putnam,  8 
Gushing,  21,  the  court  held  that  a  vote  of  the  proprietors  of 
Worcester,  in  1733,  recorded  in  their  book  of  records,  but 
not  in  the  registry  of  deeds,  that  "  one  hundred  acres  of  the 
poorest  bind  on  jNlillstonc  Hill  be  left  common  for  the  use 
of  the  town  I'or  building  stones,"  constituted,  even  as  against 
grantees  under  subsequent  conveyances  duly  recorded  in  the 
registry,  a  grant  of  the  quarry  to  the  town,  not  fin*  tluiir 
use  in  a  cor[K)rate  capacity,  but  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
those  only  who  were  or  might  become  inhabitants  thereof, 
for  all  purposes  in  which  sucli  materials,  in  the  |n-ogress  of 
time  and  the  arts,  might  l)e  made  useful. 

Two  sets  of  records  were  kept  by  some  of  the  proprietors, 
one  containing  a  description  of  the  grants,  often  with  plots, 
the  other  havin<j^  the  records  of  the  meetini2;s  with  the  votes 
passed.  Where  any  value  has  been  put  upon  these  records 
in  a  town,  the  volume  containing  the  description,  often  called 
the  ''Book  of  Grants,"  has  usually  l)een  considered  of  value, 
especially  if  it  has  })lots  also,  while  the  other  has  been  neg- 
lected as  valueless.  The  following  decisions  overthrow  that 
theory,  however.  "An  ancient  vote  of  proprietors  of  com- 
mon lands,  granting  the  same,  was  prima  facie,  evidence  of 
title  and  seisin."     (Inhabitants  of  (iloucester  v.  Gaifney,  8 
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Allen,  11.)  "Where  the  proprietors  of  the  common  and 
undivided  lands  in  a  tov/nship,  at  a  rei^ular  meetinix,  voted  a 
general  acceptance  and  conlirmation  of  the  locations  reported 
by  their  committees,  without  designating  each  location  in 
particular,  this  being  proved  to  be  the  general  course  of  their 
proceedings  in  all  locations,  one  so  acce[)ted  and  conhrmed 
was  held  good  and  sufficient."  (Codmiui  and  Others  v. 
Winslow,  10  Mass.  14().) 

Section  9  of  chapter  37  of  the  Public  Sttitutes  provides  that 
"the  county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  shall  have 
made,  under  their  direction,  copies  of  such  records  of  pro- 
[)rictors,  town  proprietaries,  cities,  towns,  or  counties  within 
or  without  the  Commonwealth,  as  relate  to  titles  to  land  in 
their  respective  counties,  and  as  in  their  judgment  ought  to 
be  Y)reserved  and  perpetuated ;  and  such  copies  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  county  or  district 
of  a  county  to  which  such  records  relate,  to  be  there  kept  l)y 
the  respective  registers  of  deeds  as  other  books  of  record  are 
kept  by  them." 

The  im[)ortance  of  these  records  to  conveyancers  and  their 
clients,  and  their  inaccessi])ility  in  the  towns,  especially 
under  the  present  custom  in  regard  to  exdiibiting  the  records, 
and  the  danger  to  which  they  are  exposed,  midvcs  it  desirable 
that  the  permissory  character  of  the  section  be  changed,  and 
that  it  be  made  mandatory  that  these  records  be  copied.  In 
a  fe\v  counties  the  copying  has  been  commenced,  usually  at 
the  instigation  of  the  register  to  whose  county  or  district 
tlu^se  records  relate.  Plymouth  County  h:is  taken  the  lead 
in  this  matter. 

The  following  records  of  proprietors  hiive  been  re[)ortcd 
since  the  returns  made  to  this  office  in  1885  :  — 

BoxFORD.  The  records  recovered  by  the  tcvii  clerk  upon  iafor- 
matioii  from  this  ofUce. 

DoLHiLAS.    Records  in  posscssioa  of  A.  F.  Brown,  Douglas. 

DuNSTAiJLE.    Records  in  the  olFice  of  the  city  clerk,  Nashua,  N.II. 

NoiniuioiiouGU.  A  volume  is  known  to  have  been  in  existence, 
but  no  information  in  regard  to  its  custody  for  the  past  fifty  years 
has  been  obtained.     Deacon  Jonatiian  Livermore  was  the  clerk. 

Waueua-m.  Records  in  possession  of  Girard  C.  Tobey,  Ware- 
•  ham. 
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Washington.  Records  of  the  proprietors  of  Ilartwood  from 
17G3  to  1788  iu  the  clerk's  office  of  the  superior  court  at  Plttsfiekl. 

The  proprietors'  records  in  the  following  towns  have  been 
put  in  possession  of  the  respective  town  clerks  since  the 
printing  of  the  first  report :  — 

Boxford,  Montague,  Kowley  (a  second  volume) , 

Dracut,  Mount  Washington,  Sheffield. 

Harwich, 

Copies  of  the  following  are  reported  as  in  the  registries  of 
deeds  where  they  respectively  belong:  — 


Barnstable, 

Bridgewater, 

Dartmouth, 

Iladley, 

Hatfield, 


Marshfield, 

Mount  Washington, 

Northampton, 

Pelham, 


Ivochester, 
Scituate, 
Sheaield, 
T^^ringham. 


A  personal  examination  of  some  of  the  proprietors'  records 
has  led  to  corrections  in  the  dates  originally  returned  to  this 
office,  but  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  print  those  at 
present. 

School  Eecohds. 

In  the  preliminary  investigation  made  in  1885  no  inquiry 
was  made  in  regard  to  the  records  pertaining  to  schools, 
which,  under  successive  acts  of  legislation,  should  bo  kept 
in  the  several  towns. 

By  an  act  passed  Feb.  28,  1800,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
several  school  districts  were  authorized  to  choose  a  clerk, 
who  was  to  be  sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office,  which  were  "  to  make  a  fair  record  of  all  votes  passed 
at  any  meeting  of  the  district,  and  to  certify  the  same  when 
required." 

Section  2  of  chapter  105  of  the  Acts  of  1838  provided  as 
follows  :  "  The  school  committee  in  each  town  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  a  record  book,  in  which  all  votes,  ordei's,  and 
proceedings  of  the  committee  shall  be  duly  recorded,  and 
said  record  vshall  ])e  delivered  over  by  the  committee  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year  to  their  successors." 
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Section  22  of  chapter  38  of  the  General  Statutes  required, 
and  section  27  of  chapter  44  of  the  Public  Statutes  still 
requires,  that  "  The  school  committee  shall  appoint  a  secre- 
tary and  keep  a  permanent  record  book,  in  which  all  votes, 
orders,  and  proceedings  shall  be  by  him  recorded." 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  should  be  records  of 
the  several  school  districts  during  the  thne  of  their  existence, 
and  of  the  school  committees  of  the  several  towns  from  1838. 
Very  limited  inquiry  satisfied  me  that  nothing  but  a  sys- 
tematic search  in  the  towns  would  discover  such  school 
district  records  as  were  in  existence,  and  I  had  no  means  at 
my  command  for  the  purpose.  No  town  ofBcer  was  author- 
ized to  make  such  a  search,  except  it  might  be  the  town 
clerk,  who  is  presumed  by  law  to  be  the  custodian  of  all 
records,  and  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect  the  work  of  him. 
I  therefore  turned  my  attention  exclusively  to  the  records  of 
the  school  committees,  and  on  Feb.  24,  1890,  sent  the 
following  circular  and  questions  to  the  school  committee  of 
each  city  and  town,  addressed  to  the  chairman  :  — 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Office^  of  the  Commissioneu  on  Public  Records 
OF  Parishes,  Towns,  and  Counties, 

9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Feb.  24,  1890. 

School  Committee  of  . 

Will  3^ou  have  the  kindness  to  answer  the  questions  on  the 
enclosed  sheet,  and  return  it  at  your  earliest  convenience  ? 

I  intend  to  obtain  this  information,  if  possible,  from  every  city 
and  town,  and  trust  you  will  assist  me  in  doing  it  in  this  inex- 
pensive way,  thus  saving  the  cost  of  sending  an  agent  to  obtain  it. 
Ilespectfully  yours, 

IvOBKiiT  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

Crrr  or  Town  of  — . 

1.  "What  records  of  the  school  committee  arc  in  possession  of 
your  city  or  town?    (See  Public  Statutes,  chapter  44,  section  27.) 

2.  AVhat  years  do  they  cover? 

3.  In  whose  custody  are  they  ? 

4.  Are  they  indexed? 

5.  Arc  they  kept  in  fire-proof  safes? 

i).  Arc  papers  and  documents  of  tlie  school  committee  pre- 
served and  filed? 
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7.  Have  any  of  the  proceedings  of  the  school  coininittee  been 
printed?    If  so,  for  what  years? 

8.  Has  your  city  or  town  a  complete  set  of  such  proceedings? 
If  not,  what  years  are  missing? 

9.  Are  the  school  registers  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Education 
preserved?  (See  Public  Statutes,  chapter  41,  section  7.)  If  so, 
for  what  years  ? 

The  following  table  presents  the  returns  concerning  rec- 
ords, papers,  and  registers,  arranged  alphabetically  by  cities 
and  towns,  the  names  of  the  cities  being  in  ca{)itals. 

The  information  is  sometimes  necessarily  abbreviated.  In 
some  instances  the  particular  papers  which  are  preserved  and 
iiled  have  been  specified,  Init  for  the  purpose  of  this  report 
it  has  been  deemed  sufficient  to  say  "  A  part."  In  cases 
where  the  registers  are  said  to  have  been  preserved  tem- 
porarily, it  is  usually  the  fact  that  they  are  preserved  for  a 
few  of  the  last  years,  those  of  the  oldest  year  being  destroyed 
annually.  The  term  "  Superintendent"  signifies  the  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  to  whom  some  of  the  committees  have 
intrusted  their  records. 


s 


I 


I 
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SCHOOL  RECORDS. 

[The  asterisk  eignifiea  that  no  re/,ur'as  Lave  heen  received,  although  repeated  reqiiests  have 
been  made  of  the  chairman  or  secretary  of  the  school  committee.  The  use  of  the  da^h  siguitiua, 
iu  tlie  columns  headed  "  School  Committee  Proceedings,"  that  no  records  are  kept;  in  the  columns 
headed  "  Papers  Preserved  and  Filijd,"  and  "  School  Registers  Preserved,"  either  that  there  arc 
none  preserved,  or  that  the  information  was  not  returned.] 


School  Comjiittkk  riiocEEniNOs 

Papers 
Preserved  and 
Filed 

Cities  and 

School  l?egister3 

Towns. 

Years 
covered 

In  Keeping  of — 

Whether 
in  Safes 

Preserved 

Abington,  . 

1S82-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yea  . 

No 

Acton,  . 

1877-lS'JO 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .      .  . 

1887-1890 

Acubhnct,  . 

1SS5-1S90 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

_ 

Yes 

Adams, 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Agawam, 

1S80-1S90 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Yea  . 

Yes 

A 1  lord, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1S83-1890 

Anu'sbury,  . 

18GO-1800 

Committee 

No 

A  part 

Ye3 

Amhui'st, 

istii-isyo 

Secretary  . 

No 

No     ..  . 

Temporarily 

Andover, 

18u.j-lS90 

Town  Clerk 

Yes  . 

A  part 

Yes 

Arlington,  . 
Ashburnham, 

1S;]S-1S90 

Town  Clerk^  . 

Yesi  . 

1885-1890  . 

Mostly 
1888-1890 

1351-1890 

Committee 

No 

No  . 

Anhby, 

ISOT-ISOO 

Secretary  . 

No 

No 

Yes 

Asblield,  . 

1 879-1 S90 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

No 

Ai^liland,  . 

1875-1890 

Committee 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1875-1890 

Aihol,  . 

1840-1 S90- 

Committee 

No 

No     .       .  . 

- 

Attleborough, 

18S3-18>J0 

Secretary  . 

No  , 

Important  ones 

Temporarily 
1S78-1S90 

Auburn, 

1853-1890 

Committee 

Yea  . 

Many  of  them  . 

Ayor,  . 

1871-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Preserved  only 

1871-1890 

Avon,  . 

18^8-1800 

Secretary  , 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

Yes 

Barnstable,  . 

18G'.i-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Importaiil  ones 

No 

P>  irre,  . 

1865-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

i'reserved  only 

Not  systematically 

Becket, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1S89 

Bedford.* 

Bckbertown, 

1355-1 890 > 

Secretary  . 

No  , 

No     .       .  . 

1834-1890 

Ik'lliiigham, 

1857-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1854-1804,  1S7G-1890 

Belmont, 

1859-1 890 

(Committee 

Yea  . 

Yes   .      .  . 

Yes 

Berkley, 

1 347-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

A  i>art 

l>orliu,  . 

185 1-1 890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No     .       .  . 

A  part 

]?eriiard8ton, 

1845-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1882-1890 

Ik'verlv,  . 

18(30-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yea  . 

Yes  . 

Yes 

Billerica,  . 

Secretary  . 

i\  o  . 

Yes  . 

1885-1890 

Blackstono, . 

1851-1890 

Town  Clerki  . 

Yesi  . 

No  . 

A  part 

]>laiulford,  . 

1861-1890 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1880-1890 

P>OltOIi, 

lS;i8-1890 

No  . 

No 

No 

BosroN, 

1792-1890* 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yea  . 

0-  — 

Bourne, 

.  1884-1890 

Committee 

No  . 

Yea  . 

Yes 

Bo\l)or()ugh, 

1881-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1888,  1889 

Box  ford, 

18;]8-1S90 

Com  ui  11  tec 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

1882-1890 

lioylston, 
Bradford,  . 

18.5-J-1890'J 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1881-1890 

187(5-1^90 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

183a-189J 

J5raiutree,  . 

18J<3-1890 

Town  Clerk^  . 

Yesi  . 

Of  late  years  . 

Of  late  years 

Bre\v;iter,  . 

1834-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

For  a   few  of  tha 

latest  j  ears 

Bridu'ewater, 

185(3-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

No 

liriniticld,  . 

18(31-1  S9() 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1884-1890 

BK(K  KT0N,  . 

l>5i;il-1890 

Superintendent 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1837-189 ) 

BrouMield,  . 

1S73-18'J0 

Chairman  . 

No  , 

No  . 

IS^0-^S90 

l]rookiiiie,  . 

1858- I S90 

(Committee 

No  . 

No  . 

A  bstracts  are 

Buekiaud,  . 

1S47-1S90 

Town  Clerk 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1885-1890 

Burlington,  . 

\  ISKJ-ISS'J  ] 
\  18S4-bS9U  \ 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1840-1890 

CA.Miunuoi':, 

18;!4-1890 

City  Clerki 

Yesi  . 

Yes  . 

No 

Canton, 

1S51-1S<)0 

(k)mmittre 

No  . 

No  . 

Carlisle, 

1880-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

No 

1  E.xcept  the  volume  in  use. 

*  For  a  few  of  the  years  no  records  were  kept. 

3  For  the  first  thirty  years  the  reconl  is  defective. 

*  Matters  relating  to  schools  from  1G35  to  1792  are  contained  in  the  records  of  the  town  and 
ejlectme/i. 

^  No  registers  are  fiirnislied  to  Boston. 
Th  ire  is  also  a  complete  set  of  school  district  records. 
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School  Committee  Prockkdxngs 

Papers 

CiTIKS  AND 

Scnool  Kegisters 
Preserved 

■ 

Towns. 

Years 
covered 

In  Keeping  of— 

Whether 
in  Sates 

Preserved  and 
Filed 

Carver, 

I  1  C  A')    1  Q  1 
V   loDO- loD»  ( 

t  1  (58<?   1  QQfi  <i 
t  1  ooo  1  ijtjyi  ) 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

1884-1889' 

Oharlemont, 

1  ttQ*>   1  flOfi 

committee  . 

No 

No     .       .  . 

Yes 

Cluuituii, 

- 

A  part 

Chathatn, 

V  1  o40-  1  OD  Ct  1 

1  1  C70   1  \ 
(  10  1  ^-  1  O'JV  ] 

Committee 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1846-1890 

Chelmsford, 

^  CT^    1  iiOA 

loi 0- ioyu 

Secretary  . 
Comrnitt^^e 

No 

Yes  . 

18S5-1890 

CUELSEA,  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Indefinite  time 

Chubhire, 

yeert'tary  .  , 

No 

Yes  . 

1887-1890 

Chesler, 

^ GQu  1  con 

Committee 

No 

No  . 

1888-1800 

CheBtertield, 

Secretary  •  . 

No 

No  . 

1888-1890  . 

Chicopec, 

\  xo  )--iooy  / 

1  1 UTQ    1 flQH  I 

(  J  o ( o - 1 oyo  ) 

Town  Clerk2  . 

Ye82  . 

Yes  . 

A  part  , 

Chiliiiark, 

V  JH4  (  -  J  001;  / 
(  J 0 Do- toy 0  ) 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .  ... 

1883-1890 

Clarksburg, 

- 

- 

Clinton, 

1850-1800 

Secretary  ■ 

Yes 

Yes  , 

1884-1890 

Cohasdot, 

1  Q  m    1  QClt\ 

io4y-isyu 

i^ecretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Yes 

Colraiii, 

1  G  Ki    1  CiOn 

iri4y  -  i  oy*J 

Secretary  . 

No 

- 

1.S88-1890 

Concord, 

f  Q  '-,/  1     1  Cf  H  i 

loou- 1 ouU 

Committee 

I  e&-  . 

No     .       .  . 

Conway. 

lS;i7-lS90 

Secretary 

Ves 

Yes  . 

A  part 

Cottai40  City, 

1  SHU  1  son 

Secretary  . 

X  0 

No  . 

No 

CiiiUMiiugtou, 

1 RK4— 1890 

Secretary  .  . 

No 

Yes  . 

1884-1890 

J)alion, 

lo.^o-lOyii' 

Secretary  , 

No 

1S80  . 

1 887-1890 

Dana,  . 

1880-1890 

Seoretarv  . 

No  '. 

Preserved  only 

Temporarily 

Danvers, 

J  ^  1 1)- 1  oun 

Town  Clerk- 

Yes-  . 

Yes  . 

No- 

Dartmouth, . 

1  "loO-l  890 

No 

No  . 

A  part 

Dedham, 

1044-1890" 

Committee 

No 

No     .       .  . 

No 

Doerliold.* 

Denuiri, 

1  OU  1  —  1  Oil'  1 

oCeretary  .  , 

No 

Preservetl  only 

1870-1890 

Dighton, 

1 S 1 6- 1 890 

Secretai'y  . 

No  . 

Cbielly  since-1874 

Douglas, 

18 18'^tO 

I^cci  c  tai  \ 

No 

No  . 

Yes 

Dover,  . 

J  ooo— lo  ju 

oecrtitary  • 

No 

Yes  . 

No 

Draeut, 

^^eci'etar\'  * 

Yes 

Yes  . 

Yes 

Dudley, 

Soci'ct.ary  .  . 

No 

No  . 

Temporarily 

D\in.stable,8  . 

1  Sty)  - 1  soo 

beei etai  y  . 

No 

A  part 

LTsnally 

Duximry,  . 

18')S-1 890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Xo 

A  i)art 

E:irtt  IJridgewater, 

Couimittee 

1  es 

No  . 

1886-1890 

Ea.sihain, 

\      1  .  1  •+  1  —  I    T  J I  /  f 

}  1          1  Q'  in  i 
I  I  r>  i  ^  -  1  o,MJ  \ 

Secretary  . 

No 

No     .       .  . 

1883-1890 

IvLsthampton, 

No 

Yes  . 

Ttmporarily 
Tern  porarilj' 

Kavtuii, 

1S;]S-1890 

r^ecre  .113. 

\o 

A  part 

Edg.ulown.* 

Egr<in(jnt,  . 

18:10-1800'' 

Committee 

No  . 

A  part 

\''es 

Euliekl, 

1887-1890 

Krving, 

1S80,1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

-V  part 

Efjsex,  . 

18'J9-1890 

Secretary  . 

Xo  . 

Yes  . 

1807-1890 

Everett, 

1870-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1889 

Fairhaven,  . 

18:58-1890 

Secretary  . 

Xo  . 

A  inirt 

Not  regularly 

Kali.  Kiveu, 

1880-1 890'" 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

Temporarily 

Faliuoulli,  . 

187-0-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

Fri'CMBURO, 

1873-1800 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1873-1890 

Florida, 

1874-1800 

Secretary  . 
Committee 

No  . 

No     ,       .  . 

1889 

Fo.vbnrough, 

1874-1890 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

A  part 

Frau)ingham, 

1884-1 S90 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1.SS4-1S90 

Franklin,  . 

1880-1890  . 

1880-1890 

]''recii)\vn,  . 

- 

1880  . 

1888-1890 

Gardner,  . 

1S60-1S00 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Temporarily 

1  Except  the  year  1-'.S7.  There  are  some  others  in  the  town  hall,  the  years  of  which  are  not 
reported. 

2  Except  the  volume  in  use. 

3  Most  of  them  for  about  twenty-live  years. 

♦  There  are  condensed  minutes  for  18S(,  188.')  and  part  of  188(5. 
^  E.vcopt  Iho  'e  of  the  biu'h  hi  hool. 

"  The  recorilri  from  liUl  to  1S.")1  are  p;irtial  abbtracts. 

^  Tiiere  are  records  wt  tlie  ijrudenlial  committee  from  18-i7  to  1879  in  posseBsion  of  the 
eeleclir.en 

*  The  town  clerk  has  recovered  four  volumes  of  school  dintrict  records. 
"  The  records  of  a  few  years  are  missing. 

'0  All  records  were  burned  in  1886  in  the  city  hall. 
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Cities  and 
Towns. 


School  Committee  ruocEEUiNGS 


Years 
covered 


,  „  .  ^  U'hettu' 
In  Keeping  of—    j,,  sates 


Papers 
Preserveil  and 
Filed 


School  Kcffisters 
I'rescrveil 


Gay  Hi-ad,  . 

1870-1S90 

Committee 

Xo  . 

Preserved  only 

Probably 

Georgetown, 

1847-1S90  1 

No  . 

No 

The  later  ones 

Gill, 

18S3-1890  j 

Secretary  .       ..  No 

Yes  . 

Yes 

Gloucester, 

1855-1800  1 

Superintendent 

No  . 

Important  ones 

A  summary  since 
18S1 

Gotjlieii, 

Gosnold, 

: 

1875-1890 

Grafton, 

looy-tsyu 

Town  Clerk»  . 

Ye^i  . 

Preserved  only 

1869-1890 

Granby, 

Secretary  . 

Preserved  only 

No 

Granville, 

1875-18'JO 

Committee 

No  . 

les  . 

1875-1890 

Great  Barrington, 

187o-layU 

Committee 

No  . 

1889,  1890  . 

1 880 

GrecMitield,  . 

18oy-18'JO 

Secretary  . 

No  , 

No 

No 

Greenwichf. 

Groton, 

io4o-ioyo 

Secretary  . 

Yea  . 

1  03  . 

l8u(-1899 

Gro\ eland,  . 

1809-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No 

No 

11 ad  ley, 

looi-ioyu 

(Jhairman  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Kor  a  few  years 

Halifax, 

l.^5y,  i8yu 

Secretary  .       .  1 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Impossible  to  tell 

Hamilton,  . 

1858-1890  ] 

Secretary  .       .  |  No 

No 

No 

Hampden,  . 

ICQ   1  oni  I  1 
18  1  8- 1^590  1 

Chai rnian  •  • 

No 

A  part 

1 880-1890 

Hancock, 

lSSO-1890 

Secretary  . 

IN  O 

No 

1885-1890 

Hanover, 

1 872- 1  S'.iO 

Secretary  . 

iN  0  . 

Yes  . 

1 880-1890 

Hanson, 

18157-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No 

No 

Hard  wick,  . 

J  1S73-IS81  1 

1  1  M'^0    1      III  ( 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

Temporarily 

Harvard, 

18G7-1S90 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

A  0 

A  part 

1889 

Harwich, 

1882- 1800 

No 

A  part 

Not  all 

Hatlicld, 

1 882-1 S90 

Secretary  . 

0 

No  . 

A  part 

Havkhuill, 

1870-1890 

Secretary  . 

IN  0 

Preserved  only 

Temporarilj' 

Hawley, 

1852-1 890 

Committee 

No 

No 

Not  systematically 

Heath,  . 

1 8i')0-lS90 

Secrctar}'  , 

No 

No 

18S:3-188G 

Hingham, 

1794-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Ves  . 

1850-1890 

Hinsdale, 

1877-1890 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

1884-1890 

Holhrooli,  . 

1881-1890 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

Temporarily 

lioldeu. 

18  18-1890- 

Secrt'tary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

Not  eystematically 

Holland, 

ISGO-lSlil^ 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No 

A  part 

Holliston, 

185tj-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

No 

HoLYoICE,  . 

1850-1890 

Superintendent 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Temporarily 

i£opedale,  , 

No 

Yes  . 

i3ftD-ioyo 

Hopkiuton,  . 

1854-1890 

Coranutice 

Yes  . 

Since  1881 

1882-1890 

Hubbartlston, 

1S3G-1890 

Committee 

No  . 

No 

Hudson, 

18C6-1S00 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No 

1  es 

Hull,  . 

1861  -18'J0 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Think  not . 

A  part 

Hnnlingt(jn, 

I  1855-18i>9  / 
/  1870-1890  ( 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

1871-1878,  1881-1800 

Hyde  Park,  . 

18ij8-18'.iO 

Secretary  . 

Yed.1  . 

"^■"es  . 

To  some  extent 

IpHWich. 

1870-lS'ji) 

Committee 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1851-1890 

Kingston, 

183S-lsy() 

(Commit  tee 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1858-1800,  1877-1890 

Lakeville,  . 

18S5-!8'j0 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No 

Yes 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes 

1883-1890 

Lanesborougli,  . 

{  1877-1887  ( 
I  1880, ISJO  \ 

No  . 

No  . 

A  part 

LAWitnNcr:, 

1847-1890 

j  Superintendent 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Abstracts  of  attend. 

a nee  are 

Lee.  . 

1854-1890 

Committee 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1875-1890 

Leicester,  . 

1880-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

Of  late  years 

Leixjx, 

187(3-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

A  part 

L-'Orniiifiier.* 

Leverell, 

1814-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

Of  late  years 

Lexington,  . 

1877-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Important  ones 

Yes 

Ley den, 

1880-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

A  part 

Liiicolii, 

18S(j-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

fiuportant  ones 

1880-1890 

Littleton, 

lS77-lsyu 

j  Town  Clerk 

Yes  . 

Important  ones 

A  part 

Loii'-'ineadow.* 

Lowell, 

1 827-1  S',)0''' 

\  Secretary  . 

Yea  . 

Yes  . 

Yes 

Lndiow, 

1  18()8-18yo 

1  Couunittee 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

A  part 

Lunenburg, 

18:58-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

No 

Lynn.  . 

1  1850-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Temporarily 

I 


'  Except  the  volurao  in  use. 

2  There  probably  are  older  records  in  the  town. 

'  Occasional  years  since. 

*  Most  of  them  are  in  possession  of  former  members  of  the  comraitteH. 

^  lletained  by  the  snccesBive  secretaries. 

«  From  1827  to  18:;8  full  records  were  not  kept. 
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SCIIOOI-  CoMMITTEli  PuoCli IC DINGS 

Papers 

Cities  and 

and 

School  Registers 

Preserved 

Towns. 

Years 
Covered 

In  Keeping  of  — 

Whether 
in  Sales 

Filed 

Preserved 



Lj'UDfu'ld,  . 

1S8-2-1S90 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1870-1890 

Maldrn, 

1 863-1 S90 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

No  . 

1884-1890 

j  187r.-lS0O  \ 

Towu  Clerk 

Yes 

Partially  . 

1846-1890 

Mansticlcl,  . 

1S76-1S90 

Town  Clerks  . 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

Yea 

Marblchead, 

18;;:?- 1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

No 

Marion, 

1872-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yea  . 

No 

Marlborough, 

1874-1890 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No 

Preserved  only 

Yes 

Miu-Hhticld,  . 

1846-1890^ 

No  . 

No  . 

Think  they  are 

Ma>hiH'e, 

187-2-1890 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

Yes 

Maltupoisett, 

1S87-1S90 

No 

Yes  . 

1877-1890 

M  lyii'ird 

1885-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important  ones 

1  1874-1876,1873- 
1  1880,  1885-1890 

Medtiehl.* 

Med  ford,  . 

1S38-1S90 

Committee 

No 

YOB  . 

No 

Mclway,  . 

1801-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Yes  , 

No 

Melrose, 

1 850-1 S90 

Committee 

Yes-^  . 

Important 

ones 

A  part 

Meudou, 

IS,')  8-1 890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important  ones 

A  part 

Merrimac,  . 

1886 -1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1881-1890 

Methiien, 

ISSS-^SOO 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1886-1890 

MiddU'l.orough,  . 

1837-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

For  a  few  years 

Yes 

Midilletield, 

1SS2-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

Middletoii,  . 

187G-189U 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes 

^^ilford, 

1854-1H90-* 

Town  Clerk^  . 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1887-1800 

Millbury,  . 

1877-1890 

Committee 

No 

Yes  . 

1883-1890 

Millis,  . 
MilioQ, 

188O-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1S85-1890 

18C9-1890'' 

Towu  Clerk 

Yea  . 

Yes  . 

1880-1890 

}»loiiroe, 

1884-1899 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

1834-1890 

Moiisoi), 

1 88 1-1 890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

No 

Montague,  . 

1847-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

A  part 

1887-1890 

Monterey,  . 

1833-1890'i 

Secretary  . 

N'o  . 

No  . 

No 

MotittroiTiery, 

- 

- 

- 

18S9,  1890 

Wai^hington, 

188t'.-lS90 

Town  (Jlerk 

Yes  . 

Temporarily 

Nahaut, 

18r)3-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important 

ones 

Temporarily 

N"llDtUCk6t    •  • 

)  1 846-1 8.')3"/ 
1  1860-1890  \ 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

Natick, 

1879-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1887-1890 

Need  ham,  . 

1868-1890 

Secretary  . 

N'o 

Preserved 

only 

1380-1890 

Now  Ashford, 

l,S7o-1890 

Chairman  . 

Yes  . 

A  part 

A  part 

New  Bkdfoud,  . 

1834-1890 

Committee 

Yes  . 

Important  ones, 
temporarily  . 

No 

N(iW  Biainlree,  . 

1826-1875 

Town  Clerk 

No  . 

Yes'  . 

No 

Newbury,  . 

Newburypoiit,  . 

V  1812-1843  ( 
)  1874-1890  i 

Committee 

No  . 

A  part 

o_  _ 

New  Marlboro', 

1381-1890 

New  Salem,'" 

Yea 

Newton,  . 

1857-1890" 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

Tm  portant 

ones 

No 

Norfolk, 

1870-1890 

No  . 

No  . 

Generally 

North  Adams,  . 

No  .  . 

1878-1890 

NOUTIIAMPTON,  . 

1838-1890 

Secretary  . 
Secretary  . 

No  . 

Since  188812 

1884-189013 

North  Aiidovcr,  . 

1S56  181,10 

No  . 

Important  ones 

1883-1890 

No.  Attleboroufh, 

1>S88-1890 

Superintendent 

No  . 

No  . 

1888-1890 

1  There  were  records  for  the  eiglueen  missing  years  which  cannot  be  found. 

2  Except  the  volume  in  use. 

3  Except  the  years  1869  and  1870. 

*  Except  1857. 

"  There-is  a  record  also  of  the  cist  school  district  from  1793  to  1847. 
»  Except  1862,  1873,  1875-1878,  1887  and  1383. 

•  The  records  prioi'  to  1846  were  burned. 

8  Tlie  record  book  was  lost  about  18R5;  no  record  lias  since  been  kept. 

"  They  have  been  left  at  the  school-houses,  but  teachers  were  recently  instructed  to  return 
them  U)  the  .secretary. 

1''  All  records  were  burneil  in  1355.  A  record  kept  until  about  1870  waa  lost,  and  none  baa 
Bince  been  kept. 

"  Since  August,  1832,  the  records  of  the  proceedings  have  also  been  printed. 
12  Some  earlier  ones  have  been  collected  and  filed. 

1'  A  large  number  of  these,  with  other  papers  and  docuinents,  were  destroyed  by  fire  and 
wAlrr  in  May,  18S3. 
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School  Committek  rROCKKDiNGS 

I'apers 

School  Ui  gisters 

Towns. 

Years 
cove  red 

in  Keeping  of-  l^hother 

Filed 

I'rcberved 

Nortliborough,  . 

ov'crctary  .  . 

No 

IN  0 

1880-1890 

Nortlibridf^e, 

loot)- 1  oyu- 

(yOinmittec 

A  part 

No 

1874-1890 

rsorth  lirookneld, 

lS(7-i!39() 

ConimLttce 

No 

1874-1890 

Northfield,  . 

1   1  G  *       1  C  tV>  1 

\  lHAo-lbbo  1 

i  1  Q7Q    1  ftQ*>  I 

Town  Clerk 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1881-1890 

xsortli  Kcadiug,  . 

7 

Norton, 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  . 

1888-1890 

Norwell, 

1  Ooo—  1  oiiU*^ 

Bccretdvy  . 

No 

['reserved 

only 

1888-1890 

Xorwood,  . 

1 07*^    1  Ql\(\ 
Ibl  Z-loW 

Secretary  ,  . 

I\  0 

No  . 

Important  ones 

(Jakiiain, 

1  Q  A'>    1  QOA 

Hocr(;tciry  • 

No 

No  . 

Yes 

Oraiitje, 

i  OO I - 1 oyU 

Socrctiiry  .  • 

IN  O 

Yes  . 

1881-1890 

OiloaiiB, 

ioUO- loJU 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Otis, 

J  0  34-  1  MHI 

Secretury  , 

No 

No  . 

A  part 

Oxford, 

1 Q  *  T    I  cn/^ 
JS4  1- loyu 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important 

ones 

Many 

Palmer.* 

I'axlou, 

jooy-io ju 

(^omniittec 

No 

One  year  . 

1877-1890 

Peabody, 

tt5.)o-  loyij 

'^rown  Clerk 

1  e « 

Yes  . 

188r)-1890 

I'elharn. 

i  o 1 u- 1 ^yu 

^nocretui  y  . 

No 

No  . 

1 88 1-1890 

I'embrolce,  . 

1  ooS- 1  ojlt 

'^1*0 wri  Clerk^ 

Ycb' 

No 

'i'emporarily 

I'eppeifll,  . 

1 8.J-  -1S90 

Seei  ^*^:u  >  . 

No 

A  part 

1888-18(1(1 

Peru,  , 

lo4U-  lr>yU 

hecrelai>  , 

No 

No  . 

No 

I'etLMahara,  . 

1  u  1  7   1  i.(\r\ 

J  04 /- l^yo 

oecretury  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Temporarily 

IMiillipstou,  . 

1 873-1 8'J  ' 

teecrotiiry  . 

No 

I'reserved 

only 

1S80-189U 

Pittr^field, 

1 005-  1  o:)U 

S  u  pe  I'i  III  ell  dent 

Ye.s 

Yes  . 

Tem))orarily 

I'lainlield,  . 

1 V  >;'7  1 

Jo^o-  loyv) 

^^ccretiiry  ■  • 

No 

No  . 

A  part 

rij'inoiith,  . 

1  WC7    1  QC\i\ 

r?)ecret<iry  . 

No 

Temporarily 

No 

Plj  mpton.* 
Prc-scotl, 

•j§;j2-1890 

oecrettiry  .  . 

No 

.NTo  . 

'V  ee 

Princetoii,  . 

1871-1890 

Seeretiiry  ,  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Tempoi-arily 

I'roviiicctowii,  . 

1S77-1SOO 

Secretary  . 

Yes  '. 

Preserved 

only 

1S8i)-1SJiJ 

1  SJ  I        1  QdA 

io4y- 1  o'ju 

City  Clerk* 

Yes*  . 

Important 

ones 

bor  a  lew   or  the 

latest  years 

Iiaiid()l{)h,  . 

i  o  ^  0-  loV'U 

becKHary  . 

No 

Important 

ones 

Yes 

li  iynh  iin,  . 

1S39-1S<)0 

Secretary  . 

No 

1  ^^88-1890 

Ueadiiig, 

1S3S-1S9G"' 

^Fown  C>ici'k"* 

Yets* 

Yes  . 

Tern  porarily 

Uelioboth,  . 

1 817-1 S90 

Secretar}^  , 

Yea 

No  . 

Piuverc, 

1  oj4- J  syu 

Cf)mmittee 

No 

Yes  . 

1887-1890 

Richmond,  . 

i«Q'?  icon 

Secretary  . 

No  ! 

Important 

ones 

18G'),  187  1, 1880-1S9C 

HoclK'bter,  . 

J  oMj-  isyu 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes  . 

Yi'S 

Ivoclilaud,  . 

Secretary  •  • 

No 

Yes  . 

1874-I89it 

Rockport,  . 
Rowe,  . 

10  /  .5-I  oyo 

S(.*cretai'y  . 

No 

No  . 

18S()-1890 

1888-1890 

"^Fowu  Cierk 

No 

No  . 

Think  so 

Rowley, 

'lY'mporarily 

Royalritoii,  . 

1 8 ( 7-1 8 JO 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Important 

ones 

No 

Kusflcll, 

10(0-1 oyu 

'i'own  Clerk*  . 

Yes*  . 

Im])ortant 
l*reservetl 

ones 

1880-1890 

Riitlan.d, 

1  U  '.s^    1  C(\A 

1  o.)3- 1  oyu 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

only 

18S5-!890 

Salem, 

1 7  1 --1 800 

Secretary  . 

Yew  . 

Yes  . 

1870-1890 

rialislniry,  . 

1878-1890 

Secn;Uiry  . 

YCB  . 

I'^or  many  years 

Sandirificld,  . 

I  1850-1870  / 
1  1873-1890  1 

Town  Clerk*  . 

No  . 

Preserved 

only 

No 

Sandwich    .  . 

lS;V2-lSfl() 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

Saugiis, 

1802-1890 

Committee 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1S71-1809 

Savoy, . 

1878-1890 

Town  Clerk 

Yes  . 

Preserved 

only 

No 

Scituate, 

18.'.4-1S90 

Committee 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1886-1890 

Seelioiik, 

1S77-1S90 

Secretary  . 

Sharon, 

lSSl-1890'; 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

Shollield,  . 

( i8:,(5-i8t;2  j 

/  1809-1890  ( 

Committee 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1885-1 890' 

Sheiburne,  . 

1871-1890 

Chairman  . 

No 

.V  part 

Yes 

Shcriiorn,  . 

18.',l-lS9i) 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1887 

Shirley. 

1 838-1 S90 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

Slirew.sbury , 

1S70-1890 

Secre  tary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

Shule-<biny, 

1SS4-1890 

Secretar}'  . 

No  . 

No  . 

No 

1  Earlier  records  undoubtedly  are  in  existence. 

-  There  are  some  scliool  district  records  from  1819  t')  1828. 

•*  The  records  of  South  Scituate  are  not  accounted  fur. 

*  PJxcept  the  volume  in  use;. 

5  There  are  also  records  of  the  district  committee,  more  or  less  complete,  from  1818  lo  1837. 
"  C)ne  volume  of  records  is  missing. 
^  For  occasional  years  before. 

*  Probably  in  the  possession  of  former  members  of  the  committee. 
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School  Committke  ruocEEDiNGs 

Papers 
Preserved  and 
Filed 

ClTlKS  AND 

School  Registers 
Preserved 

Towns. 

Years 
covered 

In  Keeping  of — 

Whether 
in  Safes 

S  0  ni  c  r  H  6 1     ■  • 

1838-18901 

Secretary  . 

No 

No 

No 

SoMERVILLE 

1842-1890 

Superintendent 

Yea  . 

Yes   '.  '. 

Yes 

tS  0  u  t  h  u  ID  p  1 0  n  J 

1859-18902 

Coaiinittee 

No 

Yes 

No 

Sou  t  li  1)0  ro  u  L^li  ■ 

1870-1890 

Secretary  . 
Couirailteo 

No 

In^portant  ones 

ijaiieriy 

10  J  —  —  LOJ^r' 

ISo  U 1 1)  1)  !'i  (.1  £^0  • 

183S-1S90 

No 

Soutli  Iludlcyj 

1879-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

1 QS7_1 sort 

loo  i  —  lOi/VJ 

South  w  i  1\  . 

S  j^ciiccr,'^ 

SinnxGFiELi),  . 

184-2-1890 

Superintendent 

No 

Yes  . 

1872-1890 

187(3-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No 

1  OOcI— lOl/V/ 

S  tocli  b  rid  ^'c  • 

1840-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes    '.       !  ! 

No 

Stoiicliuiii  • 

18G:!-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important  0D6S 

1 O t 1  lO 

Stouiilitou 

1833-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

^l^emporarily 

18G9-1S90 

Secretary  . 

No 

No^'^'!'      '.  '. 

Stu  rlj rid  "^c  .  • 

1858-1890'- 

Secretary  . 

No 

es  . 

Yes 

Sudbury, 

S  u  u  d  c  r  1 1.1 11  d 

1864-1 890^ 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Sutton, 

1870-1890 

Town  Clerk 

No 

Latterly 

S\vauij)scott, 

1852-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No  !    !  ! 

No 

Swiiuscu  • 

18S0-18903 

Secretary  . 

No 

L^reserved  to  tX 
limited  extent 

Temporarily 

1829-1S90 

Coinmiitee 

No 

Yes 

TPcni  pic  to n ,  *  • 

1820- 189 J 

(Joinmittee 

No 

No 

No 

'^1^0  \\"  k  l>u  ry  J 

1852-1890 

Committee 

No 

No    '.      '.  '. 

N  ot  regularly 

- 

- 

- 

ToUaiui,' 

- 

- 

- 

1838-1S91P 

Town  Clerk 

Yes 

No 

ivi  oat  or  tnem 

1878-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Important  ones 

Yes 

1850-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

Yea 

^1 V' m  Tin  vi  ri  1  v 
X  i^iLi  yj\Ji  til  11 J 

n^j'iiixsborouij'li,  . 

1880-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No     '.       ',  '. 

'^J'  y  rini^tiriixi  y  • 

1857-1379 

("ommitiee 

~ 

No 

Yes 

Upton, 

1835-1 890 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

No     '.  '. 

i  emporai'ily 

XJx  bridge, 

1860-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No     .  . 

18S4 

Waketield, 

1835-1890 

Committee 

No 

No 

187G-1890 

1880-1890 

Commi  tee 

No 

A  part 

1870-1890 

\\'al[>ole, 

1870-1890 

Secretary  . 

No 

No 

No 

Walt  11  AM 

1835-1890 

City  Clerk 

Yea  . 

Yes   '.      '.  '. 

AVarc,  .     *  .  ! 

1879-1890 

Committee 

No 

No    '.      '.  '. 

No 

"\\'a  re  lia  in  • 

10-  1890 

Committee 

- 

AV'arrt'U, 

18<)4-1890ii 

Town  Clerk 

Yea  . 

No     .      .  . 

1886-1890 

1873-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Yea 

Yes 

>v  as  111  ii  moil ,  • 

18SG  only 

Chairman  . 

No  . 

No 

.  ., 

A\'ti.t  0  rt  0  • 

1 1)  ;4-1890'2 

Town  Cierli'3  . 

Yesi3  . 

Important  ones 

J  jaLic  1  ly 

Waylaiul,  . 

1883-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1883-1890 

Webrtler, 

18815-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No 

1883-1890 

WelleHlcy,  . 

1881-1890 

Town  Clerk 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1881-1890 

Wcimeot.* 

WouJell,  . 

1809-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Preserved  only 

1884-1890 

Wenham,  . 

Wcstborough."* 

AVc'St  I3oylslon.* 
West  Uridgew't'r, 

184G-1890 

Secretary  , 
Town  Clerk 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

1878-1890 

West  Bnjokfield, 

1879-1890 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

Yes 

\Vo8tlkdd,  . 

1882-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yes  . 

Important  ones 

Temporarily 

W'^ctitfoid,  . 

18GG-189015 

Town  Clerk 

Yea  . 

Yea  . 

1871-1890 

1  Occasional  years  are  missing. 

2  An  earlier  record  was  kept,  hut  is  missing. 

3  Two  registers  for  1881  and  1882;  full  aet  for  1871  and  1872. 

*  Also  a  lew  for  several  previous  years. 

5  Those  prior  to  1858  are  in  iioaseswioii  of  the  eelectmeu;  the  yeara  are  not  given. 
^  A  record  has  been  commeueed. 

^  AH  recorda  hut  the  present  vohuno  are  in  possession  of  former  members  of  the  committee. 

*  The  earlier  records  are  lost. 

'•>  Nothing  was  recorded  in  1839,  1840,  1841,  186G,  1873  and  187G. 

All  school  records  were  destroyed  by  lire  Oct.  4,  1839. 
1'  There  are  also  records  of  the  prudential  committee  prior  to  18G4. 

This  includes  records  relating  lo  sclioola  which  are  in  the  general  records. 
12  E.\cept  the  volume  in  uae. 

1*  There  are  a  few  school  district  record-t  and  accounts. 

15  There  are  also  four  volumes  of  recorda  of  the  prudential  committee  iu  the  town  vault. 
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School  Kecords  —  Concluded. 


School  Committee  ruocEEDiNcs 

X  apei  H 
I  reser\  et!  uiiti 
I'iled 

CIT1E3  AND 

School  Itepisters 

Towns. 

Years 
covered 

In  Keeping  of  — 

Wliitlier 
ill  Sales 

I're-servfil 

"Westharaptoa,  . 

188C-1S90 

Chairman  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

188G-1S90 

WeHtmiiiHUT, 

18(38-1890 

iSecretary  . 

Yes  . 

Important  ones 

No 

West  Newbury,  . 

1839-1 890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes 

1851-1890 

(  184')-185S  I 

WestOD, 

I  1867-1874  [' 

Secretary  . 

• 

No  . 

- 

1882-1890 

(  1879-1890) 

Weetport,  . 

1S80-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1887-1890 

West  Springfield, 
West  Stockb'dge,- 

1859-1890 

Coinaiittee 

No  . 

No  . 

Temporarily 
1870-1890 

- 

- 

- 

Woymoiith, 

1882-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

1888-1890 

Whutely,  . 

1874-18903 

Committee 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1885-1890 

AVliitman,  . 

1S75-1890 

Conjmitiee 

Yes  . 

Yes  . 

1837-1890 

Wilbraham, 

1847-1S90 

Secretary  . 

No  •. 

A  part 

No 

U'illiarasburg, 

{  186_M8C6, ) 

William  8  to  WD, 

1  181)9.1870,  \ 
(  1873-1890  ) 

Town  Clerk 

No  . 

Y'"es  . 

No 

Wilmington, 

1884-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No  . 

1880,  1890 

Wincbention, 

1884-1890 

Secretary  , 

No  . 

A  part 

r8G8-lK90 

Wincbester, 

1850-1890 

Secretary  . 

Y^es  . 

Yes  . 

Latteily 

WindKor, 

No     .  . 

4_ 

Wiuthrop,  . 

1876-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes  . 

1885-1890 

WOliUKN,  . 

1847-1890 

Secretary  . 

Yes^  . 

Since  1885 

18SG-18\)0 

WORCKSTER, 

1 823-1 890 

Superintendent 

No  . 

Yea  . 

Temporarily 

Worihirigion.* 

Wrenthara,  . 

1801-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

Yes 

Yarmouth,  . 

1859-1890 

Secretary  . 

No  . 

No     .       .  . 

No 

1  Records  are  being  copied  and  tabulated. 

2  All  the  school  district  records  are  in  the  town  vault. 
'  The  old  records  have  been  stolen  from  the  safe. 

*  Registers  have  been  kept  by  the  chairmen  of  the  several  boards. 
Except  the  volume  in  use. 


As  shown  l)y  the  talkie,  twenty-six  towns  have  no  records, 
and  but  thirty-nine  have  them  from  1838.  That  many  more 
records  tlian  are  reported  are  in  existence  is  iindou])tedly  the 
fact,  but,  as  they  are  not  in  legal  custody,  and  their  custody 
is  unknown,  they  are  practically  lost,  and  arc  likely  to  be  in 
reality,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of  some  one  to  search  for 
them.  Under  the  present  indefinite  condition  of  afiairs  in 
regard  to  all  town  records,  nol)ody  has  heretofore  cared  to 
take  tlie  ti'ouble  or  responsibility  of  procuring  them.  It  will 
be  seen  that  as  a  rule  the  records  are  not  in  safes. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  school 
district  records  in  a  few  of  the  towns  are  known  l)y  the 
school  committee  to  be  preserved;  and,  in  my  inspection  of 
the  records  of  several  of  the  towns  in  which  no  mention  is 
here  made  of  the  di.strict  records,  I  have  found  such,  their 
existence  being  apparently  unknown  to  anyone  in  authority. 

This  inquiry  has  been  of  service  aside  from  the  gathering 
of  the  information  ])rcsented  :  the  law  has  been  brou^dit  to 
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the  attention  of  some  boards  of  school  committee  who  were 
ignorant  of  it,  and  I'ecords  will  be  commenced  ;  new  members 
have  been  led  to  search  for  old  records  of  which  their  prede- 
cessors have  no  knowledge,  and  have  found  them  in  the 
families  of  former  members  of  the  board,  or  have  been  sur- 
prised to  find  that  none  have  been  ke})t.  In  a  few  instances 
the  present  board  have  reported  that  their  predecessors  have 
transmitted  nothing,  and  are  not  disposed  to  help  them  to 
information  in  regard  to  records. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  these  records  need  not  be  dis- 
cussed, as  the  statute  requires  that  they  be  kept;  but,  as  a 
member  of  one  committee  wrote  me  that  he  considered  it 
absurd  for  three  men  to  keep  a  record  of  their  doings,  it  may 
be  well  to  state  that  the  record  of  a  vote  passed  by  three 
committee  men  in  one  town  saved  the  town  directly  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  indirectly  much  more. 

Files  of  Papers. 

The  files  of  papers  in  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  have 
been  sadly  neglected  in  the  past.  The  two  hundred  or  more 
volumes  of  papers  in  all  stages  of  decay  which  have  been 
rescued  and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court  in  Boston,  and  the  absence  of  the  files  of  papers  of 
many  early  years  from  other  places  where  they  should  be, 
attest  this.  In  the  county  offices  they  have  been  preserved 
for  many  later  years,  but  in  the  cities  and  towns  generally, 
especially  in  the  latter,  they  have  not  been  preserved. 
Owing  to  the  high  price  of  paper  during  the  Rebellion, 
thousands  of  j)apers  were  sold  to  l)e  destroyed. 

In  saying  that  files  have  not  been  preserved,  I  do  not  meaji 
that  in  all  cases  they  have  been  destroyed,  for  under  the  spur 
of  this  olfice  they  are  being  ])roduced  from  attics  and  cellars 
where  they  were  placed  by  their  former  custodians  for  want 
of  better  places,  and  where  they  have  been  forgotten,  and 
have  ceased  to  be  considered  part  of  the  town  records. 

The  im})ortant  papers  deposited  with  the  clerks  in  many 
of  the  towns  to-day  are  not  "  filed  and  arranged  conveniently 
for  examinjition  and  reference,"  sim[)ly  because  the  town  lias 
made  no  provision  for  them,  and  the  clerk  is  obliged  to  make 
the  best  arrangement  he  c;in  for  kec})ing  them  in  his  house 
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or  private  office.  In  providing  for  the  records  the  selectmen 
have  not  taken  into  account  the  important  documents  or 
papers "  for  which  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  provide 
safes.  Sufficient  importance  is  not  attached  to  the  |)apers 
tiled,  especially  if  they  have  been  recorded,  and  their  preser- 
vation is  looked  upon  as  al)surd.  It  is  an  exception  where 
maps  and  })lans,  often  made  at  much  cost,  are  ke[)t  in  «afes. 

By  chapter  202  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  it  was  provided  that 
all  marriaire  certiticates,  and  burial  and  birth  returns,  should 
be  preserved,  lihjd,  and  indexed.  To  the  credit  of  many  of 
the  clerks  ])c  it  said  that  they  have  preserved  them  for  the 
whole  of  their  terms  of  office,  beginning  before  this  re(juire- 
ment ;  but  to  my  question,  ''Have  these  been  preserved?" 
the  answer  almost  invarial)ly  is,  "  Since  I  have  been  clerk  ; 
I  do  not  know  about  others."  Upon  search  being  made, 
bundles  of  them  containing  all  which  one  or  more  of  the 
former  clerks  have  ])reserved  have  often  been  found.  This 
act  has  been  considered  particularly  useless,  and  I  think  it 
best,  therefore,  to  state  a  few  cases  in  illustration  of  its  value. 

Danvers  is  fortunate  in  having  these  returns  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  the  work  of  indexing  them  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  citizens  interested  in  the  matter.  I  am 
informed  by  him  that  nearly  one  thousand  errors  or  omissions 
were  found  in  the  records  which  were  su[)p()sed  to  contain 
the  record  of  all  these  returns,  the  errors  being  [)rincipally 
in  proper  names,  which  the  recording  officer  had  misread, 
and  which  the  arranging  and  indexing  brought  to  light.  The 
name  deciphered  as  Ogden,  and  so  recorded,  was  found  by 
correlative  evidence  in  the  indexing  to  be  Tylei',  and  many 
similar  errors  were  thus  discovered.  In  Milford  a  widow 
entitled  to  a  United  States  pension  would  have  been  deprived 
of  it  because  consumption  was  the  recorded  cause  of  the 
death  of  her  husband.  The  original  certificate,  which  fortu- 
nately had  been  preserved  by  the  former  clerk,  and  pr()i)erly 
filed  by  the  present,  showed  an  error  in  the  record,  and  the 
pension  was  justly  obtained.  In  Iioston  a  claimant  for  a 
pension  was  indignant  to  find  that  the  cause  of  her  husband's 
death  was  recorded  as  intemperance,  and  she  called  the 
attending  physician  to  dispute  it,  which  he  did.  lie  was 
confronted  with  his  original  return  correctly  recorded,  and 
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the  city  registrar  was  relieved  from  responsibility  in  the  case. 
In  one  town  a  clerk  was  threatened  with  prosecution  for 
defamation  in  printin<)^  what  was  chiimed  to  be  a  wrong  cause 
of  death,  but  the  return  was  found  to  be  properly  recorded, 
and  the  quarrel  \^'is  transferred  to  the  physician.  Numerous 
cases  might  be  cited  where  both  justice  to  the  citizen  and 
the  State,  and  protection  to  the  recording  officer,  both  from 
the  charge  of  errors  committed,  and  personal  responsibility 
for  them,  has  depended  upon  the  production  of  the  original 
papers.  Keference  to  the  duties  of  clerks  in  regard  to  filing 
of  papers  will  show  many  instances  where  the  neglect  to  place 
certain  papers  on  file  might  invalidate  the  rights  of  the  town 
or  of  individuals. 

Church  Records. 

In  entering  upon  the  subject  of  church  records,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  repeat  the  statement  made  in  the  second  report  of 
this  commission,  that,  wherever  church  records  are  referred 
to  in  this  re[>ort,  the  records  of  church,  parish,  and  society 
are  included,  unless  the  context  shows  that  they  relate  to 
the  ptirticular  records  known  as  church  records. 

In  the  second  report  I  said  I  did  not  find  it  distinctly  set 
forth  that  every  parish  and  incorporated  religious  society 
should  keep  records,  but  under  section  3  of  chapter  106  of 
the  Public  Statutes  it  would  seem  that  every  incorporated 
religious  society  should  do  so.  That  some  do  not,  is,  I 
think,  a  fact ;  but  an  investigation  among  upward  of  two 
thousand  churches  as  to  which  arc  incorporated  and  keep 
records  is  l)eyond  my  power  under  the  resolve  continuing 
this  commission.  Among  those  that  do,  little  attention  is 
given  to  the  safety  of  the  records,  which,  as  a  rule,  are  in 
dwelling-houses  unprotected  from  fire,  although  in  a  few 
towns  the  older  volumes  not  in  use  have  been  })laced  in  the 
custody  of  the  town  clerk  to  be  kept  in  the  vault,  a  pre- 
caution which  is  to  be  commended. 

The  loss  of  these  records  is  often  a  great  loss  to  the  his- 
torian and  genealogist ;  and,  as  the  parish  records  in  very 
early  days  were  the  town  records,  the  loss  of  those  is  the 
town  loss.  The  town  of  Dunstable  finds  itself  embarrassed 
in  a  suit  in  regard  to  disputed  land,  owing  to  the  loss  of  par- 
ish recoi-ds  of  recent  date. 
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in  the  absence  of  town  records  of  births,  marriages,  or 
deaths,  the  church  records  of  ])aptisins,  marriages,  and 
burials  become  especially  useful,  and  their  legal  value 
would  seem  to  be  fully  established  by  the  case  of  Kennedy 
V.  Doyle,  10  Allen,  161.  In  that  case  the  court  held  that 
"  tlie  entry  of  a  baptism,  contemporaneously  made  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  in  the  discharge  of  his  .ecclesi:istical 
duty,  in  his  church  record  of  baptisms,  is  competent  evi- 
dence after  his  death  of  the  date  of  the  baptism,  if  the  book 
is  produced  from  the  proper  custody  ;  although  he  was  not 
a  sworn  officer,  and  the  record  was  not  required  by  law  to 
be  kept.''  Gray,  J.,  said,  in  liis  opinion:  "In  the  case 
before  us,  a  book  was  ke[)t  by  the  deceased  priest  in  the 
usual  course  of  his  office,  and  was  produced  from  the  cus- 
tody of  his  successor  ;  the  entry  is  in  his  own  handwriting, 
and  appears  to  have  been  made  contemporaneously  with  the 
performance  of  the  rite,  long  before  any  controversy  had 
arisen,  with  no  inducement  to  mistake,  and  no  interest 

except  to  perform  his  official  duty  An  entry  made 

in  the  i)erformance  of  a  religious  duty  is  certainly  of  no 
less  value  than  one  made  by  a  clerk,  messenger  or  notary, 
an  attorney  or  solicitor,  or  a  physician,  in  tiie  course  of  his 
secular  occujjation." 

A  case  brought  before  the  Legislature  in  1890  illustrates 
the  value  of  the  records  to  a  society  itself.  The  First  Par- 
ish, West  Roxbury,  was  incorporated  in  1712;  the  church 
editice  was  burned  in  January,  1890  ;  the  records  from 
179()  to  1883  were  burned  in  1883  ;  and,  when  the  question 
of  rebuilding  arose,  no  records  were  at  hand  to  prove  who 
constituted  the  parish,  and  coniirmation  of  the  present 
organization  had  to  be  asked  of  the  Legishiture. 

Some  missing  records  Ibr  which  1  advertised  in  the 
denominational  papers  in  1889  have  been  reported  as  not 
missing,  and  one  church  officer  complains  that  "the  stigma 
of  carelessness  should  attach  to  his  church."  As  the  infor- 
mation tliat  they  were  missing  was  furnished  by  the  clerk, 
who  is  expected  to  be  the  custodian,  the  records  were  in  the 
exact  course  which  has  led  to  the  loss  of  so  many  ;  viz.,  an 
absence  from  their  proper  custody,  which,  while  intended 
to  be  only  temporary,  results  in  their  never  being  returned. 


ti: 


1891.] 


SENATE  — No.  2. 


The  carelessness  "  was  evidently  called  attention  to  in  time 
in  this  case. 

Search  is  in  progress  for  other  records,  the  loss  of  which 
has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  interested  Y)ersons  by 
the  advertisements  referred  to.  Some  difliculty  is  met  with  in 
tixing  the  identity  of  records,  from  the  fact  that  the  local 
name  of  the  church  differs  from  the  corporate  name  borne 
upon  the  records  ;  and  the  changing  of  town  l)oundaries  and 
estal)lishment  of  new  towns,  wdiich  has  transferred  churches 
from  one  town  to  another,  has  resulted  in  a  conse(]uent  change 
of  the  local  name.  The  information  given  in  the  following 
tables  has  been  either  verified,  or  received  from  sources 
which  should  be  relial)le.  Information  received  concerning 
which  doubt  exists  has  not  been  prescMited. 

The  following  table  gives  the  church  records  reported  as 
lost  or  unaccounted  for  in  1885,  which  are  now  in  proper 
custody  :  — 


]{EC01!DS 

Cities  and  Towns. 

Deiiomiuaticiii 

Distinguishing  Name 

Kirul 

Years 
covered 

Boston,  . 
Cambridge,  . 
Grceutteld, 
Lincohi,  . 
NtiiHlliam, 
Noithborough, 

Pepperell, 
Rochobler, 

StocUbridge,  . 
Weymouth,  . 

Congregationai, 

Unitarian, 

(Jongregational, 

(^'ongregational, 

Unilurian, 

Uuitavian, 

Congregational, 
Congregational, 

Congregational, 
Congregational, 

Franklin  Street,  now  Central, 
First  Parish,  .... 

Second  

V\v^X,  

KirBt  Congregational  Society, 
Fiitit  Congregational  Church 
and  Society,  .... 
(congregational, 

North  llochebtcr,     ,       .  | 

Firnt,  .  .  .  .  | 
Weymouth  and  Braiutree, 

Church, 

Parish, 
Chu  rch. 
Church, 

Chu  rch, 2 

Church, 

Chu  rch, ^ 

I'ari.sh, 

Church, 

Paribh,'' 

Pariwh," 

1835-1840. 

1817-1861. 
17-17-1827. 
172'J-1S8;). 

1780-1839.3 

1747-1885. 

17SVt-1885, 

17i':;-lsS.j. 

.Tfi0-18-19 

1739-lS:i7.B 

1H1U-Ibti7. 

Information  in  addition  to,  or  in  correction  of,  that 
reported  in  1885  in  regard  to  records  of  existing  churches, 
has  been  obtained  as  follows  :  — 

Agawam.  The  rccortls  of  the  Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Church 
from  1758  to  1S3G,  reported  as  in  possession  of  the  town 
clerk,  arc  tlie  records  of  the  original  parish  of  Agawam. 

1  Thifl  1h  a  book  called  the  "Church  Book,"  beginning  in  1637  or  1638,  and  containing 
niiBcellaneoua  records. 
'  A  copy  is  being  made  by  the  tov/n  clerk 

8  The  records  from  17  4<;  to  1779  were  burned  in  ihe  houae  of  the  paHtor. 

^  These  records  j)rior  lo  1841  were  reported  as  burned. 

"  In  the  town  records 

*  Thi-*  volume  wah  reported  aH  lont. 
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Beverly.  A  cop3^of  the  first  volume  of  church  records  of  the  First 
Parish,  Unitarian,  from  1668  to  1772,  and  the  original 
second  and  third  volumes  from  1772  to  1818,  are  in  the  town 
vault  for  safe  keeping. 

Boston.  The  parish  records  of  the  First  Parish,  West  Roxbury, 
from  1790  to  188-3,  were  burned. 

liiiocKTON.  The  records  of  the  First  Congregational  Parish,  called 
the  records  of  the  North  Precinct  (or  parish)  of  Bridge- 
water,  from  17u'J  to  1852,  are  in  the  city  vault  for  safe 
keeping. 

Chelmsford.  A  copy  of  the  facts  relating  to  Chelmsford,  con- 
tained in  the  private  records  of  Rev.  John  Fiske,  is  in 
possession  of  Mr.  David  Pulsifer  of  Boston. 

Dedham.  "The  records  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  deaths  and 
admissions  to  the  church  and  dismissals  therefrom,  tran- 
scribed from  the  church  records  in  the  town  of  Dedham, 
from  1G.'38  to  1845,"  except  for  the  years  from  lG70to  1724, 
for  which  time  the  records  are  lost,  have  been  printed.  The 
church  records  of  the  Third  Parish,  Unitarian,  prior  to  1879, 
were  burned. 

Duxbury.  The  first  volume  of  church  records  of  the  First 
Church,  Unitarian,  is  in  the  safe  of  the  town  clerk  for  safe 
keeping. 

Freetown.  Assonet  Congregational :  The  earliest  records  are  in 
possession  of  ]Mrs.  Amy  W.  Brayton,  Fall  River. 

Groveland.  One  volume  of  the  records  of  the  Orthodox  Con- 
grogiitioaal  Church  in  Groveland,  frou).  1727  to  1794,  and 
one  from  1814  to  1848  while  it  was  the  Second  Church  of 
Christ  in  liradford,  and  those  of  the  clmreh  under  its  present 
name,  from  1851  to  1880,  are  in  the  Congregational  Library, 
Ijoston. 

Needham.  The  church  records  of  the  First  Congregational  Society, 
Unitarian,  cover  the  years  fi'om  1720  to  1890. 

Plymouth.  The  church  record  of  the  Pilgrimnge  Congregtitional 
Church  docs  not  begin  until  Octo])er  18,  1()'J8,  nlthough  a 
summary  of  the  church  history  from  IGOG  is  included  in  the 
volume. 

Stoughtou.  Some  of  the  parish  records  of  the  Universalist  Church, 
i-e[)orted  as  inttu't  from  1743,  are  said  to  be  lost. 

Topsfield.  The  records  of  the  Congregational  Ciiurch,  from  1G84 
to  1725,  copied  from  the  records  of  lie  v.  Joseph  Capen, 
have  been  printed. 

Wenham.  There  is  a  copy  of  the  church  records  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  from  1G43  to  1805. 
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The  records  of  extinct  churches  are  the  pi-operty  of  the 
town  in  which  they  were  situated,  and  to  the  recovery  of 
such  of  those  as  were  not  in  town  custody  I  have  given 
attention.  By  chapter  227  of  the  Acts  of  lMi>0,  the  clerks 
of  the  cities  and  towns  are  required  to  demand  tliese  rec- 
ords, nnd  it  is  thought  that  more  will  ))e  obtained,  owing  to 
this  requirement. 

The  question  of  when  a  church  legally  becomes  extinct 
should  be  settled,  otherwise  the  records  are  likely  to  be 
retained  by  the  persons  who  have  them  at  the  time  the 
church  discontinues  services,  and  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses is  extinct.  The  loss  of  the  records  of  many  of  the 
extinct  churclu\s  has  come  about  in  this  way.  An  illustra- 
tion of  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  this  matter  is  furnished  by 
the  records  of  the  extinct  Baptist  Church  in  Tyngsborough. 
Complaint  ^vas  made  to  me  ihixt  the  records  of  this  church 
were  inaccessible,  being  in  possession  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Davis, 
at  East  Enosburg,  Vt.  He  was  the  last  clerk,  and  retains 
them  by  vote  of  the  church,  and  gives  letters  of  dismissal 
when  requested.  Upon  my  request  that  they  l)e  returned 
to  the  town  clerk  of  Tyngsborough,  he  asked,  in  good  faith, 
if  his  office  iis  clerk  had  l)ecome  void  ;  if  not,  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  hold  them.  I  could  not  answer,  as  there  is 
no  record  of  the  dissolution  of  the  church  except  such  as 
maybe  in  his  own  possession,  altliougli  it  would,  seem  that  his 
removal  from  the  State  should  terminate  his  office,  and  that  tlu; 
records  should  be  i)laced  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerk, 
he  having  no  successor.  The  statute  provides  tint,  when  a 
recording  offi(;er  of  a  business  corporation  ceases  to  become 
a  resident  of  this  State,  his  office  shall  become  vacant. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  the  legal  dissolution  of 
every  incorpor;ited  religious  society  after  it  has  ceased  to 
hold  regular  meetings  for  ])ublic  worship  for  a  term  of  years 
to  be  tixed  by  statute,  with  a  further  provision,  perhaps, 
that,  in  event  of  reorganization  under  its  old  name,  its  rec- 
ords shidl  be  restored. 

The  printing  of  the  list  of  the  extinct  churches  has  led  to 
the  reporting  to  this  office  of  the  additional  ones  in  the  fol- 
lowing table.  The  information  in  regard  to  the  records  has 
usually  been  lacking. 
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[The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  table:  Bapt.,  for  Baptist;  Cong.,  for  Coa- 
greg:itional ;  Evang.,  for  Evangelical;  M.  E.,  for  Methodist  Episcopal;  Soc,  for  Society; 
Unit.,  for  Unitarian;  and  Univ.,  for  Universalist.  The  use  of  the  dash  hignifiefi  that  the 
information  is  wanting.  The  asterisk  preceding  a  date  signilies  that  it  is  the  nearest  dale 
furnished.] 


Year 

Year 

in 
which 
'J'er- 
minatcd 

Records 

C'lTIKS  AND 

Denomina- 

DistinpTuish- 

in 
which 
Organ- 

'!"( iwxs. 

tion 

ing  Name 

Years 
covered 

In  Possession  of— 

Ashby,  . 

Cong., 

Calvanlstlc 

Cong.  Soc, 

1819 

18S5 

Bland ford, 

Trot.  Epi8.,i 

Boston  (Dor- 

chester), 

Univ., 
Cong., 
Cong., 

*1830 

New  Brick, , 
E.  Carnb'dge 

1719 

1779 

Second  ( "hwrch.' 

Cambridge,  . 

j  1842 

ISTf)  j 

si842-187r)  ( 

Cong.  Library, 

Evang.  Cong., 

<1851-1876  i 

Boston. 

Duxbury, 

M.E.. 

Matlapoisett,  . 

Bapt., 

Needhain, 

M.E., 

B1790 

18G0 

Bapt., 

1779 

6_ 

Sandwich, 

Univ., 

Sandwich 

Univ.  Soc, 

18-45 

18r)6 

Townsend, 

Unit., 

Townsend 

Harbor, 

Tyugfiborough, 

Bapt., 

*1835 

*1860 

Ilev.  A.  A.  Davis.' 

Watertovvn,  . 

Univ., 

For  the  following  churches  reported  as  extinct  in  1885  the 
claim  is  made,  usually  hy  the  person  holding  the  records, 
that  the  church  still  keeps  its  organization. 


Alford, 
Charlemont, 
Fair  haven, 
Halifax, 
Lee,  . 

Middlehorougli, 
Tisbury, 


iNIetliodist  Epi.scopal. 
Unitarian. 
Congregational. 
Baptist. 

American  M.  E.  Zion. 

Central  Baptist  Society  of  Lakeville, 

South  Tisbury  Baptist. 


Records  of  the  following  extinct  churches,  which  were 
reported  in  1 885  as  in  private  hands,  have  been  placed  in 
possession  of  the  clerks  of  the  respective  cities  and  towns  :  — 


Abington, 

Belchertown, 

Bolton, 

BOSTOX, 


Second  Advent. 
South  Belchertovt^n  M.E. 
Hillside  Congregational.'" 
First  Universal ist." 


'  The  society  organi/ation  is  continued. 

2  Boston. 

3  Church. 
*  Society. 

^  Edifice  built. 


"  Known  to  have  been  in  existence  in  1784. 
'  Uecords  burned  about  1865. 
*  East  Enosburg,  Vl. 
»  See  following  table. 
1^  Churcli  records. 


"  Thi.4  is  the  last  volume  of  the  society  recoids,  Iroui  March  9,  1S59,  to  July  26,  1864. 
The  preceding  volume  is  in  Tufts  College  Library. 
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Boxford,  . 

Third  Congregational. 

Brockton, 

Second  Congregational  Society  of  North 

Bridgewater. 

Cambkidge, 

Second  Congregational. 

Essex, 

Christian  Society. 

Georgetown, 

Univcrsalist. 

Graiiby, 

West  Parish  Congregational. 

(^rovelund, 

Baptist, 

Lancaster, 

Universalist. 

Lawrence, 

Central  Congregational  Society. 

Leicester,  .       .       .  - 

Wesley  an  JMethodist. 

Marblehead, 

Third  Congregational. 

?k]arion. 

Methodist  Protestant. 

Middleborough, 

Central  Baptist  of  Lakeville. 

INIillbury,  . 

West  INIillbury  Congregational. 

Milford,  . 

South  Milford  Baptist. 

Mount  Washington,  . 

Congregational 

Nantucket, 

Pleasant  Street  Baptist. 

Rutland,  . 

Methodist  Episcopal.  . 

Spencer,  . 

First  Baptist. 

Sterling,  . 

Universalist. 

Waltiiam, 

First  Universalist  Society. 

Information  in  addition  to,  or  in  correction  of,  that 
reported  in  1885  in  regard  to  records  of  extinct  cliurche.s, 
has  been  ol)tained  as  follows  :  — 

Berlin.  An  extinct  church  reported  in  1885,  name  and  denomina- 
tion not  being  given  :  The  minister  and  most  of  the  members 
went  to  the  War  of  the  Kel)eUion.  CJeorge  E.  Johnson,  who 
had  the  records,  died  about  1884,  and  his  personal  effects 
were  sold  at  auction,  and  these  records  are  thought  to  have 
been  among  them. 

Boston.  Bowdoiu  Street  Congregational  Church  :  Church  records 
reported  burned  in  the  Boston  fire  in  1872  are  in  the  Con- 
gregational Library  in  Boston.  They  consist  of  eight  bound 
volumes  and  five  pamphlets,  in  good  condition.  It  may  be 
that  the  society  records  were  burned. 

Church  of  the  Saviour;  Unitarian:  Records  in  possession 
of  Second  Church,  Boston. 

First  Universalist  Church:  One  vohime  of  society  records, 
from  March  23,  1834,  to  March  27,  1859,  has  been  sent  to 
the  city  clerk.  The  succeeding  volume  is  in  Tufts  College 
Library. 

Salem  Street  Congregational  Church  :  Church  records  from 
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1827  to  18GG,  society  records  from  1835  to  18G7,  and  pew 
records  from  1830  to  184G,  are  in  the  Congregational 
Library,  Boston. 

Salem  and  Mariners  Congregational  Church  :  Church  records 
from  18GG  to  1879  are  in  the  Congregational  Library, 
Boston. 

Dennis.  First  Congregational  Church  :  Mr.  Samuel  P.  INIay  of 
Newton  has  a  copy,  made  by  himself,  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  records  of  tliis  church,  which  was  formerly  the  Second 
Chui'ch  of  \"armoutii,  known  as  the  "  East  Precinct,"  cover- 
ing the  years  from  1727  to  180'J.  Tlie  last  pages  of  the  first 
volume  have  disappeared,  and  are  supposed  to  have  con- 
tained the  record  of  some  three  hundred  and  twenty  baptisms, 
between  June  21),  1734,  and  April  "),  1752,  taking  the  number 
of  baptisms  given  in  Freeman's  .history  of  Cape  Cod  as 
authority.  Tliese  missing  pages  would  seem  to  have  been 
lost  since  l^reeman  saw  the  book. 

Hancock.  Second  liaptist  Church  :  The  records  are  in  the  volume 
in  Avhich  the  present  Baptist  church  keeps  its  records. 

Southborough.  Unitarian  Church  :  The  records  reported  in  1885 
as  in  possession  of  members  of  the  church  have,  since  been 
burned  in.  a  (hcelling-Jtonse. 

Swansea.  Six  Princi[>les  Bai^tist  Church :  Records  cannot  be 
found,  and  it  is  tiiought  that  they  are  in  the  records  of  the 
present  Baptist  Church. 

Taun'tox.  Universalist  Church  :  Records  are  in  the  library  of  the 
Old  Colou}^  Historical  Society,  Taunton. 

Washington.  Congregational  Church  :  Records  were  loaned  by 
the  person  having  them  in  charge,  and  are  now  missing. 

Wellfleet.  Methodist  Episcopal :  Church  edifice  was  built  in  1835, 
and  sold  about  18G7.  A  list  of  subscribers  is  the  only 
matter  of  record  known  to  exist. 

Court  Recoiids. 

The  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts  in  Dukes  County 
and  Nantucket  have  now  been  visited,  and  all  records  wx're 
found  in  vaults  Dilapidated  pages  in  the  old  volumes  in 
Dukes  County  had  l)een  repaired  and  renovated,  probably 
by  the  late  Richard  L.  Pease,  who  also  put  into  the  form  of 
a  volume  in  the  clerk's*  office  a  collection  of  papers  contain- 
ing, in  addition  to  fhe  records  re[)ortc(l  as  there  in  the  first 
report  of  this  commission,  the  record  of  the  meeting  of  tlie 
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Governor  and  Assistants  at  a  General  Court  at  Martha's 
Vineyard,  sitting  at  Edgartown  July  2,  1G74  ;  "  of  "His 
jMajesty's  Court,"  Dec.  9,  1G74,  and  elan.  8,  1G75  ;  of  a 
"  Quarter  Court  at  Edgartown,"  jNIarcli  28  and  Sept.  28, 
1G75,  and  of  courts  of  sessions  and  county  courts  for  years 
following. 

The  records  in  Nantucket  arc  in  unusually  good  condition, 
the  fdes  appQaring  to  he  complete  and  in  order  from  the. 
date  of  earliest  record,  1721.  In  addition  to  the  volumes 
of  the  records  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
reported  in  the  first  report,  there  is  a  volume  beginning 
Oct.  G,  1807,  and  continuing  to  October,  1827.  A  record 
of  the  county  commissioners  (sic)  follows,  beginning  April 
21,  1828,  which  has  l)een  continued  to  date.  The  volume 
covering  the  })eriod  after  May  2,  1883,  to  May  7,  1888,  is 
lost,  having  been,  pro])ably,  intentionally  destroyed. 

These  records,  called  county  conunissioners'  records,  were 
not  reported  in  the  hrst  report  because  Nantucket  County 
has  no  commissioners  under  the  statute,  and  no  record  was 
looked  for  hy  the  examining  agent  of  this  commission. 

In  Suffolk  County  the  work  upon  the  court  files  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  supreme  court  continues.  The  p'apers 
for  the  past  one  hundred  years,  from  1G29  to  1730,  have 
been  re})aircd,  mounted,  ])0und,  and  indexed,  making  219 
volumes.  A  catalogue  of  the  records  and  of  these  volumes 
has  been  issued  during  the  past  year. 

There  is  now  in  the  ofhce  an  unl)roken  series  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  highest  court,  from  1G73  to  1890, — the  court 
of  assistants  from  1G73  to  1(592,  the  superior  court  of  judi- 
cature fi'om  1G92  to  1780,  and  the  supreme  judicial  court 
from  1781  to  1890.  The  clerk  hopes  soon  to  print  in  one 
volume  the  parts  of  the  records  of  the  court  of  assistants 
previous  to  1G73,  which  can  be  anywhere  found,  the  vol- 
ume for  that  period  having  been  missing  for  an  indefinite 
time.  Of  the  early  files  of  court  and  miscellaneous  papers 
the  clerk  says  :  — 

This  collection  of  papers  is  mndc  up  from  whnt  were  once  the 
files  of  the  various  courts  of  the  Colony  and  Trovince  of  j^.Iassa- 
chnsctts  Day,  hold  in  the  covnUy  of  Siiffollc ;  of  tlio  snporior  court 
of  judicature,  hold  in  the  several  counties ;  and  of  the  supreme 
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judicial  court,  prior  to  the  present  century  ;  together  with  some 
miscellaneous  papers  and  records. 

The  greater  portion  of  this  collection,  numbering  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  papers,  has  been  floating  about  for  a  cent- 
ury and  a  half,  from  one  place  of  deposit  to  another,  —  cellars, 
attics,  chests,  drawers,  and  other  places  in  various  public  build- 
ings,—  becoming,  in  the  course  of  years,  utterly  confused  and 
much  injured  by  neglect  and  careless  handling.  In  this  way  large 
numbers  of  papers  have  undoubtedly  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

Still,  what  now  remains  constitutes  an  accumulation  of  material 
for  historical,  genealogical,  and  topographical  inquiry  unequalled 
by  any  other,  unless  it  be  the  State  Archives  at  the  State  House. 
\^irious  papers  have  been  discovered  among  them  which  have  been 
unsuccessfuU}'  sought  for  both  here  and  abroad  for  years. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  this  collection  is 
the  direct  and  varied  light  which  the  papers  throw  upon  the  methods 
of  procedure  and  the  forms  of  process  used  in  different  periods  of 
our  early  history,  and  the  construction  put  upon  the  laws  by  coun- 
sel of  eminence.  Here  are  preserved,  in  copies  or  originals,  judg- 
ments of  the  courts,  special  verdicts,  reasons  of  appeal,  pleadings, 
and  various  other  papers,  which,  in  many  cases,  may  furnish  the 
only  means  of  knowledge  in  this  direction,  and  must  of  necessity 
prove  of  great  interest  and  value  to  students  of  jurisprudence. 

In  this  respect  the  collection  is  unique,  in  that  it  forms  a  nearly 
complete  and  consecutive  series,  covering  the  colonial  and  provincial 
times. 

All  the  papers  previous  to  1730  have  been  almost  completely 
restored  to  their  original  lile  arrangement,  and  where  this  has  been 
impossible  they  have  been  arranged  chronologically.  They  have 
been  repaired,  restored,  and  mounted  in  bound  volumes,  making  a 
collection  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  volumes  of  files,  two  of 
plans,  and  one  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  comprising  in  all 
about  eiglity  thousand  papers.  They  are  of  great  value  histor- 
ically, in  innumerable  respects,  as  illustrating  the  development  and 
growth  of  our  jurisprudence,  methods  of  legal  and  judicial  prac- 
tice, legislation,  etc. 

All  the  papers  belonging  to  the  court  files,  previous  to  1 730,  were 
utterly  confused  and  had  entirely  lost  their  original  arrangement, 
a  part  of  them  bein^z;  in  the  oflice  of  the  clerk  of  the  supreme  court, 
and  a  part  in  the  o{lice  of  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court,  without 
any  special  reason  for  being  in  oik;  rather  than  in  the  other,  and 
being  incapable  of  any  systematic  division. 

It  was  tluirefore  thought  best  to  unite  all  these  in  one  consecu- 
tive series,  arranged  chronologically.    Accordingly  the  few  court 
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files  of  this  sort  remaining  in  either  office,  as  well  izi  snperior 
conrt  as  in  snpremc  court,  were  pnt  in  the  great  collection  of  mis- 
cellaneons  papers  referred  to  above. 

The  papers  from  1730  to  1800  are  now  being  arranged  and 
mounted,  and  an  index  is  being  prepared.  They  will  make  four 
hundred  volumes  or  more.  It  is  believed  that  they  will  be  found 
full  of  valuable  material  for  the  history  of  the  towns  of  both 
Massachusetts  and  jMaine,  and  will  throw  light  upon  many  impor- 
tant subjects,  such  as  the  Indians,  building  of  bridges,  roads,  public 
works,  lotteries,  manufactures,  etc.,  conveyancing  and  matters 
relating  to  old  French  wars,  and  to  the  American  Ilevolution. 

Records  in  Registries  of  Deeds. 

In  the  second  report  I  said  I  had  visited  the  registries  of 
deeds  in  the  shire  towns  excepting  Edgartown  and  Nan- 
tucket. Tlie  statement  should  have  lieen  in  shire  towns 
having  the  registry  of  prol)atc  and  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
courts  located  in  them.  I  have  now  vi^^ited  all,  including 
those  in  Adams,  Great  Bari'ington,  New  Bedford,  l^dgar- 
town,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Nantucket,  and  Fitcliburg,  and 
tiud  the  records  in  good  condition.  Those  in  New  Ijcdlbrd, 
Edgartown,  and  Nantucket  are  in  vaults,  and  are  absolutely 
safe  from  fire,  while  the  register's  office  in  Ijawrence  is  fire- 
proof. 

In  most  of  the  older  registries  there  are  volumes  which 
are  becoming  illegil)le,  and  should  be  copied  as  provided  by 
section  7  of  cha))ter  37  of  the  Pu))lic  Statutes. 

The  copying  of  all  records  in  the  Middlesex  Southern 
District  Registry  at  East  Camln-idge,  relating  to  lands  in 
towns  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Middlesex  Northern  District 
Registiy  at  Lowell,  was  authorized  by  the  liCgislature,  the 
copies  to  be  placed  in  the  latter  registry,  and  addition  has 
1)(»en  made  to  that  registry  during  the  pa^t  3^ear  lor  their 
acconmiodation.  AI)out  two  hundred  volumes  of  copies 
liave  been  made,  and  the  copying  is  well  toward  completion. 
The  records  for  each  town  have  been  placed  in  volumes  by 
themselves,  and  will  be  placed  in  Lowell  as  soon  as  a  gen- 
eial  index  covering  all  the  volumes  is  ))rcpar(Ml. 

By  chapter  ir).Softhe  7\cts  ol'  1  Ik;  copying  of  the 

records  of  all  deeds  :ind  plans  of  hind  in  tin;  r)ristol  Noilh- 
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ern  District  Regi.stry  at  Tnunton  tire  to  be  made  to  be  placed 
in  the  Southern  District  Registry  at  Now  Bedford.  The 
work  preliminary  to  c()})ying  is  well  advanced  mid  the  copy- 
in<>'  will  S()f)n  be  commenced. 

In  the  Berkshire  Southern  District  Registry  at  Great  Bar- 
rington  the  copying  of  the  proprietors'  records  of  towns  in 
the  district  is  being  carried  on,  several  volumes  having 
ah-eady  been  copied. 

In  the  Middlesex  Northern  District  Registry  at  Lowell  all 
the  i)lans  which  were  in  bad  condition  have  been  renovated, 
and  all  plans  are  now  |)laced  in  order.  Th.is  otUce  has  been 
relitted  with  metal  roller  shelving,  which  must  prove  an 
advantage  to  the  records  both  as  regards  wear  and  safety. 

In  the  Sutiblk  Registry  all  plans  on  iile  are  being  copied 
and  bound,  reduced  if  necessar}^  to  conform  to  the  size  of 
the  volumes. 

In  all  the  registries  more  or  less  work  is  constantly  being 
done  upon  indexes,  and,  although  certain  forms  are  pre- 
scribed by  statute,  many  of  the  registers  have  made  more 
complete  indexes  and  improved  upon  them,  'lliis  results  in 
the  want  of  uniformity,  and  it  seems  desiral)le  th;it  a  uni- 
form system  should  1)0  Ilxed  upon  by  some  person  or  per- 
sons conversant  with  tliese  records.  A  few  of  the  registers 
foreseeing  the  establishment  of  a  system,  are  awaiting  it 
hefore  commencing  upon  indexes  to  tlieir  older  volumes. 
It  seems  highly  im})ortant  to  me  that  the  evidence  of  the 
recording  ollicers  themselves  should  be  obtained  by  the  Leg- 
islature when  changes  jxM-taining  to  tlu^ir  records  aic  con- 
t(implatod.  The  addition  of  great  numbers  of  foreign 
names  to  the  indexes,  the  various  spellings  of  these  names 
by  ditlbrent  persons  j)re})aring  legal  papers,  and  th(!  Angli- 
cizing of  the  name  after  a  foreigner  has  Ixum  sevei'al  years  in 
this  country,  are  serious  ditliculties,  and  impair  the  value 
of  the  indexes;  and,  in  the  establishment  of  any  s3^stem 
of  indexing,  the  opinions  of  the  I'ogisters  uiK)n  this  ])ar- 
ticular  point  must  be  valual)l(^ 

The  provision  for  room  for  the  raj)id  ac(annulation  of  the 
records,  es[)ecially  in  the  larger  registries,  is  hecoming  a 
serious  problem,  and  any  plan  for  reducing  the  bulk  of  the 
volumes  is  worth  consideration.    A  large  [)art  of  the  rec- 
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ord  now  consists  of  verbiage  which  might  well  be  done 
away  with.  A  statute  provision  similar  to  that  in  New 
York  for  a  foreclosure  sale  under  every  mortgage  would 
render  unnecessary  a  provision  for  sale  in  mortgage  deeds, 
and  greatly  reduce  the  matter  recorded,  and  other  abbrevia- 
tions could  doubtless  be  made  without  detriment  to  the  form 
of  instruments  recorded. 

The  copying  for  one  registry  from  another  which  had 
prior  jurisdiction  accomplishes  three  purposes,  and  should 
be  done  in  all  cases.  It  secures  duplicates,  Avhich  is  a  gain 
in  safety  ;  includes  in  the  copies  many  deeds  which,  to  pre- 
serve them,  must  otherwise  soon  be  copied  for  the  older  reg- 
istry ;  and  is  a  saving  to  the  community  by  reason  of  greater 
convenience. 

The  county  commissioners  have  within  the  i)ast  year  pur- 
chased and  placed  in  the  Essex  Northern  District  Registry 
at  Lawrence  fifteen  volumes  containing  jibstracts  of  titles 
from  a  very  early  date  to  lands  now  included  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  prepared  by  the  late  law  firm 
of  Harmon  &  Briggs,  together  with  four  volumes  of  indexes. 
They  have  procured  also  copies  of  all  plans  relating  to  this 
district  which  were  on  file  in  the  Southern  District  Kcgistry 
at  Salem. 

PKOBziTE  EeCOKDS. 

I  have  visited  for  the  first  time  the  registries  of  probate 
at  Edgartown  and  Nantucket,  and  in  both  places  find  all 
records  kept  in  vaults  and  in  excellent  condition,  many 
volumes  in  Edi^artown  havin^]^  been  rebound.  The  re<2;is- 
tries  in  Pittsfield,  Greenfield,  Cambridge,  and  Boston  have 
been  revisited. 

A\'ork  is  being  done  upon  the  indexes  to  the  old  volumes, 
and  the  connnents  upon  the  indexes  in  the  registries  of  deeds 
Avill  apply  in  the  registries  of  probate.  Uniformity  should 
1)0  established,  and  the  policy  of  an  allowance  from  the 
Commonwealth  to  carry  on  this  work  as  provided  in  IIam[)- 
shire  and  Plymouth  counties  should  be  extended  to  all  the 
counties  having  incomplete  indexes. 

In  Sufiblk  County  a  new  index  h:is  been  completed  during 
the  year,  \vhich  covers  all  records  from  1()3()  to  1885.  The 
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w<*:iring  out  of  tlic  two  scries  of  indexes  wliieh  (;()\'ei*(i(l  this 
])eri()il  niade  this  necessary.  The  printing  of  these  indexes 
will,  sooner  or  hiter,  be  conceded  to  l)e  a  matter  of  economy. 

The  new  lire-})r()()i'  building  for  the  registry  at  Cjunbridgo 
has  been  occu])ied  since  July,  and  the  increased  accomnioda- 
lion  enables  the  register  to  keep  the  filc\s  under  lock  and 
key,  — two  steps  toward  their  security. 

The  insecurity  of  the  (lies  in  llu;  i)robate  oilices,  referred 
to  in  niy  last  re[)ort,  ini[)resscs  me  at  each  visit.  His 
l^xcell(Micy  the  (iovernor  considei-ed  this  matter  of  sullicient 
importance  to  call  the  attention  of  tlui  last  Legislature  to  it 
in  his  annual  message,  but  no  legislation  w:is  enact(id.  That 
some  sj'stem  should  be  established,  (iven  at  the  exp(!nse,  in 
the  larger  registries,  of  a  clerk  who  should  Ix;  custodian  of 
tlu!  Iil(\s,  seems  important.  '^Phe  penally  Ibi-  stealing  or 
mutilating  wills  does  not  extend  to  aulogra})h  collectors 
unless  a  "  frauduh^nt  purpose"  can  be  proved. 

The  serious  consc(|uences  which  would  lollow  th(i  dest ruc- 
tion of  both  wills  and  copi(^s  in  a  registry  has  sugg(!st(!d  the 
idi'a  that  they  be  kept  in  separate  ])lac(;s,  the  wills  possibly 
in  an  adjoining  county,  and  1  transmit  the  suggestion. 

ToNVN  Clkkks. 
Al"t(!r  the  experieiu^e  of  another  y(!ar,  I  am  f  ully  convinccul 
that  legislation  is  ne(>dcd  in  the  matter  ol"  town  clerks  and 
their  o(Ii(;es  which  shall  refoiin  tlu;  whole  system  of  the 
custody  of  town  r(icords.  In  saying  this  L  fully  a})preciate 
th(^  remark  of  ('hief  , Justice  ]\arsons,  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  attempt  bt^ing  wiser  than  the  law;"  but  I  ietil  sure  that 
much  of  the  law  is  as  it  is  because  tlie  deflects  in  the  system 
have  not  b(;en  ])ointed  out,  su(;h  legislation  as  has  been 
enacted  from  time  to  time;  having  l)een  to  meet  specific 
cases,  without  due  r(jgard  to  the  gem^ral  system.  In  idl 
h^gislation  in  regard  to  matters  of  I'ecord  the  Legislature 
has  assumed  that  the  towns  hav(i  an  "  otiice  of  the  town 
(•leik,"  in  the  sense  gtmerally  applied  to  tlu;  term  otiice; 
that  is,  a  ]>lace  where  the  clerk,  with  the  records  of  the 
town,  all  of  which  the  statutes  rc^quire  shall  Ix;  in  his  (cus- 
tody, can  1m)  found  in  pcu'son  or  by  r(^pr(^s(;ntat i\'(;  duiing  the 
*' suitable  hours"  when  tlu^  statute  rcMjuires  he  shall  have 
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the  records  open  to  inspection.  There  are  few  towns  where 
such  an  ofiice  exists.  It*  the  clerk  has  an  office  properly 
equipped  and  open  in  ])usiness  hours,  he  has,  as  a  rule,  no 
records  in  liis  custody  and  with  which  he  is  laniiliar  except 
the  records  written  hy  the  successive  clerks  ;  those  of  the 
selectmen,  assessors,  school  committee,  and  other  officers 
being  in  their  custody,  and  often  at  a  long  distance  from  the 
clerk's  office.  In  some  visits  of  inspection  I  was  una))le  to 
gain  access  to  any  of  the  records,  and  I  found  that  I  was 
liable  to  take  a  long  journey  to  a  small  town  for  naught 
unless  I  sent  Avord  of  my  intended  visit,  and  in  many  cases 
where  the  clerk  could  exhil)it  his  records  I  was  unable  to 
see  others.  A  citizen  making  a  long  journey  to  a  town 
under  the  impression  that  the  records  would  be  open  to  liis 
ins})ection  at  "  suitid^le  hours,"  only  to  find  tliem  inacces- 
sible, has  just  cause  of  complaint  for  the  time  and  money 
wasted. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  competent  clerks  cannot  be 
expected  to  maintain  such  an  {)ffice  as  the  statutes  require  ; 
and,  unless  a  change  is  made  in  this  matter,  suitable  men 
cannot  be  found  to  take  the  office  of  town  clerk,  and  the 
result  will  be  a  general  deterioration  of  the  office  and 
records. 

In  many  towns  the  town  building  is  a  long  way  from  the 
centre  or  centres  of  population,  and  cannot  be  conveniently 
reached.  For  this  reason,  if  there  is  a  safe  or  vault  in  tlie 
building,  the  records  are  not  kept  in  it,  but  are  at  the  clerk's 
house  or  store,  not  in  a  safe.  This  should  not  l)e,  and  either 
a  safe  should  be  provided  in  a  convenient  locality,  or  the 
clerk  should  be  allowed  for  time  and  trans[)ortation  in  going 
to  the  safe.  Some  of  the  best  chirks  will  give  u[)  the  office 
if  this  matter  is  not  arranged,  as  I  shall  insist  that  the  custom 
of  keeping  the  records  out  of  the  s;de  be  discontinued. 

TluM-e  are  three  classes  of  clerks  :  — 

First.  Those  who  are  pertectly  competent,  and  have 
their  office  and  records  as  nearly  models  as  the  room  and 
conveniences  will  allow.  Many  of  them  hold  the  office  at 
much  pcu'sonal  inconvenience  and  considerable  ex[)ense, 
because  of  a  patriotic  interest  in  the  records,  and  because 
of  the  almost  certainty'  that  for  the  present  compensation 
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successors  cannot  be  found  who  will  have  that  interest,  and 
keep  the  office  up  to  their  standard.  These  should  be  prop- 
erly compensated  and  continucnl  in  office. 

Second.  Those,  who,  while  com[)etent,  have  had  the 
office  forced  upon  them  against  their  desires,  because  their 
houses  or  places  of  business  were  centrally  located,  or  there 
seemed  some  benciit  to  be  derived  by  the  town,  often  by 
the  saving  of  rent  of  a  separate  office,  and  the  use  of  the 
clerk's  own  safe.  They  are  generally  busy  men,  who  have 
no  interest  in  the  work,  and  are  looking  for  the  0})portunity 
to  unbui'den  themselves  from  its  annoyances.  These  should 
be. allowed  to  retire. 

Third.  Those  who,  from  natural  unfitness  for  clerical 
methodical  work,  are  wholly  incompetent.  These  should 
not  be  continued  in  office.  • 

In  considering  this  subject  I  argue  for  clerks  of  the  first 
class,  of  whom  plenty  could  be  found  if  they  could  allbrd  to 
tak(;  the  oflice.  It  is  the  custom  in  most  of  the  towns, 
wh(U'e  anything  is  paid  beyond  the  fees,  for  the  selectmen  to 
a})pr()priate  a  certain  sum  to  the  clerk,  or  to  ap})rove  a  bill 
reinU'rcd  hy  him  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  ihey  think  it 
reasonable.  It  would  s(K'm  in  either  case  that  a  i)ayment  is 
illegal  under  the  decision  in  Sikes  v.  Inhabitants  of  Hatlield, 
lo  (iray,  o47.  I'he  court  in  that  case  held  "  that  th(M'e  is 
no  such  relation  between  a  town  and  the  ofiicers  which  it  is 
re({uired  by  law  to  elect  as  will  oblige  it  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  them  i'or  the  diseliarge  of  oi'dintiry  official  duties, 
-where  no  provision  for  any  comjx'usat ion  is  m:ide  by  law, 
and  in  the  abseiuie  of  any  contract."  II()^vever  this  ujay  he, 
tl)(!  clerk  should  not  be  beholden  to  the  S(>lectmen  for  the 
auiourit  of  his  compensation,  and  under  this  system  clerks 
of  the  first  class  are  giving  up  the  ollice. 

Astonislied  to  find  that  many  of  the  clerks  were  receiving 
nothing  but  fees,  I  addressed  a  circular  to  every  clerk',  asking 
what  the  tow  n  allowed  him  for  keeping  the  records,  aside  from 
any  work  whi(;h  might  be  done  ])y  any  other  person.  The 
amount  received  from  fees  was  not  asked,  as  those  are  nuich 
more  tlian  earned,  and  the  inquiry  was  to  ascertain  what  was 
received  for,  as  to\vn  clerk  only,  woi'k  paid  for  by  the  town. 
Of  the  32()  clerks,  r).S  did  not  re[)ly ,  ;uul  one  gave  no  amount 
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received.  Of  tlie  others,  82*  received  no^  compensation  ;  24 
charged  by  the  hour  or  day,  and  presented  a  Ijill  to  the 
selectmen  for  a[)proval,  receiving  prices  ranging  from  12|  to 
30  cents  per  hour,  and  from  $1.50  to  $2.50  })er  day,  the 
total  amount  received  not  being  given  ;  23  received  from  $5 
to  $10  ;  20,  from  $11  to  $15  ;  10,  from  $18  to  $20  ;  19,  $25  ; 
17,  from  $30  to  $10;  21,  $50;  2,  $(]0  ;  G,  $75;  15,  $100; 
1,$125;  1,$150;  3,  $200  ;  3,  $250  ;  4,  $300  ;  2,  $500  ;  one 
of  the  latter  having  received,  however,  but  $100  until  1889. 
In  fourteen  of  the  towns  the  clerk  lield  the  oflice  of  treas- 
urer and  collector,  or  both,  or  acted  as  clerk  of  all  l)oards, 
or  was  required  to  do  s})ecial  work  under  the  town  by-laws, 
and  the  amount  received  as  clerk  could  not  be  separated. 
The  amounts  received  by  these  varied  from  $100  to  $250  ; 
on(^  however,  receiving  $1,000.  One  town  witli  about  8,000 
inhabitants  paid  nothing;  one  with  11,000  paid  $50;  3,  of 
from  8,000  to  10,000,  paid  $100;  while  one,  of  about  0,000, 
paid  $200.  One  who  received  $125,  gave  a  bond  of  $20,000, 
and  handled  $()0,000  ;  and  one  wjio  received  $150  had  $22,- 
000  i)ass  through  his  hands. 

The  amount  and  kind  of  work  done  by  the  clerks  varies 
even  more  than  the  com[)ensation.  Some  extend  their  rec- 
ords at  great  length,  recording  re[)orts  of  committees, 
returns  of  votes,  and  all  matter  which  may  become  of  value, 
while  others  sim[)ly  lile  reports  and  returns,  a  few  doing 
neither.  Some  even  of  tliose  longest  in  service  say  that,  in 
the  al)sence  of  statute  i)rovisi()n,  or  by  reason  of  ap])arent 
contradictions  in  the  statutes,  they  do  not  know  their  duties. 

Tlie  decisions  in  Judd  v.  Thompson  and  Others,  125 
]Mass.  55^);  and  Howard  and  Others  v.  Stevens,  3  Allen, 
409,  liave  been  relied  upon  by  some  of  the  clerks  as  their 
autliority  for  omitting  much  that  others  have  recorded.  In 
the  first  case;,  tlu^  court  said,  "  It  is  the  duty  of  the  chu'k  to 
record  all  votes  and  transactions  of  the  nuM^ting.  He  should 
record  the  votes  as  declared  by  the  modiU'ator  ;  "  and  some 
clerks  have  done  tiiis,  and  no  morc^.  In  the  second  case  the 
court  held  that  it  "  was  sullici(Mit  that  the  vote  of  the  town, 
accepting  the  report  of  the  connnittee,  was  duly  recorded, 
and  that  the  re})f)rt  ^vas  on  the  iiles  of  the  town.  The  clerk 
of  a  town  is  not  rccjuircd  by  l;tw  to  record  th(^.  re[)()rt  of 
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committees;  his  duty  is  discharged  by  recording  tlic  votes 
passed  by  the  town."  The  hixity  in  regard  to  the  tiles  has 
resulted  in  the  absence  of  reports  from  the  "tiles  of  the 
town,"  and  in  many  towns  where  this  decision  was  relied 
upon  the  reports  were  not  extended,  and  no  record  exists  of 
many  important  ones  now  gieatly  desired. 

Duties  are  being  constantly  imposed  upon  the  clerks  by 
statute  for  Avhich  no  compensation  is  provided,  and  much 
information  is  asked  of  them  by  State  officials  which  is  not 
strictly  required,  but  which  it  would  be  discourteous  to 
refuse,  and  which,  if  my  experience  is  a  criterion,  is,  as  a 
rule,  cheerfully  given.  ^lucli  work  is  required  in  regard 
to  the  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  the 
Legishiture  evidently  did  not  anticipate  would  l)e  necessary 
when  the  fees  were  hxed  for  making  these  records.  Phy- 
sicians do  not  make  their  returns  as  promptly  as  the  law 
requires,  and  often  not  at  all,  until  urged  and  sometimes 
threatened  ;  and,  although  the  penalty  for  the  neglect  was 
increased  a  few  years  since,  it  lias  had  little  elfect.  Children 
not  named  when  the  return  is  made  to  the  clerk  move  out  of 
town,  making  corresjiondence,  and  work  for  other  clerks, 
necessary  if  the  record  is  to  be  com[)leted.  Undertakers 
are  careless  in  their  returns  of  burials,  and  clerks  sometimes 
have  to  cross  the  State  line  to  obtain  the  facts  for  record 
concerning  persons  taken  across  the  line  for  burial. 

The  growing  interest  in  genealogy,  the  custom  of  cele- 
brating town  anniversaries,  with  the  attending  historical 
addresses,  and  t!io  established  im[)()rta!ice  of  matters  of 
record,  load  persons  to  consult  the  records  much  more  than 
formerly.  Wlien  this  is  done  in  person,  it  requires  the 
presence  and  time  of  the  clerk  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
duties,  for  he  is  obliged  to  exhibit  his  records  at  all  reason- 
able times.  \\^hen  information  is  asked  by  correspondence, 
as  is  more  often  the  case,  it  may  result  in  hours  or  days  of 
search  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  ;  luid  for  this  work,  as  a 
rule,  no  oiler  of  conq)ensati()n  is  made,  and  it  is  seldom  that 
a  })Ostage  stamp  is  enclosed  for  the  r(q)ly.  So  burdensome 
has  this  i)articular  part  of  the  work  become,  that,  added  to 
the  statute  recjuii-ements,  it  has  driven  some  of  the  more 
competent  clerks  out  of  olLice.    The  persons  making  these 
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seemingly  unreasonable  demands  have  supposed,  as  has  the 
Legislature,  an  ofHce  with  the  records  kept  as  the  statutes 
require,  —  that  is,  conveniently  arranged  and  indexed; 
and,  if  they "  were  so  kept,  the  demands  would  not  be 
unreasonable. 

The  applications  for  pensions  put  a  great  deal  of  work 
upon  the  town  clerks,  and,  as  the  applicants  are  often 
widows  or  crphans,  it  is  almost  a  custom  for  the  clerks  to 
refuse  the  fees  if  the  applicant  comes  in  person.  If  the 
iip[)lication  is  sent  by  a  claim  agent,  the  clerk  is  often 
imposed  upon,  but  cannot  refuse  the  information  asked  with- 
out causing  the  applicant  delay  and  expense,  in  one  case  a 
clerk  who  had  previously  furnished  the  information  gratu- 
itously, received  a  document  with  instructions  to  execute  it 
before  a  notary  public,  and  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  was  enclosed. 
The  clerk  drove  four  miles  to  the  nearest  notary  (probably 
left  the  fee),  and  returned  the  document  rather  than  put  the 
claimant  to  further  expense. 

One  clerk  Avrites  that  a  clerk  needs  to  be  the  town  his- 
torian ;  another,  that  he  is  expected  to  be  the  town  directory. 
The  radical  changes  in  the  election  laws  require  nuich  c:iro- 
ful  study  on  the  part  of  the  clerks,  and,  as  a  clerk  of  long 
experience  says,  "The  legal  working  of  the  entire  town 
meeting  is  dependent  u[)()n  tlie  integrity  and  tidelit}^  of  the 
town  clerk."  Another  says,  "  A  clerk  is  expected  to  come 
to  the  meetings  fully  advised  upon  all  subjects  to  be  actetl 
upon  ;"  and  I  fear  it  is  the  failure  of  the  towns  to  elect  and 
conq)onsate  clerks  like  the  two  qufjted,  that  makes  it  neces- 
sary for  the  Lcgishiturc  annutdly  to  legalize  the  action  of 
town  meeting.^.  Forty  special  and  two  general  acts  to  legal- 
ize town  meetings  have  been  passed  since  1882. 

('onsultation  and  correspondence  Avith  the  best  of  the 
clerks,  some  of  whom  have  l)een  in  olfice  for  upward  of 
thirty  years,  satisfies  me  that  a  speedy  and  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  town  records  can  be  brought 
about : — 

Fivst.  Vy\  iixing  for  every  toAvn  clerk  a  mininmm  com- 
pensation, which  shall  renumeratc  him  for  the  work  which 
every  clerk  must  do,  that  amount  to  be  iiujreased  ui)on  a 
basis  of  [)()pulation,  as  lixed  l)y  the  last  previous  'State 
census. 
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Second.  By  making  the  clerk's  term  of  office  three  or  five 
years,  which  would  help  to  take  the  office  out  of  politics  and 
make  the  clerk  a  free  agent,  and  encourage  him  to  undertake 
work  which  cannot  be  completed  in  one  year. 

Third.  By  revising  and  adjusting  fees,  and  requiring  that 
all  fees  be  covered  into  the  town  tre:isury. 

Fourth.  B3Miialcing  the  clerk  the  clerk  of  all  boards,  and 
requiring  him  to  keep  informed  upon  all  new  legislation 
relating  to  town  allairs,  and  have  the  undivided  custody  of 
all  the  records  which  the  practical  working  of  the  town* 
machinery  now  prevents. 

That  the  multifarious  duties  required  of  a  town  clerk  may 
be  known,  and  the  importance  of  the  office  appreciated,  and 
also  that  the  clerks  may  have  at  hand  a  statement  of  them,  I 
append  a  summary  of  the  statute  provisions  regarding  them. 
The  duties  required  l)y  the  provisions  uiarkcd  with  an 
asterisk  (*)  are  contingent  upon  the  application  of  the  Act 
to  the  town. 

He  shall  have  the  custody  of:  — 

All  records  and  documents  belonging  to  the  town.  [P.  S.,  c. 
37,  §  12.] 

All  books  of  record  and  other  documents  of  the  ancient  proprie- 
tors of  townships  or  common  lands,  Avhcn  such  proprietors  have 
ceased  to  be  a  body  corporate.    [P.  S.,  c.  37,  §  14.] 

The  records  and  registers  of  a  church  or  religious  society  which 
has  ceased  to  have  a  legal  existence.    [1*.  S.,  c.  o7,  §  15.] 

The  records  which,  after  final  division  of  the  common  propert}^ 
of  proprietors  of  wharves,  general  fields,  and  real  estate  lying  in 
common,  tlie  proprietors  nia}^  deposit  with  them.  [P.  S.,  c.  Ill, 
§  18.] 

The  indenture  made  by  the  selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor, 
binding  a  minor  as  an  apprentice.     [P.  S.,  c.  140,  §  G.] 

The  bond  given  by  the  master  of  a  minor  apprentice,  if  the 
minor  has  no  friend  or  guardian.     [P.  S.,  c.  140,  §  0.] 

Tlie  ballots  for  jiu'ors,  which  he  shall  keep  in  a  box  kept  for  that 
pur[)ose.    [P.  S.,  c.  170,  §  8.] 

*  The  bnllot  boxes  and  l)allot-box  seals  which  shall  be  returned 
to  him  by  the  warden  of  each  precinct.     [1800,  c.  42o,  §  80.] 

*■  The  precinct  seal,  and  the  records  of  the  precinct,  and  other 
dooumeuts  which  the  einct  clerk  shall  deliver  to  him.  [1800.  c. 
423,  §  80.] 
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He  sliall  recoi'd  :  — 

Tbo  proceedings  after  the  perambulation  of  town  lines  and  the 
renewal  of  marks.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  3.] 

The  ai)pointment  of  the  keeper  of  the  lock-np.    [P.  S.,  c.  27, 

§33.] 

All  votes  passed  at  the  meeting  at  which  he  is  elected,  and  at  all 
other  meetings  held  during  his  continuance  in  office.  [P.  S.,  c. 
27,  §  05.] 

All  the  facts  required  by  the  statutes  concerning  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  town,  sepai'ately  numbering  and 
recording  them  in  the  order  in  which  he  receives  them.  [P.  S.,  c. 
32,  §  1.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  n:eeting  at  which  a  corporation  of  proprietors  of  meeting  houses 
was  organized,  which  the  clerk  of  such  society  has  left  with  him. 
[P.  S.^^c.  38,  §  29,] 

The  attested  copy  of  the  proceedings  at  the  organization  of  a 
society  of  the  Methodist  F.piscopal  Church.    [P.  8.,  c.  38,  §  47.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  within  ten  days  of  its  trans- 
n)ittal,  the  description  of  the  location  and  bounds  of  any  highway 
within  the  limits  of  the  town,  laid  out,  altered,  or  discontinued  by 
the  county  commissioners.    [P.  S.,  c.  40,  §  0.] 

The  laying  out  or  altering  of  a  town  way  or  private  wa}^  by  the 
county  commissioners,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  same.  [P.  S., 
c.  40,  §  74.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  within  ten  days,  a  description 
of  the  location  and  bounds  of  any  town  way  or  private  way  laid 
oat  l)y  the  selectmen,  or  road  commissioners,  which  they  shall 
transmit  to  him.    [P.  S.,  c.  40,  §  80.] 

AVithin  ten  days,  the  certificates  of  the  selectmen  or  road  com- 
missioners, of  the  location  and  bounds  of  any  street,  road,  or  way, 
vrhich  they  have  investigated  and  located.     [P.  8.,  c.  40,  §  07.] 

The  places  at  which  guide  posts  shall  be  erected  and  maintained. 
[P.  S.,  c.  53,  §  31.] 

AVithin  thirty  days,  the  return  of  the  doings  of  the  board  of 
health  or  the  health  ofllcer  in  the  matter  of  the  abatement  of  a 
nuisance.    [P.  S.,  c.  80,  §  33.] 

The  license  granted  by  the  selectmen  to  plant,  grow,  and  dig 
oysters  at  all  times  of  the  year,  upon  and  in  any  flats  and  creeks. 
[P.  S.,  c.  01,  §  08.] 

In  a  book  ke})t  for  the  purpose,  the  notice  given  him  by  the 
finder  of  lost  money  or  goods.    [P.  S.,  c.  05,  §  1.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  notice  given  him  by  a  person 
who  takes  u[)  a  stray  beast.    [P.  S.,  c.  05,  §  2.] 
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Licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  town.  [P. 
S.,  c.  100,  §  5.] 

Licenses  for  steam  engines,  furnaces,  boilers,  etc.  [P.  S.,  c. 
102,  §  40.] 

Licenses  for  dogs  issued  by  him,  with  the  names  of  the  keepers 
or  owners  of  the  dogs  licensed,  and  the  names,  registered  numbers, 
and  description  of  all  such  dogs.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  84.] 

Licenses  for  steamboats  on  inland  waters.   [P.  S.,c.  102,§121.] 
In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  licenses  granted  to  keepers  of 
inteJIigence  offices ;  dealers  in  junk,  old  metals,  and  second-hand 
articles ;  pawn  brokers ;  and  keepers  of  billiard  saloons,  pool  or 
sippio  rooms  or  tables,  and  bowling  alleys.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  124.] 
Specifications  and  decisions  of  the  selectmen  in  regard  to  the 
location,  height,  and  kind  of  posts  to  be  erected  by  corporations 
transmitting  intelligence  by  electricity.    [P.  S.,  c.  109,  §  3.] 
Notices  of  intentions  of  marriage.    [P.  S.,  c.  145,  §  IC] 
All  marriages  returned  by  justices  of  the  peace,  ministers,  clerks, 
or  keepers  of  records  of  meetings  of  Friends  or  Quakers.    [P.  8., 
c.  14'),  §  24.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  upon  payment  of  his  fee,  every 
certificate  filed  by  a  married  woman,  doing  or  proposing  to  do 
business  on  her  own  account.    [P.  S.,  c.  147,  §  12.] 

Vv'ithin  two  months  after  the  same  is  made,  the  petition  to  the 
county  commissioners  for  a  roadway  to  a  swamp,  quarry,  etc., 
together  w^ith  the  order  or  award  thereon.    [P.  S.,  c.  180,  §  2G.] 

Certified  copies  of  the  orders  of  county  commissioners  'in  the 
niiitter  of  alteration,  repairs,  or  changes  of  grad^  of  ways,  which 
would  enable  a  petitioner  to  raise,  erect,  and  maintain  a  dam. 
[P.  S.,  c.  190,  §  44.] 

Ill  a  book  kept  for  the  ixu'pose,  upon  payment  of  his  fee,  all 
mortgages  of  personal  property  delivered  to  him,  noting  in  sucli 
books  and  on  each  mortgage  the  lime  when  such  mortgage  is 
received. 1    [P.  S.,  c.  192,  §  4.] 

The  notice  to  a  pledger  that  the  holder  of  personal  property  in 
pledge  intends  to  enforce  payment  by  the  sale  of  the  pledge, 
together  with  an  affidavit  of  the  service  of  iha  notice.  [P.  S.,  c. 
192,  §  10.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  a  statement  of  the  action  filed 
by  a  person  putting  a  lien  upon  a  vessel.    [P.  S.,  c.  192,  §  15.] 


'  Mortgages  of  personal  property  shall  be  recorded  on  the  records  of  the  town 
where  ihc  mortgagor  resides  when  tlie  mortgage  is  made,  and  on  the  records  of  the 
town  in  which  he  then  principally  transacts  his  business  or  follows  his  trade  or  call- 
ing. If  the  mortgagor  reside^  out  of  the  Comn\onwealih,  Jiis  mortgage  of  jjcrsonal 
property,  whidi  is  within  the  Commonwoalih  wIilmi  the  mortgage  is  made,  Bhuil  be 
recorded  on  the  records  of  the  town  where  the  property  then  is.    [18S3,  c.  73.] 
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Ivegnlations  naade  by  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  in  regard  to 
contagious  diseases  amongst  cattle.     [1887,  c.  252,  §§  3,  <L.] 

A  full  description  and  designation  of  the  witness  marks  and 
monuments  made  and  set  up  by  order  of  the  county  commissioners, 
to  indicate  the  position  of  the  original  marks  or  monuments  set  up 
by  the  commissioners  on  the  topographical  survey  of  the  State. 
j;i888,c.  336.  §4.] 

Certified  copies  of  deaths  of  residents,  or  births  of  children  whose 
parents  were  residents  of  his  town,  which  shall  be  transmitted  to 
him  by  the  clerk  of  other  cities  or  towns.    [1889,  c.  208.] 

In  a  book  provided  by  the  insurance  commissioner,  all  the  facts 
relating  to  fires  which  the  board  required  to  make  investigation 
thereof  shall  return  to  him.    [1889,  c.  451,  §  1.] 

In  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  certificate  filed  by  the  owner 
or  keeper  of  a  stallion  for  breeding  purposes.    [1890,  c.  334,  §  !•] 

*The  number  of  ballots  printed  and  furnished  for  a  town  elec- 
tion.   [1890,  c.  386,  §  8.] 

*  Forthwith,  the  certified  copy  of  the  records  of  a  State  election 
which  have  been  delivered  to  him  by  the  precinct  clerks.  [1890, 
c.  423,  §  95.] 

The  fact  that  the  sealed  envelopes  containing  the  ballots  thrown 
at  an  election  have  been  destroyed.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  101.] 

Within  four  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  clerks  to  determine 
choice  of  representatives,  the  return  of  the  names  of  all  persons  for 
whom  votes  were  given  in  his  district,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  person.    [1890.  c.  423,  §  152.] 

The  certificate  filed  by  the  moderator  of  a  town  meeting,  giving 
the  result  of  a  recount  of  votes  cast.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  226.] 

The  state  license  ol  an  itinerant  vendor,  upon  the  payment  of  a 
local  license  fee,  and  proof  of  the  payment  of  all  other  such  fees, 
if  any,  as  are  legally  chargeable  upon  local  sales  ;  and  he  shall 
enter  upon  the  license  the  words  "local  license  fees  paid,"  and  allU 
his  official  signature,  together  with  the  date  of  such  endorsement. 
[1890,  c.  448,  §  8.] 

He  shall  file:  — 1 

Certificates  of  medical  examiners,  descriptive  of  every  person 
whom  they  are  called  to  view,  with  the  cause  and  manner  of  the 
death,    [r.  S-,  c.  26,  §  12.] 

*By  some  of  the  acts  quoted,  papers  and  documents  are  to  be  filed  Avith  the  town 
clerk.  B}'  other  ;\ct:?,  the  clerk  is  required  to  file  papers.  Under  cither  he  should  pre- 
serve the  papers,  and  have  them  "filed  and  nirangod  conveniently  for  examination 
and  reference."  It,  is  assumed  that,  if  the  statutes  lequire  that  lists,  papers,  plans, 
etc.,  be  transmitted  to  the  town  clerk,  it  is  intended  that  they  be  preserved  and  tiled. 
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Certificates  of  oaths  of  office  taken  before  justices  of  the  peace. 
[P.  S.,.c.  27,  §90.] 

r>oiHls  of  constables.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  113.] 

The  acceptance  or  refusal  of  the  office  of  fireward.  [P.  S., 
c.  35,  §  1.] 

Certified  copies  of  the  votes  of  school  districts  which  vote  to 
unite,  wliich  have  been  sent  by  the  clerks  of  the  districts.  [P.  S., 
c.  45,  §  52.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  school  connnittee.    [P.  S.,  c.  4G,  §  8.] 

The  laying  out  or  alteration,  with  the  boundaries  and  measure- 
ments, of  any  town  way  or  private  way  laid  out  or  altered  by  the 
selectmen  or  road  connnissiouers.    [P.  S.,  c.  41),  §  71.] 

The  certificate  of  tlie  selectmen  or  road  commissioners  of  the 
location  and  bounds  of  any  street,  road,  or  way,  which  they  have 
investigated  or  located.    [P.  S.,  c.  40,  §  97.] 

Plans  and  descriptions  of  all  main  drains  and  common  sewers 
belonging  to  a  town,  with  a  true  record  of  the  charges  of  making 
and  repairing  the  same,  and  of  all  assessments  therefor.  [P.  S., 
c.  50,  §  14.] 

Tlie  list  annually  received  from  the  assessors  of  all  dogs  owned 
or  kept  in  the  town.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  89.] 

A  copy  of  the  record  of  the  appointment  of  railroad  police 
officers  of  every  railroad  corporation  upon  whose  petition  they  were 
appointed,  which  draws  cars  by  its  own  motive  power  in  the  town. 
[P.  S.,  c.  103,  §  14.] 

The  notice  that  a  railroad  corporation  ceases  to  require  the 
services  of  a  railroad  police  officer.    [P.  S.,  c.  103,  §  15.] 

The  written  statement  under  oath  of  a  person  who  has  performed 
lal)or  upon  a  railroad,  and  who  claim^  right  of  action  of  the  amount 
due  for  the  labor  performed  in  the  town.    [P,  S.,  c.  112,  §  145.] 

The  written  notice  of  a  person  intending  to  furnish  materials  to 
a  railroail  corporation  of  his  intention  to  claim  the  right  of  action 
for  such  material  furnislied.    [P.  S.,  c.  112,  §  140.] 

The  acceptance  of  the  extended  location  of  a  railroad  track  per- 
jnitted  by  the  selectmen.     [P.  S.,  c.  113,  §  21.] 

The  certificate  of  declaration  of  marriage  of  parties  living  in  this 
State  married  in  another.    [P.  S.,  c.  145,  §  21.] 

A  petition  to  the  county  commissioners  for  a  roadway  to  a 
swamp,  qmirry,  etc.     [P.  S.,  c.  189,  §  20.] 

The  certbied  copies  of  the  orders  of  county  commissioners  in  the 
matter  of  the  alteration,  repairs,  or  changes  of  grades,  of  ways, 
which  will  enable  a  petitioner  to  raise,  erect,  and  maintain  a  dam. 
[P.  S  ,  c.  190,  §  44.] 

The  sworn  statement  of  a  person  claiming  a  lien  upon  a  vessel, 
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giving  a  just  and  true  account  of  the  demand  claimed  to  be  due, 
and  other  information.     [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  15.] 

All  returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  including  all  returns 
which  were  in  the  town  clerk's  office  April  20,  1887.  [1887,  c. 
202,  §§  2,  3,  4.] 

A  list  returned  by  the  assessors  of  the  persons  liable  to  enroll- 
ment.   [1887,  c.  411,  §  7.] 

A  description  of  the  position  and  marks  of  the  triangulation 
points  established  by  the  commissioners  upon  the  topographical 
survey  and  map  of  the  State.    [1888,  c.  336,  §  3.] 

The  receipt  from  the  presiding  officer  of  a  voting  place  for  the 
ballots  sent.    [1880,  c  413,  §  18.] 

The  certificate  of  the  owner  or  keeper  of  a  stallion  for  breeding 
purposes,  stating  the  name,  color,  age,  and  size  of  the  stallion, 
together  witli  his  pedigree  as  fully  as  obtainable,  and  the  name  of 
the  person  by  whom  he  was  bred.     [1800,  c.  334, §  1.] 

*  Certificates  of  nomination  and  nomination  papers  for  town 
olficers,  which  shall  be  preserved  for  not  less  than  one  year,  and  l)e 
open  to  public  inspection.    [1800,  c.  38G,  §  G.] 

*The  report  of  the  selectmen  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
voting  precincts.    [1800,  c.  423,  §  72.] 

The  written  statement  of  ten  or  more  qualified  voters  that  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  an  error  was  made  in  ascertaining  or 
declaring  the  result  of  an  election  for  town  officers.  [1800,  c. 
423, §  220.] 

The  certificate  of  the  moderator  of  a  town  meeting,  stating  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate  as  determined  by  a 
recount.    [1800,  c.  423,  §  220]. 

He  sliiill  index  :  — 

All  the  facts  required  by  the  statutes  regarding  the  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  in  the  town.     [P.  S.,  c.  32,  §  1.] 

All  certificates  filed  by  married  women  doing  or  proposing  to  do 
business  on  their  own  account,  and  of  all  similar  certificates  liled 
under  previous  laws     [P.  S.,  c.  147,  §  12.] 

All  instruments  entered  with  him  and  required  by  law  to  be 
recorded.  (Tliis  index  shall  be  divided  into  five  columns,  with 
appropriate  heads  or  titles,  giving  date  of  reception,  the  names  of 
parties,  and  the  book  and  page  on  which  each  instrument  is 
recorded,  and  the  same  shall  be  open  for  public  inspection.) 
[188;'),  c.  100,  §  1.] 

All  the  returns  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  made  by  per- 
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sons  required  to  make  them,  incliuling  all  which  were  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  April  20,  1887.    [1887,  c.  202,  §§  2,  3,  4.] 

He  shall  certify  as  follows  :  — 

Copies  of  the  records  made  by  order  of  the  selectmen,  which 
shall  then  have  the  force  of  originals.    [P.  S.,  c.  37,  §  7.] 

Copies  of  the  records  or  registers  of  churches  or  religious  soci- 
eties which  have  ceased  to  have  a  legal  existence.    [P.  S.,  c.  37, 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  within  fifteen  days  after 
the  day  of  an  election  for  vState  or  town  officers,  the  total  number 
of  names  of  persons  checked  on  the  lists  of  voters  as  having 
voted  at  each  town  or  voting  precinct  at  such  election.  [1890,  c. 
423,  §  100.] 

He  shall  receive^  or  ol)tain  :  — 

All  information  in  regard  to  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. ' 
[P.  S.,  c.  32,  §  1.] 

Notices  of  births  or  deaths  from  parents,  physicians,  sextons, 
etc.    [P.  S.,  c.  32,  §§  2,  3,  4.] 

On  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  each  month,  from  physicians  or 
midwives,  a  correct  list  of  all  children  born  in  the  town  during  the 
mouth  next  preceding  at  whose  birth  they  were  present,  with  the 
facts  recpiired  for  record.  [P.  S.,  c.  32,  §  7,  as  amended  by 
1883,  c.  i:)8.] 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  books  for  recording 
births,  marriages,  and  deatlis,  and  bh\nk  forms  for  retui-ns. 
[P.  S.,  c.  32,  §  14.] 

From  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  tlie  bhiuk 
forms  of  inquiry,  the  school  registers,  the  anruial  report  of  the 
board,  and  his  own  annual  report.     [P.  S  ,  c.  41,  §  7.] 

Service  of  the  copy  of  every  petition  for  a  new  highway  or 
alteration  or  discontinuance  of  an  old  within  the  town.  [P.  S., 
c.  49,  §  3.] 

'  While  the  mere  act  of  recciviiiLj  may  not  always  require  labor  or  trouble,  it 
often  places  a  responsibility  upon  the  town  clerk 

■•'In  tlie  instructions  concerniii<;  the  rci,'istration  of  births,  rnarria^ces,  and  deaths, 
issued  to  the  town  clerks  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  lol- 
l(jwin;r  passage  occurs  :  "  A  few  of  the  clerks  huve  inierred  that  the  statute  direct- 
ing physicians,  etc.,  to  make  returns  of  l)irtlis,  relieved  them  from  the  duty  of 
canvassing,  when  it  was  only  intended  as  an  auxiliary;  the  huv  requires  the  clerks 
to  obtam  ail  the  facts,  otherwise  the  fee  of  hfty  cents  in  each  case  would  i)e  mani- 
festly excessive."  Under  these  instructions,  a  complete  canvass  of  the  town  by  ihe 
town  clerk  is  expected. 
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.The  notice  required  to  be  given  by  o  person  claiming  damages 
for  an  injury  upon  a  highway.    [P.  S.,  c.  52,  §  21.] 

The  return  of  service  by  a  constable  of  the  copy  of  an  order 
passed  by  the  selectmen  prescribing  the  disposition,  alteration,  or 
regulation  of  a  burnt  or  dangerous  building.     [P.  S.,  c.  101,  §  1 .] 

The  return  of  service  by  a  constable  of  the  order  of  the  select- 
men regulating  steam  engines,  furnaces,  etc.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  42.] 

Money  for  dog  licenses.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  84.] 

Two  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  town,  for  each  license  'ssued  to 
keepers  of  intelligence  oflices.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  124.] 

Services  of  notice  from  the  county  commissioners  of  their 
intention  to  consider  a  petition  for  leave  to  construct  roads, 
ditches,  etc.,  to  swamps,  quarries,  etc.    [P.  S.,  c.  18'J,  §  21.] 

If  the  town  has  no  inspector  of  milk,  the  registration  of  every 
person  intending  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  an}^  article  in  imitation  of 
butter.    [188G,  c.  317,  §  5.] 

Separately  and  at  two  different  times  the  two  sets  of  general 
and  special  ballots  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Counnonwealth, 
together  with  the  specimen  ballots  and  cards  of  instruction  printed 
by  him.     [188U,  c.  413,  §  IG.] 

The  pamphlet  editions  of  the  laws  for  distriljutiou.  [18S9,  c. 
440,  §  3.] 

One  copy  each  of  the  series  of  Public  Documents  and  other  pub- 
lications mentioned  in  sections  7  and  0  of  chapter  440  of  the  Acts 
of  1889.    [1889,  c.  440,  §§  8,  10.] 

In  each  town  hereafter  incorporated  a  full  set  of  the  decisions 
of  the  supreme  court,  a  copy  of  tlie  Public  Statutes,  and  copies 
of  all  such  documents  in  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth as  shall  have  been  previously  furnished  to  the  towns 
of  the  Commonwealth  ;  provided,  the  clerk  of  such  town  shall  hie 
a  certihcate  that  the  town  has  provided  a  suitable  book-case  for 
the  same.^    [1889,  c.  440,  §  12.] 

lie  shall  return  or  transmit :  — 

On  or  before  the  last  day  of  i\pril  in  each  year,  to  the  State 
librarian  one  copy  or  more  of  the  annual  report  of  the  town,  or 
of  any  specitd  report  relating  to  its  income,  expenditures,  or  otlu-r 
affairs.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  2r>.] 

Within  thirty  days  of  the  day  on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  the  Board  of  Railroad 


'The  statute  recitiins  that  each  town  shall  receive  these,  and  the  custom  is  to  send 
them  to  the  town  clerlt. 


84 


REPORT  ON  PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


[Jan. 


Commissioners,  a  certified  copy  of  any  vote  of  the  town  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  stock  of  a  railroad  company,  or  to  ph^dge  its  credit, 
or  to  grant  aid  to  the  same.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  09.] 

Annually  on  or  ])efore  the  first  day  of  IMarch,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealtli,  certified  copies  of  tJie  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  which  have  occurred  in  the  town  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  last  day  of  the  preceding  December.  [P.  S., 
c.  32,  §  10.] 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  vote  on  granting  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  li(piors,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
a  true  statement  thereof ;  and  annually  in  November  make  a 
return  showing  the  numl)er  of  licenses  of  each  class  issued,  the 
amount  received  for  the  same  by  classes,  and  the  number  revoked, 
if  any.     [P.  S.,  c.  100,  §5.] 

To  county  trL-asurei  s,  a  sworn  statement  of  the  amount  received 
for  dog  licenses.     [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  8-1.] 

A^ithin  thirty  days  after  a  vote  or  action  of  the  town  upon  its 
acceptance  of  an  act  or  resolve,  or  within  thirty  days  after  the 
time  prescribed  for  its  acceptance  or  rejection,  a  statement  of  such 
acceptance  or  rejection,  or  that  no  action  has  been  taken.  [1883, 
c.  100.] 

Annually  in  May,  June,  or  July,  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Commonwealth,  a  list  of  the  enrolled  militia  in  the  town.  [1887, 
c.  411,  v<  7.] 

On  the  first  day  of  each  month,  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of 
all  deaths  and  births  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  town  during  the 
previous  month,  whenever  the  deceased  person  or  the  parents  of 
the  child  born  were  resident  in  any  other  city  or  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  clerk  or  register  of  such  city  or  town.  [1880, 
c.  208.] 

Except  within  the  county  of  Suffolk,  within  seven  days  after  the 
ap[)ointment  or  election  and  qualification  of  a  constable,  to  the 
clerks  of  the  courts  of  their  respective  counties  the  names  of  such 
constables.     [18S0,  c.  384.] 

Receipts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  two  sets 
of  general  and  special  ballots,  and  cards  of  instruction,  sent  by 
him.     [1880,  c.  413,  K?.] 

Annually,  witiilu  lifttM'ii  days  from  the  first  day  of  January,  to 
the  Insurance  Commissioner,  a  transcript  from  his  book  of  record 
of  the  record  of  lires  for  each  year.     [1880,  c.  4r)l,  §  1.] 

*()n  the  first  da;/ of  every  month,  and  also  two  days  before 
every  election,  to  the  registrars  of  voters,  a  list,  in  towns  which 
have  been  divided  into  i)recincts,  of  the  names  of  all  male  persons 
ovrr  twenty-one  years  of  age  deceased  within  the  preceding  month. 
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or  since  the  last  time  of  sending  such  list,  with  the  precinct,  street, 
and  number,  if  any,  where  such  person  last  resided.  [1800,  c. 
423,  §  39.] 

*  Within  ten  days  after  the  division  of  the  town  into  voting 
precincts,  or  of  any  change  in  the  number  of  such  precincts,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  notice  stating  therein  the  num- 
ber of  precincts  then  existing  in  the  town.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  72.] 

*  Within  ten  days  of  the  discontinuance  of  voting  precincts  in  a 
town,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  notice  in  writing 
thereof.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  73.] 

To  the  board  of  registrars  of  voters,  check  lists  used  at  any 
election.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  100.] 

To  the  selectmen,  statements  filed  specifying  wherein  the  returns 
of  votes  made  by  them  are  deemed  in  error.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  104.] 

Such  copies  of  the  records  of  amended  returns  of  votes  cast  as 
are  provided  for  original  returns.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  104.] 

Within  ten  days  from  the  day  of  an  election  for  electors  of 
president  and  vice-president,  representatives  in  congress,^  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  councillors,  senators,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
receiver-general,  auditor,  attorue3^-general,  commissioners  of  insol- 
vency, sheriffs,  registers  of  probate  and  insolvency,  district  attor- 
neys or  clerks  of  the  courts,  to  the  Secretar}^  of  the  CommouAvealth, 
copies  of  the  records  of  the  votes,  attested  by  them,  certified  by 
the  selectmen,  and  sealed  up.  In  like  manner  within  ten  days 
after  an  election  for  county  treasurer  or  register  of  deeds,  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  tlieir  several  counties,  such  copies  of  the 
records  of  the  votes ;  and  within  ten  days  after  an  election  for 
county  commissioners,  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  their  several 
counties,  such  copies  of  the  records  of  the  votes  ;  but  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  tiie  return  of  votes  for  register  of  deeds  shall  be  made 
to  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Boston,  and  in  Revere  and  Winthrop 
the  returns  of  the  votes  for  county  commissioners  shall  be  made  to 
the  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  county  of  Middlesex.  [1890,  c. 
423,  §  108.] 

Within  fifteen  days  after  the  day  of  an  election  for  representa- 
tives in  the  general  court,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
attested  copies  of  the  records  of  the  votes  cast  for  all  candidates 
for  said  oflice  in  each  voting  precinct,  or  in  each  town  not  divided 
into  voting  precincts.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  155.] 

Forthwith,  to  the  moderator  of  a  town  meeting,  a  written  state- 
ment of  ten  or  more  qualified  voters  that  they  have  reason  to 

» The  clerks,  in  making  their  returns  of  votes  for  rcpresentativeis  in  congress,  shall 
transmit  them  in  er)velopes  expressing  on  the  outside  tiie  district  in  which  the  votes 
were  given.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  166.] 
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believe  that  an  error  was  made  in  ascertaining  or  declaring  the 
result  of  the  election.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  22G.] 

He  shall  receive  fees  as  follows  :  — 

For  obtaining,  recording,  indexing,  and  returning  the  facts 
relating  to  marriages  occurring  in  the  town,  fifteen  cents  ;  those 
relating  to  births,  fifty  cents ;  for  deaths  returned  to  him  by 
parents,  physicians,  sextons,  and  others,  twenty  cents  for  each  of 
the  [Irst  twenty  entries,  and  ten  cents  for  each  subsequent.  For 
each  death  not  returned  but  obtained  by  him,  thirty-five  cents,  as 
the  same  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Jn  towns  containing  more  than  ten  thousand  inliabitants,  the 
aggregate  compensation  may  be  limited.     [P.  S.,  c.  32,  §  12.] 

For  comj)aring  and  certifying  all  copies  properly  and  correctly 
made,  reasonable  fees.     [1\  8.,  c.  37,  §  13.] 

For  recording  the  copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  at  a 
meeting  at  -svhich  a  cori)oration  of  pi'oprietors  of  meeting  houses 
is  organized,  the  same  fees  to  which  registers  of  deeds  are  entitled 
for  like  services.    [P.  S.,  c.  38,  §  29.] 

For  recording  a  license  to  plant,  grow,  and  dig  oysters,  fifty 
cents.    [P.  S.,  c.  91,  §  98.] 

For  recording  a  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  one  dollar. 
[F.  .S.,  c.  100,  §  5.] 

For  each  dog  license,  twenty  cents.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  84.] 

For  recording  a  steamboat  license,  one  dollar.  [P.  S.,  c.  102, 
§  121.] 

For  recording  certificates  of  married  women  doing  or  proposing 
to  do  business  on  their  own  account,  the  fees  allowed  for  recording 
mortgages  of  personal  property.    [P.  S.,  c.  147,  §  12.] 

For  recording  mortgages  of  personal  property,  the  same  fees 
allowed  to  registers  of  deeds.    [P.  S.,  c.  192,  §  4.] 

For  recording  the  statement  filed  by  a  person  putting  a  lien  upon 
a  vessel,  the  same  fee  as  for  recording  mortgages  of  equal  length. 
[P.  S.,  c.  192,  §  la.] 

For  entering  notice  of  intention  of  marriage,  and  issuing  the 
certificate  thereof,  and  for  entering  the  certificate  of  marriage  filed 
by  persons  married  oat  of  the  State,  fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the 
parties.  For  a  certificate  of  a  birth  or  death,  ten  cents. ^  [F.  S., 
c.  199,  §  IG.] 

For  registering  a  person  intending  to  sell  any  article  in  imitation 
of  butter,  fifty  cents.  (This  is  for  the  use  of  tlie  town.)  [188G, 
c.  317,  §  5.] 

»  Douljt  exists  as  to  ibo  meauing  of  this  sentence. 
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For  recording  the  certificate  of  the  owner  or  keeper  of  a  stallion 
for  breeding  purposes,  twenty-five  cents.     [1890,  c.  334,  §  1.] 

For  services  performed  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  relat- 
ing to  elections,  suitable  compensation.    [1890,  c.  4*23,  §  1G3.] 

lie  shall  give  bonds  :  — 

To  his  town  for  the  faithful  accounting  of  all  moneys  received 
by  him  for  dog  licenses  and  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  less  his 
fees,  into  the  treasury  of  his  county.     [1888,  c.  320,  §  1.] 

He  shall  perform  miscellaneous  duties  as  follows  :  — 

Forthwith,  make  a  list  of  all  the  town  officers  elected  or  appointed 
who  are  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office,  who  have  not  been  sworn 
l>y  tlie  moderator,  and  deliver  it  with  a  warrant  to  a  constable, 
summoning  such  persons  to  appear  and  take  the  oath  before  him 
within  seven  days  after  such  notice.     [P.  S.,c.  27,  §  87.] 

Administer  oath  of  ollice  to  all  town  olllcers  who  appear  before 
him  for  tiiat  purpose.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  90.] 

Note  on  every  bond  given  by  a  constable  the  time  when  the  same 
wns  filed.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  115.] 

Furnish  certificates  for  burial  or  removal  from  the  town  of 
human  bodies,  to  undertakers,  sextons,  or  others.  [P.  S.,  c. 
32,  §  5.] 

Give  public  notice  that  he  is  prepared  to  furnish  to  all  physicians 
and  midwives  aj^plying  therefor  blanks  for  returns  of  births.  [P. 
S.,  c.  32,  §  8.] 

^lake  such  distribution  of  blank  forms  for  returns  of  births, 
marriages,  and  de;iths  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
direct.     [P.  S  ,  c.  32,  §  14.] 

Appoint  and  swear  persons  to  ascertain  and  determine  the 
amount  for  which  a  person  is  liable  to  another  who  impounds  his 
beasts.  If  tlie  amount  determined  is  not  paid  within  fourteen  days 
after  t!ie  notice  of  the  im[)ounding,  he  shall,  upon  application, 
issue  a  warrant  to  two  disinterested  ptu-sons,  Avho  shall  detcihiine 
the  costs,  ciiarges,  expcuises,  etc.     [P.  S  ,  c.  30,  §§  34,  35.] 

Make  up  and  complete  all  records  left  incomplete  by  his  prede- 
cessor, from  tlie  files  and  usual  memoranda,  as  far  as  practicable. 
[P.  S.,c.  37,  §  2.] 

Keep  in  the  safe  provided  hy  the  selectmen  all  books  of  record 
or  registry,  and  other  important  documents  and  papers  belonging 
to  the  town,  at  all  times  except  when  they  arc  wanted  for  use. 
[P.  S.,  c.  37,  §  4.] 
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Keep  all  records  and  fdes  open  for  pid)lic  inspection  and  exfuni- 
nation,  and  allo\Y  any  person  to  take  copies  thereof,  and  on  payment 
of  a  reasonable  fee  compare  and  certify  all  copies.  [P.  S.,  c.  .')7, 
§  13.] 

Demand  the  records  and  other  documents  of  ancient  proprietors 
of  townships  or  common  lands  when  such  [X'oprictors  have  ceased 
to  become  a  body  corporate.    [P.  S.,  c.  37,  §  14.] 

Deliver  to  the  school  committee  the  blank  forms  of  inquiry 
and  the  school  registers  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education.    [P.  S.,  c.  4G,  §  1.] 

When  the  school  committee  fails  to  make  either  the  returns  or 
the  report  required  by  law,  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  notify  the  committee  or  the  town  clerk,  and  the  committee  or 
the  clerk  shall  immediately  cause  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
secretary.     [P.  8.,  c.  40,"  §  0.] 

Deliver  to  the  secretary  of  the  school  conmiittee,  tojje  presei-ved, 
one  copy  of  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  of  the 
secretary.    [P.  8.,  c.  40,  §  12.] 

Upon  application,  issue  a  warrant  to  two  disinterested  persons, 
to  be  appointed  by  him,  requiring  them  to  appraise  lost  goods  or 
stray  beasts.    [P.  8.,  c.  95,  §  4.] 

8ign  every  license  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the 
town.     [P.  8.,  c.  100,  §  5.] 

Deliver  to  a  constable  for  service  a  copy  of  an  order  passed  by 
the  selectmen,  prescribing  the  disposition,  alteration,  or  regulation 
of  a  burnt  or  dangerous  building.     [P.  8.,  c.  101,  §  1.] 

Deliver  to  a  constable  for  service  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the 
s  electmen,  regulating  steam  engines,  furnaces,  etc.  [P.  8.,  c. 
,Pt->,  §  42.] 

Register,  number,  describe,  and  license  every  dog  kept  in  the 
tou'u.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  80.] 

8ee  that  every  license  issued  to  the  owner  of  a  dog  has  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  dogs  known  as  hydi'ophol)ia. 
[P.  8.,  c.  102,  §  8;].]  * 

Make  a  certificate  of  the  oath  of  a  person  who  swears  before  him 
th:it  he  suspects  a  dog  to  be  dangerous  or  mischievous.  [P.  8., 
c.  102,  §  95.] 

Sign  all  licenses  granted  to  keepers  of  intelligence  olllces ; 
dealers  in  jvmk,  old  metals,  and  second-hand  articles  ;  pawn 
brokers  ;  and  keepers  of  billiard  saloons,  pool  or  sii)pio  rooms,  and 
bowling  alleys.    TP.  8.,  c.  102,  §  124.] 

Give  Avritten  notice,  in  person  or  by  leaving  at  the  j)lace  of 
business  designated  in  the.  license,  to  all  intelligence-oincc  keep- 
ers, etc.,  of  the  revocation  of  the  license,  and  note  the  revo- 
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cation  on  the  face  of  the  record  of  the  license.  [P.  S.,  c.  102, 
§  127.] 

Deliver  to  parties  intending  to  be  joined  in  marriage  a  certificate 
under  his  hand,  with  the  facts  required  by  law.  [P.  S.,  c.  14,'), 
§  17.] 

Attend,  with  the  selectmen,  at  his  office  or  some  other  place,  the 
drawing  of  jurors.     [P.  S.,  c.  170,  §  18.] 

Give  a  permit  for  the  removal  of  the  dead  body  of  a  person  who 
has  died  of  a  dangerous  disease,  but  not  until  he  has  received  from 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  the  death  occurred  a  certificate 
stating  the  cause  of  death,  and  that  said  body  has  been  prepared 
in  the  manner  prescribed.     [1883,  c.  124,  §  2.] 

Notify  trustees  of  public  libraries  of  their  election.  [1888,  c. 
304,  §  3.] 

In  towns  Avhere  there  is  no  board  of  health,  give  permits  for  the 
burial  or  removal  of  human  bodies.    [1888,  c.  300.] 

Send  to  the  election  oQicers  of  each  voting  place,  before  the 
opening  of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  the  election,  one  set  of  ballots 
duly  prepared,  sealed,  and  marked  for  such  voting  place.  Upon 
the  requisition  in  writing  of  the  presiding  election  officer,  he  shall 
furnish  the  second  set  of  ballots.    [1889,  c.  413,  §  18.] 

In  case  the  ballots  to  be  furnished  to  any  town  or  voting  place 
therein  shall  fail  to  be  delivered,  or  after  delivery  shall  be  destroyed 
or  stolen,  cause  other  ballots  to  be  prepared  and  furnished.  [1889, 
c.  413,  §  19.] 

Deliver  the  pamphlet  editions  of  the  laws  to  such  inhabitants  as 
make  application  therefor.    [1889,  c.  440,  §  3.] 

Demand  of  the  person  having  possession  of  them  the  records  and 
registers  of  a  church  or  religious  society  which  has  ceased  to  have 
a  legal  existence.    [1890,  c.  227.] 

*  Prepare  all  ballots  for  use  in  town  elections.  [1890,  c.  38G,  §  7.] 

*  Provide  full  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  the  voters  at  town 
elections,  as  to  obtaining  ballots,  as  to  the  manner  of  making  them, 
and  the  method  of  obtaining  assistance,  and  as  to  obtaining  new 
ballots  in  place  of  those  accidentally  spoiled  ;  and  shall  cause  the 
same,  together  v/ith  copies  of  sections  twenty-seven,  twenty-eight, 
twenty-nine,  and  thirty  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  thirteen  of 
the  Acts  of  tiie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  any 
amendments  thereof,  to  be  printed  inhirge,  clear  type,  on  separate 
cards,  to  be  called  cards  of  instructions.  Also  cause  to  be  printed 
on  tinted  paper,  and  witliout  tiie  endorsements,  ten  or  more  copies 
of  the  form  of  the  ballot  provided  for  such  election,  which  shall  be 
called  specimen  ballots,  and  shall  be  furnished  with  the  other 
ballots  provid(>d  therefor.     [1890,  c.  38G,  §  10.] 
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*  At  least  four  days  prior  to  the  day  of  the  election  cause  to 
be  conspicuously  posted  in  one  or  more  public  places  a  pointed 
list  containing  the  names  and  residences  of  all  candidates  to  be 
voted  for  in  the  town,  and  any  designation  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion live  of  chapter  three  Imndred  and  eighty-six  of  the  Acts  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety,  substantially  in 
the  form  of  the  general  ballot  to  be  so  used  therein.  [1890,  c. 
38G,  §  11.] 

*  Pack  the  ballots,  together  with  the  specimen  ballots  and  cards 
of  instructions  printed  by  him,  in  sealed  packages,  with  marks  on 
the  outside  designating  the  number  of  ballots  of  each  kind  enclosed. 
[1800,  c.  nSG,  §  12.] 

*  Befori!  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  election,  deliver 
the  btdlots  to  the  ballot  clerks,  who  shall  receipt  therefor,  whicii 
receipt  sliall  be  kept  in  his  office.  Before  the  opening  of  the  polls 
cause  the  cards  of  instructions  to  be  posted  at  or  in  each  voting 
shelf  or  compartment  provided  for  the  marking  of  the  ballots,  not 
less  than  three  such  cards  and  not  less  than  five  specimen  ballots 
to  be  posted  in  or  about  the  polling  room  outside  the  guard  rails. 
[1890,  c.  38G,  §  14.] 

Serve  as  one  of  the  registers  of  voters.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  18.] 
Except  as  provided,  act  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  registrars  of 
voters ;  keep  a  full  and  faithful  record  of  its  proceedings,  and 
procure  the  serving  or  posting  of  such  notices  as  the  registrars 
may  require.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  18.] 

*  In  towns  having  less  than  three  hundred  registered  voters 
constitute  with  the  selectmen  a  board  of  registrars  of  voters,  and 
perform  all  the  duties  and  be  subject  to  all  the  liabilities  imposed 
by  this  act  and  acts  in  amendment  hereof  upon  registrars  of  voters. 
[1890,  c.  423,  §  59.] 

Direct  the  distribution  to  the  voters  at  the  polling  places  of  the 
ballots  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  voting 
upon  the  question  of  granting  licenses  for  tlie  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  83.] 

At  the  expense  of  his  town  provide  therein  places  for  the  safe 
and  suitable  keeping  of  the  ballot-boxes  furnished  by  the  Common- 
wealth ;  have  the  care  and  custody  thereof ;  see  that  they  are  kept 
in  good  order  and  repair ;  and  if  any  of  them  arc  lost,  or  irrepar- 
ably damaged,  at  the  expense  of  said  city  or  town  replace  the  same 
by  similar  ballot-boxes.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  87.] 

Send  to  the  election  officers  of  each  precinct  or  of  the  town 
before  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the  day  of  any  State  election, 
or  meeting  at  which  t\ni  ballot-box  is  required  by  law  to  be  used, 
the  ballot-box  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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with  such  ballot-box  seals  and  other  ballot-boxes  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  the  selectmen.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  89.] 

*  Furnish  to  the  clerk  of  each  precinct  a  seal  of  suitable  device, 
the  design  for  which  shall  include  the  number  or  designation  of  the 
precinct  for  which  it  is  furnished.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  89.] 

lie  and  the  selectmen  or  the  election  officers,  as  the  case  may  be, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  tellers,  if  any,  shall  receive,  sort,  and 
count  votes  cast  at  State  elections  ;  and  as' soon  as  the  polls  close 
shall  proceed  to  canvass  the  votes.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  95.] 

*  May  furnish  a  copy  of  a  check  list  after  it  has  been  used  in 
any  precinct,  upon  the  application  of  not  less  than  ten  legal  voters 
resident  therein.  Immediately  upon  sucli  copy  being  furnished, 
the  check  list  shall  be  again  sealed  up,  with  a  new  certificate 
attached,  by  which  the  identity  and  original  condition  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  a  majority  of  the  selectmen,  or  by  him,  as  the  case  may 
be.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  9.S.] 

Preserve  in  his  custody  the  check-lists  used  at  any  election  for 
the  same  length  of  time  as  is  required  by  law  for  the  preservation 
of  ballots.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  100.] 

If  within  thirty  days  next  following  the  day  of  an  election  a 
person  who  received  votes  for  any  olhce  at  said  election  serves,  by 
himself,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  upon  him  a  statement  in  writing 
claiming  an  election  to  such  office,  or  declaring  an  intention  to 
contest  the  election  of  any  other  person  who  has  received,  or  who 
may  receive,  a  certificate  of  election  for  the  same,  he  shall  retain 
the  envelope  containing  the  ballots  thrown  at  such  election  sealed 
as  provided  by  law,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  body  to  which 
either  of  said  persons  may  claim  or  be  held  to  have  been  elected, 
or  of  the  board  required  by  law  finally  to  examine  the  returns  and 
issue  certificates  of  election,  or  until  such  claim  is  withdrawn,  or 
such  election  is  decided  by  the  authority  competent  to  finally  deter- 
mine the  same.  In  all  such  cases  said  body  or  board  may  order  him 
to  appear  before  them  and  bring  with  him  the  envelopes  contain- 
ing the  ballots  cast  at  said  election.  Said  clerk  shall  appear 
according  to  said  order.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  103.] 

Upon  a  recount  of  votes  by  the  selectmen,  upon  their  certificate, 
alter  and  amend  such  of  tlie  town  and  precinct  returns  as  have  been 
proved  erroneous,  and  amend  the  town  records  in  accordance  with 
such  amended  returns.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  104.] 

lie  and  the  selectmen  and  election  officers  in  towns  and  precincts 
com[)osing  a  part  of  a  representative  district,  in  open  town  and 
precinct  meetings  shall  forthwith,  upon  the  vote  of  representative 
being  recorded,  make  out  under  their  hands,  and  seal  up  and 
deliver  to  their  respective  clerks,  a  true  transcript  of  such  record. 
[1890,  c.  423,  §  149.] 
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The  clerks  of  cities,  towns,  wards,  and  precincts  composing  a 
representative  district,  shall  meet  at  noon  on  the  tenth  day  follow- 
ing an  election  for  representatives  at  a  place  designated  ;  provided, 
however,  that  such  clerks  shall  meet  on  the  fourth  day  following  an 
election  for  representatives  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Such  clerks  shall 
examine  and  compare  such  transcripts,  and  ascertain  what  persons 
have  been  elected.  If  any  error  appears  in  the  transcript  or 
return,  the  clerks  shall  forthwith  give  notice  thereof  to  the  ofhcers 
required  to  make  the  return,  and  such  ollicers  shall  forthwith,  in 
conformity  to  the  truth  and  under  oath,  make  a  new  return,  which, 
whether  made  with  or  without  such  notice,  shall  be  received  and 
examined  by  said  clerks  within  two  days  after  the  time  appointed 
for  the  meeting ;  and  for  that  purpose  the  meeting  may  be 
adjourned  not  exceeding  two  da^^s.  No  return  shall  be  rejected 
when  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate  can  be  ascer- 
tained.    [1890,  c.  -123,  §  IT)!.] 

At  the  meeting  of  clerks  to  determine  choice  of  representatives, 
make  out  under  his  hand  a  complete  return  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  for  whom  votes  were  given  in  the  district,  and  the  number 
of  votes  for  each  person.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  152.] 

Shall  preside  during  the  election  of  a  moderator,  if  present. 
AVheu  so  presiding,  shall  have  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties 
of  a  moderator.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  215.] 

"When  required  to  preside  at  town  meetings,  may  appoint  tellers 
to  aid  him  in  checking  the  names  of  voters  or  in  assorting  and 
counting  votes ;  shall  swear  such  tellers  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  make  a  record  of  the  taking  of  such  oath. 
[1890,  c.  423,  §  222.] 

Within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  filing  of  the  certificate  of  a 
moderator  of  a  town  meeting,  giving  the  result  of  a  recount  of  the 
votes  cast,  cause  a  copy  to  be  delivered  to,  or  left  at  the  residence 
of,  the  person  declared  in  open  town  meeting  to  have  been  elected, 
and  to  the  person  who  by  such  certificate  appears  to  have  been 
elected.    [1890,  c.  423,  §  22G.] 

Keep  all  files  and  records  relating  to  itinerant  vendors  in  con- 
venient form,  and  open  for  public  inspection.     [1890,  c.  448,  §  7.] 

Whenever  a  person  is  liable  therefor,  and  after  demands  made 
by  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  he  is  located,  refuses  or  neg- 
lects to  pay  the  license  fee  as  an  itinerant  vendor,  may  in  his  own 
name,  but  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  town,  maintain  an  action 
of  contract  or  trustee  process  therefor  in  like  manner  as  for  his 
own  debt.    [1890,  c.  448,  §  11.] 


In  many  towns,  in  addition  to  the  a1)ove  duties,  addi- 
tional duty  is  imi)()sc(l  by  by-laws.     It  is  expected  that 
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the  clerk  will  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  following  sec- 
tion :  — 

Selectmen  shall  have  all  papers  and  documents  duly  filed  and 
arranged  conveniently  for  examination  and  reference.  [P.  S., 
c.  37,  §  2.] 

A  duty  to  be  performed  jointly  with  others  is  required  by 
the  following  section  :  — 

When  clerks  of  cities,  towns,  wards,  and  precincts  composing  a 
district,  at  their  meeting  for  the  purpose,  ascertain  that  a  repre- 
sentative is  elected  in  their  district,  they  or  a  majority  of  tlunn 
shall  make  out  duplicate  certificates  thereof,  and  shall  transmit 
them  within  fifteen  days  after  the  day  of  election,  one  to  the  ollice 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  other  by  a  con- 
stable or  other  authorized  ofHcer  to  the  person  elected.  [1800,  c. 
423,  §  154.] 

He  shall  be  sul)ject  to  the  following  penalties  :  — 

To  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
neglecting  or  refusing,  within  thirty  days,  to  transmit  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonw^ealth  and  to  the  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  a  certified  copy  of  any  vote  of  tlie  town  to  subscribe 
to  the  stock  of  a  railroad  company,  or  to  pledge  its  credit  or  to 
grant  aid  to  the  same.    [P.  S.,  c.  27,  §  *JU.] 

To  forfeit  not  less  than  twenty  dollars  nor  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  for  ench  refusal  or  neglect  to  perform  any  duty  required  of 
him  in  regard  to  the  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  [P. 
S.,  c.  32,  §  12.] 

To  forfeit  for  each  offence  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perforin 
any  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  chapter  thirty-seven  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  ten  dollars.     [P.  S.,  c.  37,  §  1(5.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  refusing  or  wil- 
fully neglecting  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
tlie  provisions  of  chapter  102  of  the  Public  Statutes,  relating  to 
dogs.    [P.  S.,  c.  102,  §  104.] 

To  forfeit  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  issuing  a  certifi- 
cate of  marriage  to  a  male  under  twenty-one,  or  to  a  female  under 
eighteen,  when  he  has  reasonable  cause  to  suppose  the  person  to  be 
under  that  age,  except  upon  application  and  consent  in  writing  of 
the  parent,  master,  or  guardian  of  such  })erson.  [P.  S.,  c.  Mo, 
§  18.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  neglecting  any  of  the 
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duties  required  of  the  clerk  in  connection  with  drawing  of  jurors 
whereby  they  are  not  drawn  and  sunnnoned.     [P.  S.,  c  170,  §  45.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  for  fraud  in  the 
drawing  of  jurors.     [P.  S.,  c.  170,  §  47.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  tAventy-five  dollars  for  improperly  giving 
a  burial  certificate.     [1887,  c.  03;').] 

To  pay  the  amount  with  damnges  nnd  interest  of  his  ollicial  bond 
for  neglecting  to  pay  to  the  county  treasurer  the  money  due  for 
dog  licenses.     [1888,  c.  320,  §  2.] 

To  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  in  jail  for  not  more  than  one  year, 
or  by  both,  for  wilfully  neglecting  to  perform  any  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  ballot  act,  or  by  wilfully  performing  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  hinder  the  objects  of  the  act.    [1881),  c.  413,  §  30.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  examining  or 
permitting  to  be  examined  the  envelopes  containing  the  ballots 
thrown  at  any  election.     [1800,  c.  423,  §  101.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  or  imprisonment  in 
the  house  of  correction  for  twenty  days  for  making  any  statement 
relative  to  an  election  [)rior  to  the  puljlic  declaration  of  the  vote. 
[181)0,  c.  423,  §  124.] 

To  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
failing  to  make  return  of  the  votes  given  in  conformity  with  tho. 
provisions  of  law.     [1890,  c.  423,  §  141.] 

To  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  for  wilfully 
signiug  a  certificate  not  in  conformity  with  the  result  of  an  election, 
as  appears  by  the  transcripts  and  returns,  or  by  a  recount  of  votes. 
[18'J(),  c.  423,  §  102.] 

To  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  luindred  nor  less  tluiii  thirty 
dollars  for  wilfully  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  any  duty 
required  of  him  by  the  provisions  of  Title  III.  of  chapter  423  of 
the  Acts  of  181)0.     [18'J0,  c.  423,  §  If.O.] 

City  CLEiavs. 

The  duties  of  the  city  clerks,  while  in  many  respects  the 
same  us  those  of  the  town  clerks,  vary  according  to  the 
eliai-ters  and  ordinances  of  their  respective  cities.  The 
aiiiouiit  of  labor  devolving  upon  them  depends  so  largcdy 
upon  the  assistance  alh)we(l  them  that  I  have  not  considered 
the  mailer  of  tlieii'  compensation.  Their  relations  to  the 
meml)ers  of  their  city  governments  arc  so  intimate  that 
their  duties  should  he  known  to  them,  and  the  compensation 
made  [)ro[)er  without  h^gishition. 
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Safes  and  Vaults. 

The  general  condition  of  affairs  in  regard  to  the  want  of 
safes  is  set  forth  under  the  head  of  "  Town  Records  ;  "  this 
particuhu-  part  of  the  report  relates  chiefly  to  tlie  action 
taken  to  remedy  this  want. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1890,  a  copy  of  the  following 
circular  was  sent  to  every  town  :  — 

Selectmen  of  . 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  in  some  of  the  towns  where  the  matter 
of  the  purchase  of  safes  for  the  records  is  under  consideration, 
two  mistakes  are  liable  to  be  made,  viz.  :  — 

First.    The  failure  to  procure  safes  sufiicient  to  contnin  all  tlie 

l)Ooks  of  record  or  registry  and  other  important  docuuients  or 
pai)ers  "  which  the  statute  requires  shall  be  kept  iu  the  safes.  The 
records  of  tlie  town  clerk,  selectmen,  assessors,  collectors,  school 
comniitti'e,  and  other  town  ollicers,  should  all  be;  in  safi's,  and  the 
accumulation  of  these  records  should  be  provided  for. 

jS('ru)i(L  The  failure  to  procure  absolutely  iire-proof  safes. 
Certainly  no  safes  should  l.)e  purchased  which  the  seller  will  not 
claim  to  be  lire-proof,  as  they  will  not  comply  with  the  statute 
requir("ments. 

I  would  renew  the  recommendation  in  regard  to  vaults,  made  in 
my  r(^])ort  to  the  present  Legislature,  pp.  34,  35  ;  and,  as  1  have 
had  numerous  inquiries  from  town  officers  as  to  the  best  meihods 
of  construction  of  vaults,  I  would  submit  the  following  informa- 
tion furnished  by  a  leading  manufacturer  of  safes  and  vaults  :  — 

X'tiults  should  be  built  of  hard  brick,  laid  in  cement,  as  little 
cement  being  used  as  will  make  good  vork.  'J'his  favors  qiiiek 
drying 

Vault  walls  should  be  sixteen  inches  thick.  These  have  been 
proved  absolutely  safe  in  great  fires,  and  the  diiference  in  expense 
between  a  wall  of  this  thickness  and  one  slightly  thinner  will  be 
insigniiicant. 

Avoid  building  a  vault  in  the  basement. 

Have  the  vault  open  into  a  room  that  gets  direct  sunlight. 

If  possible,  run  a  pipe  from  the  interior  of  the  vault  into  a  Hue. 
A  two-inch  pipe  will  be  sufiicient,  and  will  prove  of  great  benefit  in 
preventing  damj)iiess,  and  cannot  communicate  tire. 

A  vault  should  be  open  at  least  one  day  in  a  week.  Every  vault 
or  .s(^/('  will  be  damp  if  not  often  opened. 

The  slight  dampness  arising  from  new  material  can  be  quickly 
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absorbed  by  placing  lime  in  the  vault,  and  removing  it  as  fast  as 
it  becomes  slacked.  It  should  be  placed  in  a  non-combustible 
vessel,  to  avoid  any  danger  from  lire. 

Plans  for  building  a  vault  can  be  seen  at  this  otlice,  or  will  be 
forwarded  to  you  if  requested. 

Detail  construction  plans  in  blue  print  were  sent  to  forty- 
live  towns,  chiefly  l\y  recjuest.  In  a  few  towns  the  select- 
men, wishing  to  have  the  approval  of  the  town  in  the 
ex})enditure  for  a  safe  or  vault,  inserted  an  ai'ticie  in  the 
town  meeting  warrant  to  see  what  sum  would  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose,  but  an  appropriation  was  refused. 
In  one  town  where  the  town  voted  money  tV)r  a  safe,  the 
selectmen  laid  i)lans  for  building  a  vault,  and  op[)osition 
was  made  l)y  a  citizen.  In  these  cases  I  was  appealed  to, 
and  requested  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney-General  upon  both  matters.  His  opin- 
ion is  given  in  the  following  letter. 

Boston,  June  4,  1300. 
To  llis  Kxeellency  Jonx  Q.  A.  Bkagkett,  Governor. 

Dkar  Shi  :  —  J  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  yours  of  the  2d  instant, 
asking  my  opinion  on  the  question,  ''Can  city  governments  nnd 
selectmen  erect  brick  vaults  in  the  place  of  fire-proof  safes,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  37,  section  4,  of  the  l^lblic  Statutes?" 

The  language  of  the  section  is  :  "  City  governments  and  select- 
men shall  provide,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  cities  and 
towns,  lire-proof  safes  of  ample  size  for  the  ]n"eservatiou  of  books 
of  record  or  registry,  and  other  important  documents  or  })a[)ers 
■belonging  to  such  cities  and  towns  :  and  the  clerk  of  each  city  and 
town  shall  keep  in  the  safe  so  provided  all  such  books,  papers,  and 
documents  at  all  times  except  when  they  are  wanted  for  use." 

A  brick  vault,  properly  constructed,  in  my  opinion  would  be  a 
fir(>-proof  safe.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  safe  should  be  an  iron 
safe.  The  provisions  of  the  law  would  be  answered  if  a  properly 
constructed  lire-proof  brick  vaidt,  or  fire-proof  iron  safe,  should 
be  provided. 

The  law  is  that  tlie  "  city  governments  and  the  selectmen  shall 
provide  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns." 

Jt  is  the  dut}'  of  the  city  governments  and  the  selectmen  of 
towns  to  provide  the  fire-proof  safes,  as  the  law  provides,  regard- 
less of  the  question  whether  a  city  or  town  has  or  will  refuse  to 
appropriate  money  to  pay  for  tluan.    The  expenses  of  the  safes 
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Tvonld  be  a  valid  claim  against  the  cities  and  towns,  and  the  col- 
lection thereof  from  the  cities  and  toA\Tis  could  be  enforced  by  law. 

It  would  be  their  duty  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  to  pay 
such  expenses,  and  it  mny  l)e,  though  of  this  I  nm  not  certain,  that, 
after  the  expense  had  been  incurred,  an  indictment  under  section 
IG  of  said  chapter  would  lie  against  a  city  or  town  for  a  refusal 
or  neglect  to  perform  such  duty.  The  city  government  and  select- 
men of  towns,  I  think,  miglit  be  subject  to  indictment  for  a  non- 
performance of  their  duties,  and  could  also  be  by  mandamus,  or 
some  other  suitable  process,  compelled  specifically  to  discharge  their 
duties  and  provide  the  safes. 

Very  respectfully  j^ours, 

A.  J.  Waterman, 
Attorney-General. 

In  many  towns  there  is  at  present  no  suitable  place  for  a 
vault,  as  the  town  owns  no  building;  but  in  several,  where 
there  is  an  excellent  location  for  a  vault,  safes  have  been 
procured.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  as  a  vault  s})aci()us 
enough  for  the  records  for  many  years  to  come,  can  l)c  built 
for  the  cost  of  a  safe  not  large  enough  for  all  the  records  in 
the  tow'n  to-day  ;  and  I  would  urge  in  the  strongest  manner 
the  building  of  vaults  wherever  possible,  and  would  also 
caution  tlie  selectmen  against  the  mistake  already  made,  and 
fully  a[)preciated  in  the  towns  that  have  made  it,  of  building 
the  vault  too  small. 

Having  had  numerous  requests  from  selectmen  for  the 
names  of  towns  where  good  vaults  can  be  seen,  I  append 
the  following  list  of  towns  wdiicli  I  visited  having  spacious 
ones,  a  few  of  wdiicli,  however,  need  improvement  in  the 
matter  of  security  and  dryness  :  Amherst,  Beverl}',  Cot- 
tage Cit}^  Dan  vers,  Easton,  Greenfield,  Groton,  Ipswich, 
Kingston,  Littleton,  INIarblehead,  Milford,  Milton,  North 
Adams,  Pep|)crell,  Pittsfield,  Stoughton,  Topslield,  Wal- 
pole,  Wellesley,  Westford,  West  Stock1)ri(lge,  and  AVin- 
chester. 

Towns  needing  new  safes  and  those  wishing  to  dis[)ose  of 
old  ones  which  are  too  small  may  be  brought  into  corre- 
spondence to  their  mutual  advantage  ])y  notifying  me.  In 
some  very  small  towns,  wdiich,  however,  are  among  the  old- 
est, the  providing  of  vaults  or  a  sullicicnt  number  of  safes 
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for  the  accumulation  of  records  and  papers  will  be  quite  a 
linancial  burden,  and  I  submit  the  suggestion  made  to  mo 
that  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  be  asked  to  assist  such. 

Copying. 

While  the  law  requires  that,  "when  the  records  of  a 
count^s  city,  or  town  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or 
illegible,  the  county  commissioners,  city  government,  or  ■ 
selectmen    shall  have  fair  and  legible  copies  seasonably 
made,"'  there  are  few  of  the  oldest  towns  where  the  copy- 
ing has  not  been  neglected.    I  have  not,  however,  urged  the 
copying,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  well  done. 
I  am  informed  by  persons  making  use  of  co[)ies  that  many 
are  worse  than  useless,  owing  to  inaccuracies,  especially  in 
[)ro[)er  names,  and  one  clerk  refuses  to  certify  a  copy  made 
without  his  supervision  because  of  its  known  errors.  The 
copying  has  in  some  instances  jeopardized  the  whole  record, 
for  the  reason  that,  after  a  copy  has  been  made,  the  origi- 
nal records  are  thought  to  be  worthless  and  little  care  has 
been  taken  of  them  ;  whereas,  from  the  fact  that  they  have 
not  been  certified  they  are  not  a  record,  and  the  loss  of  the 
origin:d  would  destroy  all  record.    The  uncertified  copies 
hhould  be  certified  at  once;  l)ut  here  arises  a  difficulty,  for, 
while  the  statute  re(]uires  that  the  copies  shall  i)e  certified 
by  the  clerk  of  the  ofiice  in  which  they  are  made,  he  can- 
not be  ex[)ected    to  certify  them  when  he   is  receiving 
wholly  inadequate  compensation  for  the  duties  which  the 
current  afiairs  of  the  town  require  of  him  ;  and  the  same 
difficulty  arises  in  regard  to  copies  to  l)e  made,  for,  while  a 
few  of  the  clerks  are  qualified  and  so  situated  that  they 
might  make  copies,  a  large  proportion  of  them  cannot  give 
the  time  necessary  for  undertaking  the  w^ork,  and  would 
not  feel  themselves  qualified  to  do  so  if  they  could. 

Copies  have  been  made  with  [)oor  ink  which  is  fast  disap- 
])earing,  and  poor  pai)er  has  been  used.  Records  have  l)een 
kept  in  the  homes  of  the  copyists,  in  violation  of  law,  expos- 
ing them  to  unnecessary  risk.  Experts  who  have  given  atten- 
tion to  the  most  ancient  records  and  can  read  the  chirography 
are  extremely  few,  and  are  usually  aged  men  who  cannot 
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long  continue  in  the  work.  What  is  needed,  if  tlie  Com- 
monwealth wishes  to  preserve  her  history  as  it  is  written 
in  the  records  of  her  parishes  and  towns,  is  a  systematic 
copying  of  the  records  by  a  class  of  copyists  trained  to  the 
work  and  properly  supervised  in  the  matter  of  suital>le  ink 
and  paper,  who  shall  do  the  work  in  places  where  the  rec- 
ords shall  be  absolutely  safe.  It  would  seem  as  if  this 
might  properly  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  would  again  suggest  and  urge  that  towns  which  have 
made  copies  of  their  records  keep  the  originals  and  copies 
in  separate  fire-proof  places. 

Binding. 

Though  the  statute  requires  that  all  records  shall  be  sub- 
stantially bound,  little  attention  has  been  given  to  binding 
such  as  were  originally  unbound  or  to  rebinding  those  that 
needed  it. 

By  the  detailed  report  upon  the  records  in  the  towns,  it 
will  be  seen  tliat  most  of  the  early  valuation  and  tax  lists 
were  made  in  pamphlet  form,  and  those  have  remained 
unbound,  becoming  worn  and  mutilated  and  much  more 
liable  to  be  lost  than  if  bound.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  binding  of  these  and  other  pamphlets  which  are  in  com- 
paratively good  condition,  but  there  arc  difHculties  in  tlie 
way  of  binding  the  badly  dilapidated  volumes. 

It  is  difficult  to  accuratcl}^  describe  the  condition  of  some 
of  these  old  volumes.  Many  of  them  are  out  of  the  original 
])archment  covers,  and  the  stitching  has  given  way,  causing 
the  leaves  to  become  loose  and  misplaced  ;  constant  hand- 
ling, becoming  more  and  more  careless  as  the  volumes  seem 
to  be  considered  more  and  more  worthless,  has  broken  the 
brittle  paper,  and  the  edges  of  the  leaves  have  worn  away  to 
a  considerable  depth,  until  the  vohunes  are  considered  past 
redemption,  and  are  shown  as  curiosities  only.  The  skilful 
work  done  on  apparently  worthless  papers  in  the  office  of 
the  supreme  judicial  court,  and  on  bound  volumes  of  old 
records  in  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Boston  sIk)ws  that  there 
are  none  of  these  records  ^vlli('h  cannot,  be  saved  fi'om  further 
destruction  and  renovated  bvlhe  use  of  transparent  adhesive 
paper. 
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But  when  T  sngo-cst  that  this  be  dono,  T  am  met  by  the 
question,  "Who  is  to  do  it?"  Under  the  present  system 
of  compensation  tlie  clerk  cannot  be  expected  to  give  his 
time  to  tlie  work,  and  usnally  is  not  authorized  to  incur  the 
cx[)ense.  jNIoreover,  it  is  expert  work,  and  the  persons 
competent  to  do  it  are  few.  If  the  records  are  sent  in  their 
present  condition  to  the  l)inder,  there  is  danger  tliat  frag- 
ments of  pages  will  be  lost.  These  fragments  may  contain 
a  date  or  a  name  wln'ch  is  the  important  part  of  the  record, 
the  value  of  wliich  an  expert  would  appreciate.  Under  the 
statute  requiring  the  clerk  to  kce[)  the  records  in  a  safe  at 
all  times  when  not  in  use,  he  doubts  his  authority  to  send 
tlie  records  a\Yay,  not  knowing  the  provision  to  ])e  made  for 
their  safe  keeping. 

The  binding  of  the  county  records  is  a  source  of  anxiety 
to  the  recording  officers.  The  utmost  precaution  is  taken  in 
regard  to  tlieir  safety,  their  transportation  to  and  from  the 
binderies  being  by  special  messenger,  and  agreements  from 
the  binders  that  the  records  shall  be  in  safes  at  nif>;ht  beincy 
recpiired  by  some  of  the  officers.  For  some  years  tlie  ])ind- 
ing  of  tlie  records  in  the  county  offices  at  Cambridge  was 
done  in  a  room  in  the  basement,  and  the  plan  worked  most 
advantageously.  The  room  is  still  available,  and,  if  the  plan 
could  be  renewed,  it  would  be  an  advantage,  and  would 
furnish  a  safe  })lace  in  which  towns  within  easy  access  could 
have  their  records  repaired  and  bound. 

I  h;ive  been  asked  if  I  would  officially  take  the  su})ervision 
and  responsibility  of  the  work  of  reliinding,  and,  while  I  am 
willing,  I  have  no  !uithority  and  no  place  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  records.  In  this  condition  of  affiiirs  I  submit  whether 
it  would  not  be  well  to  provide  for  the  plticing  of  such  rcu'ords 
as  need  repairing  and  binding  in  my  custody,  to  be  repaired 
and  liound  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  I  am  conhdent  that 
many  of  the  towns  would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  doing 
this,  and  I  am  more  contident  that,  unless  some  ])rovision  is 
made  for  a  systematic  supervision  of  the  work,  many  records 
will  be  handled  in  such  a  way  as  to  injure  tliem  still  further. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  of  the  poor  quality 
of  the  binding  upon  the  books  furnished  by  the  State  for  the 
use  of  the  assessors,  au'l  for  the  recording  of  births,  mar- 
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riages,  and  deaths,  and  several  of  the  cities  and  towns  have 
rebound  them  at  their  own  expense  either  before  or  after  use. 
The  State  should  certainly  set  a  good  example  in  the  matter 
of  the  books  it  furnishes  for  records. 

Printii^g. 

The  partial  security  afl'orded  the  records  by  their  copying 
should  be  made  complete  by  their  printing,  as  has  been 
stated  in  both  of  the  previous  reports.  As  will  be  seen  b}^ 
the  following  list,  the  work  of  printing  the  town  records  has 
been  commenced  in  a  few  of  the  cities  and  towns,  and  other 
cities  and  large  towns  have  the  matter  under  consideration. 
The  printing  must  necessarily  involve  a  considerable  expense, 
which  in  many  of  the  very  small  towns  would  be  quite  a'' 
burden  ;  but  it  often  happens  that  those  small  towns  are 
among  the  most  ancient,  and  consequently  their  records  are 
extremely  valuable.  I  would  respectfully  submit  for  your 
consideration  whether  the  Commonwealth  might  not  ver}^ 
properly  assist  in  the  printing  of  these  records,  forming,  as 
they  do,  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  State. 

The  following  list  of  printed  records  of  cities  and  towns, 
which  are  in  the  jNIassachusetts  Staie  Library,  is  furnished 
by  ]\Ir.  C.  1).  Tillinghast,  acting  librarian  :  — 

Amherst.    Kccords  of  the  town  of  Amherst,  from  1735  to  1788. 

Reprinted  from  the  ' '  Amherst  Record '''  ^  of  1883-4.  Edited 

by  J.  F.  Jameson,  Amherst,  1881. 
Boston.    Reports  of  the  Record  Commissioners  :  — 

First.    Tax  Lists  and  Lists  of  inhabitants  prior  to  1700. 

187G.    Second  Ed.,  1881. 

Second.    Loston  Records,  1G31-1GG0,  and  the  Look  of 
Possessions.    1877.    Second  Ed.,  1881. 
Third.     Charlestown  Lund  Records,  1G38-1802.  1878. 
Second  Ed.,  1883. 

Fourth.    Dorchester  Town  Records.  1880. 
Fifth.    ''Gleaner"  Articles.     Contributed  to  the  Loston 
"  Daily  Transcript"  in  1855  by  the  late  Nathaniel  Ingersoll 
Bowditch,  under  the  signature  of  "Gleimer."  1880. 
Sixth.    Roxbury  Land  and  Church  Records.  1880. 
Sevenih.    Boston  Town  Records,  lGGO-1701.  J881. 
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Eiglith.    Boston  Town  Records,  1700-1728.  1882. 
Ninth.    Boston  Births,  Baptisms,  Marriages,  and  Deaths, 
1G30-1G99.  1883. 

Tenth.  MisceUancous  Papers  :  Will  of  Robert  Keayne ; 
Admissions  to  tlie  Town  of  Boston ;  Tax  Lists,  1G01-1G93  ; 
Abatements  of  Taxes,  1700-1702  ;  Establishment  of  the 
Poor  Fund;  Census  of  1707;  Peprint  of  Boston  Directories, 
with  maps,  1780,  179G,  etc.  188G. 

Eleventh.    Records  of  Boston  Selectmen,  1701-1715.  1884. 
Twelfth.    Boston  Town  Records,  1729-1742.  1885. 
Thirteenth.     Records  of  Boston  Selectmen,  171G-173G. 
1885. 

Fonrteenth.    Boston  Town  Records,  1712-1757.  1885. 
Fifteenth.    Records  of  Boston  Selectmen,  173G-1 742.  1886. 
Sixteenth.    Boston  Town  Records,  1 758-1 7G9.  188G. 
Seventeenth.    Selectmen's  Minutes,  1743-1 753.  1887. 
Eighteenth.     Boston  Town  Records,  1770  through  1777. 
1887. 

Nineteenth.  Selectmen's  Minutes  from  1754  through  1763. 
1887. 

Twentieth.  Selectmen's  Minutes  from  17G4  through  17G8. 
1889. 

Tiventy-first.  Dorchester  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  to 
the  end  of  1825.  1890. 

Braintree.  Records  of  the  town  of  Braintree,  1640-1793. 
Edited  by  Samuel  A.  Bates,  Randolph,  1886. 

Brookline.  Muddy  River  and  Brookline  Records,  1634-1838. 
By  the  inhabitants  of  Brookline,  in  town  meeting.  1875. 

Town  Records  of  Brookline,  IMassachusetts,  1872-1884. 
Published  by  vote  of  the  town.  1888. 

Dedham.  The  Records  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  and 
Intentions  of  Marriage,  in  the  town  of  Dedham.  Volumes 
I.  and  II.  With  an  appendix  containing  records  of  mar- 
riages before  1800,  returned  from  otiier  towns,  under  the 
statute  of  1857,  1635-1845.  Edited  by  Don  Gleason  Hill, 
town  clerk,  Dedham.  1886. 

A  Memorial  volume.  The  record  of  baptisms,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  admissions  to  the  church  and  dismissals 
therefrom,  transcribed  from  the  church  records  in  the  town 
of  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  1638-1845.  Also  all  the 
epitaphs  in  the  ancient  burial  place  in  Dedham,  together  with 
the  other  inscriptions  before  1845  in  the  three ,  parish 
•  ceml'teries.    Edited  by  Don  Gleason  Ilill,  Dedham.  1888. 

Lancaster.    The  early  records  of  Lancaster,  IMassachusetts,  1643- 
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1725.  With  map.  Edited  by  Henry  S.  Nourse,  A.M., 
Lancaster,  1884. 

Tlie  Birth,  Marriage,  and  Death  Register,  Church  Records 
and  Epitaphs,  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts,  IG 13-1850. 
Edited  by  Henry  S.  Nourse,  A.M.,  Lancaster.  1890. 
Manchester.  Town  Records  of  Manchester,  from  the  earliest 
grants  of  kind,  1G3G,  when  a  portion  of  Salem,  until  173G, 
as  contained  in  the  Town  Records  of  Salem,  Second  and 
Third  book  of  Records  of  the  Town  of  Manchester.  Salem, 
1889. 

Plymouth.  Records  of  the  town  of  Plymouth.  Published  by  order 
of  the  Town.    Vol.  I.,  1C3G-1705.    Plymouth,  1889. 

WoBunx.  Woburn  Records  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages, 
from  IGIO  to  1873.  Part  1.  Births.  Alphabetically  and 
chronologically  arranged  by  Edward  F.  Johnson,  Woburn. 
1890. 

Part  2.  Deaths.  With  transcript  of  epitaphs  in  Woburn 
first  and  second  burial  grounds.  By  W.  R.  Cutter  and 
E.  F.  Johnson.  Woburn,  1890 
Worcester.  Early  Records  of  the  town  of  Worcester.  Book  1, 
1722-1739.  Worcester,  1879.  Edited  by  Franklin  P.  Rice. 
In  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections,  Vol.  II. 

Same.  Book  2  (in  same  vol.) ,  1710-1753.  Worcester, 
1880. 

Records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Worcester.  Edited  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice.  Worcester,  1881.  In  Worcester  Society 
of  Antiquity  collections.  Vol.  III. 

Worcester  Town  Records  from  1753-1783.  Edited  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice.  Worcester,  1<S82.  In  AVorcester  Society 
of  Antiquity  collections.  Vol.  IV. 

Records  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Worcester,  IMassachusetts,  from  1731  to 
1737.  Edited  by  Franklin  P.  Rice.  Worcester,  1882. 
In  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections.  Vol.  V. 

Worcester  Town  Records,  1781-1794.  Edited  by  Frank- 
lin P.  Ivice.  Worcester,  1890.  Not  yet  completed.  Nos.  28 
and  21)  of  tlie  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections. 

Value  of  Recohds. 
A  law  to  be  well  enforced  niiist  have  an  np)')roving  senti- 
ment behind  it;  and  in  many  c;ises  the  laws  in  regard  to 
records  have  not  been  enforced  because  the  value  of  the  rec- 
ords was  not  api)reciated,  and  the  laws,  therefore,  seemed 
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uiireason:ible.  Instances  of  special  cases  where  the  towns 
have  saved  or  h)st  money  by  the  existence  or  h)ss  of  their 
records  have  })rovcd  such  effective  arguments  when  repeated 
to  town  officers  that  I  cite  a  few  liere,  with  tlie  hope  that 
they  may  reach  still  others.  One  town  saved  itself  the  sup- 
port of  an  insane  ))auper  who  is  likely  to  be  a  i)ublic  charge 
for  many  years  by  the  possession  of  the  tax  lists  of  1815, 
when  idl  other  evidence  tondt3d  to  establish  her  claim  upon 
the  town.  A  town  and  city  arc  likely  to  have  a  suit  to 
estal)lisli  the  question  of  liability  for  injuries  to  a  i)erson  wi 
the  highway  because  of  a  dispute  as  to  the  boundary  line, 
})erambulation  records  of  which  have  not  been  preserved. 
One  town  saved  directly  one  thousand  dollars,  and  indi- 
rectly much  more,  on  a  school  building  by  the  records  of  the 
school  connnittee.    In  one  town  a  fund  arisinii*  from  the  sale 

o 

of  ministerial  land  cannot  be  apportioned  because  of  the  ina- 
bility to  (Ind  the  record  of  the  use  for  wliich  the  said  lauds 
"were  })reserved  and  appropriated."  '1  he  [>ublic  conunon  in 
one  town  is  likely  to  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  donoi",  when 
by  the  .  possession  of  the  church  records  it  might  revert  to 
the  parish,  or  remain  the  pro[)erly  of  the  town. 

?dany  towns  ai-e  dis[)uting  among  themselves  or  with  the 
Stale  over  a  pau[)er  settlement  claim  which  the  [)osscs^ion 
of  proi)er  records  would  settle,  the  cost  of  the  dis})ute 
heing  more  thiin  the  claim ;  and  many  leel  that  they  are 
unjustly  charged  with  the  support  of  a  [)auper  whosc^  settle- 
ment they  cannot  disprove  by  record.  C(mtrary  to  a  pre- 
vailing idea,  the  towns  which  have  their  records  bearing 
upon  the  matter  of  settlemcMits  are  in  the  best  position,  as 
in  tlie  absence  of  the  record  the  burden  is  u[)on  the  town  to 
disi)rove  evidence  wliich  may  establish  an  unjust  claim, 
whereas  a  just  claim  is  reasonal>ly  sure  of  being  established, 
and  the  record  is  no  disadv^antiige,  even  if  the  town  desires 
to  avoid  its  just  debts. 

R  i:  CO  1  a  J I ng  O ff i c  f  ils. 
I  would  again  urge  that  the  term  of  office  of  recording 
officers  he  lengthened,  especially  that  of  city  and  town 
chirks.     Iv(icoi"ds  \\i\vc  sull\;re(l  from  the  entrance  of  })olitics 
or  local  fe(!ling  into  the  election  of  cU^i'ks.    There  are  [)laces 
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wise  enoLigli  to  look  upon  the  ofBce  as  a  business  office,  and 
to  continue  an  incumbent  as  long  as  he  proves  competent 
and  faitiiful ;  I)ut  there  are  many  wlierc  the  clerk  is  usually 
opposed  at  each  election  by  a  person  of  an  opposite  political 
faith.    This  is  fatal  to  the  maintaining  of  a  lirst-class  office. 

A  clerk  is  hampered  through  the  year  by  the  uncertaint}^ 
of  his  position.  lie  should  do  and  refuse  to  do  many  things 
wliich  would  cause  narrow-minded  people  to  antagonize  him  : 
for  instance,  refuse  to  loan  records  ;  demand  records  of  [)er- 
sons  holding  them  unlawfully ;  and  cause  physicians  and 
undertakers  to  1)e  ]:)rosecuted  f(U'  neglect  to  comi)ly  with  tlie 
law  in  regard  to  the  returns  for  recording.  lie  naturally 
hesitates  to  take  action  which  he  thinks  will  niake  him  ene- 
mies who  will  take  their  reveni^e  at  the  next  election,  lie 
caimot  become  familiar  with  his  records  or  duties  in  a  year; 
and,  if  he  ha})[)ens  to  serve  for  several  years,  and  sees  the 
needs  of  the  office,  he  will  not  undertake  improvements 
Mhich  he  may  have  to  leave  when  hardl}^  begun. 

By  chapter  423  of  the  Acts  of  KSDO,  which  requires  that 
the  town  clerk  shall  be  one  of  the  registrars  of  voters,  he  is 
brought  directly  into  a  partisan  i)()sition,  even  where  the  office 
has  not  before  been  looked  u[)on  as  such  ;  for  not  more  than 
two  of  the  board  shall  be  of  the  same  political  party,  and  he 
nmst  be  classed  with  one.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  for  no  one 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  board  can  fail  to  know  that,  be 
he  ever  so  im[)artial,  he  will  not  escape  being  charged  withpar- 
tisanshi[),  and  his  })()sition  as  clerk  be  endangered.  This  is 
a  distidvantage  to  a  board  as  well  ;  for,  if  a  clerk  belonging 
to  another  party  is  ciiosen,  one  of  the  board  nuist  be  retired 
to  make  the  political  re[)resentati()n  even,  although  his  term 
has  not  expired,  and  the  experience  of  the  clerk  and  one  other 
})ers()n  is  lost  in  making  the  records  of  the  registrars  for  the 
next  year. 

The  clerks  with  whom  I  Iiave  conversed  u})on  this  subject 
are  unanimous  in  their  o})inion  that  the  statute  should  l)e 
amended,  but  it  seems  (lesiral)le  and  pro[)er  that  the  town 
clerk  as  a  non-partisan  should  continue  to  be  the  clerk  of 
the  board,  as  he  is  custodian  of  all  town  records. 

The  re-election  of  the  county  recording  officei's,  without 
regard  to  i)arty,  has  Ix^come  the  I'ule  rather  thiui  the  excep- 
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tion  ;  but  the  practice  of  making  party  nominations  is  a  det- 
riment to  the  offices,  for  there  is  an  uncertainty  in  the  mind 
of  the  officer  during  the  hitter  part  of  his  term,  which  natu- 
rall}^  deters  him  from  [)kinning  or  beginning  work  for  the 
future  which  might  be  a  public  benefit. 

There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  retention  in  office  of  county  officers  should  not  apply 
to  city  and  town  clerks.  The  election  for  three  years  of 
meml)ers  of  the  school  committee  is  conceded  to  be  advisa- 
Ijle,  and  the  reasons  for  the  elections  of  the  clerks  for  a 
longer  term  are  certainly  stronger. 

Records  in  Other  States. 

The  change  of  boundary  lines  has  resulted  in  transferring 
towns  or  parts  of  towns  from  one  jurisdiction  to  another,, 
and  the  record  pertaining  to  territory  once  but  not  now  in 
Massachusetts,  is  in  other  States.  I  have  made  investiga- 
tion in  rei^ard  to  tliese  records  in  some  cases  where  I  con- 
sidcred  the  evidence  warranted  it. 

A  tradition  in  Bristol  County  has  represented  that  the 
early  records  and  i)a[)ers  of  the  county  were  wrongfully  kept 
at  Bristol,  R.  L,  when  Taunton  was  made  the  ahire  town  in 
1746.  1  visited  Bristol,  only  to  find  that  the  tradition  there 
was  that  records  belon<yin<)'  there  were  taken  to  Taunton. 
Bristol  County  was  established  in  1685,  and,  as  the  earliest 
record  in  the  court  records  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
courts  at  Taunton  is  1702,  the  records  for  the  intervening 
time  have  be(in  considered  lost.  But  the  records  of  the  county 
court  tor  Bristol  County,  which  could  not  have  commenced 
until  11)85,  are  in  the  registry  of  probate,  and  contain  records 
of  a  county  court  holden  at  Bristol,  Nov.  20,  1689,  and  of 
others  as  late  as  Nov.  18,  1691,  together  with  probate  and 
other  matters  for  this  period.  As  coiuity  court  records 
were  discontinued  in  1692,  the  doubt  may  well  be  raised 
whether  records  are  missing  except  from  November,  1691, 
to  the  connnencement  of  the  records  of  the  inferior  court 
of  conunon  })leas,  A[)ril  12,  1702.  The  records  for  that 
period  are,  evidentl}^  missing.  The  files  of  pai)ers  in  tlie 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  at  Bristol  are  all  preserved 
since  1717,  the  date  of  division,  but  none  earlier  are  known 
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to  exist.  If  any  person  in  authority  had  taken  the  trou1)le 
to  move  the  earlier  ones  from  Taunton,  he  would  have  been 
likely  to  have  placed  them  with  these  in  official  custody  ;  and, 
if  that  had  been  done,  they  would  doubtless  have  been  kept 
with  those  immediately  following  them  in  date,  which  are 
preserved.  I  think  it  may,  therefore,  safely  be  assumed 
that  the  files  were  brought  from  Bristol  ;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  a  part  of  them  are  among  a  collection  of  papers, 
in  all  stages  of  decay,  in  the  basement  of  the  court  house, 
at  Taunton.  These  will  be  put  in  order  as  soon  as  changes 
consequent  upon  the  remodelling  are  made. 

In  the  ofiSce  of  the  town  clerk  of  Bristol  I  found  a  volume 
containins:  the  records  of  a  meetino-  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bristol,  held  Sept.  1,  1681,  at  which  they  named  the  town 
Bristol;  and  of  the  first  "town  meeting,"  held  Nov.  10, 
1681.  This  volume,  which  covers  the  period  to  1718,  was 
copied  in  1826  and  the  copy  is  with  the  original.  The 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  commencing  Jan. 
14,  1680,  and  a  copy,  are  also  in  the  clerk's  ofiice.  lie  has 
also  a  map  of  the  town  as  originally  laid  out,  made  in  1(580, 
together  with  a  copy.  Owing  to  the  interchange  of  territory 
l>etween  the  towns  in  this  vicinity,  and  between  jNIassachu- 
setts  and  Rhode  Island,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  these  records, 
though  nominally  of  Bristol,  contain  information  relating  to 
})arts  of  towns  now  m  Massachusetts. 

The  changes  in  town  lines  along  the  New  Hampshire 
border  have  been  many,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
records  concerning  the  old  towns  may  be  found  in  the  new, 
especially  as  Amesbury  and  Northlield  both  report  records 
missing.  Newton,  N.  II.,  was  set  olf  from  Amesbury; 
Atkinson  and  Plaistow,  from  Haverhill  ;  Brookline  (form- 
erly Ivaby),  Ilollis,  and  Nashua,  from  Dunstal)le  ;  Salem, 
from  Haverhill  and  iNlethuen  ;  and  Hinsdale,  from  Northfield. 
I  ho[)e  to  make  investigation  in  these  towns,  and  have  already 
done  so  in  regiird  to  the  records  of  Dunstable,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result :  — 

The  first  mention  of  Dunstable  found  in  the  Massachusetts 
records  is  Oct.  13,  1680,  although  the  seal  of  the  city  of 
Nashua,  N.  IL,  says  Township  of  Dunstable,  1(;73."  The 
earliest  records  found  in  Dunsta])le  bear  date  1743,  and  no 
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eailicr  records  Averc  known  to  the  town  officers.  Upon  visit- 
ing Nashua  I  found  three  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  "  Pro- 
prietors of  Connnon  and  Undivided  Lands  in  the  Townshi[) 
of  Dunstable,"  covering  the  time  from  July  12,  1729,  to 
July  10,  1739,  and  from  Jan.  9,  17G0,  to  May  20,  1807; 
also  a  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  connnencing 
1G79.  These  volumes  have  been  repaired  and  handsomely 
bound,  and,  as  they  include  the  record  for  a  period  after  the 
dividing  line  Ijctween  jNIassachusctts  and  New  Hampshire 
was  supposed  to  have  been  settled,  and  ])ear  the  heading 
"  Province  of  New  Hampshire,"  their  possession  can  hardly 
be  asked  by  i\I:issachusetts,  but  the  copying  of  them  l)y 
Dunstable  seems  ixuportant. 

Persons  interested  in,  and  familiar  with,  the  early  history 
of  the  })arts  of  western  ^lassachusetts  which  were  formerly 
in  New  York,  have  thought  it  probable  that  there  were 
early  records  in  New  York  State.  There  are  none  in  the 
office  of  either  the  secretary  of  State  or  county  clerk  in 
Albany.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some  in  the  border 
towns  of  New  York.  An  inquiry  of  INlr.  Berthold  Fernow, 
late  custodian  of  State  archives  of  New  York,  who  is 
acknowdedged  to  be  the  best  authority  upon  this  matter, 
elicited  the  following  re[)ly  :  — 

I  suppose  your  inquiries  refer  to  that  part  of  your  State  border- 
iug  on  the  comity  of  Coluinbia  in  this  State.  This -county  was  in 
colonial  days  a  part  of  Albany  County,  and  all  matters  relating 
to  the  transfer  of  property  would  be  found  here  in  the  county 
clerk's  oilice.  I  am  now  engaged,  privately,  to  make  a  calendar 
of  these  records.  While  Columbia  County  was  politically  a  part 
of  Albany  County,  it  was  to  the  largest  extent  the  pro[)erty  of 
the  Livingston  family,  and  their  papers,  which  I  have  so  far  been 
unsuccessful  to  locate,  should  be  of  great  value  for  your  [xu'pose. 
1  do  not  recall  at  this  moment  any  settlement  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Livingston  IManor,  now  your  State,  although  I  know  of 
troubles  in  colonial  times  about  proprietory  rights  there. 

For  purely  personal  (genealogical)  matters  1  would  refer  you  to 
the  church  records,  kept  by  the  ministers  of  the  Kefoi-med  Church 
with  great  accuracy:  Linlithgow  (Ijivingston  IManor),  from  1722  ; 
jvinderhook,  from  1700  ;  Aiieram,  from  1  71G.  l-'ven  if  these  places 
are  somewhat  distant  from  the  Massacliusetts  line,  the  births,  etc., 
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occurring  in  families  belonging  to  this  church  and  living  farther 
east,  will  be  found  recorded  by  the  pastors. 

Another  very  reliable  source  for  this  kind  of  information  is  the 
volumes  (40)  of  marriage  bonds,  issued  from  1752  to  1783  by  the 
provincial  governors.  An  index  of  them  was  published  by  this 
State  some  thirty  years  ago. 

I  found  in  tlie  office  of  the  secretary  of  State  at  Albany 
books  of  patents  from  IGlU,  and  volumes  of  al)stracts  of  the 
same,  indexed  by  names  of  places  and  grantees,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  pages  both  of  the  patents  and  the  abstracts ;  and 
from  those  I  obtained  the  following  information  in  regard  to 
Nantucket  and  the  towns  in  the  County  of  Dukes  County 
which  is  not  contained  in  any  records  of  this  Commonwealth. 
It  is  here  presented  in  the  form  of  memoranda ;  but  I  would 
suggest  that  these  grants  and  other  matters  pertaining  to 
INhissachusetts,  which  are  recorded  in  the  New  York  records, 
and  which  the  excellent  indexes  make  easily  accessible,  l)e 
copied  and  placed  among  the  archives  of  the  Commonwealtli. 
The  references  are  to  the  book  of  patents  :  — 

1G71.  June  28.  Vol.  4,  p.  70.  Francis  Lovelace,  "  by  vertue 
of  ye  Commission  and  Authority  unto  mee  given  by  Ilis  Royall 
Ilighnesse  upon  whom  (as  well  by  ye  Ivcsignation  &  Assigument 
of  5^e  Ileyres  of  ye  said  William  Earlc  of  Sterling  and  also  by 
Lawful!  Grant  &  Patent  from  liis  Royall  iNLi''"  Charles  tiie  second) 
ye  Propriety  &  (iover;unent  of  Long  Island  JMartins  Viiu\)^anl 
Nantucket  &  all  ye  Islands  adjacent  amongst  other  tilings  is 
Settled"  gave,  granted,  ratified,  andconhnned  "  untoTristam  CoUiu 
Sen""  and  Thomas  jNIacy  as  Patentees  for  only  on  ye  behalfe  of 
themselves  &  their  associates  ye  Inhabitants  f freeholders  their 
Ileyres  Successors  &  Assignes  ye  said  Island  called  Nantucl:ett 
Island,  that  is  to  say  so  much  thereof  as  hath  by  them  been  made 
Purchase  of." 

1G71.  June  20.  Vol.  4,  p.  70.  Tnckaruckett  Island  was  con- 
veyed by  Governor  Lovelace  to  Tristam  CofUn  Sen"",  Peter  Collin, 
Tristram  Collin  Jun""  and  James  Collin  theii*  heirs  and  assigns. 

1G71.  July  8.  Vol.  4,  p.  73.  This  grant  is  headed  Tisbury 
Manno^  Governor  Lovelace  granted  to  Thomas  May  hew  Sen"" 
and  Thomas  jMayhew  Jun""  "  A  certain  Island  ...  in  length  over 
against  ye  INIaine  neare  I^ast  and  West  and  being  to  ye  North 
AVest  of  ye  Island  Nantuckett,"  containing  lands  bought  of  the 
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Indians  called  Chickemoto,  Keep-hickon,  Qiiia-naimes,  Nashowa- 
Kcmmnck,  "together  with  two  of  ye  Elizabeth  Islands  called 
Kataymnck  &  Nanuame-sitt  and  several  other  small  and  incon- 
siderable islands  in  Monument  Bay  .  .  .  to  be  called  and  knowne 
by  ye  name  of  Tysbury  Manno/"^ 

1G71.  July  8.  Vol.  4,  p.  75.  By  the  grant  of  Governor  Love- 
lace, Edgartown  received  its  name.    Whereas  there  is  an  island 

lyeing  and  being  to  ye  North  West  of  the  Island  of  Nantuckett " 
a  proportion  at  the  east  end  tliereof  having  been  granted  ''to 
several  inhabitants  ffreeholders  thereof  for  a  townshipp  who  have 
made  purchase  of  ye  Indyan  Right,  the  said  Towne  being  formerly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Harbour.  ,  .  .  And  the  said 
towne  which  for  the  future  shall  bee  called  by  the  Name  of  Edgar 
Towne."  ... 

1071.  July  8.  Vol.  d,  p.  77.  This  grant  seems  to  give  the  town 
of  Tisbury  its  name.  "  AVhereas  there  is  a  certain  Island  .  .  . 
granted  to  Thomas  ]Mayhew  Sen*"  &  Thomas  Mayhew  Jun""  who 
granted  a  proportion  near  the  middle  of  the  said  Island  for  a  town- 
ship formerly  known  as  jNIiddletowne,  Said  Towne  to  be  called 
Tisbury-Towne."  ^  .  .  . 

107-1.  Feb.  23.  Vol.  4,  p.  91.  Granted  by  E.  Andross.  This 
grant  is  headed  No-Man's  Land  or  the  Isle  of  ^Man."  June  28, 
1070,  Governor  Lovelace  issued  an  order  for  a  patent  which  was 
not  carri(.'d  out.  Governor  Andross  granted  the  same  land,  pro- 
vided John  Williams  and  associates  should  settle  within  one  year 
two  families,  and  within  four  years  "  other  ten  or  as  many  as  the 
place  shall  be  capable  of  or  they  can  procure."  Cases  in  dispute 
where  the  amount  involved  was  above  ten  pounds  were  to  be  heard 
at  tlie  "General  Court  of  INIartins  Vineyard  or  Nantuckett "  the 
justice  of  the  peace  on  the  island  to  have  a  vote  in  the  court.  John 
Williams  was  to  pay  yearly  one  barrel  of  good  merchantable  cod- 
fish "  at  the  Bridge  in  New  York."  The  island  to  have  the  privi- 
leges of  a  township. 

1()87.  June  27.  Vol.  0,  p.  2r>l.  Nantucket  town  received  its 
original  name  by  the  following:  "Whereas  there  is  an  Island 
called  Nantuckett"  .  .  .  certain  persons  are  "  herein  elected  and 
made  one  body  corporate  and  Politiq  and  willed  and  determined  to 
be  called  by  the  Name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  ffreeholders  &  Comon- 
alty  of  the  Towne  of  Sharborn." 


'The  granting  of  Tisbury  Mannor  and  TLsbury  Town  may  account  for  tho  indefl- 
nitencss  in  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  Chllmark,  mentioned  on  p.  xxv,  of  tho  first 
report  of  tliis  comrnissiou. 
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Upon  commencing  an  examincitlon  of  the  records  in  vari- 
ous places,  I  was  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  the 
use  of  inks  whicli  should  be  permanent,  and  the  necessity  of 
an  investigation  which  might  prevent  the  further  use  of  inks 
that  for  one  reason  oi- another  were  untit  for  use  upon  records. 
T  found  that,  as  a  rule,  the  inks  upon  the  most  ancient  rccoi'ds 
had  preserved  their  color,  many  undoul)tedly  l)eing  blacker 
than  when  used,  but  that  the  later  records  lost  the  jet-black 
appearance  of  the  older.  This,  it  is  true,  is  not  wholly  due 
to  the  change  of  inks,  for  the  use  of  quills,  the  soft  surface  of 
the  old  paper,  the  absence  of  blotting-paper  and  the  greater 
time  spent  in  writing,  were  all  conducive  to  a  heavier  de[)()sit 
of  ink  ;  but  evidence  is  am])le  that  in  comparatively  recent 
years  inks  of  poor  quality  c:une  in  use.  Proof  of  this  is 
given  by  an  examination  of  the  records  in  the  State  Llouse. 
Up  to  about  1850  it  was  the  custom  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth  to  use  for  engrossing  the  iVcts 
inks  made  of  a  powder  which  was  mixed  in  the  office  ;  and 
until  that  time  the  Acts  which  are  engrossed  upon  parchment 
show,  with  but  few  exceptions,  no  signs  of  fading.  From  1850 
for  seycral  years  the  writing  in  many  cases  is  l)ecoming  indis- 
tinct, that  upon  an  Act  in  1851,  and  upon  two  in  1855,  hav- 
ing nearly  disappeared.  Since  18G0,  Acts  showing  ditlerent 
intensity  of  color  are  found,  but  whether  this  is  their  origi- 
nal color  or  not  cannot  be  determined. 

That  the  fading  can  be  attributed  to  the  parchment,  as 
some  cliiim,  is  dis[)roved  by  the  fact  that  of  the  signatures 
upon  the  same  Act  a  few  have  faded  while  others  have  not. 
U[)on  an  Act  ap[)roved  January  4,  1845,  the  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate  has  nearly  disappeared,  that  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  is  more  legible,  while  that  of  the 
Governor,  and  the  figure  4,  which  he  evidently  inserted,  are 
jet  black. 

The  indexes  in  the  volumes  of  archives  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary,  which  were  written  about  1840,  were  evidently 
made  with  a  ditlerent  ink  from  that  used  for  engrossing,  and 
faded  so  badly  that  the  important  words  had  to  be  rewritten. 

In  the  office  of  the  State  treasurer  the  records  to  about 
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1867  are  very  l)lack  and  distinct,  but  the  ink  used  during  a 
few  years  following  has  faded. 

The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  hi  the  reg- 
istration vohimes  in  the  secretary's  office,  furnish  an  excel- 
lent illustiation  of  the  different  qualities  of  the  inks  now 
used.  These  records  are  original  returns  made  by  the  city 
and  town  clerks,  and  from  1842  to  1889  show  instances  of 
the  use  of  inks  which  are  now  almost  illegible.  Here  again 
the  fault  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  paper,  for  endorse- 
ments made  in  the  secretary's  office  upon  the  most  faded 
returns  at  the  time  of  their  receipt  arc  as  l)lack  as  wlien 
made. 

The  A^olumcs  of  copies  of  the  old  records  of  Lexington, 
made  in  1853,  have  faded  until  they  are  quite  indistinct. 

Some  of  the  old  inks,  though  retaining  their  black  color, 
have,  from  the  presence  of  acid  in  the  ink  or  paper,  eaten 
through  the  paper  as  thoroughly  as  if  the  writing  had  been 
done  with  a  sharp  instrument.  In  part  of  one  old  volume 
of  court  records,  the  ink,  while  not  injuring  the  paper  or 
becoming  illegible  upon  the  face  of  the  leaves,  has  gradu- 
ally l)ecome  legible  upon  the  reverse,  while  the  heavy  paper 
has  been  impervious  to  the  other  inks  used. 

Knowing  that  some  of  the  recording  officers  were  much 
troubhid  to  o1)tain  inks  which  possessed  all  the  qualities 
desired,  and  if  using  an  ink  which  it  was  agreeable  to  use, 
h;id  no  evidence  of  its  most  important  qualification, — per- 
manenc3% — I  asked  from  the  registers  of  deeds,  registers 
of  prol)ate,  and  city  clerks,  tlie  name  of  the  ink  in  use  in 
their  respective  offices,  and  the  qualities  which  recommended 
it.  Peplies  were  received  from  all,  numbering  seventy-five. 
I  found  that  twenty-six  inks  and  five  writing  lluids  were  in 
use  u[)on  the  records  in  these  offices.  In  these  twenty-six 
were  included  inks  of  dillerent  kinds  made  by  the  same 
manufacturer.  Some  of  the  recording  ojlicers  have  taken 
great  pains  to  procure  absolutely  })crmanent  inks,  and,  while 
believing  that  they  h.ave  procured  such,  liave  expressed  grati- 
fication th:it  the  subject  was  to  be  systematically  investi- 
gated, hoping  for  some  positive  information. 

To  show  the  difference  in  the  conclusions  at  which  they 
have  arrived,  notwithstanding  their  endeavors,  I  present  a 
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summary  of  the  replies,  and  in  considering  tlvis  summary  a 
distinction  l)et\veen  inks  and  iluids  must  be  l)orne  in  mind. 

Two  make  the  general  statement  that  they  consider  all 
Ihiids  unsafe,  w  hile  sev^eral  who  used  inks  of  a  certain  make 
upon  their  records  used  Iluids  for  other  purposes,  thereby 
im[)lying  their  distrust  of  the  {)ermanency  of  the  Iluids. 

The  most  popular  ink  liad  eleven  advocates,  its  recommen- 
dation being  its  black  color  and  supposed  permanency.  One 
of  its  advocates  said  "  it  thickens  quickly,  and  for  that  reason 
is  not  as  ])leasant  to  use  as  some  others,  but  I  have  not  dared 
to  change,  for  reason  of  its  durability."  Per  contra,  two  were 
not  satisfied  with  it,  and  were  about  to  change  ;  and  one  who 
had  used  it  for  many  years  had  discarded  it  because  after  a 
while  it  became  bad." 

The  next  in  popularity  was  a  iluid  wiiich  had  nine  advo- 
cates. One  had  used  it  twenty  years,  another  over  thirty, 
another  thirty-iive,  and  "  should  not  care  to  change  ;  "  while 
one  said  it  had  been  used  in  his  office  "  time  out  of  mind  " 

The  ink  of  the  same  maker  had  four  advocates,  two  of 
whom  were  })articuljir  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the}^  would 
not  use  the  liuid.  Per  contra,  one  who  had  used  this  ink 
for  twenty-tive  years  said  it  was  "  not  as  good  as  formerly, 
and  had  been  discarded;"  and  another  stiid  that  "  the  rec- 
ords made  in  1884  already  (in  181)0)  showed  age  " 

Another  fluid  was  the  third  in  the  matter  of  choice,  having 
eight  advocates.  This  iluid  had  been  in  use  seventeen  years 
in  one  ollice  and  twenty  years  in  another.  Two  used  the  ink 
of  this  nuuiufacturer,  but  not  the  fluid. 

Of  the  inks  of  another  manufacture,  six  used  one  kind, 
one  another,  and  one  another.  One  of  these  used  the  fluid 
for  general  uses  in  the  office,  but  would  not  allow  it  on  the 
records.  Of  these  iidvs  one  questioned  the  permanency, 
and  one  <»'ave  as  its  recommendation  that  the  "  lirst  color  is 
neither  pur[)le  or  mauve,  both  of  which  will  fade." 

One  recording  officer  used  an  ink  the  ))ermanency  of  which 
\m  did  not  d()ul)t,  "  owing  to  the  age  of  the  fornmla  and 
length  of  years;'  another  used  this  ink  if  a  steel  [)en  was 
used,  but  mixed  it  with  the  fluid  of  another  manufacture  for 
use  with  a  gold  pen.  Still  another  mixed  it  with  the  ink  of 
another  manufacture  in  equal  parts. 
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One  ink  has  been  used  in  one  office  for  sixty-eight  years, 
and  in  another  for  forty-nine.  This  had  two  other  advo- 
cates. Per  contra,  three  have  rejected  it.  Of  fifteen  other 
inks  reported  as  in  use,  the  general  answer  in  regard  to  the 
(jualities  which  recommend  them  is  the  easy  flow  and  free- 
(h)m  from  sediment. 

The  following  remarks  were  added  .  "I  have  used  it  h)ng 
enough  to  know  of  its  durability."  "The  trouble  with  the 
ink  is  that  once  a  week  you  have  an  inkstand  half  full  of 
mud."  "  I  find  it  difficult  to  find  an  ink  the  permanency  of 
which  I  dare  trust."  "  It  corrodes  the  pen."  "  Think  that 
after  a  time  the  desire  to  make  large  profits  serves  to  induce 
manufacturers  to  chea[)en  the  quality,  and  not  let  it  mature 
enough  in  the  vats."  "  I  have  tried  all  kinds.  This  is 
possibly  as  permanent  as  any."  -  "  It  is  true  it  thickens  by 
exposure,  but  any  ink  will."    "Aniline  fiuid  is  not  an  ink." 

"I  htive  put  it  in  the  sun  ])esido  of   ink,  wiiich  has 

faded,  while  this  has  not.  I  have  during  the  past  lew  years 
made  many  ex|)eriments  in  the  wa}^  ot'  testing  inks,  sn))ject- 
ing  the  writing  for  long  })eriods  to  sunlight  and  water." 
"  jNlany  popular  inks  are  worthless  for  the  puri)ose  of  a 
recording  officer."  "  Used  this  for  twenty  years.  If  there 
is  anything  better,  I  want  to  know  it." 

These  replies  and  comments  showed  that,  if  some  were 
right  in  their  conclusions,  others  were  \vrong,  as  some  were 
using  inks  or  fiuids  which  others  were  satistied  were  not  pei- 
manent  ;  that  some  were  using  those  with  which  they  i'ound 
it  easiest  to  write,  taking  the  risk  of  their  not  being  peiina- 
nent ;  that  inks  were  condemned  because  they  had  more 
body  and  were  less  agreeable  to  use  ;  and  that  inks  were 
being  mixed  I'cgtirdless  of  the  chemical  ell'ects. 

To  ascertain  wh;it  kind  of  iidvs  w(^i"e  in  use  by  the;  town 
clerks,  I  examined  the  registration  volumes  before  I'ct'erred 
to,  and,  as  before  stated,  found  many  ])oor  inks  in  use.  In 
a  few  cases  blue  inks  were  used,  and  in  two  violet,  which  is, 
as  a  rule,  if  not  always,  a  i'ugitive  cohn-.  A  lutnilx^r  of  the 
retiuiis  in  the^e  voltDnes,  of  as  recent  date  as  ISVT)  ivere 
almost  illegible,  and  tliree  made  in  188S  wer^  neavhj  as 
indistinct. 

The  more  J  look(Ml  into  the  subjcjct,  the  more  I  bcutamc 


1891.] 


SENATE  — No.  2. 


115 


convinced  that  the  wholes  subject  of  ink  was  one  upon  which 
the  persons  using  it  were  comparatively  ignorant.  Consul- 
tation with  experts  satisfied  nie  that  good  inks  were  being 
injured  by  improper  treatment ;  that  the  custom  of  mixing 
inks  and  of  adding  water  to  them  was  unsafe  ;  and  tliat 
among  the  inks  reported  as  in  use  upon  the  records  there 
were  many  manufactured  for  commercial  uses  which  should 
not  be  used  upon  records,  and  which  the  manufacturers 
would  say  were  not  intended  for  record  inks.  I  therefore 
sent  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  inks  reported  as  in  use  by 
the  recording  officers,  and  to  some  others,  the  following 
letter  and  inquiries  :  — 

The  fading  of  much  of  the  ink  used  in  records  of  comparatively 
recent  date,  while  us  a  rule  the  records  of  two  hundred  years  ago 
are  as  legible  as  when  written,  establishes  the  fact  tiiat  for  perm:i- 
nent  qualities  much  of  tlie  modern  ink  is  inferior  to  the  ancient, 
and  that  inks  are  used  that  are  unfit  for  making  a  record  whieli 
should  stand  for  all  time. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  most  inlv  manufacturers  make  inks 
which  are  good  for  commercial  and  other  uses  where  there  is  no 
desire  for  a  permanent  record,  but  which  they  would  not  recom- 
mend for  use  wiiere  the  important  object  was  the  permanency  of 
the  record.  One  of  the  dangers  to  which  our  records  are  exposed 
can  l)e  obviated  by  tlie  use  of  proper  inks;  and  I  desire  to  obtain 
the  opinion  of  the  leading  manufacturers  on  the  subject,  that  1  may 
advise  the  recording  ollicers  of  the  State  wiiat  are,  and  what  are 
not,  safe  inks  to  use  for  records. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  favor,  therefore,  if  you  will  answer  the  en- 
closed questions,  and  return  them  at  your  convenience.  Your 
reply  will  be  treated  as  confidential  as  far  as  names  are  concerned, 
except  in  the  answer  to  question  No.  ;"),  and  that  will  not  be 
printed  if  you  so  request.  Any  general  opinion  which  will  aid 
the  recording  ollicers  in  their  selection  of  ink  or  paper  will  Ik; 
welcomed. 

1.  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  use  for  a  permanent  recoi-d  aui- 
line  inks  ? 

2.  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  use  for  a  record  logwood  inks? 
Do  you  consider  nut-gall  and  iron  inks  absolutely  safe  t'ov  a 

permanent  record  ? 

4.  Do  you  consider  carbon  ink  the  only  permanent  ink? 

5.  What  inks  of  your  manufacture  would  you  advise  against 
using  for  a  peimianent  record? 
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6.  Do  yoii  advise  generally  against  the  inks  known  as  writing 
fluids,  when  pernianenc}'  is  the  first  requisition? 

7.  Do  you  manufacture  a  writing  fluid? 

8.  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  add  water  to  ink  intended  for 
permanent  record,  wiiich  has  grown  thick  by  exposure  to  the  air? 

!».  Do  you  believe  that  the  obliteration  of  inlv  is  ever  due  to 
cheniieiils  left  in  tiie  paper?  (Tiiis  question  has  been  asked  of  the 
pai)er  niainifacturers  also.) 

10.  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  mix  inks  without  knowing  to 
what  chemical  group  the  inks  so  mixed  belong? 

Replies  were  received  from  twenty-two  manufacturers. 
Several  of  tiie  inks  in  the  market,  though  l)earini>*  the  name 
of  certain  persons,  were  found  to  be  manufactured  for  theui 
by  manufacturers  who  had  already  answered  the  questions. 
Their  replicis  were,  therefore,  not  considered. 

To  the  first  (pu^stion,  "  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  use  for 
a  permanent  rtn-ord  aniline  inks?"  the  unanijuous  answer 
was  decidedly  no.  Aniline  black  is  al)solutely  })ermanent, 
but  as  it  is  not  yet  known  bow  to  render  it  soluble  in  water, 
it  has  not  been  nmcb  used  in  ink. 

To  the  inquiry  in  regni'd  to  lo<>w()od  inks,  nearly  all 
answered  no,  and  most  of  those  who  did  not  qualified  their 
answers  to  such  an  extent  as  to  imply  distrust. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  permanency  of  nut-o-all  and  iron 
inks,  the  answers  were  more  varied  ;  one  answering  no,  and 
four  answering  diiectly  yes,  the  I'emainiiig  answers  being  in 
brief  that  such  inks  Avere  pei-manent  if  [)ro[)erly  made. 

To  the  (piestion,  "  Do  you  consider  carbon  ink  the  only 
permanent  ink?"  the  answers  were  varied  and  contradictory. 
]\lost  of  tbii  manuficturers  said  a  carbon  ink  could  not  be 
permanent,  because  carbon  was  insoluble;  and  some  said 
that  no  chemical  union  could  exist  between  cari)()n  and  the 
other  ingredients  in  ink.  Others  claimed  that  carbon  was 
the  one  permanent  color,  and  cited  the  old  Indian  and 
Ciiinese  inks  which  have  stood  for  centui'ies  as  illustrations 
of  its  [)ermanency.  These  statements  were  so  widely  dilfer- 
ent  that  I  pursued  tlu;  inquiry  further,  and  found  it  was 
conceded  that,  if  a  process  could  be  discovered  by  which 
cari)on  could  be  dissolved  and  made  to  retain  its  color,  no 
known  substance  would  make  so  permanent  an  ink;  but  that 
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tliere  was  no  such  process,  and  in  tlie  inks  now  made  the 
carbon  was  snnply  held  in  suspension  in  the  ink  Avithout  any 
chemical  union  ;  hut  I  found  also  that  improvement  has  been 
made,  and  that  it  is  })Ossil)le  to  comlnne  the  carbon  with 
chemicals  which  will  cause  the  carl)on  to  eml)()dy  itself. 
More  than  ordinary  care  should,  however,  be  exercised  in 
the  purchase  of  carbon  inks,  for  the  lack  of  chemical  union 
would  cause  a  tendency  to  ])recipitate  the  carbon  if  the  ink 
were  improperly  made 

The  replies  to  the  inquiry,  "  Do  you  advise  generally 
against  the  inks  known  as  writing  Ihiids,  when  permanency 
is  the  first  requisition?"  were  in  a  way  the  most  unsatis- 
factory, and  savored  somewhat  of  advertising.  One  manu- 
facturer made  no  Ihiid,  and  had  no  opinion  to  expres.s.  ^Nlost 
of  the  otliers  made  tluids.  Nine  advised  generally  against 
their  use  ;  four  recommended  them  in  preference  to  ink  ; 
and  the  others  either  advised  generally  against  them,  but 
reconmiended  their  own,  or  qualified  the  answer  in  such  a 
way  as  to  throAv  doubt  on  them. 

The  argument  in  their  favor  seems  to  be  that  their  fluidily 
makes  them  permeate  the  paper,  and,  in  the  change  of  color 
which  usually  takes  place  after  using,  a  dyeing  of  the  paper 
results.  The  objections  are,  that  to  o1)tain  the  fluidity  body 
must  l)e  sacrificed,  and  there  is  not  enough  substance  de- 
posited a[)on  the  paper.  The  ol)jections  made  by  two  manu- 
facturers of  lliiids  1  give  in  their  own  words. 

"  AVe  advise  generally  against  the  inks  known  simply  as  loriting 
tluicis  —  those  not  intended  to  yield  a  letter-press  copy  —  because 
they  are  univei'sally  made,  first,  with  as  little  solid  matter  as  pos- 
sible, —  i.e.  weak  ;  second,  with  an  excess  of  iron  beyond  that 
required  to  eonihine  with  tlie  tannin,  so  as  to  develop  all  the 
color  possihle  and  llow  with  the  greatest  freedom.  The  combined 
writing  and  copying  fluids,  and  the  copying  tluids  on  the  otiun* 
liand  if  propei'ly  ij)acle,  may  he  justly  rceoHUueiKhHl  where  perma- 
nency is  the  lirst  requisition,  particularly  the  older  ones,  which 
should  he  the  most  duialde  of  all  nut-*j,all  and  iron  inks,  because 
in  them  [)artieularly  eoueeutration  is  aimed  at,  and  the  ii'on  need 
not  necessarily,  and  should  not,  be  in  excess  of  that  recpiinHl  to 
combine  with  the  tannin  present.  A  steel  pen  during  use  injures, 
and  often  greatly,  the  durability  of  a  writing  ink  by  giving  np  iron 
to  it." 
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"For  your  purpose,  where  extreme  permanency  is  the  first 
requisition,  I  should  not  advise  the  use  of  an  ordinary  writing 
fluid.  Maiiy  manufacturers  cannot  obtain  sufficient  fluidity  in  their 
writing  fluids  without  making  their  inks  very  diUite,  and  observing 
a  particuhir  method  of  manufacture  which,  although  providing 
more  attained  color  for  a  time,  sacrifices  the  permanent  quality  of 
their  color  in  a  great  measure.  I  should  advise  the  use  of  an  ink 
decidedly  stronger." 

The  addition  of  water  to  ink  was  almost  universally  con- 
denuied,  tbr  reasons  stated  later.  As  [)roof  that  this  was 
not  for  the  niercenar}^  purpose  of  indirectly  advising  the  use 
of  more  ink,  some  of  the  manufacturers  said  the  ink  should 
be  kej)t  m  small-mouthed  ink-stands,  and  when  not  in  use 
should  l)e  as  tightly  sealed  as  possible,  to  prevent  eva[)oration. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  chemicals  left  in  the 
papcu'  ever  obliterated  the  ink,  several  of  the  manufacturers 
saivl  they  knew  of  such  cases,  and  all  were  agreed  that,  if 
the  chlorides  used  for  bleaching  the  paper  were  not  washed 
out,  they  would  dangerously  alFect  any  ink.  The  practice 
of  mixing  inks  was  universally  condenmed. 

I  intended  to  publish  the  names  of  the  inks  or  fluids 
which,  in  reply  to  the  lifth  question,  the  maimfacturers 
thereof  advised  against  using  upon  records  ;  but,  fearing  it 
{)ossible  that  harm  might  be  done  to  a  manufacturer  by  the 
careless  association  of  his  name  with  the  (piestion  rather  than 
with  the  name  of  a  jjartlcuJar  ink  of  Ji  is  manufacture,  I  have 
not.  Many  of  the  manufacturers  have  answered  the  ques- 
tion candidly,  and  such  will,  undoubtedly,  answer  any 
recording  officer  who  asks  the  question  for  himself.  By  their 
replies  it  appears  that  some  inks  and  fluids  which  they  say 
should  not  be  are  in  use  ui)on  records. 

Permanency  against  the  action  of  time  is  the  quality  sought 
for  in  this  investigation,  and  it  is  chiinied  that  better  evidence 
as  to  that  (piallty  is  furnished  by  the  test  of  time  than  by  any 
other  ;  and  manufacturers  have  shown  or  referred  to  speci- 
mens of  writing  made  with  their  ink  many  years  ago,  as 
proof  of  its  merit  in  this  particular.  If  there  was  any  surety 
that  the  standard  of  quality  was  always  kept  up  in  all  of  the 
oldest  inks  in  the  miirket,  it  would  be  safe  to  accept  that  test, 
but  this  may  not  be  a  fact;  and,  as  has  been  stated,  some 
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of  the  recording  officers  believe  that  it  is  not.  Moreover, 
if  only  the  old  inks  were  to  be  accepted,  it  would  be  against 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  which  is  to  adopt  the  improvements 
whicli  science  makes  possible  ;  and  manufacturers  who  at 
great  cost  of  time  and  money  have  made  improvements, 
would  be  deprived  of  the  compensation  which  they  deserve. 
The  old  inks  were  as  a  rule  heavy,  and  had  a  tendency  to 
settle  ;  and  the  endeavor  on  the  part  of  some  manufacturers 
has  been  to  preserve  the  permanency,  and  at  the  same  time 
])roduce  thinner  inks  which  would  be  more  agreeable  to  use. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  tlie  direction  of  free- 
flowing  inks,  and  these  are  fast  becoming  po[)ular ;  and, 
while  for  correspondence  and  connnercial  uses  fhey  are 
undoubtedly  sufficiently  })ermanent,  for  records  many  of 
tliem  are  not;  and  it  was  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  use 
of  these  upon  records  that  tliis  investigation  was  made.  Xo 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  permanency  of  the  inks,  as 
against  their  removal  by  acids. 

I  have  been  asked  by  several  of  the  recording  officers  to 
recommend  a  permanent  ink,  and  some  persons  who  knew  of 
this  investigation  have  expected  that  it  would  result  in  the 
recommendation  of  a  particular  ink  for  records.  Such  a 
recommendation  would  be  an  official  endorsement  which 
would  be  unjust,  if  not  actionable,  unless  every  ink  in  the 
market  had  been  considered  and  examined  chemically. 

Wh;it  I  hope  cljiefly  to  accomplish  by  this  investigation  is 
to  awaken  ])ers()ns  making  records,  official  or  other,  to  the 
necessity  oi'  the  greatest  care  in  the  selection  of  inks  and 
their  treatment,  aiul  to  call  their  attention  to  the  important 
fact  that  the  very  (juiility  —  easy  flow  and  freedom  from 
sediment  —  that  makes  many  inks  poi)ular  with  the  per- 
sons doing  the  recording,  is  their  worst  recommendation  for 
records. 

The  conclusions  arrived  at  from  the  weight  of  evidence 
obtained  are  as  follows,  and  should  be  of  assistance  to 
recording  officers,  wlio  ought  to  have  some  kiu)wledge  of 
the  chemical  properties  of  the  ink  which  they  use,  that  they 
may  know  how  to  treat  it,  otherwise  the  best  ink  may  be 
rendered  \\  ()rtljless. 

Aniline  inks  are  never  permanent,  and  should  not  be  used 


120 


REPORT  ON  PUBLIC  lUvCORDS. 


upon  records.  If  once  obliterated  l)y  the  action  of  light, 
heat,  water,  or  other  chanires,  no  known  means  can  render 
them  as^ain  le<2:ible. 

Logwood  inks  shouhl  not  be  used  upon  records.  If  they 
do  not  entirely  fade,  they  have  a  tendency  to  turn  brown. 

Nut-gall  and  iron  inks,  if  properly  made,  are  permanent. 
There  is  an  advantage  in  the  use  of  these,  in  that  if  the 
writing  should  fade  it  can  ])e  repeatedly  restored  by  a  nut- 
ijall  or  tannin  solution. 

Carbon  inks,  if  properly  made,  are  permaitent.  There  arc 
few  carbon  inks  made,  although  some  others  are  so  called. 
Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  })urchasing  them,  as  they 
would  be  very  dangerous  if  impro[)erly  made. 

Most  of  the  brilliant  colored  inks  will  fade  ((uickly. 

As  to  the  so-called  writing  liuids,  the  ditference  of  opinion 
among  the  maimfacturers  makes  it  difficult  to  advise  for  or 
against  them  as  a  class  ;  but  tliat  very  difference  makes  it 
incumbent  upon  a  recording  officer  to  have  a  scientific  opinion 
u[)on  a  particular  fluid  l)efore  using  it  upon  his  records. 
Fluids  which  the  makers  do  not  claim  to  be  permanent  are 
now  in  use  upon  the  records. 

Copying  inks  should  not  be  used  u})on  records.  Sugar, 
glycerine,  glucose,  or  similar  materials  are  used  in  them,  to 
})reserve  moisture  and  give  them  the  property  of  offsetting. 
Any  dain[)ness  makes  them  lial)le  to  become  sticky,  and  to 
offset,  thereby  not  only  making  them  blur,  but  lose  part 
of  the  substance  which  should  be  absorbed  by  the  ])a})er. 

Stylograph ic  inks  should  not  be  used  upon  records. 
Most  of  them  are  aniline.  The  absence  of  solid  msitter, 
which  makes  them  desirable  for  the  stylographic  pen,  unfits 
them  for  records. 

Water  should  not  be  added  to  ink.  While  an  ink  which 
has  water  as  its  base  would  bear  the  addition  of  an  amount 
equal  to  that  lost  by  evaporation,  the  ink  would  be  injured 
to  just  the  extent  that  water  in  excess  of  that  amount  was 
added.  An  ink  where  water,  though  present,  was  not  the 
basis,  would  be  injurcMl  by  the  addition  of  any.  A  homelv 
illustration  of  the  reason  of  this  is  given  by  oue  of  the 
manufacturers:  a  thick  soup  may  be  improved  bv  t  he  addi- 
tion of  water  whihi  it  is  cooking,  where-is  it  wonhl  !>-  rniniMl 
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if  the  water  were  added  after  tlie  cooking  ceased  ;  for  in  the 
I'ornier  case  a  chemical  union  takes  phice,  but  in  the  hitter 
the  union  is  nieclianical  and  not  histing. 

Inks  should  never  be  mixed  unless  ])y  the  sanction  of 
chemists.  The  mixture  of  certain  inks  would  result  in  the 
precipitation  of  everything  but  the  water. 

Inks  which  are  recommended  as  permanent,  because  acid 
will  not  remove  them,  while  it  does  inunediately  oblitc^rate 
others,  may  not  be  permanent  as  against  time.  These  inks 
may  be  the  best  for  monetary  })ur})()ses,  but,  owing  to  acid 
in  them,  may  be  dangerous  in  time  to  the  })a|)er. 

Some  inks  which  are  permanent  against  time,  if  not  tam- 
l)ered  with,  can  be  removed  with  water.  This  is  true  of  the 
most  lasting  of  ink,  —  the  ancient  Indian. 

Ink  which  badl}'  corrodes  a  st(;el  })en  need  not  necessarily 
l)e  condemned  ;  it  may  contain  just  the  acid  qualities  which 
make  it  permeate  the  paper,  and  render  it  permanent. 

BlottliKj  2)C(j)er  slioidd  no(  ha  used  upon  records.  Its  use 
removes  the  body  of  the  ink,  leaving  discoloration,  but 
nothing  for  j)enet ration.  In  inks  intended  for  co[)ying,  the 
use  of  the  blotting  })aper  is  especially  bad. 

Inks  should  be  kept  tightly  covered  when  not  in  use,  and 
ink-stands  should  be  frequently  washed. 

The  use  of  dcid  for  malciii  i  erasures  is  dangerous,  as  the 
acid  left  hi  i  he  paper  mat/  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  ink 
v:he}i  the  paper  is  af/ain  icritten  upon. 

The  use  of  proper  ink  is  considered  so  important  by  the 
I)ritish  government  that  the  inks  used  in  the  ])ublic  depart- 
ments are  obtained  1)}^  public  tender,  in  accordance  with  con- 
ditions drawn  up  by  the  controller  of  IL  stationery 
ollice,  with  the  assistance  of  the  chief  chemist  of  the  inland 
revenue  de[)artment,  to  wliom  the  iidvs  su])plied  by  the  con- 
tractor are  from  time  to  time  submitted  for  analysis  Suit- 
able inks  for  the  various  uses  are  thus  obtained,  and  their 
standard  maintained.  I'he  last  form  of  ' '  invitat ion  to  ten- 
der," or  "  |)roposal,"  as  we  term  it,  is  a})pended,  as  being-J 
instructive. 

I  cannot  learn  that  the  United  States  govermnent  uses 
ai^v  su(;h  care  as  the  British  in  the  matter  of  ink,  although 
the  (juestion  has  been  a  troublesome  one  in  the  de))artments. 
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The  State  de[)artineiit  issues  no  s[)eeial  riile*»  for  detennininir 
siiital)le  inks,  or  requiring  that  p  irticultir  inks  shall  be  used. 
Proposals  are  asked  for  the  lowest  bids  for  the  articles  of 
stationery  required,  the  last  form  of  proposal  asking  for 
bids  uj)()n  seven  black  inks,  one  crimson,  and  one  writing 
Ihiid,  which  are  named. 

With  the  market  full  of  inks  worthless  for  records,  the 
only  safety  for  our  recoi'ds  seems  to  be  in  the  estal)lishment 
of  a  system  similar  to  the  English,  which  shall  fix  upon 
})roper  inks  for  various  uses,  Avhich  all  recording  officers 
shall  bo  required  to  use. 

I  [relieve  that  the  recordin<>:  officers  will  be  j^lad  to  have 
the  question  of  permanent  inks  decided  for  them,  and  to  know 
whether  inks  which  were  in  use  many  years  ago,  and  have 
stood  the  test  thus  far,  are  maintained  at  their  old  standard. 
In  the  face  of  sharp  competition  among  manufacturers,  they 
fear  they  are  not. 

A  minute  chemical  analysis  of  each  of  the  inks  reported 
in  use  by  the  recording  officers  w^ould  have  been  too  expen- 
sive to  undertake,  and  I  was  assured  that  the  results  would 
not  have  been  i)ractically  satisfactory  ;  but,  having  the  state- 
ments of  the  manufacturers  that  certain  chemical  classes  of 
inks  were  or  were  not  permanent,  I  had  samples  analyzed  of 
such  of  the  inks  reported  in  use  by  the  recording  officers  as 
I  could  obtain,  and  some  others  which  were  upon  tlje 
market,  to  determine  to  what  chemical  classes  they  belonged. 
The  samples  were  from  the  inks  bought  in  open  market  as 
follows,  and  were  submitted  to  the  chemists  l>y  numbers,  no 
names  bein<2:  known  to  them. 


1.  Stafford's  Commercial  Ink,  —  Writing  Fluid. 

-^^  -2.  Stafford's  Unchangeable,  Universal,  Jet  Black  Writing 
Ink. 

—  3.  Stafford's  Cliomical  Writing  Fluid. 

4.  Ebony  Black  Writing  Ink,  J.  &  I.  E.  Moore. 

5.  Underwood's  Egyptian  Black  Ink. 

^     G.  Underwood's  Chemical  Writing  Ink, — Cobalt  Black. 

7.  U.  S.  Troasur}^  Ledger  Fluid,  Wm.  A.  Davis.  "V 

8.  Ink,  :\Iaynard  &  Noyes.  wj-ed        5  v-J .VK :j) ee^5  iK^y 

9.  'i'homas'  Black  Ink. 

10.  liurm's'  Natioaal  Ink,  —  Writing  Fluid. 
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11.  Sauford's  Premium  Fluid. 

12.  Stephens'  Blue  Black  Writing  Fluid. 
-13.  H.  IMorrell's  Registration  Ink, 

14.  Caw's  Ink. 

^--15.  Thaddeus  Davids  Co.'s  Steel  Pen  Ink. 

16.  Carter's  AV'riting  Fluid. 

17.  Carter's  Safety  Ink, 

X.-18.  Carter's  Combined  AVriting  and  Copying  Ink. 

PJ.  Carter's  Koal  Black  Ink. 

20.  Carter's  Paven  IMack  Ink. 

-  21.  Arnold's  Ollice  and  Steel  Pen  Writing  Ink. 

%  22.  Walkden's  Japan  Ink. 

23.  Lyons'  Black  Ink. 

24.  Arnold's  CluMuical  Writing  Fluid. 

yk  25.  Crystal  Writing  and  Coining  Ink,  Geo.  II.  Freeman. 

28.  Underwood's  Everlasting  Hnnk  Ink, —  Cobalt  Black. 

29.  Antoine's  Modern  Ink,  Unchangeable  Jet  Black. 

30.  Murray's  Congress  Pec^ord  Ink,  — Blue  Black. 
.-.  31.  Best  Black  Ink,  D.  B.  Mnrr:iy  &  Son. 

~-32.  II,  C.  Stephens'  Connnercial  lUack  Ink. 

33.  Stephens'  Unchangeable  Dark  Bine  Writing  Fluid. 

34.  II.  C.  Stephens'  Aeilyton  Copying  Ink. 

•  35.  W.  B.  Todd's  Government  Writing  Fluid. 

3().  Bonney's  Premium  French  Ink. 

X  37.  Blackwood  ..1-  Co.'s     Old  ^English  "  Black  Letter  Writing 
Ink.  noi  -for  ^ale:  Vi^^o^T^i^. 

39.  ContinentalJet  Black  Ink. 

40.  Ponieroy's  Permanent  Bhu.'k  Ink. 

54.  Zulu  Black  Writing  Ink,  J.  &  I.  E.  Moore. 

55.  AVorthiugton's  Diamond  Gloss  Black  Ink. 

56.  Joy's  Connnercial  Writing  Ink. 

57.  The  Keystone  Unchangeable  Jet  Black  Ink,  J.  C.  Blair. 
-58.  AVilliam  A.  Davis'  U.  S.  Treasury  Combined  Writing  and 

Copying  Ink. 

59.  Draper's  Ink  (Dichroic). 

60.  Encre  Violette,  —  A.  W.  Faber. 

61.  Stafford's  Violet-Black  Copying  Ink. 

62.  ]Maynard  ^  Noycs'  \'iolet-P>lack  AVriting  and  Copying  Ink. 
^63.  Sanford's  Combined  \Vi  iring  and  Copying  Fluid. 

%  64.  iNIaynard  &  Noyes  Cheinictd  AVriting  Fluid, 

65,  Sanford's  Ink,  French  Copying, 

66,  The  A,  T,  Cross  Stylographic  Ink, 

67,  Dunlap's  Stylographic  Ink. 
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iVos.  26,  27,  and  38  bore  lal)eLs  of  stationers  who  were  not 
inanntacturers,  tlie  same  inks  undoulttedly  l)eing  incliideil  in 
the  above  numbers.  .Nos.  41  to  53  were  lancy  eolored  inks, 
whieh  faded  ahnost  instantly  upon  exj)osure  to  light,  and 
none  of  these  were  submitted  for  ex:imination. 

The  reputation  of  the  chemists  making  the  analyses  is  suf- 
cient  guarantee  of  their  accuracy.  Prof.  (Jeorge  F.  II.  Marko»|j 
Ph.G.,  is  professor  of  general  chemistry  at  the  Massachusetts 
C/ollege  of  Pharmacy,  is  now  and  has  been  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  revision  and  [)ublication  of  the 
U.  S.  PharmacopaMa,  and  was  formerly  instructor  of  iNlateri^^ 
Medica  at  Harvard  University.  Prof.  J.  W.  Baird,  A.M., 
Ph.C,  M.D.,  is  professor  of  analytical  chemistry  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy.  ^ 

Their  report  is  as  follows  :  — 

BosTox,  Dec.  8,  1890. 

Cominissioner  on  Public  Records,  etc. 

Sir:  — We  present  herewith  our  report  upon  the  fifty-one  sam- 
ples of  ink  submitted  to  us  for  classification. 

Writing  inks  are  liquids,  eolored  either  with  some  freely  soluble 
material,  or  by  means  of  a  finely  divided  precipitate  held  in  sus- 
pension. Any  material  that  is  capable  of  imparting  a  color  m:i!^ 
be  used.  ]>ut  in  this  report  only  those  nvaterials  will  be  consid- 
ered that  produce  liquids  with  a  snllleient  color  to  be  classed  under 
the  head  of  daik  inks,  principally  black  or  black  modified  (i.  e., 
the  green,  [)urple  and  blue  black,  the  dark  blue  and  the  deep  red- 
dish and  purplish  inks). 

.  Formerly  ordinary  writing  inks  consisted  of  an  infusion  or 
decoction  of  nut-galls,  with  a  solution  of  ferrous  sulphate,  known 
also  as  copperas,  green  vitriol,  sulphate  of  iron,  added.  In  this 
mixture  there  is  produced  a  preci[)itate,  lighter  or  darker,  depend- 
ing upon  the  method  of  manufacture  and  length  of  time  since 
manufactured,  as  will  be  seen  fiulher  on. 

The  solution  of  iron  sul[)linte  absorhs  oxygen  from  the  air,  and 
is  converted  more  or  less  into  a  product  whieh  will  be  called  in  this 
report  oxidized  iron.  The  nut-galls  contain  gallo-tannie  acid,  ai^Ql 
somi!  little  gallic  acid.  The  gallo-tannie  acid  forms  with  ironeoiflr 
pounds  a  [)recipitate  ;  with  unchanged  iron  sulphate,  the  [)reeii)itate 
is  //V/A /'-colored  ;  with  oxidized  iron,  the  precipit:ite  is  dark  eol- 
ored,—  gi'iiy  black  to  hlaek.  Gallo-tannie  ;ieid  is,  when  moist, 
converted  by  exposure  to  air  more  or  less  into  gidlic  acid. 
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Gallic  nckl  strikes  a  darker  color  with  oxidized  iron  than  does 
gallo-tannic  acid. 

From  the  above  facts  it  will  be  seen  that,  when  the  ingredi- 
ents—  iron  sulphate  and  galls  —  are  mixed,  not  much  color  is  pro- 
duced, but  that  the  color  develops  by  exposure  of  the  ink,  due  to 
the  conversion  principally  of  the  iron  into  oxidized  iron,  and  partly 
of  the  gallo-tnnnic  into  gallic  acid- 

From  this  it  would  appear  theoretically  that  the  more  the  conver- 
sion the  better  the  ink,  ])ut  that  is  not  so.  The  ink  must  contain 
enough  oxidized  iron  to  give  color  suflicient  when  first  Avritten  to 
be  distinctly  h^gible,  but  should  also  contain  anoxidized  iron,  so 
tiiat,  after  it  is  upon  the  paper,  the  exposure  there  will  cause  this 
unoxidized  iron  gradually  to  be  oxidized,  and  l)y  that  means  make 
the  color  deepen  with  age.  A  further  reason  why  a  proportion  of 
the  iron  should  remain  unoxidized  is,  tliat  the  process  of  oxida- 
tion and  precipitation  causes  the  ink  to  become  more  intimately 
fixed  in  the  libres  of  the  [)aper. 

To  obtain  the  oxidized  iroi},  tlie  ink,  after  it  is  mixed,  nuist  stand 
ex[)osed  for  some  time  ;  then  it  sliould  be  drawn  off  and  bottled, 
theivl)y  excluding  the  air,  and  thus  retaining  a  portion  of  the  iron 
in  an  unoxidized  state. 

,Vs  above  said,  a  precipitate  is  produced  between  the  solution  of 
galls  and  that  of  iron,  which  gives  the  color.  This  precipitate  will 
settle  out  and  leave  the  solution  |)oor  in  color,  unk'ss  something  is 
added  to  keej)  it  in  susi)ension.  To  accomplish  that,  to  all  gall  inks 
some  gum  is  added,  generally  gum-arabic.  This  gum  has  an 
additional  use,  viz.,  gives  a  gloss  to  the  writing,  and,  if  not  in 
excess,  probably  attaches  the  precipitate  more  lirmly  to  the  paper. 
An  excess,  however,  would  without  doubt  tend  to  keep  the  precipi- 
tate upon  the  surface,  and  not  allow  it  to  bite  into  the  fibres  of  the 
l)nper.  Therefore,  only  enough  gum  should  be  used  to  hold  the 
])recipitate  in  suspension. 

T<^  sum  up,  a  good  gall  and  iron  ink  must  contain  suificient  galls 
and  iron  sulphate  to  furnish  material  from  which  the  color  can  be 
formed,  and  must  have  been  exposed  a  sullicient  time  to  allow  the 
color  to  be  formed,  and  must  then  be  excluded  from  the  air  (bot- 
tled), so  it  will  contain  some  unoxidized  iron,  and  fin:dly  nmst 
contain  tlie  pro'^er  amount  of  gum. 

Theoreticall} ,  it  might  api)ear  that  the  more  material  used  the 
better  the  ink,  producing  more  color  and  more  body.  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  this  is  so,  but  after  about  a  certain  point  the  Inks  will 
be  too  heavy  to  How  easily  from  the  pen.  The  more  material  that 
an  ink  contains,  and  still  Hows  comfortably,  the  better  the  ink, 
as  regards  permanency. 
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The  following  table,  taken  from  the  highest  authorities, 
shows  the  composition  of  gall  inks  of  ditfcrent  grades  :  — 


Allen's  Cdmmkucial 
okgank;  Analvsis. 

Watt's  Diction  a  i:v 

OK  ClIKMISTltY. 

A. 

Superior 

B. 
Iiitorior 

C. 

Too  heavy 

I). 

Ordinary  mo. 

Nut-gaHa,  

02 

125 

75 

31 

225 

24 

Gum-arabic,  

25 

31 

25 

24 

Water,  

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

A,  would  represent  tlie  compositiou  of  a  superior  writing  ink, 
too  strong  for  ordinary  use,  but  undoubtedl}''  admirably  adapted 
fov  permanent  records. 

1),  an  inferior  ink. 

C,  an  ink  too  heavy  for  writing  purposes. 

D,  an  ink  well  adtipted  for  ordinary  use. 

The  gall  and  iron  ink  (above  described)  has  always  been  con- 
sidered  the  best  black  ink.  It  deepens  on  exposure,  bites  into  the 
fibres  of  the  paper,  does  not  fade  readily,  and,  even  if  the  organic 
matter  is  destroyed  or  faded,  yet,  if  the  ink  contains  pleut}'  of 
iron,  tlu!  iron  compounds  remaining  in  the  paper  can  be  made 
legible  by  the  use  of  certain  chemical  reagents;  e.  r/.,  brushing 
over  with  solution  of  potassium  ferrocyanide  (yellow  prussiate  of 
potash)  or  a  solution  of  nut-galls,  thereby  striking  a  dark  color 
with  the  iron.    Inks  other  than  iron  iuks  do  not  have  this  property. 

The  most  permanent  black  color  is  tlie  tanno-galhite  of  iron  (the 
color  In  the  gall  and  iron  ink),  and  -Any  other  coloring  matter,  used 
either  wholly  as  a  substitute  or  to  substitute  a  portion  of  the  galls 
and  iron,  only  impairs  th(;  (piality  of  ink.  Of  late  years  this  has 
been  done  to  a  consideralde  extent,  and  consequently  tiie  marlcet 
is  Hooded  witli  many  cheaj)  and  inferior  inks.  They  give  a  deep 
and  an  iimnediate  color  when  written,  but  their  color  cannot  stand 
the  test  of  the  atmosphere,  ligiit,  and  time. 

Of  otlier  coloring  matter  found  in  inks,  the  iirst  to  be  men- 
tioned is  :  — 

Logwood,  which  is  used  not  onl^^  for  its  individual  color,  but  for 
the  tannin  it  contains.  It  gives  a  darker  hue  to  the  ink,  and  there- 
fore; is  often  substituted  for  tlu!  gdls,  to  cheapen  the  ink,  or 
is  added  to  an  inferior  ink  to  give  additional  color.  Logwood 
alone  or  with  alum  is  commonly  the  basis  of  the  reddish  and 
purplish  inks.    Logwood  with  potassium  chromate  forms  a  black 
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ink.  The  objoction  to  logwood  is  that  compamtivv^y  it  fades 
readily,  will  not  stand  the  test  of  time  and  light,  and  when  used 
alone  cannot  be  restored  after  once  faded.  Tlierefore,  logwood 
inks  should  not  be  nsed  for  records. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  aniline  dyes,  the}'  have  been  largel}^ 
employed  for  the  manufacture  of  ink,  either  wholly  to  replace  the 
galls  and  iron,  or  as  an  addition  to  them,  to  allow  the  use  of  only 
a  little  galls  and  iron.  They  are  also  mixed  with  other  coloi's. 
Under  the  name  of  nigrosine  (an  aniline  black),  there  are  found 
a  variety  of  very  strong  dyes,  which  are  perfectly  soluble  in  water, 
and  which  in  the  proportion  of  from  1  to  per  cent.,  perhaps 
without  further  addition,  represent  fairly  closely  the  counnercial 
inks  of  this  variety.  Such  inks  are  chenp,  give  an  immediate 
black,  have  very  little  bod}',  and  are  popular  for  use  as  stylo- 
graphic  inks. 

Although  some  of  the  nigrosines  are  very  resisteut  to  chemic;d 
reagents,  yet  many  of  them  are  not,  and  do  fade  under  the  inllu- 
encc  of  light,  while  none  of  them  have  been  tried  sulliciently  to 
prove  their  i)ermanence.  x\nother  objection  is  their  free  solubility 
in  water,  which  makes  it  comparatively  easy  to  wash  such  inks 
from  the  paper,  and  allows  them  to  run  if  accidentally  wet.  Fur- 
thermore, they  do  not  enter  the  paper  tis  gall  and  iron  inks  do. 

There  is  a  very  popular  class  of  inks  on  the  market,  known  as,  — 

Blne-hlack  tvritiiuj  Jltdds,  or  simply  writi/Kj  Jluids.  They  consist 
generally  of  a  thin  gall  and  iron  ink,  with  snlphindigotic  acid  or 
indigo-carmine,  sometimes  aniline  blue,  added  to  give  intensity  to 
the  color.  They  How  reiidily  from  the  pen,  give  an  innnediate 
color,  tind  are  nuich  employed.  For  ordinary  use  they  are  excel- 
lent, liut,  because  of  their,  thinness  and  lack  of  metallic  basis, 
they  are  generally  acknowledged,  even  by  their  manufacturers,  as 
not  well  adapted  for  permanent  rt'cords. 

'i'here  is  a  vtiriety  of  hlae  ///A',  made  of  soluble  Prussian-blue. 
It  ca.ii  be  easil}^  made  l>y  dissolving  Prussian-blue  in  oxalic  acid. 
It  has  essentially  the  same  composition  as  laundry  bluing.  It  is 
resistant,  but  is  vei-y  apt  to  decompose. 

'J'here  is  a  black  ink  known  as  airhnn  i)ik^  which  has  nigrosine 
as  a  basis,  and  has  also  iinely  divided  carbon  suspended  by  gum. 
It  is  very  resistant  to  chemicals,  the  most  so  of  any  ink;  but, 
although  this  is  so,  we  cannot  iiilvise  its  use  for .  reccn-ds,  because^ 
it  does  not  penetrate  the  glaze  of  the  paper  ordinarily  used  ; 
because  it  can  be  more  or  less  easily  washed  off  with  water;  and 
because  it  runs  easily  when  wet. 

To  prevent  inks  from  moulding,  various  substances  are  added  ;  y 
e.  g.,  essential  oils,  bruised  cloves,  carbolic  acid,  vinegar,  etc. 
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TJie  addition  of  acid  retards  the  oxidation  of  the  iron.  The  ink 
therefore  remains  thinner  and  pale,  darkens  less  r:\[)idly  when 
written,  and  is  more  corrosive  to  steel  pens.  Otherwise,  the  addi- 
tion of  small  amonnts  of  preservative  agents  does  no  htirm. 

The  so-called  copying  inls  are  made  by  a  small  addition  of  sugar 
or  glycerine  to  any  ink.  Even  if  a  rich  gall  and  iron  ink  is  so  pre- 
pared, the  additions  that  give  its  copying  qualities  injure  it  as  a 
record  ink.  The  connnercial  co[)ying  inks  are  generally  made  with 
logwood  as  a  basis. 

The  following  is  the  classification  of  the  inks  sent  to  us  for 
examination.  The  classification  is  as  accurate  as  can  be  made, 
unless  exhaustive  chemical  analysis  be  conducted  upon  each  ink, 
which  it  was  not  desired  that  we  should  make. 


Classification. 


A.    The  Disti)ictlu  Reddish  and  PurplisJi  Inks.  — Logwood  mostly. 

/.    The  Red. 


Spi'cilic  j 
Clravity 

NUMUKHS. 

.  Specific 
(inivity 

34,       .       .  . 

1.090  ' 

«2,  .  .  .  . 

1.014 

61,  .... 

1.047 

1 

G5,     .       .  ... 

l.OGl 

//.    The  Purple. 

2  

1.017 

59,     .       .  . 

1.020 

2i),  .... 

1.0;57 

GO,     .       .       .  . 

1.013 

B.  TJie  Deep  Ptirjde-hlack  und  Blue-bldck  Liks.  —  Iron  and 
galls;  some  with  little  color,  some  with  more.  (Of  this  class, 
number  23  does  not  stand  the  required  test,  and  is  too  thin.) 


^0,       .       .       .  . 

1.041 

X-22,  . 

1.051 

-     8.       .       .  . 

1.032 

23,     .       .       .  . 

1.019 

13,  .... 

1.041 

-31,  .... 

1.027 

15  

1.026 

17^63,  .... 

1.042 

X18,       .      .       .  . 

1.016 

! 
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C.  The  Parple-hlae  Inks.  —  Some  contain  iron,  others  do  not". 
Some  are  apparently  nigrosine.  Others  contain  logwood,  and 
some  are  evidently  mixtures.  The  division  Ijelow  may  not  be 
absolutely  correct,  but  the  class  as  a  whole  has  considerable  color 
added. 


I.  Nigrosine. 


NCIIBEES. 

Specific 
Gravity 

Numbers. 

Speciflc 
Gravity 

4,  .... 

l.OOG 

3G,    .       .       .  . 

1.006 

•9,  .... 

1.010 

6G,    .       .       .  . 

1.014 

14,  .... 

l.OOG 

66,    ...  . 

1.003 

19,       .       .       .  . 

l.OOG 

07,  . 

1.007 

II.    Mixed  Inks^  probably  Logwood  and  Nigrosine. 

20  

1.011 

54,     .       .       .  . 

1.012 

39,  .... 

l.OU 

55  

_i 

40,  .... 

1.009 

57,     ...  . 

l.OOG 

///.    Iron  and  Galls  with  Nigrosine  for  Added  Color. 


1.020 


D.     The  Deep-blue  Inks. 

I.    This  is  the  class  to  which  most  of  the  so-called  luriling  fluids  belong. 
Mostly  iron  and  galls,  with  indigo  color  added. 


1, 

1.026 

12,  . 

1.021 

7, 

1.014 

16,  . 

i:t)20* 

10, 

1.017 

28,  . 

1.015 

11, 

1.019 

30,  . 

1.027 

»  Siiecimen  too  small  to  take  specific  gravity. 
«  DccumpOised.  s  a  good  blue.    Sec  p. 


//.    Priissian-blue  Inks. 

33,*  .... 

33a,^       .  . 
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E.    The  Blade  and  Greenisli-hlack  Inlcs. 
I.    Pure  galls,  and  iron  and  galls,  and  iron  ivith  only  little  color  added. 
A.    Green  Black. 


Numbers. 

Specific 
(jfavitv 

Color  aMod  or  not 

"IMiiicriil 
MattiT  ill  50 

Cubic 
Centimeters 

Calculated 
ammiiit  oJ"  Iron 
Sulpliate 

tit    1   Al  1/^    i  '  1 1  hir> 

Centimeters 

-  3,     .       .  . 
24,  . 
Y25,     .       .  . 
35,  . 

58,     .       .  . 
>64,     .       .  . 

1.029 
1.021 
1.044 
1.024 
1.032 
1.02G 

Little  added  color, 
Little  added  color, 

Little  added  color, 

0.541 

0.5234 

0.7395 

0.528 

0.7418 

0.5646 

37.6 

36.4 

51.4 

36.6  ■ 

51.6 

39.2 

B.  Black. 

-21,  . 

^32.     .       .  . 
>  37,     .       .  . 

1.041 
1.033 
1.070 

Little  added  color, 
Little  added  color, 
Little  added  color, 

0.6777 
0.4797 
1.3185 

46.96 

33.4 

91.6 

II.    Carbon  and  Nigrosine. 


NUM15ER8. 

Specific  Gravity 

17,    .       .       .       .       .      .  . 

According  to  the  reasons  given  in  the  first  part  of  this  report,  the 
inks  under  all  the  classes,  except  the  following  under  B,  and  V.^  I., 
viz.,  numbers  3,  0,8,  13,  15,  18,  21,  2;2,  24,  25,  31,  32,  35,  37,  58, 
63,  04,  should  be  discarded  />r  records.  Of  the  numbers  just  men-~i 
tioned,  only  three  apparently  have  no  color  added.  The  amount  1 
of  color,  however,  is  small,  and  that  in  itself  probably  docs  not 
injure  the  ink. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  there  is  great  variation  in  the  gravi- 
ties. In  order  to  show  comparatively  the  amount  of  mineral 
matter  in  these,  we  have  obtained  the  residues  of  50  cubic  centi- 
iiu'ters  by  ignition  with  nitric  acid,  and  this  has  been  calculated 
to  parts  of  crystallized  iron  suli)hate  per  1,000  cubic  centimeters 
(of  use  to  show  comparative  values  only),  all  of  which  is  shown 

»  Specific  gravity  not  material. 
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in  the  table.  By  comparison  with  the  composition  of  gall  inks  of 
different  grades  given  in  the  first  table  in  this  report  wherein  ink 
classed  as  "A"  is  taken  as  a  standard  for  record  ink,  it  can 
easily  be  seen  to  which  grade  of  inks  each  number  corresponds, 
and  it  Avill  be  found  that  all  but  one  are  deficient  in  iron  sulphate  ; 
and,  without  making  a  special  determination,  they  are  al],  in  our 
opinion,  deficient  in  galls  (taking  the  "superior  inks"  as  a 
standard). 

As  a  conclusion,  since  the  great  mass  of  inks  on  the  market  are 
not  suitable  for  records,  because  of  their  lack  of  body  and  because 
of  the  quantity  of  unstable  color  which  they  contain,  and  because 
the  few  whose  coloring  matters  are  not  objectionable  are  deficient 
in  galls  and  iron,  or  both,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  the 
Stnte  set  its  own  standard  for  the  composition  of  inks  to  be  used 
in  its  oflices  and  for  its  records,  have  the  inks  manufactured 
according  to  specification  sent  out,  and  receive  the  manufactured 
products  subject  to  chemical  assay.  In  this  way  only  can  there  be 
a  uniformity  in  the  inks  used  for  the  records  throughout  the  State, 
and  in  no  other  way  can  a  proper  standard  be  maintained. 

George  F.  11.  Markoe,  Ph.Cx., 
Professor  General  Chemistry ,  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy . 

J.  W.  Baird,  A.m.,  Ph.C,  M.D., 

Professor  Analytical  Chemistry,  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  5,  1890. 

The  conclusions  at  which  I  arrived  were  drawn,  as  stated, 
from  maniifactiirers  or.  recording  officers,  wholly  indepen- 
dently of  the  chemists  ;  hut  they  will  be  found  to  coim-ide 
in  many  particulars  with  theirs.  I  did  consult  them  in 
regard  to  the  practicability  of  maintaining  a  State  standard 
for  record  iidv,  wdiich  they  have  approved. 

The  commendation  by  the  chemists  of  some  of  the  so-called 
writing  fluids  e\'})hiins  in  a  degree  the  variety  of  opinions 
advanced  ])y  the  manufacturers  in  regard  to  the  durability  of 
fluids.  Some  of  them  will  be  seen  to  possess  the  qualities 
of  iidc,  and  the  nsime  iluid  is  evidently  given  to  meet  the 
commercial  demand  for  lluids. 

Several  persons,  manufacturers  among  them,  expressed 
greater  conlidoice  in  tests  of  ex})()sure  of  inks  to  the  light 
and  weatlicr,  than  to  chemical  analyses.  I,  therefore,  as  a 
di'y  test,  placed  on  the  inside  of  a  window  pane  receiving  a 
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etronir  li<rlit,  writing  made  under  exactly  the  same  condi- 
tions with  each  of  sixty-s^cven  inks,  wliieh  remained  there 
from  ]N[arch  13  to  Deceml)er  8.  Simihir  writing  was 
exi)0sed  to  light  and  the  weather  from  September  25  to 
December  8  ;  and  the  result  of  the  resistance  of  the  inks  in 
both  tests  is  an  almost  exact  contirmation  of  the  report  of 
tln'  chemists,  inks  of  the  same  class  varying  in  their  resist- 
ance according  to  their  specific  gravity  or  amount  of  added 
color. 

It  may  be  safely  said,  therefore,  that,  of  sixty-seven 
inks  of  which  I  procured  samples,  all  but  seventeen  are 
unsuitable  for  records,  and  amon'j:  these  the  chemists  say 
but  one  is  fully  up  to  the  established  scientific  standard 
of  quantity  of  iron  sulphate.  The  reason  is  })lain, — the 
demand  for  commercial  inks  is  large,  for  record,  small  ;  and 
the  supply  has  been  to  meet  the  demand. 

Record  Paper. 

The  subject  of  paper  for  public  records  is  an  important 
one,  especially  at  this  time,  when  wood  is  largely  used  in 
the  m:unifacture  of  paper. 

Section  I  of  chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides 
as  follows:  "The  matters  of  public  record  in  an}^  office 
shall  be  entered  or  recorded  on  paper  made  wholly  of  linen, 
of  a  firm  texture,  well  sized,  and  well  finished  ;  and  in  the 
selection  of  paper  for  such  records,  a  preference  shall  be 
given  to  linen  paper  of  American  manufacture,  if  it  is 
marked  in  water  line  with  the  word  '  linen,'  and  also  ^vith 
the  name  of  the  manufacturer." 

The  law  has  practically  been  a  dead  letter,  for  the  follow- 
ing rc^asons,  and  it  is  sur[)rising  that  it  h:is  remained  so  long 
unre[)ealed  :  no  paper  is  made  wlioll}^  of  linen,  except  for 
bonds  or  other  special  uses  other  than  for  records,  and  it 
would  l)e  unfit  for  records  if  it  were  ;   paper  is  marked 

linen  "  which  is  not  linen,  and  is  not  bouglit  for  linen,  the 
lerm  being  accepted  in  the  paper  trade  as  ap[)lying  to  the 
best  ])apers,  wdiich  are  about  one-half  linen  ;  none  but  ex[)erts 
coidd  know  whctlu^r  pa[)er  was  all  linen,  if  it  were  desirable 
to  purchase  it. 

.Many  who  purcluisc  bound  record  books  think  a  low- 
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priced  book  is  economical  ;  and,  the  price,  size,  and  general 
style  being  satisfactory,  if  the  pa[)cr  has  a  good  surface, 
little  attention  lias  been  paid  to  its  quality.  The  county 
recording  officers  and  persons  using  [)aper  in  unbound  form 
liave  undoubtedly  used  the  standard  reliable  papers,  but, 
in  doing  the  best  thing  possil)le,  have  been  obliged  to  non- 
comply  with  the  law. 

.AVith  a  view  of  ol)taining  information  of  the  paper  manu- 
facturers upon  the  sal)ject,  I  sent  to  every  manufacturer  in 
the  State,  whose  address  1  could  obtain,  a  circidar  quoting 
the  section  referred  to,  and  asking  his  opinion  upon  the  fol- 
lowing points  :  — 

1.  Is  paper  made  wholly  of  linen  the  best  record  paper  now 
made  ? 

2.  Is  paper  made  wholly  or  partly  of  wood  suitable  for  records? 

3.  Is  there  any  way  in  wlilcli  a  person  not  an  expert  can  detect 
the  prerienee  of  any  cousidertdjle  amount  of  unlit  material  in 
paper  ? 

4.  Would  it  l)e  practicable  to  require  that  paper  made  wholly 
or  partly  of  wood  should  have  some  distinguishuig  mark  to  sliow 
that  fact? 

5.  Do  you  believe  that  the  obliteration  of  ink  is  ever  due  to 
the  presence  of  chemicals  left  in  the  paper? 

Ive[)lies  were  received  from  twenty-eight,  including  the 
leading  manufacturers,  and  the  foll()\ving  conclusions  were 
drawn  from  their  re[)lies  :  — 

Paper  made  of  linen  rags  and  new  cotton  clippings  is  the 
best  record  pa[)er. 

I^iper  made  of  all  linen  is  not  suitable  for  records,  as  the 
surface  is  too  hard  for  the  ink  to  penetrate,  and  it  can  1)c 
washed  of!'. 

Paper  made  wholly  or  partly  of  wood  is  not  suitable  for 
records. 

A  person  not  an  expert  c;mnot  detect  unlit  material  in 
paper,  nidess  it  exists  in  very  large  (pnintities. 

It  would  not  be  practicable  to  retjuire  that  paper  made 
wholly  or  partly  of  wood  should  be  so  nnirked.  Some  man- 
ufacturers are  of  the  o[)ini()n  that  an}^  distinguishing  mark 
is  valueless;  juhI  the  universal  use  of  the  word  "linen" 
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upon  paper  which  is  known  not  to  be  linen  tends  to  support 
that  opinion. 

Neglect  to  properly  wash  out  the  chemicals  used  for 
bleaching  rags  or  for  treating  wood  would  undoubtedly 
cause  the  ink  to  be  obliterated,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

Several  of  the  manufacturers  gave  their  opinions  at  length 
upon  some  of  the  points;  and,  as  they  are  instructive,  I 
quote  them  :  — 

"I  am  glad  that  you  are  lookiug  into  tliis  matter,  as  I  think 
trouble  is  coming  in  the  future  from  the  quality  of  paper  used. 
We  know  absolutely  nothing  about  the  effects  of  time  upon  chemi- 
cal wood  fibres,  and  a  vast  amount  of  these  are  behig  used  in  all 
papers." 

"To  conclude,  we  would  express  our  opinion  that  the  law  of 
181G  is  a  good  one,  with  the  exception  of  'wholly  of  linen,' 
which  should  be  '  rags,'  and  it  should  also  include  a  provision 
that  paper  should  have  a  certain  tensile  strength.  AVe  could  with 
some  trouble  and  expense  give  the  experience  of  a  county  in  New 
Jersey,  which  had  to  replace  a  large  number  of  record  books  on 
account  of  the  first  ones  having  so  much  wood  in  them." 

"  My  opinion  is  that  the  paper  made  wholly  of  linen  is  not  any 
better  for  record  paper  than  where  a  portion  of  the  stock,  say  fifty 
per  cent.,  is  of  linen,  and  the  other  fifty  is  of  some  new  material, 
like  unbleached  cotton  cloth  or  bleached  cotton  cloth.  You  will 
understand  that  I  mean  that  this  cloth  must  not  have  been  worn 
or  washed,  and  in  this  way  it  will  retain  all  its  strength ;  and  this 
pnpcr  combined  with  the  linen  would  be  durable,  and  would  not 
change  color." 

"  In  regard  to  your  second  inquiry,  my  opinion  is  that  fibre 
made  wholly  out  of  wood  would  be  unsuitable  for  records.  While 
the  fibre  is  similar  to  that  of  cotton  or  linen,  it  is  of  a  different 
nature  when  you  come  to  work  it  in  accordance  with  the  paper- 
maker's  art,  and  I  think  it  would  be  likely  to  disintegrate,  or 
become  brittle  and  of  poor  color.  A  small  portion  of  wood 
miglit  not  be  any  serious  injury  to  paper,  but  it  would  undoubt- 
edly have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  color  somewhat,  and  would  not 
be  as  strong  as  old  linen  and  old  cotton  stock." 

"  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  to  require  that  paper 
made  wholly  or  partly  of  wood  should  Irave  a  designating  mark.  I 
think  the  ditnculty  wotdd  be  that,  where  you  purchased  paper  of 
tiie  lowest  bidder,  woovl  being  so  much  cheiq)er,  there  would  be  a 
great  temptation  to  put  it  in,  and  you  would  have  to  rely  on  the 
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integrity  of  the  paper  maker  entirely  as  to  whether  wood  was 
used,  or-  not." 

"Paper  made  wholly  of  linen  rags  would  be  unfit  for  writing  piu-- 
poses,  as  it  would  be  like  sheepskin  or  bond  paper." 

"  Undoubtedly  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  tlic  pulp-makers 
have  been  unable  to  destroy  all  the  acids  in  their  products  ;  and,  if 
the  chlorine  is  not  '  killed  '  at  the  paper  mill,  it  will  act  ou  the  ink." 

"  I  think  that  the  ink  is  oftcner  at  fault  than  the  paper,  although 
the  alkalies  in  paper  may  affect  some  kinds  of  ink.  Very  little  all- 
linen  paper  is  now  made,  and  it  is  very  hard  to  write  upon,  — as 
bond  paper,  for  instance.  Great  misconception  exists  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  regard  to  linen  paper,  and  much  that  is  water-marked 
linen  contains  very  little  linen  stock.  ^\^e  once  made  a  lot  of 
payer  from  all  linen,  and  another  lot  from  all  cotton  stock,  so 
nearly  alike  that  good  judges  could  not  tell  the  difference.  AVood 
should  not  be  used  in  any  form  in  paper  for  public  records.  In 
time  it  dries,  cracks,  and  crumbles.  For  a  paper  to  last  a  long 
time,  that  will  bear  handling  and  folding,  and  that  will  at  the  same 
time  write  upon  easily,  there  is  nothing  better  than  a  paper  made 
from  old  linen  and  new  cotton  rags,  without  clay,  wood  pulp,  or 
other  adulterant ;  such  a  paper,  in  fact,  as  any  of  the  leading  brands 
of  ledger  paper." 

"Paper  made  from  cotton,  and,  say,  one-quarter  part  chemical 
wood,  Avould  be  cheaper  and  still  strong  enough  for  record  paper, 
especially  Avhen  sized  with  animal  sizing,  and  air-dried  without  com- 
ing in  coutact  with  hot  iron.  Much  of  the  paper  in  account  books 
sold  in  the  market  is  '  engine-sized '  only,  which  prevents  the  ink  from 
spreading,  but  does  not  strengthen  or  harden  the  paper  as  animal 
sizing  does.  It  is  this  animal  sizing  that  adds  to  the  cost  very 
materially  of  all  good  writing  paper,  but  in  white  paper  it  can  be 
easily  detected  by  exposure  to  the  sunlight  a  few  days,  when  it  will 
be  found  to  lose  its  whiteness,  and  become  a  dingy  yello^v." 

"  The  great  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  wood  fibre  by  chemi- 
cal manipulation  has  rendered  this  material  very  different  from  the 
ground  wood  (mechanical  process),  against  Avhich  the  prejudice 
against  Avood  in  paper  making  arose  origiually.  There  is  as  much 
if  not  a  greater  difference  between  wood  chemically  treated  and 
mechanically  treated  as  there  is  between  wood  and  rag  pulp  ;  and 
in  many  cases  a  mixture  of  wood  and  rag  pulp  will  make  a  better 
pn[)rr  than  either  will  make  alone." 

"  Paper  for  records  must  ])e  pretty  hard,  especi:dly  if  bound  iu 
volumes  of  which  the  leaves  are  to  be  nuich  turned  and  worn,  and 
probably  a  large  percentage,  such  as  fifty  per  cent.,  might  well  be 
of  linen." 
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"  Iron  ink  is  not  obliterated  by  the  chemicals  left  in  the  paper. 
Logwood  ink  is  very  likely  to  be  obliterated." 

"  Paper  made  from  a  combination  of  linen  and  new  cotton  rags,  • 
and  sized  with  animal  sizing  (or  ghie),  and  afterward  air-dried, 
possesses  all  the  qualities  ixvpiisite  for  durable  records,  and  is 
superior  to  that  made  of  linen  only." 

A  simple  and  practical  test  to  detect  unfit  material  in  paper 
for  records  is  to  repeatedly  fold  the  sheet,  and  then  try  the 
strength  ;  if  it  breaks  easily  at  fold,  it  is  cither  made  of  cheap, 
tender  stock,  or  is  adulterated  witli  material  having  no  textile 
strength." 

The  destruction  of  the  paper  in  some  of  the  ancient 
records  seems  to  be  unaccounted  for,  unless  the  cause  Liy  in 
tbe  paper  itself.  Pages  ])tive  changed  color  until  they  have 
])ec(>nie  almost  bhick,  and  the  pa|)er  has  cracked  in  irregular 
lines,  the  same  irregular  shape  following  through  very  many 
of  the  leav(;s  as  if  cut  with  a  die,  and  pieces  of  the  i)ages 
have  dropped  out.  The  darkest  and  weakest  s})ots  are  in 
the  centre  of  l)oth  the  leaf  and  the  book,  the  edges  of  the 
leaf  and  the  outside  leaves  showing  less  of  the  deteriora- 
tion. The  ex[)lanation  of  this  decay  advanced  ])y  an  old  and 
inactical  paper  maker  is  that  the  acid  used  in  bleaching  tbe 
rags  was  not  washed  out,  and,  the  lieaviest  i)ressure  in  bind- 
ing haviiig  come  ii[)on  the  centre  of  the  pages,  the  acid  took 
greater  ellect  there.  The  ink  used  upon  these  discolored 
pages  is  as  bright  as  when  ap[)lied,  which  is  further  [)roof 
of  the  permanent  character  of  the  ancient  inks,  and  shows 
that,  tln^y  were  not  injuriously  adected  l)y  tbe  acid. 

I  would  advise  tbe  repeal  of  section  1  of  chapter  .')7,  and 
tile  passage  of  the  following:  Tiie  matters  of  public  record 
in  any  olFice  shall  be  entered  or  recorded  on  |)a[)er  made  of 
linen  rags  and  new  cotton  clip[)ings,  well  sized  with  animal 
sizing  and  well  (iiiished  ;  and  in  the  selection  of  }Ki[)er  for 
such  records  preference  shall  be  given  to  such  pa[)er  of 
American  manuficture,  if  it  is  marked  in  wMter  line  with 
tin;  word  "  record,"  and  also  wdth  the  name  of  the  manu- 
facturer. 

The  names  of  many  of  the  })aper  manufjictureis  of  this 
Stai(;  are  sutlicient  guarantees  that  tludr  paper,  if  marked  as 
recpiired,  is  what  it  purports  to  be  ;  and,  it'  the  recording 
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ofBcers  will  procure  record  paper  of  their  manufacture,  there 
ma}'  he  no  fear  of  the  [)erinanency  of  the  records,  as  far  as 
the  paper  is  concerned.  Especial  care  should  be  taken  to 
procure  proper  paper  when  it  is  purchased  already  bound, 
as  much  worthless  paper  is  in  the  market  in  that  form. 

I  have  received  by  mail,  and  in  person  during  my  visits  to 
the  several  towns,  much  complaint  of  the  quality  of  the  paper 
and  l)inding  in  the  books  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth  for 
the  use  of  the  town  clerks  and  assessors.  jNIany  of  the 
towns  have  at  their  own  expense  rebound  the  books,  but 
there  is  no  remedy  for  the  poor  quality  of  the  paper.  The 
Commonwealth  should  ceiltdnly  set  a  good  example  in  this 
respect,  if  it  intends  to  require  strict  compliance  with  the 
law  on  the  part  of  town  officers. 

Kecom:mendations. 

The  recommendations  may  be  sunmiarized  as  follows  :  — 

That  the  laws  in  regard  to  city  and  town  records  be  con- 
sidered and  revised,  with  a  view  of  more  clearly  fixing  the 
question  of  their  custody,  and  providing  for  improvement 
in  their  condition. 

That  salaries  be  fixed  by  statute  for  town  clerks  ;  the  fees 
to  be  paid  to  the  towns  ;  the  clerks  to  be  elected  lor  longer 
terms,  be  made  clerks  of  all  boards  but  members  of  none, 
and  be  required  to  have  an  office. 

That  the  records  of  collectors  be  placed  in  possession  of 
the  cities  and  towns. 

That  every  retiring  town  officer  be  obliged  to  deliver, 
under  oath,  to  his  successor  in  office,  all  town  records  and 
pro})erty. 

That  hereafter  upon  the  division  of  a  town  the  records 
shall  remain  in  the  town  whose  name  they  bear,  and  that 
all  records  now  in  towns  other  than  those  bearing  the  name 
in  such  records  be  returned  to  the  parent  town,  provided 
their  safety  is  not  endangered  therel)y. 

'J'hat  churches  or  reliirious  societies  wliicli  have  ceased  to 
hold  rel((jious  meetings  lor  a  term  of  years  be  declared 
extinct. 

^riiat  the  records  of  the  pro})ri(;tors  of  the  connnon  and 
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undivided  lands  be  copied,  and  placed  in  the  registries  of 
deeds  in  the  district  where  the  lands  are  situated. 

That  the  reii^isters  of  deeds  be  elected  for  the  same  term 
for  which  registers  of  probate  and  clerks  of  the  courts  are 
elected, — five  years,  — and  that  a  new  system  of  indexing 
be  csta])lished,  to  meet  tlie  needs  of  the  several  registries. 

That  more  security  be  provided  for  the  records  and  files 
in  the  registries  of  })robate. 

That  the  subjects  of  paper  and  ink  for  records  receive  the 
attention  which  their  importance  warrants. 


ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 


APPENDIX. 


R. 

The  TENDER,  a  Form  of  which  is  sent  herewitli,  should  be 
marked  oo  the  cover  '^Tender  for  Ink,"  and  addressed  to  ''The 
Controller  of  II. M.  Stationery  Ollice,  Princes  Street,  Storey's 
Gate,  S.W.'* 

t  '  1       H.M.  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

'     ..  22nd  August,  lS8d. 

GENTLEMEN,  J  vii'l 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  3^ou  will  have  the  goodness  to 
acquaint  me,  before  12  o'clock  noon,  on  IMonday,  the  23rd  Sep- 
tember next,  with  the  prices  at  which  you  may  be  willing  to  supply 
this  Office  with  Inic  and  Ink  Powders,  at  such  periods,  and  in  such 
quantities,  as  may  be  required  for  use  in  the  PubUc  Service,  from 
the  1st  January,  1800. 

The  probable  quantities  which  may  be  required  annually  are 
stated  in  the  annexed  Specification,  but  the  quantities  actually 
ordered  may  be  more  or  less  in  any  degree,  according  to  the 
demands  of  the  Public  Olfices. 

Samples  of  the  Jars  to  be  used  may  be  seen,  aud  particulars  in 
regard  to  packing  (when  Ink  is  so  ordered)  will  be  given  at  the 
Stationery  Ollice,  where  such  further  information  as  may  be 
desii-ed  will  be  furnisiied. 

Each  description  of  Ink,  &c.,  may  be  tendered  for  separately, 
but  all  the  items  will  not  necessarily  be  given  to  one  Contractor. 

Each  tender  to  be  accom[)anied  by  4  Im[)erial  (^uart  Jars  of 
each  description  of  Inl^,  and  by  12  of  each  of  the  ink  Powders 
proposed  to  be  supplied. 

No  Tender  which  has  been  accepted  will  be  allowed  to  be  with- 
drawn or  altered. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R  Si  S  (43,5Soa)  100  7  —  89 


T.  D.  PIGOTT, 

ContFoller. 
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I\.       SPECIFICATlOlSr  for  the  Supply  of  INK  and  INK 
POWDERS  to  H.M.  Stationery  Office. 


DESCUIl'J'lOX 

A 11  nil  a  I 
Quantity 

Kate  pi  r 

AMOUNT 
£  S. 

d. 

BLACK  WRITING  INK. 

To  lie  made  of  Best  Galls,  Sulpliate  of 
Iron,  and  Giiin.   Tlic  Sulphate  of  Iron  not  to 
1  exceed  in  quantity  one-tliird  of  the  weight 
of  tlie  Galls  used,  andtlie  specilic  gravity  of 
the  matured  Ink  not  to  exceed  1015"  (dis- 
tilled water  being  1000°). 

Gallons  1 

^]'''''        [  Imperial 
Tints          1  ^ 

Half-Pints  J 

600 
20,000 
2,500 
GOO 

Total 

£ 

BLACK  COPYING  INK. 

To  1)0  made  of  the  above  materials,  but 
of  a  strength  one  fourth  greater  than  the 
NVriting  Ink,  and  with  the  addition  of  Sugar 
j  (-U'  Glycerine.    I  ho  specilic  gravity  of  tho 
in;iturcd  Ink  not  to  exceed  1085°. 

Quarts  ") 

Pints          >■  Imperial 

Half-Pints  J 

1,800 
200 
100 

j  Total 

£ 

BLUE-BLACK  WRITING  INK. 

To  be  nnxde  of  finest  Gulls,  Sulphate  of 
Iron,  Gum,  Indigo,  and  Sulphuric  Acid. 
The  specilic  gravity  of  the  Ink  when  ma- 
tured not  to  exceed  1035°. 

Quarts  ^ 

Pints          j-  Imperial 

Ilalf.Pints  J 

5,500 
1,000 
150 

Total 

£ 

BLUL-BLACK  COPYING  INK. 

To  1)0  made  as  the  Blue-Bhack  Writing 

and  with  the  addition  of  a  snniciemy  of 
Sugar  or  Glycerine.   The  specific  gravity  of 
the  Ink  not  to  exceed  1075°. 

Ciuarts  \ 
•  Pints          i  ImiK'.rial 
Half-Pints  J 

-100 
1 ,000 
50 

Totn! 
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DESCRIPTION 

Probable 
Aniuiul 
Quantity 

Rate  per 
dozc'ii 

AMOUNT 
£  s. 

0. 

RED  WRITING  INK. 

The  basis  to  be  derived  from  CocbineaL 

Quarts  ^ 

Pints          y  Imperial 

Half-Pints  J 

1,000 
7,500 
1,300 

Total 

£ 

BLUE  WRITING  INK. 

Tbe  basis  to  be  derived  frorn  Indigo. 
Pints  ) 
Half-Pints  \  I'^l^^^"^'^^ 

1,300 
100 

Total 

£ 

\ 

RED  COPYING  INK. 

The  basis  to  be  derived  from  Cochineal, 
but  of  a  strength  one-fourth  greater  tlian 
the  Red  Writing  Ink,  and  with  the  addition 
of  Sugar  or  Glycerine. 

Quarts  ^ 

Pints          >  Imperial 

Half-Pints  J 

20 
350 
50 

Total 

£ 

BLACK  WRITING  INK  POWDERS. 

To  be  made  of  the  same  ingredients  as 
the  Black  Writing  Ink,  reduced  to  a  pow- 
der.   The  Sulpliate  of  Iron  to  be  dehydrated 
before  mixture  with  the  Galls  and  Gum. 

9,000 

W 

One  powder  to  make  one  pint  of  ink. 

BLACK  COPYING  INK  POWDERS. 

— ' 

To  be  made  as  the  Black  Writing  Ink 
Powders,  with  the  addition  of  a  siillicicncy 
of  Sugar.   Three  powders  to  make  one  pint 

1,200 

of  Ink. 

RED  INK  POWDERS. 

The  basis  to  be  derived  from  Cochineal. 

3,500 

1 

One  powd(  r  to  make  one  i)int  oi  Ink. 

1 

I 
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CONDITIONS. 

Tlie  Ink  to  be  delivered  at  the  Stationery  Office,  or  at  such 
other  place  ia  London  as  may  be  directed,  and  by  the  dates 
specified  on  the  orders. 

Each  Jar  to  bear  a  printed  label  to  a  pattern  which  may  be  seen 
at  the  Stationery  Office. 

Shoukl  the  quality  of  any  delivery  be  found  to  be  inferior,  the 
Controller  will  have  power  to  reject  it  witliout  appeal  from  liis 
decision.  In  the  event  of  such  rejection,  or  of  the  quantities 
ordered  not  being  delivered  at  the  specified  dates,  the  Controller 
will  have  power  to  purchase  elsewhere  and  to  charge  the  excess  of 
price,  if  there  be  any,  against  the  Contractor. 

When  Ink  is  ordered  to  be  ''packed"  it  will,  before  being 
delivered  at  the  Stationery  Ofl^ce,  be  securely  phiced  into  strong 
casks,  for  which  a  reasonable  price  will  be  allowed.  Any  damage 
caused  by  breakage  in  transit  to  the  Country  will  be  made  good  by 
the  Contractor. 

The  Contract  will  commence  on  1st  January,  1890,  and,  if 
performed  satisfactoril}^,  will  remain  in  force  for  one  yeai'  certain, 
after  which  it  may  be  terminated  by  the  Contractor  or  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Stationery  Office  at  three  months'  notice,  in  writing, 
to  l)e  given  at  an}-  time  after  the  30th  September,  1890. 

The  person  whose  tender  is  accepted  will  be  required  to  enter 
into  a  deed  of  contract  if  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  Controller. 

No  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  admitted  to  any 
part  or  share  of  the  Contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

TENDER 

do  hereby  agree  and  willing,  to  supply  to  Tier  IMajesty's 
Stationery  Office,  Westminster,  Ink  and  Ink  Powders,  of  such 
descriptions,  at  such  periods,  and  in  such  quantities,  as  may  be 
required  for  use  in  the  Public  Service  after  1st  January,  1890,  at 
the  prices  set  against  them  in  the  foregoing  Specification,  and 
subject  to  the  foregoing  Conditions. 

Sill, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

Nam  ft  

Residence  . 

Date  

To  the  Controller  of 

JI.M.  Stationerij  Office, 

Westminster* 
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Office  op  the  Commissioner  ox  Puhlic  Records 
OF  Pauishes,  Toavns,  and  Counties, 
9  Pauk  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1892. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Borne  of  Rtpresentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sul)init  the  fourth  report  of  this  com-, 
mission.  That  the  report  contains  much  fault-finding  is  not 
from  any  spirit  of  pessimism,  but  l)ecause  the  facts  warrant 
it,  and  those  are  not  presented  at  their  worst.  To  so 
present  them  would  cast  reflection  upon  certain  individuals, 
where  the  law  or  the  city  or  town  is  in  fault. 

By  chapter  103  of  the  Resolves  of  1889,  which  continued 
the  commission,  it  expires  on  March  1,  1892.  The  history 
of  its  creation  and  early  work  are  fully  given  in  the  lirst 
report,  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  elanuary,  1889  ;  and 
the  second  recites  the  resolve  which  continued  it,  and  gave 
it  the  additional  power  to  take  such  measures  as  should 
secure  the  preservation  of  the  records. 

At  the  risk  of  inviting  the  charge  of  magnifying  the 
office,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  no  more  important 
work  has  ever  been  laid  out  by  the  Legislature  ;  no  work 
has  been  so  far  delayed  beyond  the  time  when  it  should  have 
been  commenced  ;  and  there  is  notliing  more  important  to 
the  whole  people  than  that  the  work  should  be  continued, 
and  a  supervision  exercised  over  the  records  of  the  counties, 
cities,  towns,  churches,  and  their  associate  l)odies.  In 
making  this  statement  I  but  repeat  the  opinion  of  many  who 
have  siven  much  attention  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Justin  AVinsor,  who  is  an  acknowledged  authority 
upon  this  and  kindred  subjects,  writing  from  London  in 
regard  to  the  care  given  to  tlie  public  records  in  England, 
says  :     The  progress  of  the  movements  which  have  resulted 
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in  tlic  present  conditions  here  can  be  readily  matched  with 
ourselves,  if  we  are  wise  enough  to  move  forward  in  much 
the  same  way,  for  the  circumstances  in  England  hfty  years 
ago  were  not  far  from  the  same  which  prevail  with  our  gov- 
ernment to-day."  Massachusetts' has  been  the  lirst  to  be 
"  wise  enough  to  move  forward  "  in  this  work,  and  is  already 
looked  to  by  leading  men  in  other  States  as  an  example. 

April  1,  lG3i,  the  court  ordered  that  the  record  of  the 
land  of  every  free  inhabitant  should  be  "  suliicient  assur- 
ance" to  him.  Sept.  9,  1G39,  records  were  ordered  to  be 
kept  of  all  wills,  administrations,  and  inventories ;  and 
courts,  magistrates,  and  commissioners  were  ordered  to  re- 
cord their  judgments  with  the  evidence  in  each  case  "  to  be 
kept  to  posterity."  Dec.  10,  1G41,  every  town  was  ordered 
to  choose  a  "  clerk  of  the  writs  ;  "  and  Oct.  20,  1G46,  a  clerk 
or  some  one  was  to  be  appointed  or  ordained  to  keep  a 
record  of  marriages,  births,  and  deaths." 

By  these  successive  steps  the  records  in  the  registries  of 
deeds,  registries  of  probate,  the  courts,  and  towns,  Avere 
authorized ;  and  the  Commonwealth  has  constantly  been  re- 
quiring by  new  legislation  that  more  complete  records  shall 
be  kept,  and  that  public  and  private  rights  shall  depend  upon 
the  matter  recorded,  until  now  the  amount  annually  paid  in 
the  Conmionwcaltli  at  pul)lic  expense,  and  required  to  be 
paid  by  individuals,  must  aggregate  thousands  of  dollars. 
To  pay  for  making  these  records  and  then  allow  them  to  go 
to  destruction  is  folly  in  the  extreme. 

Nov,  11,  1G17,  it  was  ordered  that,  to  the  end  that  all 
records  of  the  Colony  *'may  bo  safely  preserved  and  im- 
proved, a  strong  press  made  of  very  firm  oak  planks  be  kept 
in  some  place  convenient  at  Boston,  by  direction  of  the 
Governor."  A  press  was  also  to  be  provided  wherever  any 
court  of  record  was  holden,  and  from  time  to  time  lem'sla- 
tion  tending  to  the  safety  of  the  records  has  l)een  enacted. 
]\Iay  15,  1851,  county  commissioners,  city  governments,  and 
selectmen,  were  ordered  "  to  have  all  books  of  i)ublic  record 
or  registry,"  belonging  to  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns, 
^'  well  and  strongly  l)ound,  and  other  papers  and  documents 
tiled  and  arranged  in  a  careful  and  orderly  manner."  They 
were  also  ordered  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 
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city,  or  town,  a  suitable  place  for  the  safe  keeping  and  pre- 
servation of  the  public  records  and  other  valuable  documents, 
where  they  shall  l)e  deposited  and  securely  kept."  Tlie 
clerk  or  register  of  any  county,  city,  or  town,  was  ordered 
to  "  keep  all  records  and  written  documents  in  his  sole  cus- 
tody, and  in  no  case  except  upon  summons  in  due  form  of 
law  to  have  them  or  cause  or  permit  them  to  be  removed  or 
taken  away."  April  10,  1857,  city  governments  and  select- 
men were  ordered  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of  their  re- 
spective cities  and  towns,  safes  of  ample  size  for  the  safe 
preservation  of  books  of  record  or  registry,  and  other 
important  documents  or  papers  l)elonging  to  said  city  or 
town  ; "  and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  each  city 
and  town  to  keep  such  records  and  papers  in  the  safe  "  at 
all  times  when  they  were  not  wanted  for  use." 

The  detailed  account  of  the  condition  of  affairs  presented 
in  the  last  and  this  report  will  show  how  little  attention  has 
been  paid  to  these  later  laws,  or  to  any  of  the  provisions  of 
chapter  37,  relating  to  public  records;  and,  while  under  the 
spur  of  the  Stc'ite  supervision  improvement  has  l)een  made, 
without  that  supervision  the  same  neglect  will  be  continued. 

If  any  S3^stem  of  State  inspection  and  supervision  is  to  bo 
continued,  the  laws  in  regard  to  public  records  should  be 
revised,  and  authority  given  to  some  one  to  compel  com- 
pliance with  them.  Without  that  supervision  affairs  will 
drift  along  as  they  have  in  the  past,  and  it  will  matter  little 
what  law  is  upon  the  statute  books. 

Town  Eecords. 

The  town  records  have  received  my  principal  attention 
during  the  year,  both  because  they  have  been  the  most 
neglected,  and  becc'iuse  I  have  desired  to  report  upon  as 
large  a  number  of  towns  as  possil)le,  that  the  Legislature 
might  fully  realize  the  condition  of  affairs.  The  comments 
upon  town  records  in  the  last  report,  based  upon  inspection 
of  the  records  in  the  towns  there  named,  will  iipply  with 
equal  force  to  the  towns  here  reported  upon.  Many  of  the 
latter  which  would  have  appeared  as  grossly  negligent  in 
1890,  have  made  improvement  by  providing  safes,  and 
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appear  in  a  l)etter  light  than  neighboring  towns  inspected 
in  that  year.  The  date  of  the  visit  of  inspection  is  given  in 
parentheses. 

When  records  are  reported  as  in  good  condition,  excep- 
tion must  usually  be  made  in  regard  to  the  volumes  formerly 
furnished  by  the  State  for  recording  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  as  these  were  never  suitable  for  use. 

Abtngton  (June  30,  1891) .  The  town  o(Fices  are  in  a  brick 
savings-bank  building,  where  there  is  a  good  vault  in  which  all 
the  records  are  kept,  except  the  current,  which  the  clerk  has  in  a 
safe  in  his  office.  The  records  are  in  good  condition,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  early  volumes  which  need  binding.  A 
copy  of  the  first  volume  of  town  proceedings  has  been  made  but 
not  certified.  Tlie  assessors'  lists  from  1783  to  date  are  preserved, 
the  ver}'  early  ones,  wliich  were  in  small  pamphlets,  having  been 
arranged  and  substantially  bound.  The  collectors'  records  for 
many  years  are  in  the  town  ollice,  but  not  arranged  or  in  the 
vault.  ]\Iarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  all  been 
preserved  since  1873,  and  there  are  a  few  from  18G0.  The  rebel- 
lion record  has  been  recently  written  up  as  far  as  possible. 

AcTOx  (Oct.  20,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  but  no  records  are 
kept  there.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  at  his  house,  where  the  current 
records  and  all  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  arc  kept. 
All  the  other  records  of  the  town  are  in  a  brick  vault  in  the  public 
library  building.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  all 
the  files  have  been  systematically  arranged  and  placed  in  the 
vault.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
siiice  1887.  The  old  valuation  lists  from  1772  are  presented. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

AcusnxET  (Sept.  14,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Acushnet 
Village,  in  which  there  is  a  safe  new  this  spring,  where  the  select- 
nion's  and  assessors'  records  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe 
of  doubtful  value  in  his  store  at  Long  Plain,  where  his  records  are 
kept ;  this  is  full.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  since  1887,  and  possibly  longer.  The  collectors' 
records  have  nearly  all  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  records 
are  all  in  good  order. 

Andovek  (May  28,  1891).  Brick  town  hall.  The  clerk  keeps 
the  office  open  in  business  hoars,  and  is  clerk  of  all  boards  except 
water  and  health.    There  is  a  very  large  safe,  which  in  its  position 
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is  considered  absolutely  safe,  used  for  the  most  important  records 
of.  all  departments,  a  large  vault  being  used  for  the  storage  of  all 
old  records  and  files  of  papers.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1882,  and  there  are  a  few 
earlier.  The  records  of  the  collectors  prior  to  1882  are  in  private 
possession.  The  assessors'  lists  are  complete  in  bound  volumes 
from  1G80.  The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up,  but  the 
record  of  all  soldiers  has  been  printed  by  a  private  citizen.  The 
clerk  has  the  index  of  all  instruments  as  required,  and  another 
more  in  detail.  The  records  are  in  good  order.  The  first  volume 
of  proprietors'  records  has  been  interleaved  and  bound,  and  is 
practically  complete,  although  some  leaves  are  mutilated.  There 
ai  e  two  volumes  made  up  evidently  from  copies  of  deeds  and  other 
land  records.  A  second  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
which  was  much  mutilated,  has  been  interleaved  and  rebound,  and 
the  missing  information  supplied  in  most  cases.  All  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  intentions  of  marriage  to  1723,  have 
been  printed  in  the  "  Andover  Townsman."  The  water  com- 
missioner and  board  of  health  have  separate  ohices,  and  their 
records  are  in  safes. 

Aklington  (Oct.  21,  1891).  Brick  town  hall.  The  clerk  is 
clerk,  treasurer,  collector,  water  register,  and  clerk  of  the  select- 
men, and  until  last  year  was  clerk  of  the  assessors  also.  There 
is  a  good  vault,  in  which  the  town  records,  files,  plans,  etc.,  are 
kept,  but  it  is  so  full  as  to  prevent  convenient  arrangement  of  the 
papers.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  Marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved"  since  1870,  and 
possibly  earlier.  The  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to 
the  town  since  about  1850.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written 
up.  The  records  of  the  First  Church  and  Parish  have  been  placed 
in  the  town  vault  for  safety.  The  clerk  has  a  file  of  printed  town 
warrants. 

AsiiBY  (Oct.  30,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  also  as  a 
school-house,  with  the  town  office  in  the  basement.  There  is  an 
old  safe  of  doubtful  value  there,  unused,  the  lock  of  which  has 
been  made  useless  by  burglars.  A  large  safe  contains  the  older 
records,  and  a  small  safe  at  the  clerk's  house  contains  the  later. 
The  valuation  lists  from  18 IG,  in  pamphlets,  are  in  the  safe  ;  those 
from  1790  to  1815,  together  with  many  papers  dating  from  very 
early  times,  Avere  carefully  filed  by  a  clerk  many  years  ago,  and 
are  kept  in  closets  in  the  oUice.  Marriage  certiiicates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887.  The  collectors'  records 
for  several  occasional  years  are  in  x^ossession  of  the  town. 
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Ashland  (July  7,  1891).  Wooden  town  hull,  in  wliicli  the 
town  ollicers  have  a  room.  There  is  a  small  safe  there,  contain- 
ing some  miscellaneous  records.  Files  of  papers  are  not  in  a  safe. 
The  clerk  has  a  small  old  safe  in  a  building  occupied  by  him  as  a 
printing  otlice,  in  which  all  his  records  are  kept.  This  contains 
l)apers  also  which  cannot  be  arranged  owing  to  want  of  room. 
The  valuation  lists  are  in  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe.  The  money 
has  been  voted  by  the  town  for  a  vault.  Marriage  certilicates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1871,  except  for  a  part 
of  1891,  during  the  term  of  the  former  clerk.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

Attlebouougii  (June  3,  '1891).  The  town  offices  are  in  a  brick 
business  block,  and  the  clerk's  oftice  is  open  in  business  hours. 
There  is  a  good  vault  there  which  is  crowded  to  overllowing,  all 
the  records  of  the  town  being  kept  there.  The  general  condition 
of  the  older  records  is  very  bad.  The  former  clerk  had  urged  the 
binding  of  them  for  several  years,  but  the  town  would  appropriate 
no  money.  The  earliest  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
are  contained  in  some  thirty  loose  sheets,  badly  mutilated,  which 
were  collected  by  the  clerk's  assistant  and  are  kept  in  a  bundle. 
IMost  of  the  earliest  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  tovrn 
meetings,  and  all  the  proprietors'  records,  are  in  very  bad  con- 
dition, in  renmants  of  parchment  covers,  and  much  nmtilated. 
Some  very  late  volumes  were  at  a  book-binder's,  in  Providence, 
for  binding.  Many  of  the  old  records,  which  were  in  possession 
of  the  clerks  before  a  town  olfice  was  established,  are  known  to  be 
lost.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  i)reserved 
since  1875.  There  are  copies  of  assessors'  lists  from  1794,  though 
many  of  the  originals  are  missing.  The  collectors'  records  are 
not  in  possession  of  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been 
written  up. 

Avon  (Dec.  9,  1891).  No  town  ball.  The  town  offices  are  in 
a  wooden  building  used  also  for  stores  and  as  a  dwelling.  There 
is  no  safe  there,  but  there  is  a  good  safe  in  the  engine  house 
o[)posite,  where  the  clerk  keeps  his  records  and  papers.  The 
assessors'  records  are  kept  at  the  house  of  the  chairman,  in  a  safe 
of  his  own.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  i)reserved  since  the 
organization  of  the  town,  and  the  collectors'  records  are  also  in 
the  town's  possession.  The  record  of  births  niade  by  the  first 
clerk  is  very  deficient  in  Chiistian  names. 
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Barre  (Aug.  29,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  part  of 
the  records  have  been  kept  until  recently ;  they  are  now  in  a  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  Woods  Memorial  Library  l^uilding,  which 
is  considered  fire-proof.  The  town  clerk  has  a  small  safe  of  doubt- 
ful value  in  his  store  in  a  wooden  building,  where  the  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  his  later  records,  arc  kept. 
There  are  two  large  safes  in  the  library  building,  one  containing 
the  early  records  of  town  proceedings,  intentions  of  marriage,  and 
miscellaneous  records  ;  the  other  containing  the  assessors'  records 
from  1800,  which  are  all  bound.  The  first  volume  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and 
some  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records,  need  binding.  Marriage 
certificates  have  been  preserved  in  full  from  1870,  and  partially 
from  18GG  to  1870.  The  files  of  papers  have  been  partially 
arranged,  and  are  in  book-cases  in  the  building.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up.  The  clerk  has  commenced  copying 
the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  The  collectors'  records  have 
not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

Bellingiiam  (July  IG,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  large 
safe  purcliased  this  year,  and  a  small  older  one.  All  the  town 
records  and  papers  are  kept  in  these,  except  a  few  books  of  current 
records  which  are  at  the  clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe.  Many  old  rec- 
ords and  papers,  which  the  clerk  has  rescued  from  an  old  chest  and 
other  receptacles,  and  which  he  is  about  to  sort  and  file,  are  now 
in  the  new  safe.  The  proprietors'  records,  the  first  and  second 
volume  of  town  proceedings,  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  one  treasurer's  book,  are  in  bad  order  and  need 
binding  The  valuation  lists  from  1811  arc  bound,  and  among 
the  papers  to  be  arranged  are  lists  for  many  years  between  17G7 
and  1811.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  18cS7,  and  there  are  some  bearing  date  as  early  as 
1851.  The  clerk  has  two  volumes  of  records  of  John  Bates,  justice 
of  the  peace,  from  1808  to  1848,  and  one  of  Saville  Metcalf,  from 
184G  to  18G0,  containing  among  other  matters  the  records  of 
marriage  ceremonies  performed  by  them.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  tlic  town. 

Bklmoxt  (Oct.  24,  1891).  Brick  town  hall,  used  for  town 
oflices,  library,  and  savings  bank.  There  is  a  good  vault,  in  whicli 
the  clerk's  and  selectmen's  records  are  kept.  The  assessors  have 
a  safe  in  which  their  records  are  ke[)t.  JMarriage  certilicates  and 
burial  returns  iiave  been  preserved  since  1870,  and  ccnlificates  of 
births  since  187G.    The  collectors'  records  from  the  organization 
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of  the  town  are  in  its  possession.  The  towu  plans  are  all  in  the 
vault.  All  papers  are  filed  and  arranged,  and  everything  is  in 
good  condition. 

Berkley  (Sept.  22,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall.  The  clerk  has 
a  very  small  safe  in  his  dwelling,  iusullicient  for  his  records,  and 
of  very  doubtful  value.  The  last  two  volumes  of  the  assessors' 
records  are  at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe ;  the  others  being  in  the 
town  hall,  not  in  a  safe.  The  first  volume  of  records  is  in  bad 
condition  and  needs  binding  ;  the  others  are  in  good  condition. 
A  committee  was  appointed  some  time  since  to  attend  to  making 
copies  of  the  records,  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 
There  is  an  accumulation  of  files  of  papers  at  the  town  hall, 
unprotected  from  lire.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town  as  a  rule.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  six  years. 

BiLLEKiCA  (July  22,  1891).  Wooden  toAvn  hall,  with  a  small 
old  safe  which  contains  the  clerk's  records.  The  selectmen's 
records  are  in  possession  of  the  chairman,  not  in  a  safe.  The 
later  records  of  the  assessors  are  in  possession  of  the  chairman, 
not  in  a  safe  ;  those  from  1822,  except  1823  and  1825,  are  in  a 
closet  in  the  town  ofiice.  The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth 
volumes  of  town  proceedings,  and  the  first  and  second  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  are  in  bad  order  and  need  binding.  The 
first  and  second  volumes  of  proceedings,  and  the  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  up  to  1855,  have  all  been  copied  within  the  year, 
^larriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887,  but  are  not  in  the  safe,  as  there  is  no  room.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  When  the  present 
clerk  came  into  ollice  in  1855  the  records  were  scattered  about  the 
town,  and  the  fourth  volume  of  town  proceedings,  covering  the 
years  from  1753  to  1778,  has  never  been  found. 

BoxBoriou(iii  (Oct.  2G,  1891).  AVooden  town  hall,  with  a  room 
called  the  town  o(lice.  There  is  a  small  old  safe  there,  unused. 
In  the  entry  is  a  large  new  safe  which  contains  all  the  records. 
Cue  old  volume  is  in  bad  condition.  The  assessors'  lists  from 
1795  to  1814:  are  in  sheets,  unbound.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  and  filed  during  the  term  of 
the  present  clerk,  since  1885,  and  there  may  be  some  earlier  ones 
in  two  chests  containing  miscellaneous  tiles.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  tlie  towu. 

BuooKLiNE  (Oct.  9,  1891).  Stone  town  hall.  The  clerk  has  a 
large  vault  in  his  ollice,  where  all  his  records  are  kept.    The  first 
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volume  is  in  frail  condition,  and  is  kept  in  a  wooden  case  made 
for  its  protection.  The  second  volume  needs  binding.  Other 
records  tire  in  good  condition.  The  clerk  has  most  of  the  town 
papers,  ancient  and  moc]ern,  plans,  etc.,  in  his  vault,  filed  as  con- 
veniently as  space  will  allow.  A  large  vault  has  just  been  com- 
pleted in  the  basement,  which  will  be  occupied,  as  soon  as  dry,  for 
the  storage  of  the  overflow  from  the  vault  and  the  safes  of  all 
departments.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1852,  althougli  those  for  1858  and  1859  were  lost 
some  years  ago,  while  moving  to  the  new  town  hall.  The  clerk 
has  recently  obtained  a  small  book  called  the  "  Selectmen's  Book," 
beginning  witli  1771.  The  treasurer  and  collector  has  a  safe  for 
his  records,  and  uses  the  clerk's  vault  for  the  overflow.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town  since  1850. 
'The  assessors  have  a  safe  in  which  the  current  records  are  kept, 
the  earlier  ones  being  in  the  clerk's  vault.  Those  from  1841  are 
bound,  and  the  lists  prior  to  that,  from  very  early  date,  are  packed 
away  in  boxes  in  the  vault.  The  water  board  has  a  safe  for  its 
records. 

Canton  (Oct.  7,  1891).  Brick  town  hall,  containing  the  town 
oflices.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  there  in  which  his  records  are  kept. 
The  selectmen  have  one  also  for  theirs.  There  is  a  small  vault  in 
which  the  older  records  are  kept  as  they  become  less  frequently 
used.  All  records'  of  town  meetings  have  been  copied,  and  by 
provisions  of  town  by-laws  duplicates  are  kept,  the  originals  and 
copies  being  kept  in  different  places.  liecords  are  all  in  good 
condition.  ?^Iarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1870.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  The  valuation  lists  for  179G,  1799  to  1834, 
18oG  to  1847,  and  1850  to  1891,  are  in  the  vault,  those  to  1827 
being  in  pami)lilet  form.  The  town  has  copies  of  the  tax  lists  of 
Stoughton  from  1727  to  179G.  Prior  to  1881  records  and  files 
were  scattered  about  in  various  places  in  the  town. 

Caulisle  (Oct.  22,  1891).  The  lower  floor  of  a  church  is  used 
as  the  town  hall  and  town  oflice.  There  is  a  very  small  old  safe, 
apparently  worthless,  containing  nine  volumes  of  the  old  records, 
which  fill  it.  All  other  records  and  papers  at  the  hall  are  in 
a  book-case  or  chest.  The  clerk  has  no  safe  ;  all  the  later  records, 
and  the  ancient  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  being  in 
drawers  at  his  house.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete,  the  oldest 
being  in  the  records  of  town  proceedings,  those  for  many  years 
following  being  in  pamphlets.  Very  little  information  could  be 
obtained  in  regard  to  the  ancient  files.    About  1870  a  conunittee 
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went  through  the  papers,  which  had  been  carefully  preserved  by  a 
former  clerk,  and  the  destruction  of  many  is  said  to  have  been 
authorized.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town. 

Carver  (July  6,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  built  in  18<S7, 
with  a  large  safe  purchased  this  year,  and  a  small  old  one,  in  one 
or  the  other  of  which  the  clerk's  records  and  the  later  records  of 
the  assessors  are  kept.  Found  a  chest  of  old  papers,  containing 
among  other  things  old  valuation  lists  in  confusion.  The  records 
are  in  good  condition.  There  seems  to  be  no  record  of  deaths 
prior  to  18-13,  except  a  partial  record  in  a  volume  arranged  by 
families.  A  copy  of  the  location  of  highways  contained  in  the 
older  records  is  being  made  in  a  separate  volume.  The  collectors' 
records  from  1881  to  1881  only  are  in  possession  of  the  town. 
Marriage  certiOcates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1870. 

Chelmsford  (Dec.  5,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing 
town  olllces  and  a  social  library.  There  is  a  good  vault  here, 
containing  all  the  older  records  and  papers.  The  clerk  has  a 
small  town  safe  in  his  store,  where  the  current  records  are  kept. 
The  selectmen  have  a  safe  in  their  room,  containing  their  records 
and  the  later  valuation  lists.  Several  of  the  oldest  records  need 
binding,  the  others  being  generally  in  good  condition.  The  clerk 
has  filed  nearly  all  the  town  papers,  some  of  as  early  date- as 
1717,  and  has  made  a  catalogue  of  all  records  and  printed  volumes 
belonging  to  the  town.  He  has  also  indexed  all  records.  Mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town,  except  for  a  very  few  of  the  latest  years.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up. 

CuELSEA  (May  15,  1891).  Brick  city  hall.  The  city  clerk  has 
a  good  vault  and  a  large  safe,  in  which  all  his  records,  which  are 
in  excellent  condition,  are  kept.  The  city  engineer  has  a  good 
vault  in  which  his  plans  are  kept.  The  assessors'  records  for  a  few 
of  the  later  years  are  in  a  safe  in  their  ollice  ;  the  earlier  ones 
from  1805,  bound  and  in  fair  condition,  being  in  the  city  engineer's 
vault.  There  is  a  single  valuation  list  there  for  the  year  1785. 
The  treasurer  and  collector  has  a  good  vault.  The  collectors' 
records  from  1850  are  in  possession  of  the  city,  and  there  may  be 
earlier  ones  which  were  not  readily  accessible.  There  is  a  large 
vault  in  the  basement,  perfectly  tlry,  used  for  the  overllow  from 
the  departments.    The  collector  has  adopted  canvas  bindings  for 
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his  records,  fiudiog  that  they  are  not  injured  by  the  burning  of 
gas  in  the  vault,  as  leather  bindings  are.  Maj-riage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  18-lD.  The  water 
board  and  board  of  health  have  rooms  in  a  separate  building,  and 
their  records  are  in  safes. 

CnicoPEE  (Nov.  19,  1801).  Brick  city  hall,  with  a  large  fire- 
proof vault.  The  city  clerk  is  also  treasurer,  and  at  present 
keeps  all  records  of  the  city  in  the  vault,  with  the  exception  of 
some  of  the  valuation  books,  which  are  in  an  old  safe.  The  files 
are  in  the  vault  also.  Action  is  being  taken  towards  providing 
additional  fire-proof  receptacles.  The  records  are  in  excellent 
condition.  The  clerk  has  discarded  the  books  provided  by  the 
State,  and  adopted  those  of  his  own.  The  returns  of  deaths  have 
nearly  all  been  preserved  since  the  establishment  of  the  town,  and 
the  returns  of  births  since  1887.  The  collectors'  records  are  kept 
in  a  bank  vault,  and  nearly  all  of  the  old  ones  are  in  possession  of 
the  city.  The  records  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  the  plans 
of  public  work  are  in  the  vault. 

CoiiASSET  (Dec.  3,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  also  as  a 
public  library.  The  selectmen  have  a  room  on  the  second  fioor, 
where  there  is  a  safe  used  by  the  clerk,  selectmen,  and  treasurer, 
for  the  later  records  and  copies  of  the  older.  There  is  a  large  old 
safe  in  the  hallway  on  the  lower  floor,  where  the  old  records  are 
kept,  including  valuation  lists  in  pamphlets  apparently  complete 
from  1753.  The  collectors'  records  from  about  18G0  have  been 
returned  to  the  town,  and  are  now  in  this  safe  ;  both  safes  are, 
however,  full.  The  lirst  volume  of  town  proceedings  needs  repair- 
ing, the  other  records  being  in  good  condition.  The  clerk  keeps 
part  of  the  current  records  in  his  own  safe  at  his  store.  The 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  have  been  preserved  since  1873, 
and  filed  since  1887. 

Concord  (Nov.  30,  1801).  Brick  town  hall,  containing  the 
town  ofiTices.  There  is  a  good  brick  vault  used  by  the  clerk,  which 
is  used  also  for  the  records  not  in  use  by  the  other  departments. 
The  selectmen  have  a  safe  in  their  room,  used  for  their  records 
and  those  of  the  water  board  and  board  of  health.  The  assessors' 
records  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  are  in  possession  of  the 
chairman,  not  in  a  safe.  The  valuation  lists,  in  pamphlets  from 
170G  to  182,'),  from  1820  to  1810  in  thin  leather  covers,  and  from 
1S.)0  bound,  are  in  good  condition.  A  few  of  the  oldest  volumes 
of  town  proceedings,  and  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  are  in 
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bad  order  and  need  renovating  and  binding ;  part  of  these  have, 
however,  been  copied.  The  copies  arc  kept  in  the  vault  of  the 
insurance  coinpan}^,  near  by.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  thirty  years,  but  not  filed. 
An  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  has  been  made  this  year 
for  printing  the  early  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Dartmouth  (June  1,  1891).  No  town  office.  An  old  safe, 
apparently  worthless,  is  in  an  L  of  tho  clerk's  dwelling,  having 
been  removed  from  the  barn  of  the  previous  clerk.  It  contains 
the  clerk's  records,  and  is  full.  The  ancient  records  are  in  the 
worst  possible  condition.  There  arc  three  packages  of  loose 
leaves  bundled  up  and  marked  "  Loose  portions  of  the  Dartmouth 
records,"  in  such  disarrangement  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  give 
dates.  One  volume  of  births,  marriages,  deaths,  and  marriage 
intentions,  with  dates  entered  promiscuously  from  1747  to  1820; 
one  smaller  volume  from  1722  to  17G8;  and  one  old  volume  of 
ear  marks,  are  greatly  dilapidated.  The  dilapidated  volumes 
reported  in  1890  as  in  New  Bedford  are  still  there.  One  early 
volume  of  town  meetings,  and  one  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  have  been  repaired  and  rebound.  About  twenty  valuation 
books  were  in  the  attic  of  the  clerk's  house,  together  with  public 
documents,  etc.  ;  those  from  1858  to  date  were  in  possession  of 
the  clerk  of  the  assessors,  seven  miles  av>ay.  Some  previous  to 
1858  were  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  selectmen  at  North 
Dartmouth,  their  whereabouts  now  being  uncertain. 

Dediiam  (Oct.  20,  1891).  Stone  town  hall,  in  which  the  clerk 
has  an  olllce  and  a  safe.  The  current  records  are  kept  there. 
The  selectmen  also  have  an  oflice  there.  There  is  a  large  vault  in 
the  brick  IMemorial  Building,  where,  by  arrangement  with  the 
historical  society,  any  town  or  church  records  can  be  kept,  and  all 
records  not  in  the  clerk's  safe  or  selectmen's  vault  arc  kept  there. 
Many  churches  have  deposited  their  records  there  also.  The  society 
has  collected  all  old  records  and  papers  of  any  kind  relating  to  the 
town  that  can  be  found,  and  these  have  been  arranged  and 
deposited  in  the  vault.  All  of  the  old  records  have  been  rebound, 
and  are  in  good  condition.  IMarriage  certificates  have  been  pre- 
served and  tiled  since  about  1850.  Many  original  files,  none, 
however,  ancient,  are  in  drawers  in  the  town  olUce.  The  col- 
lectors' records  since  1850  have  been  returned  to  the  town. 

DiGiiTON  (Sept.  22,  1891).  AVooden  town  hall,  where  the 
assessors'  records  from  1830  are  ke[)t,  not  in  a  safe.  The  clerk 
has  an  old  safe  in  ti  small  tool-house  where  all  his  records  are 
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kept.  This  is  crou'ded  full,  and  would  be  valueless  in  a  building 
of  any  size.  Part  of  the  files  of  papers  are  in  his  house,  unpro- 
tected from  fire.  The  first  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  and  the 
first  and  second  of  town  proceedings,  need  binding.  The  first 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  in  tatters,  and,  although 
it  has  been  copied,  has  not  been  certified.  Other  records  are  in 
good  order.  iMarriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  since  1881  ; 
burial  returns  since  1885.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Dover  (Oct.  20,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  but  no  town  office. 
There  is  a  large  safe  there,  in  which  the  selectmen's  and  assessors' 
records  arc  kept.  There  are  several  chests  of  papers  in  both  the 
old  and  the  new  town  luill.  The  clerk  has  a  new  safe  at  his  house, 
in  which  his  records  are  kept.  The  first  volume  has  been  rebound, 
and  the  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  later  valuation  lists 
only  are  kept  at  the  town  hall.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  term  of  office  of  the 
present  clerk  only,  —  two  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town  except  for  last  year.  The  rebellion 
record  is  written  up. 

Dkacut  (July  22,  1891).  The  town  office  is  a  very  small  stone 
building,  where  there  is  a  vault  in  which  most  of  the  records  are 
kept,  except  the  marriage  intentions  and  tax  lists,  which  are  in  a 
safe  at  the  clerk's  office  at  CoUinsville,  five  miles  from  the  town 
office.  There  is  a  worthless  safe  in  the  town  office,  which  contains 
some  of  the  selectmen's  records  and  the  valuation  lists  for  the 
last  ten  years.  Some  miscellaneous  records  and  files  of  papers 
are  in  the  book- case.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceedings  is 
lost;  the  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  volumes  have  been  copied,  and 
the  third  is  being  copied.  The  births,  marriages,  and  dcatlis  have 
all  been  copied  and  indexed  within  a  year,  and  all  copies  have 
been  certified.  All  the  records  arc  in  good  order,  the  older  ones 
having  been  rebound.  The  valuation  lists  are  all  in  possession  of 
the  town;  those  from  17G9  to  1824,  which  were  in  pamphlets, 
have  been  arranged  and  bound.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  from  1890  only.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

Everett  (July  21,  1891).  The  town  offices  arc  in  a  business 
block,  where  the  clerk,  treasurer,  and  assessors  each  have  safes, 
the  clerk's  being  new  this  year.  All  the  records  are  kept  in  these, 
except  the  record  of  marriages,  which  is  in  a  safe  at  the  clerk's 
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business  office.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  the 
organization  of  the  town.  The  collectors'  records  have  ail  been 
returned  to  the  town. 

Falmouth  (June  10,  1891).  AYooden  town  hall,  with  a  good 
vault,  in  which  all  records  are  kept  except  a  few  current  ones, 
which  are  in  a  safe  in  the  clerk's  store.  The  records  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  a  volume  of  proprietors'  records 
and  the  first  of  town.  The  copies  that  have  been  made  have  been 
certified.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  jMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1887. 

FoxDOROUGii  (July  11,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  also 
for  a  school-house.  There  is  a  large  vault  there  in  which  all  the 
records  are  kept.  The  assessors'  records  are  nearly  complete 
from  1780.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  188G.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  The  first  and  second  volumes  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  Copies  of  these  have 
been  made  but  not  certified.  The  papers  liavc  been  filed,  and 
those  and  the  records  are  all  especially  well  arranged  for  reference. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  All  plans  which  have 
been  preserved  are  labelled  and  arranged  in  the  vault. 

Grafton  (May  11,  1891).  A  brick  block  is  occupied  on  the 
lower  floor  by  the  public  library  and  for  business  purposes.  The 
town  offices  and  court  room  are  on  the  second  floor.  Here  also  is 
the  town  hall.  There  is  a  good  brick  vault  annexed  to  the  building, 
which  contains  the  town  clerk's  records  and  those  of  the  assessors. 
The  selectmen's  records  are  in  possession  of  the  clerk  of  the 
board,  and  are  not  kept  here.  The  assessors'  records  from  1832 
are  bound  and  in  good  condition.  One  volume  of  proprietors' 
records  is  in  very  bad  order,  and  four  volumes  of  records  of 
town  proceedings  need  binding.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1875.  Tlie  collectors'  records 
from  18G4,  and  a  few  for  occasional  years  earlier,  are  in  posses^ 
sion  of  the  town.  Many  ancient  papers  were  burned  in  the  fire  of 
1800  or  18G1. 

GiiovELAND  (May  18,  1891) .  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  town 
meetings  and  schools.  The  town  hires  a  room  in  a  wooden  busi- 
ness block  for  ofllces.    The  town  clerk  has  a  safe  for  his  records, 
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in  wbicli  all  are  kept.  These  are  in  good  condiLion.  The  select- 
men have  a  very  small  safe,  containing  a  few  order  b.ooks  and 
lecords  of  per?onal  estates.  All  the  valuation  books  and  a  few 
of  the  collectors'  records  were  on  shelves,  not  in  a  safe.  Most  of 
the  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  only  been  preserved 
during  the  term  of  office  of  the  present  clerk. 

Halifax  (Sept.  11,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  which  is  the 
old  original  meeting-house  remodelled.  There  is  a  line  large  safe 
there,  purchased  in  1880,  in  which  the  selectmen's  and  assessors' 
records  are  kept.  The  selectmen  are  collecting  all  the  old  records 
and  papers  which  can  be  found,  and  are  storing  them  in  the  safe 
to  be  arranged  later.  The  clerk  has  a  new  safe  in  his.  dwelling, 
whore  his  records  are  kept.  The  first  volume  is  in  rather  bad 
order ;  the  others  are  in  good  condition.  Marriage  certificates 
have  been  preserved  since  1887  only.  An  attempt  is  being  made 
to  obtain  the  records  of  the  collectors.  The  rebellion  record  has 
not  been  written  up. 

Hamilton  (May  21,  1801).  No  town  hall.  The  clerk  has  a 
very  small  old  safe  in  his  house,  safe  from  fire  in  its  location,  per- 
haps, in  which  his  records  are  kept.  These  are  in  good  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  beginning  with  1705,  which  is  in  paper  covers  and  should 
be  bound.  Certificates  of  marriage  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  only  since  1800.  The  selectmen's  room  is  in  the  base- 
ment of  a  church.  Their  records  and  those  of  the  assessors  from 
1807  are  in  a  good  safe,  which  is,  however,  full.  There  is  a  large 
accumulation  of  papers  in  confusion,  among  them  being  valuation 
lists  in  pamphlet  form,  and  generally  in  bad  condition,  covering 
most  of  the  years  from  1707  to  180G.  The  treasurers' records  of 
Ipswich  Hamlet,  from  1736  to  the  establishment  of  the  town  in 
1703,  are  here. 

Hanover  (Sept.  21,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  large 
vault,  which  has  just  been  completed,  attached  to  the  building. 
The  clerk  has  a  new  safe  in  his  dwelling  and  a  small  old  one 
in  which  most  of  his  records  are  kept,  the  overflow  being  placed  in 
the  new  vault.  The  chairman  of  the  selectmen  has  a  new  safe  at 
his  house  where  the  current  records  arc  kept.  All  the  other  records 
have  been  placed  in  the  vault.  They  are  all  in  good  order. 
IMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  mostly  preserved 
for  about  twenty  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  been  returned 
to  the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 
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Haverhill  (Oct.  G,  1891).  Brick  city  hall,  the  interior  of 
which  was  burned  in  1889  and  has  been  remodelled.  The  clerk  is 
also  treasurer,  and  has  a  fine  large  vault  for  his  use.  The  records 
are  all  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the 
earliest  volumes,  which  need  binding,  though  the  pages  are  in 
good  condition.  Several  of  these  have,  however,  been  copied. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
18G9,  and  partially  filed.  There  is  a  large  vault  on  the  ground 
floor,  where  the  older  files  belonging  in  the  clerk's  ofiice  are  kept, 
arranged  in  the  most  methodical  manner.  This  vault  is  used  also 
for  the  storage  of  records  or  papers  belonging  to  other  depart- 
ments, for  which  there  is  not  room  in  their  vault  or  safe.  The 
collector  is  also  secretary  of,  the  assessors  and  clerk  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor.  He  has  a  large  vault  in  which  his  records  and 
those  of  the  assessors  and  overseers  are  kept.  The  assessors' 
records  are  nearly  complete  from  1722.  The  collectors'  records 
from  1841,  and  possibly  earlier,  have  been  returned  to  the  city. 
The  records  of  the  registrars  of  voters  are  in  the  clerk's  vault, 
and  the  plans  of  the  city  engineer  are  either  in  one  or  the  other 
of  the  vaults.  A  few  unimportant  papers  were  burned  in  the  fire 
of  1889. 

IIiNGiiAM  (Dec.  3,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  the 
selectmen  have  their  room.  There  is  a  large  vault  here,  well 
arranged,  built  about  three  years  ago.  This  contains  a  large 
number  of  ancient  files  of  pnpers,  including  many  assessors'  lists 
in  pamphlet  form  or  in  sheets,  and  copies  of  the  same,  and  all 
other  records  which  are  not  contained  in  the  safes.  The  law 
reports  are  also  kept  in  the  vault.  There  is  a  safe  in  the  select- 
men's room  in  which  the  oldest  records  and  copies  of  them  are 
kept.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  also,  kept  in  a  small  out-building  at 
his  house,  probably  fire-proof  in  its  present  location.  All  the 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  the  records  of  town 
proceedings,  from  the  sixth  volume,  are  in  this  safe.  The  records 
are  in  excellent  condition,  all  the  oldest  having  been  repaired  and 
bound  ;  and  there  are  many  copies  of  the  old  records,  made  some 
fifty  years  ago,  which  are  also  in  excellent  condition.  A  duplicate 
has  been  made  of  the  town  records  for  a  number  of  years,  one 
copy  being  in  the  clerk's  safe  and  one  in  the  safe  at  the  town  hall. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
Two  volumes  of  proprietors'  records  have  recently  been  recovered 
by  the  clerk.  The  clerk  lias  a  separate  record  of  persons  born  in 
Ilingham  who  die  in  other  towns  in  the  State,  taken  from  the 
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returns  at  the  State  House,  beginning  in  1843.  The  town  voted 
some  time  ago  to  build  a  fire-proof  building  for  a  town  office,  but 
for  some  reason  reconsidered  the  vote  hiter. 

IIoLBROOK  (Oct.  IG,  1891).  Brick  town  liall,  used  in  part  for 
business  oilices.  There  is  a  good  vault,  in  which  the  records  and 
files  of  the  clerk,  selectmen,  and  all  the  town  ofllcers  are  kept. 
A  wooden  town  hall  was  burned,  and  the  contents  of  the  town 
safe  were  wet,  and  most  of  the  important  records  had  to  be 
rebound.  All  are  in  good  condition  now.  Marriage  certificates 
have  been  preserved  since  1887. 

IIoLDEN  (Aug.  11,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  one 
large  safe  in  which  the  assessors'  records  are  kept,  all  having  been 
preserved,  and  all  from  1787  to  the  time  the  State  commenced 
furnishing  blank  lists  liaving  been  copied.  There  is  an  old  safe 
here  used  by  the  selectmen,  and  still  another  used  by  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor.  The  clerk  has  a  small  very  old  safe  in  his 
dwelling,  which  is  full,  some  miscellaneous  records  being  in  a 
rack,  not  in  a  safe.  The  records  generally  are  in  good  condition, 
the  second  volume  of  town  proceedings  and  two  volumes  of  pro- 
prietors' records  having  been  rebound.  The  later  proprietors' 
records  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  contain  plots  of  most  of  the 
land.  jMarringe  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  all  been  pre- 
served since  1887,  and  some  for  occasional  years  as  early  as  1835. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

IIoLLiSTON  (Oct.  23,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  also  as 
a  school-house  and  public  library.  'I'he  town  oUice  is  there,  with 
two  fine  large  safes,  one  used  by  the  town  clerk  and  selectmen,  and 
the  other  by  the  assessors  and  overseers  of  the  poor.  All  the 
records  are  kept  in  cither  one  or  the  other.  The  records  are  in 
excellent  condition,  many  of  the  older  volumes  being  covered  with 
canvas.  The  files  are  mostly  in  the  safes.  The  valuation  lists 
from  1825  are  said  to  be  in  the  assessors'  safe. 

IIoLYOKE  (Nov.  10,  1801).  Stone  city  hall.  The  city  clerk, 
who  is  also  auditor,  has  a  large  vault  used  exclusively  by  him, 
which  contains  all  his  records  and  files.  His  records  are  in  good 
condition.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1887  only.  The  assessors  and  collector  have  an 
office  together,  and  one  safe  used  in  conunon.  None  of  the 
assessors'  records,  except  for  the  last  year,  arc  in  the  safe.  The 
collectors'  records  for  the  past  years  have  been  demanded  by  vote 
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of  the  city  council  rocently,  and  most,  if  not  all,  have  been 
obtained.  The  treasurer  has  a  vault  with  a  safe  inside.  The  city 
engineer  has  a  room  on  the  second  floor,  no  provision  for  the 
safety  of  his  plans  being  made,  his  note-books  being  kept  in  a 
small  safe  of  his  own.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  a  small 
safe,  put  in  this  year,  suitable  for  their  uses  for  a  short  time 
only.  The  water  commissioners  have  a  vault  where  their  records 
and  plans  are  kept.  There  is  a  storage  vault  also  for  the 
overflow  of  all  departments. 

IIoPKiNTON  (Oct.  17,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  the  lower 
floor  of  which  is  used  for  town  ollices.  There  is  a  small  vault 
and  a  large  safe  there,  the  latter  being  used  exclusively  by  the 
clerk,  while  the  vault  is  used  by  other  boards  and  for  the  over- 
flow from  the  safe.  A  Are  which  burned  the  town  hall  in  1882 
burned  some  records  and  flies,  and  the  records  in  the  safe 
were  badly  injured  in  their  bindings  and  somewhat  defaced  by 
water.  The  very  oldest  of  these  need  renovating  and  the  later 
volumes  need  new  covers.  ]Mari-iage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  1881,  the  term,  of  the  present  clerk. 
The  assessors'  records  prior  to  1881  Awre  burned.  The  collectors' 
records  for  most  of  the  years  since  1840  are  in  possession  of  the 
town.  The  clerk  had  just  been  elected  when  the  lire  took  place  in 
1882,  and  is  consecpiently  unable  to  tell  what  records  and  flies 
were  burned.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  records  called  "  Ivecords 
of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Lands  of  the  Tenants  of  Ilopkiuton  and 
Upton,"  from  1745  to  1825,  which  was  supposed  to  be  at  East 
Cambridge,  is  and  has  been  in  Ilopkinton. 

TIunnAKDSTON  (Aug.  20,  1801).  Brick  public  library  building, 
used  also  for  a  ])03t-o(lice,  store,  express  ollice,  etc.,  the  town 
ollices  being  in  the  basement.  The  clerk  has  a  very  small  safe 
belonging  to  the  town  In  his  store  in  this  building,  in  which  all  his 
current  records  are  kept ;  an  old  safe  in  the  basement  contains 
all  the  other  records.  Four  volumes  of  town  proceedings  need 
binding.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  1887.  The  collectors'  records  liave  not  been  returned 
to  the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  kept  up  very  fully. 

Hyde  Park  (May  1,  1891).  The  town  office  is  in  a  brick 
business  block.  There  is  a  good  vault,  built  independently  of  the 
building,  which  joins  it  in  the  rear,  and  in  it  the  records  of  all 
depai-tments  are  kept  at  all  times.  The  records  are  all  in  excellent 
condition.    The  collectors'  records  are  all  in  possession  of  the 
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town.  A  large  map  of  the  towu,  and  some  sixty  plates  about 
three  by  six  feet,  giving  the  streets  with  grades,  etc.,  are  in  the 
vault,  and  there  is  a  large  volume  giving  a  survey  of  every  lot  in 
town. 

Lakeville  (July  G,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  an  old 
safe  of  doubtful  value,  which  contains  old  miscellaneous  records 
and  papers.  The  clerk  has  a  good  safe  belonging  to  the  town  in 
his  liouse,  where  liis  records  are  kept.  There  are  many  old  papers 
in  confusion  in  tiie  town  hall.  JMarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  obtain  the  collectors'  records,  but  only  about  two-thirds 
of  them  have  been  found.  The  rebellion  record  is  partially 
written  up. 

Leverett  (July  15,  1890).  "Wooden  town  hall.  The  clerk  has 
a  safe  in  his  shed,  in  wdiich  he  keeps  his  records,  which  arc  all  in 
good  condition.  The  collectors'  records  are  all  in  his  possession. 
The  selectmen's  records  are  m  possession  of  the  board,  not  in 
safes  ;  and  the  assessors'  records  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe. 
A  new  safe  or  vault  is  under  consideration.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved  with  any  regularity. 

Lynn  (May  20,  1891).  Brick  city  hall,  upon  which  extensive 
improvements  have  just  been  made,  giving  several  new  vaults  with 
thirty-incii  walls  with  air  spaces.  Plans  are  being  considered  for 
still-further  improvements,  which  will  make  the  old  vaults  unusually 
safe.  The  city  clerk  has  a  vault  in  which  all  his  records  are  kept, 
and  will  transfer  them  to  one  of  the  new  vaults  as  soon  as  it  is 
dry.  His  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  earliest  records, 
made  in  diminutive  books,  have  been  substantially  bound  and 
lettered.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served for  many  years.  The  treasurer  and  collector  has  idl  his 
records  in  a  vault,  and  will  transfer  them  to  a  new  one  soon. 
The  collectors'  records  since  18G0  are  in  his  possession,  but  earlier 
ones  were  probably  burned.  The  auditor  uses  the  vault  in  the 
treasurer's  oflice.  The  assessors  have  a  vault  in  their  office  and 
another  on  the  fioor  above.  Their  records  are  continuous  from  1850, 
and  there  are  occasional  volumes  between  1793  and  1812;  the 
missing  ones  were  probably  burned.  The  records  of  the  school 
connnittee,  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  water  board,  have  not  been 
in  safes,  but  they  will  all  be  placed  in  vaults  wlu'U  the  improve- 
ments are  comi)leted.  The  board  of  health  will  also  use  one. 
The  city  engineer  has  stored  his  plans  in  the  vaults  of  the  other 
departments. 
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Mansfield  (June  3,  1891).,  Wooden  town  hull.  There  is  a 
large  vault,  where  the  valuation  books  and  all  the  original  recordd 
of  which  copies  have  been  made  are  kept.  The  town  has  a  large 
safe  in  the  clerk's  store,  where  the  current  records  and  the  copies 
of  the  older  records  are  kept.  Type-written  copies  of  the  lirst 
volume  of  marriages,  and  the  first  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  have  been  made,  and  the  first  volume  of  town  proceedings 
has  been  copied  by  hand  ;  no  copies,  however,  have  been  certified. 
The  records  which  had  become  worn  have  been  renovated  and 
rebound.  Marriage  certificates  from  1887,  and  a  few  for  some 
years  previous,  and  burial  returns  from  1872,  have  been  preserved. 
The  collectors'  records  are  not  in  possession  of  the  town.  Assess- 
ors' lists  from  182G  to  18GG  were  found,  at  the  time  of  my  visit, 
among  papers  considered  valueless,  and  put  into  the  safe. 

Maiisiifield  (Sept.  18,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall,  not  used  for 
town  olfices.  The  selectmen  have  an  ollice  at  the  poor  farm, 
where  there  is  an  old  safe  in  which  tho  more  recent  records  are 
kept.  The  clerk  has  a  good  safe  belonging  to  the  town  in  his 
store,  where  all  his  records  are  kept,  but  it  is  now  full.  The  first 
volume  of  town  records  is  in  tatters  and  the  second  is  in  bad  con- 
dition. Tho  proprietors'  records  have  been  recently  returned  to 
the  clerk,  but  many  leaves  have  been  torn  out  and  they  are  in  bad 
condition.  The  original  plan  of  proprietors'  lands,  on  parchment, 
has  also  been  returned  to  him.  The  other  records  are  in  good  con- 
dition. The  first  voUime  has  been  copied  but  not  certified. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up.  The  clerk  has 
a  large  accumulation  of  old  papers  in  his  dwelling,  not  in  a 
safe. 

INIasiipee  (June  10,  1801).  No  town  building.  There  is  a 
large  safe  in  the  town  clerk's  house,  purchased  from  the  town  of 
Sandwich  in  1880,  in  which  all  the  town  records  are  kept.  They 
are  in  good  condition.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  since 
1883.    The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

INIedfield  (Oct.  15,  1801).  Brick  town  hall,  let  in  part  for 
business  purposes,  containing  a  town  office.  There  is  a  very  small 
vault  where  the  records  are  kept,  except  a  few  books  in  current 
use,  which  are  in  a  safe  at  the  clerk's  house.  The  first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  and  an  old  volume  which  is  evidently  an 
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ancient  copy,  are  in  very  bad  order  and  need  renovating  ;  these 
have  all  been  copied,  however,  except  the  first  volume  and  the 
copy  referred  to.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  since  1885,  the  term  of  the  present  clerk.  The 
assessors'  records  since  1829  are  bound,  and  none  earlier  are 
known  to  exist.  The  fire  which  destroyed  the  town  hall  probably 
destroyed  all  files  of  papers.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written 
up  in  a  blotter,  but  not  in  the  bound  volume. 

Medfokd  (Oct.  10,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  the  lower  floor 
of  which  is  occupied  by  various  town  oQices.  The  clerk  is  also 
treasurer  and  clerk  of  the  selectmen,  and  has  two  safes  for  his 
especial  use.  There  is  an  enormous  safe  built  into  the  building, 
used  for  the  overflow  of  records  from  different  departments  ;  and 
also  a  small  vault  with  single  doors,  containing  plans  and  tlie 
oldest  valuation  lists.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceed,iugs  is 
fragile,  and  the  third,  and  the  first  of  birtlis,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  need  binding.  IMarriage  certificates  and  ])urial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  18G5,  and  there  are  some  scattering 
ones  earlier.  The  assessors  use  the  large  safe  and  vault.  Their 
records  are  bound  separately  from  17'J3,  and  the  valuation  lists 
are  included  in  the  general  records  from  1G8-1  to  that  time.  The 
collector  and  water  board  have  safes  for  their  records.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town  since  1887,  and 
there  are  scattering  volumes  for  years  prior  to  1878,  some  as  early 
as  184G,  in  its  possession.  The  board  of  health  has  no  safe. 
All  records  and  papers,  with  the  exception  of  the  old  volumes  of 
collectors'  records,  and  some  files,  are  in  one  or  the  other  of  the 
safes  or  vaults. 

Melrose  (June  4,  1891).  Brick  town  hall,  with  a  good  vault, 
occupied  in  part  by  the  savings  bank,  in  which  the  assessors'  older 
records  are  kept.  A  large  safe  is  used  by  the  collector  and  for 
the  assessors'  later  books.  Another  large  safe  in  the  selectmen's 
)'oom  contains  their  records  and  those  of  the  auditor  and  board  of 
health.  The  water  commissioners  also  have  a  good  safe  for  their 
records.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  belonging  to  the  town  and  one  of 
his  own  in  his  apothecary  store,  in  one  or  the  other  of  whicii  all 
his  records  are  kept.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  1870.  The  collectors'  records  for  a 
few  years  prior  to  1870  were  burned,  and  all  others  that  could  be 
obtained  are  in  possession  of  the  town.  All  files  and  selectmen's 
records  to  1870  were  burned. 
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INIrrkimac  (^la}^  18,  1801).  Brick  town  hall,  occupied  in  part 
for  business  purposes.  Tliere  is  a  good  vault,  small,  however,  and 
more  room  is  needed.  The  records  arc  kept  there,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  which  the  clerk  keeps  in  his  own  safe  for  want  of 
room.  Most  of  the  collectors'  records  are  in  the  town's  possession, 
and  all  could  be  obtained.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  pre- 
served for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  for  the  current  year  only.  The  town  has  a  map  of  the 
town  and  also  of  the  several  villages,  giving  the  lay-out  of  high- 
ways. 

Metiiuen  (IMay  28,  1891).  Brick  town  building,  in  which  the 
clerk  and  selectmen  have  an  ofhce,  open  during  business  hours. 
A  large  vault  is  attached  to  the  building,  and  in  it  the  clerk,  who 
is  also  the  treasurer  and  collector,  keeps  all  the  records.  The 
first  and  second  volumes  of  records  of  town  proceedings  are  in 
bad  condition  and  need  binding.  The  first  has  been  copied, 
though  not  certified.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  1859.  The  collectors'  records  from 
about  1850  are  in  possession  of  the  town.  The  assessors'  lists 
are  complete.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  Tliere 
is  a  chest  containing  old  highwaj^  lists,  etc.,  etc. 

IMiuDLEnoKOUOii  (July  G,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a 
large  vault,  used  also  by  the  savings  bank,  in  which  all  the  records 
are  kept,  with  tlie  exception  of  those  of  the  water  commissioners, 
which  are  in  a  safe  of  their  own.  There  is  a  safe  also  within  the 
vault.  Two  volumes  of  proprietors'  records  are  in  bad  condition 
and  need  repairing  and  binding.  Some  of  the  oldest  records  are 
sup})osed  to  be  in  i)rivato  possession,  and  some  later  volumes  have 
been  n-bound.  There  is  a  volume  bearing  this  title  page  :  "At  a 
town  meeting  held  April  12,  1858,  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  com- 
mittee of  one  to  Copy  the  records  now  in  the  hands  of  Seth 
INIilier,  secretary,  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  ...  In  accordance 
with  the  above  vote  the  following  2G0  pages  have  been  copied 
from  the  original  at  the  house  of  Seth  JNIiller,  secretary,  he 
refusing  to  permit  them  to  leave  his  hands.  Of  their  authenticity 
and  value  there  can  be  no  doubt,  they  having  descended  to  him 
from  Jacob  Thompson,  the  last-named  clerk  in  these  records." 
The  ancient  records  of  the  assessors  are  supposed  to  have  been 
destroyed ;  the  collectors'  records,  however,  are  in  the  town's 
possession. 

MiDDLETON  (Oct.  8,  1891).  Wooclcn  town  hall,  with  a  large 
safe  used  l)y  the  cleric,  selectmen,  and  assessors,  in  which  all  the 
recoi  ds  are  kept,  except  part  of  the  assessors',  which  are  in  another 
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safe,  together  with  the  files  of  papers  belonging  to  the  clerk.  All 
the  records  are  in  good  order,  the  first  two  volumes,  which  were 
dilapidated,  having  recently  been  rebound.  The  assessors' records 
date  from  1730.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  since 
18G-1.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town, 
although  the  clerk  has  been  able  to  obtain  a  few.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up.  There  is  an  old  chest  containing  old 
papers,  mostly  unimportant. 

•  MiLLis  (July  13,  1891).  A  memorial  building,  presented  by 
the  heirs  of  the  late  Lansing  IMillis,  is  by  an  arrangement  between 
the  railroad  and  the  town  used  as  a  railroad  station,  town  office, 
and  public  library.  There  is  one  good  safe  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  clerk,  which  is,  however,  full,  and  another  for  the  use  of 
the  assessors.  The  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  marriage 
certificates  have  all  been  preserved.  The  collectors'  records  have 
not  l)een  returned  to  the  town.  The  records  of  the  church  are  kept 
in  the  town  safe  for  safety. 

Naiiant  (Oct.  3,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  where  the  town 
office  is  located.  There  is  a  safe  used  by  all  the  town  officers, 
which  is  too  full  for  orderly  arrangement.  The  clerk  is  obliged  to 
keep  his  files  of  town  plans  and  other  important  papers  at  his 
house,  not  in  a  safe.  All  of  the  assessors'  records,  with  the 
exception  of  those  for  the  last  four  years,  are  in  a  closet,  unpro- 
tected from  fire.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  since  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

New  Braintuke  (Aug.  19,  1891).  No  town  hall,  the  basement 
of  the  church  being  used  as  such.  There  is  a  large  safe  there, 
comparatively  new,  which  contains  the  selectmen's  and  assessors' 
records,  including  valuation  lists,  which  are  nearly  complete  from 
1795,  with  some  occasional  ones  as  early  as  1773.  All  previous 
to  1795  are  in  pamphlets.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his  store, 
in  which  his  records  are  kept.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceed- 
ings has  been  rebound,  and  such  of  the  first  part  as  was  in  bad 
condition  has  been  copied.  The  other  records  are  in  good 
condition.  Marriage  certificates  have  all  been  preserved  since 
1887,  and  others  irregularly  for  about  twenty-five  years.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

Noi'.FOLK  (June  G,  1891).  AVoodcn  town  hall.  The  clerk  has 
a  good  safe  at  his  house,  where  the  current  records  are  kept. 
Tliere  is  one  very  large  safe,  comparatively  new,  in  tiie  town  hall, 
in  Avhich  all  the  records  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors  are  kept. 
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A  small  safe  also  is  here,  where  the  clerk  keeps  a  part  of  his 
records  and  papers.  The  records  are  all  iii  good  condition,  and 
the  papers  and  files  are  well  kept.  Marriage  certificates  and 
bnrial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1807.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

NouTiiAMPTON  (Nov.  19,  1801).  Brick  city  hall,  with  a  vault 
built  in  1889,  Avhich  was  worthless  owing  to  its  having  a  single 
door,  but  to  which  new  double  doors  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  making  it  fire-proof.  The  clerk's  records  and  those  of  the 
assessors,  except  for  a  few  of  the  latest  j^ears,  whicli  are  in  this 
olhce,  not  in  a  safe,  are  in  this  vault.  The  files  belonging  to  the 
clerk's  department  are  not  protected  from  fire.  The  older  volumes 
are  in  fair  condition,  and  the  copying  of  such  as  required  it  has 
been  commenced.  No  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  had  been 
indexed  until  1884,  since  which  time  those  from  18G3  to  date  have 
been.  All  volumes  are  now  being  properly  labelled.  No  assess- 
ors' records  earlier  than  1820  are  known  to  exist.  The  treasurer 
and  collector  have  one  safe  for  their  use  ;  their  files  are  not  in  a 
safe.  Tlie  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  for  about  seven 
years,  but  the  city  council  has  recently  voted  to  obtain  earlier 
ones  for  many  years,  if  possible.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  hate 
no  safe  or  vault  for  their  records.  The  water  commissioners  have 
a  safe  where  most  of  their  records  are  kept.  The  city  engineer 
has  plans  either  in  bis  own  olfice  outside  the  city  hall  or  in  the 
clerk's,  not  in  the  vault.  The  school  committee  have  an  ohlce  in 
a  business  block,  but  have  no  safe. 

NouTii  Andover  (IMay  28,  1891),  The  town  hall  is  used  for 
school  purposes.  The  selectmen  have  an  oihce  in  an  old  engine- 
house,  the  second  fioor  of  which  is  used  for  a  public  library. 
There  is  a  large  safe  there,  containing  all  the  selectmen's  and 
assessors'  records.  A  vault  was  built  at  the  poor  farm  about  ten 
years  ago,  but  it  is  not  used,  owing  to  dampness  and  its  inac- 
cessibility, except  for  the  overllow  of  books  and  papers.  The 
town  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his  office  in  a  brick  building  used 
for  stores,  hall,  etc.  His  records  are  kept  in  this,  but  it  is 
insufficient  for  the  storage  of  the  files  of  papers,  etc.  There 
are  several  volumes  of  copies  of  the  records  of  Andover  from 
1709,  in  a  crude  form,  and  said  to  be  inaccurate.  IMarriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1890. 
The  collectors' -records  are  not  in  possession  of  the  town,  and 
no  papers  of  any  kind  were  transmitted  to  the  present  clerk  by 
his  predecessor. 
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North  ATTLEBOROUGn  (June  3,  1891).  The  town  offices  are  in 
a  new  wooden  business  block.  The  clerk  has  a  large  new  safe,  in 
which  all  his  records  and  those  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors  are 
kept.  The  treasurer  has  a  new  safe  in  the  same  ollice,  and  in  two 
old  ones  papers  are  stored.  The  clerk's  oOlce  is  open  in  business 
hours.  Marriage  certificates  have  all  been  preserved.  The  town 
has  the  collectors'  records,  for  that  part  of  Attleborough  which  is 
now  North  Attleborough,  from  1881,  and  copies  of  the  records  of 
highways  for  that  part  of  Attleborough  have  been  made. 

North  Reading  (June  2,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  to  which 
I  was  uiuible  to  gain' access.  The  clerk  has  no  safe.  The  rec- 
ords are  kept  in  a  closet  in  his  d\yelling,  all  in  good  condition. 
There  is  a  safe  at  the  town  hall,  which  cannot  be  locked.  None 
of  the  assessors'  records  are  in  a  safe. 

Norton  (June  3,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  to  which  I  was 
unable  to  gain  access.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  in  his  dwelling, 
where  his  records  are  kept.  The  earliest  volume  of  birtlis, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  with  the  index  in  a  separate  volume,  which 
were  badly  worn,  have  been  rebound  and  renovated.  The  clerk 
has  made  type-written  copies  of  them  also.  One  volume  of  the 
town  proceedings  has  been  rebound.  One  volume  of  intentions  of 
marriage  is  in  rather  bad  order;  the  records  otherwise  are  in  good 
condition.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  since  1887. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

NuRWELL  (Sept.  18,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  but  no  records 
are  kept  there.  The  town  uses  a  vault  at  the  savings  bank,  where 
the  clerk's  records,  and  all  records  other  than  those  kept  in  the 
safe  in  the  selectmen's  room  in  the  poor-house,  are  kept.  The 
records  are  all  in  good  condition.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887.  Such  of  the  collectors' 
records  as  are  known  to  be  in  existence  have  been  returned  to  the 
town. 

Norwood  (Nov.  21,  1891).  The  town  office  is  in  a  room  in  a 
wooden  business  block,  where  there  are  two  large  safes,  one  new 
within  a  few  months,  used  jointly  by  the  clerk  and  other  town 
officers,  which  contain  all  the  records  and  will  soon  contain  all 
the  files.  ]\larriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served for  very  many  years,  those  since  1887  having  been  filed. 
The  eoUeclors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  Tiie  clerk, 
AS  clerk  of  tlie  pai'ish,  has  records  of  Dediiam  South  Precinct 
from  1730. 
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Oakham  (Aug.  19,  1891).  AVooclen  town  hall,  in  which  there 
is  a  large  safe,  new  about  two  years  ago,  in  which  all  the  clerk's 
records,  and  the  current  records  of  the  selectmen  and  overseers, 
and  the  records  for  late  years  of  the  assessors,  are  kept.  There  is 
a  small  old  safe  of  doubtful  value,  containing  the  selectmen's 
older  records,  and  those  of  the  assessors,  bound  from  1815  to  18ol3, 
and  in  pamphlets  from  1831  to  1850.  Files  of  papers  are  in  a 
case,  and  there  is  a  cliest  of  papers  to  which  I  could  not  gain 
access.  The  first,  second,  and  third  volumes  of  town  proceedings 
need  binding.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1889.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town. 

Oxford  (July  8,  1891).  Brick  town  hall,  used  for  town  oHices 
and  a  library.  There  is  a  large  new  safe  used  exclusively  by  the 
clerk,  containing  all  his  records  and  earlier  ones  of  which  he  has 
taken  custody,  and  most  of  the  records  of  the  collectors  from 
185-1.  There  is  also  a  large  vault  containing  old  records  and 
papers.  The  selectmen  have  a  safe  also  for  all  their  records. 
The  valuation  lists  from  1808  to  1824,  and  from  1840  to  date,  are 
bound;  those  from  1824  to  1839  are  in  pamphlets;  and  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  earlier  cues  are  packed  away.  Three  volumes  of 
the  town  records,  and  one  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  are 
in  a  dilapidated  condition ;  the  other  records  are  in  excellent 
condition.  All  books  and  papers,  even  the  very  oldest,  are 
labelled  and  filed  in  a  systematic  manner.  INIarriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  very  many  years.  The 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  the  earliest  volume  to  about 
lb40,  have  been  copied  and  indexed. 

Paxton  (Aug.  11,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  an 
old  safe  used  by  the  clerk  only.  The  assessors'  records  are  in  a 
closet  on  the  top  of  the  safe.  The  selectmen's  papers  are  in 
a  closet  in  the  room  used  by  them  for  an  office.  Tlie  first  volume 
of  town  proceedings,  and  tlie  first  and  second  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  are  in  bad  order  and  need  binding.  A  copy  has  l)eeu 
made  of  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  of 
such  as  were  contained  in  the  first  volume  of  town  proceedings. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for 
ten  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  the 
clerk  liappens  to  have  those  for  about  eighteen  of  the  past  years. 

Peabody  (May  22,  1891).  P'ine  brick  town  hall.  The  town 
has  anticipated  its  growth,  and  built  four  of  the  finest  vaults  that 
1  have  seen,  one  of  which  is  used  by  the  clerk  and  treasurer,  one 
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by  the  water  board,  one  for  the  public  documents,  law  reports, 
and  files  of  papers,  leaving  one  for  miscellaneous  matter.  All  the 
records  of  the  clerk,  selectmen,  assessors,  and  collector,  are  kept 
in  the  vault  in  the  clerk's  room.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  the  establishment  of  the  town. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but 
the  record  of  payment  and  abatement  has  always  been  made  on 
the  assessors'  books. 

Pembroke  (Sept.  21,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  there 
is  a  safe  containing  many  records  of  the  assessors.  A  large  part 
of  those,  however,  are  in  a  closet  in  a  hall  where  there  are  also 
two  chests  containing  the  usual  files  of  papers.  The  earliest 
assessors'  lists  cannot  be  found.  The  clerk  has  a  large  new  town 
safe  in  his  store,  in  which  all  his  records  are  kept,  but  it  is  full. 
The  first  volume  of  town  records  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition ; 
other  records  have  been  carefully  repaired  and  renovated,  gratui- 
tously, by  the  present  clerk.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  all  been  preserved  since  1887,  and  occasional  ones 
from  188-1 ;  those  since  1887  have  been  arranged  in  book  form  in 
an  original  manner  worth  imitating.  The  records  are  in  most 
systematic  order,  and  show  evidence  of  much  labor  on  the  part  of 
the  clerk.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  all  been  returned  to  the  town. 

Plymouth  (Dec.  8,  1891).  No  town  hall.  The  town  offices 
are  in  a  wooden  building  used  for  that  purpose  and  by  the  hook 
and  ladder  company.  A  vault  on  the  lower  floor  is  used  by  the 
clerk  (who  is  also  treasurer)  and  by  all  the  other  otOcers  except  the 
assessors.  There  is  a  vault  on  the  second  lloor  where  their  records 
are  kept.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition,  the  very  oldest, 
including  the  proi)rietors'  records,  having  been  interleaved  and 
rebound.  The  clerk  keeps  olfice  hours.  IMarriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1878,  the  term  of  the 
present  clerk,  lie  has  indexed  the  first  volume  of  births, 
mairiiiges,  and  deaths.  In  the  assessors'  vault  there  is  a  large 
accumulation  of  the  old  valuation  lists  and  many  miscellaneous 
books  and  papers,  the  vault  being  used  for  the  overflow  from  the 
otiier  vault.  There  is  a  large  chest  flUed  with  old  papers  sup- 
posed to  be  mostly  unimportant.  The  collectors'  records  have 
been  returned  to  the  town  for  a  great  many  years.  The  records 
to  1705  have  been  printed,  and  a  second  volume  is  to  be  printed. 

Plymi'TON  (Sept.  17,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall.  There  is  a 
safe,  rather  old,  located  upon  the  second  floor,  which  contains  the 
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clerk's  records.  The  records  of  the  selectmeu  are  at  the  house  of 
the  chairman,  not  in  a  safe.  A  few  of  the  hiter  valuation  books 
are  in  the  closet  of  a  room  used  by  the  selectmen  as  their  olOce, 
and  also  as  a  school-room.  In  a  room  on  the  lower  floor  there  arc 
closets  containing  many  old  records.  The  records  are  generally  in 
good  condition.  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  commencing 
with  those  in  the  hrst  volume,  are  being  copied.  In  1839  the 
town  clerk,  by  order  of  the  town,  put  all  the  assessors'  lists  and 
misceUaneous  papers  in  order,  and  made  a  catalogue  of  all  the 
books  and  papers  belong.ng  to  the  town.  Among  these  lists  are 
all  from  1783  to  1831,  excepting  178G,  1787,  1790,  1792,  1795, 
1800,  1802,  and  1821.  There  is  a  mass  of  old  papers  in  the 
closet.  Marriage  certilicates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served for  many  j^ears,  but  are  among  the  uusorted  papers.  Some 
from  18G5  to  18G9  were  found  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up. 

Princeton  (Aug.  20,  1801).  Brick  town  hall,  in  which  the 
selectmen  have  an  ollice.  The  Goodnuw  Memorial  Building, 
which  is  the  property  of  the  town,  has  a  good  vault,  but  it  has 
been  too  damp  for  use  until  recently.  This  contains  the  records 
of  the  assessors  from  179-1,  and  all  the  files  from  1820  to  1885. 
These  have  been  arranged,  and  the  clerk  has  been  at  work  on 
later  ones,  which  will  be  kept  in  the  vault.  The  clerk  has  an  old 
safe  of  doubtful  value,  belonging  to  the  town,  in  his  dwelling, 
in  which  his  records  are  kept.  Many  important  plans  arc 
unprotected.  The  records  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  many 
having  been  rebound.  The  certificates  of  marriage  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  great  many  years.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

QuixCY  (May  15,  1S91).  Stone  city  hall.  The  city  clerk  has 
a  large  safe,  now  full,  in  which  his  records  are  kept;  they  are  all 
in  good  condition.  The  assessors  have  a  large  safe  containing 
their  records  from  18G1.  There  is  a  good  vault  used  for  the 
storage  of  the  older  records,  in  Avhich  the  assessors'  records  from 
1792  (the  date  of  the  setting  off  of  the  town)  to  18G0  are  ke[)t. 
^Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  only 
since  the  town  became  a  city,  in  1889.  An  effort  has  been  made 
to  collect  all  the  records  of  the  collectors,  and  all  that  could  be 
found  are  in  possession  of  the  town.  There  are  several  large 
volumes  in  which  many  ancieut  original  documents  have  been 
pasted  for  preservation. 
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Rayniiam  (Sept.  15,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  vanlt 
built  in  1890,  not  yet  sulHciently  dry  for  occupancy,  although  the 
public  documents  have  been  stored  there.  The  clerk  has  a  small 
safe  belonging  to  the  town  in  his  dwelling,  where  his  records 
are  kept.  This  is  full,  however,  and  some  are  left  out.  The 
earliest  assessors'  records  are  in  the  clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe, 
tiie  later  ones  being  with  the  chairman  of  the  board,  not  in  a  safe. 
These  will  be  placed  in  the  vault  as  soon  as  it  is  dry.  The 
records  are  in  good  condition.  Marriage  certificates  have  been 
preserved  since  1887.  The  collectors'  records  for  1850  and  several 
years  following  were  burned  in  the  collector's  house.  No  older 
ones  have  been  returned,  but  the  town  has  voted  that  all  since 
shall  be.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up  In  the  blotter, 
but  not  in  the  bound  volume. 

Eeading  (Nov.  27,  1891).  No  town  hall.  The  town  offices 
are  in  a  brick  building,  built  for  an  engine  house,  and  for  them. 
There  is  a  good  safe,  used  by  the  clerk,  selectmen,  aud  treasurer, 
for  the  later  records  and  copies  of  the  earlier.  An  unusually  large 
vault  contains  all  the  ancient  records,  hies,  and  papers  of  all 
departments.  Many  of  the  oldest  volumes  are  in  very  bad  order, 
and  need  renovating  and  binding.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  all  been  preserved  since  1887,  and  very  many 
of  those  before  from  about  187G.  The  collectors'  records  are  now 
returned  to  the  town  annually,  and  the  older  ones  from  about  18G 1 
are  also  in  its  possession.  The  files  of  papers  are  very  ancient ; 
but,  as  the  odicers  of  all  departments  have  access  to  the  safe,  and 
tlie  greater  part  of  the  printed  documents  are  kept  in  it,  it  makes 
methodical  arrangement  by  the  clerk  impossible. 

Reiiobotii  (June  8,  1891).  No  town  office.  The  clerk  has  a 
very  small  old  safe  in  his  dwelling,  where  the  original  ancient 
records  are  kept.  All  copies  and  recent  records  are  in  a  book- 
case in  his  house.  INIany  of  the  old  volumes  are  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition  and  need  binding;  several  have,  however,  be^n 
copied  and  certified.  The  selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are 
at  the  town  farm,  not  in  a  safe.  The  remnants  of  three  or  four 
books  of  intentions  of  marriage,  some  bearing  date  as  early  as 
1720,  were  found  among  books  and  papers  boxed  up  in  the  attic 
of  the  clerk's  house,  there  being  no  place  provided  for  the 
keeping  of  town  books.  ]\Iarriage  certificates  and  burial  re- 
turns have  been  preserved  since  1890.  No  information  could  be 
obtained  in  regard  to  collectors'  records  or  dates  of  those  of  the 
assessors. 
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Revere  (July  20,  1891).  Woodeu  town  hull,  in  which  the 
clerk  has  an  oilioe  with  a  small  safe  for  the  current  records.  A 
new  vault  built  in  the  basement  last  year  is  used  for  the  storage 
of  the  older  records  of  all  departments.  The  selectmen  have  a 
large  new  safe  and  the  assessors  have  a  safe  also.  All  the 
records,  plans,  etc.,  are  kept  in  one  or  the  other.  IMarriage 
certiGcates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  many 
years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  There  is  a  large  plan  of  the  town,  kept  in  the  vault,  from 
which  sectional  blue  prints  are  annually  made  for  the  use  of  the 
assessors. 

Rockland  (July  9,  1891).  The  town  office  was  burned  July 
10,  1890.  The  backs  of  the  volumes  of  records  in  the  clerk's 
safe  were  burned,  but  the  records  were  not  injured,  and  have  since 
been  rebound.  The  collectors'  records  were  not  in  the  safe,  and, 
being  overlooked,  were  destroyed.  All  the  other  records  were 
removed  from  the  bnilding.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns,  and  som^  of  the  unimi)ortant  papers,  were  burned.  The 
town  oflice  is  now  in  a  wooden  bushiess  block,  where  there  are 
three  large  safes,  —  one  for  the  clerk,  one  for  the  selectmen,  and 
one  for  the  assessors.  All  the  records  are  kept  there,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  current  ones  which  are  in  the  safe  in  the  clerk's 
odic '  in  the  savings  bank.  The  records  are  in  good  condition. 
A  type-written  copy  of  the  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from 
1712  to  1874,  in  the  Abington  records,  has  been  made,  and  a  copy 
of  the  town  meeting  records  from  1712  to  1820  is  being  made. 
The  town  has  a  file  of  the  "  Rockland  Standard,"  from  1874,  the 
date  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town. 

Salem  (June  10,  1891).  Brick  and  stone  city  hall,  particularly 
exposed  to  fire  l)y  the  proximity  of  a  large  wooden  stable  and  other 
old  wooden  buildings.  The  city  clerk  has  a  vault  which  was 
rebuilt  in  187()  and  made  fire-proof,  and  which  has  lately  been 
enlarged.  All  his  records  are  kept  here.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition,  tiie  older  ones  having  been  repaired.  All  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  marriage  intentions,  liave  been  indexed 
and  chronologically  arranged,  and  the  indexing  of  all  records  is  in 
progress.  The  files  of  papers  which  have  accumulated  since 
Salem  became  a  city  are  numbered  and  indexed,  and  all  town 
papers  which  have  hjon  preserved  luive  been  arranged  and  are 
being  indexed.  Births  for  nearly  two  years,  in  1857,  1858,  and 
1859,  were  not  recorded  at  the  time,  but  have  been  by  the  present 
clerk.    All  plans  of  highways  and  s<iwers  are  in  the  clerk's  care, 
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and  these  are  numbered  and  indexed.  Certificates  of  marriage 
have  been  preserved  since  185G,  and  there  are  some  prior  to  1832. 
Burial  returns  since  18G1,  and  birth  returns  since  1880,  arc  pre- 
served. A  large  vault  has  been  built  in  the  basement  within  a 
year,  which  is  used  by  the  departments  for  the  records  and  papers 
least  in  use.  The  assessors  have  a  safe  in  which  the  records  for  a 
few  of  the  latest  years  are  kept,  the  others  being  in  vaults.  The 
collector  and  treasurer  uses  two  safes  and  a  vault  on  the  first  floor 
for  the  later  records,  the  earlier  being  in  the  storage  vault.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town  and  city,  as  a 
rule,  and  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  arc  in  possession  of  the  city.  The 
school  committee  have  all  their  records  in  vaults  ;  the  current 
records  are  in  the  vmilt  on  the  first  floor,  the  older  being  in  the 
storage  vault.  The  board  of  health  has  a  vault  in  which  nil 
records  are  kept.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  a  safe  in  which 
the  current  records  are  kept,  the  older  ones  being  in  the  storage 
vault.  Some  twenty  volumes  of  records  of  various  kinds,  with 
files  of  papers,  are  in  a  book-case  in  the  oflice.  The  water 
board  has  a  safe  for  their  current  records,  the  older  being  in  the 
storage  vault. 

Saugus  (^lay  20,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  vault  in 
which  the  clerk's,  selectmen's  and  assessors' records  are  kept,  all 
in  good  condition.  jMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  since  1887.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  except  for  a  very  few  years,  and  only  those  for  a  few 
years  just  previous  can  probably  be  obtained. 

ScrruATE  (Sept.  18,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  a  longdistance 
from  the  clerk's  house,  to  which  access  could  not  be  gained.  It 
was  reported  that  there  were  several  safes  there,  but  the  clerk  has 
not  access  to  them,  and  I  could  obtain  no  information  in  regard  to 
their  contents.  The  clerk  has  a  small  old  safe  in  his  dwelling  at 
Scituate  Harbor,  so  full  as  to  injure  the  records,  and  some  are  kept 
outside  for  want  of  room.  Most  of  the  early  records  have  been 
rebound,  evidently  many  years  ago,  and  are  generally  in  good 
condition.  Several  of  these  volumes  contain  records  of  the  earliest 
laying  out  of  all  the  lands,  and  are  most  important;  one  of  these  is 
badly  dilapidated  and  needs  binding.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887,  and  there  are  others 
older,  but  for  want  of  room  they  cannot  be  arranged  conveniently 
for  examination.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town.  A  copy  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  session  of  the  first 
General  Court  at  New  Plymouth  was  found  outside  of  the  safe. 
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Seekonk  (June  8,  1891).  A  very  small  wooden  building, 
containing  one  room,  is  used  as  a  town  olfice.  A  very  small  safe, 
probably  sufficiently  fire-proof  in  its  location,  but  very  old,  is 
full,  though  containing  but  a  part  of  the  records.  The  remainder 
of  the  clerk's  records  are  upon  shelves  in  the  building.  The 
records  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  the  first  volume  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  having  been  rebound.  The  selectmen's 
and  assessors'  records  are  kept  at  the  town  farm,  two  miles 
distant,  not  in  a  safe ;  access  to  these  could  not  be  gained. 
IMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1885.  The  rebellion  record  is  not  written  up,  but  most  of  the 
information  seemed  to  be  contained  in  a  book  called  "  Waste 
Book."  Many  of  the  old  records  had  been* in  a  garret  previous 
to  the  present  clerk's  term  of  olfice,  and  many  pages  of  the  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  are  known  to  be  missing. 

Sharon  (Oct.  7,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  the  town 
oOices  are  located.  There  is  a  good  brick  vault,  in  which  the  safe 
owned  before  the  vault  was  built  has  been  placed.  The  clerk's 
records  are  kept  in  the  safe.  The  selectmen  and  assessors  have 
their  records  in  the  vault,  with  the  exception  of  a  large  number  of 
pamphlet  lists  which  were  found  in  the  attic,  partly  in  a  chest  and 
partly  in  a  pile  of  old  printed  reports.  Tax  lists  from  1740  to 
l8o9  have  been  copied  in  three  large  volumes.  IMarriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  usually  been  preserved  since  18G5; 
those  from  18G5  to  1880  were  in  the  chest  above  mentioned. 
INIany  files  of  papers  were  in  bureau  drawers  in  the  town  office. 
The  records  were  in  good  condition,  the  earliest  volumes  having 
been  repaired  by  the  clerk.  A  large  accumulation  of  books, 
pa[)ers,  plans,  etc.,  are  in  the  vault,  lacking  in  arrangement. 
Tiie  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

SiiKiiBonN  (July  15,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  the 
selectmen  have  an  ofiice.  There  is  an  old  safe  there,  containing 
miscellanous  papers.  There  is  a  large  safe  at  the  clerk's  house, 
new  in  1885,  in  which  all  his  records  as  clerk  and  treasurer  are 
kept.  This  is  full.  Ten  of  the  oldest  volumes  of  proprietors' 
records,  and  records  of  town  proceedings,  are  in  bad  order  and 
need  binding.  The  assessors'  records  from  1827  to  1879  are  in  a 
trunk  in  the  attic  of  the  clerk's  house,  the  later  ones  being  at  the 
house  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors,  not  in  a  safe. 
The  collectors'  records  from  18G0,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  in 
the  town's  possession  and  in  the  clerk's  safe.  All  marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  term  of 
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office  of  the  present  clerk,  and  there  are  others  for  very  many 
years.  Miscellaneous  papers,  some  of  wljich  bear  date  as  early  as 
1 704,  are  filed,  and  sorted  in  packages  in  the  Sawin  Academy  and 
Dowse  High  School  building.  Copies  of  such  records  as  have  been 
made  have  been  certified. 

SiiiKLEY  (Nov.  18,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  fine  large 
vault  and  a  large  old  safe  not  now  used.  All  the  records  and  files 
ore  kept  in  the  vanlt.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceedings,  a 
very  small  book,  is  in  bad  condition.  What  purports  to  be  a  copy 
of  this  has  been  made,  but  the  clerk  at  the  time  of  the  copying 
made  tlie  endorsement  in  the  vohime  that  the  copyist  had  used  his 
own  language  in  the  copy.  The  other  records  are  in  good  con- 
dition. Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served for  about  twenty  years.  The  valuation  lists,  bound  from 
1820  to  1824,  in  paper  covers  from  1825  to  1840,  and  bound  from 
1841  to  date,  are  in  the  vault,  and  there  are  many  ancient  valuation 
lists  in  files.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  np. 

SoMKRSKT  (Sept.  24,  1801)  .  Two  wooden  town  halls,  neither 
of  whieli  are  used  for  offices  or  the  deposit  of  records.  The  town 
office  is  in  a  small  building  used  exclusively  as  such,  where  there 
are  tliree  safes,  two  used  by  the  clerk  only,  and  one  by  him  and 
the  selectmen.  The  assessors'  records  are  in  boxes,  un[)rotected. 
The  first  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  and  tlie  first  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  need  binding.  Tlie  others  are  in  good 
condition.  About  one-third  of  the  files  are  unprotected,  there  not 
being  room  in  the  safes  for  them.  IMarriage  certificates  from 
1840,  death  returns  from  1801,  and  burial  returns  from  1859,  have 
been  preserved  and  filed.  Part  of  the  collectors'  records  from 
1840  have  been  returned  to  the  town,  those  for  some  of  the  years 
having  been  burned.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  w^ritten  up. 
'I'he  ollicc  is  in  most  excellent  order.  The  previous  clerk  searched 
the  town  for  records  and  files,  and  the  present  clerk  has  continued 
the  search,  until  all  the  records  that  can  bo  obtained  are  in  the 
custody  of  the  town. 

SoMEnviT.Li:  (Sept.  30,  1891).  Brick  city  hall,  with  a  good 
vault  for  the  clerk's  use,  where  all  Iiis  records  are  kept,  in  good 
Order.  The  assessors  have  a  vault  in  which  all  their  records  are 
kei)t.  44ie  collector  and  treasurer  also  has  a  vault.  The  auditor, 
who  is  also  clerk  of  the  common  council,  has  a  safe,  and  the  city 
engineer  a  vault  for  plaiis.  The  water  board,  school  committee,  and 
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overseers  of  the  poor,  have  ofluces  ontside  the  city  hall,  and  all 
have  uew  safes.  All  records  are  now  in  vaults  or  bafes.  INIarriage 
certilicates  and  burial  returns  have  mostly  been  preserved  since 
1842.  The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up.  The  col- 
lectors' records  since  185G,  with  the  exception  of  1857,  have  been 
returned  to  the  city. 

Springfield  (Nov.  19,  1891).  Brick  city  hall.  The  city  clerk 
has  a  safe,  built  in  1888,  of  unusually  heavy  construction ;  this  is 
used  by  the  clerk  only,  and  contains  all  of  the  records  and  most  of 
the  files.  All  the  earliest  records  were  repaired,  interleaved,  and 
rebound  some  years  ago,  and  the  records  are  all  in  excellent 
condition.  Tiicre  are  some  curious  ancient  papers  here,  including 
grants  to  the  residents  of  Longmeadow  and  a  book  for  the 
record  of  lost  goods,  which  has  been  in  use  from  ITO.'i  to  date. 
Marriage  certilicates  frum  1849,  returns  of  births  from  1870, 
and  deaths  from  18G8,  have  been  preserved,  liled,  and  indexed, 
and  there  are  many  certilicates  of  marriage  from  as  early  a  date 
as  1722.  The  assessors  have  a  large  safe  in  which  the  records 
for  the  two  last  years  are  kept,  all  the  others  being  in  a  room 
unprotected  from  lire.  There  are  valuation  lists  more  or  less 
complete,  arranged  in  files  to  17ol  ;  those  from  180G  to  1824  are 
in  pamphlets,  and  from  1824  in  bound  volumes.  The  treasurer 
has  a  large  safe  where  all  his  records  are  kept.  The  collector  has 
a  good  safe,  and  the  records  from  1844  are  in  possession  of  the 
city,  and  kept  there.  He  has  a  fragmentary  tax  list  of  the 
plantation  for  the  year  1G85.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  a 
large  safe,  new  within  two  years,  and  an  older  one,  which  contain 
allot  their  records  and  blanks.  The  water  couunissioners,city 
engineer,  and  highway  and  sewer  department,  have  oUices  in  a 
brick  building,  with  new  vaults  built  within  a  year,  in  which  all 
their  records  and  plans  are  kept.  The  school  committee  has  an 
ollice  in  a  wooden  building,  where  they  have  a  new  safe  for  their 
records. 

Stoneiiam  (June  4,  1891).  The  town  offices  are  in  a  brick 
business  block.  There  is  a  large  new  safe  used  for  records  and 
papers  of  all  sorts.  There  is  an  old  safe  also  in  the  selectmen's 
office,  in  which  part  of  the  records  are  kept,  but  it  is  not  sullicieut 
for  all  the  valuation  books.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  of  his  own  in 
his  dwelling  where  the  current  records  are  kept.  The  records  are 
all  in  good  condition,  some  having  recently  been  rebound.  INIarriage 
certilicates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  thirty- 
live  years.    Most  of  them  are  not  in  a  safe.    The  clerk  has 
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obtained  the  record  of  thirty-one  marriages  hy  Rev.  John  Cairnos, 
not  recorded  in  the  town  records,  wliich  he  has  copied  and  indexed. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  Plans 
of  street  grades  have  been  arranged,  and  are  kept  conveniently  for 
reference,  though  not  in  a  safe. 

Stow  (Oct.  28,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  large  safe 
where  tlie  older  records  arc  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  in 
his  house,  new  within  two  years,  wliere  the  current  records  arc 
kept.  The  large  safe  contained  much  printed  matter  and  many 
miscellaneous  articles  wliich  need  not  be  there,  svhilc  valuation 
lists  prior  to  180U  were  in  confusion  in  a  closet  in  the  gallery  of 
the  hall  with  a  mass  of  printed  matter.  The  lists  from  l.sOl), 
many  of  the  earliest  being  in  pamphlets,  were  in  the  safe.  JNIar- 
riage  certificates  have  been  preserved  for  1800  and  1801  only. 
The  very  old  volumes  are  in  a  most  wretched  condition,  and  should 
be  renovated  and  bound.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town,  although  those  for  many  years  can  be 
obtained.    There  are  no  indexes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

SwAMPSCOTT  (iMay  20,  1801).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for 
town  oflices  and  a  public  library,  with  a  good  vault  and  a  large 
safe.  The  clerk's  records  are  kept  in  the  vault,  with  the  cxcc[)tion 
of  the  current  volume  of  records  of  marriages,  which  is  in  his 
own  safe.  Part  of  the  valuation  books  are  in  the  vault.  The 
safe  is  used  for  the  storage  of  fdes.  The  records  are  all  in  good 
condition.  The  town  has  a  record  of  all  tax  payments  and 
abatements,  although  some  of  the  collectors'  records  are  not  in 
the  town's  possession.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  not  been  preserved  prior  to  180(J.  Tlie  records  of  town 
proceedings  have  been  printed  annually  since  1870. 

Savansea  (Sept.  21,  1801).  A  new  stone  town  hall,  the  gift  of 
Hon.  Frank  Shaw  Stevens,  was  dedicated  on  the  0th  of  September, 
1801,  and  the  records  have  just  been  deposited  in  a  line  vault  there. 
The  clerk  has  an  old  safe  in  his  dwelling,  where  the  current  records 
will  be  kept.  All  the  records  and  papers  which  have  been  scattered 
about  in  various  places  have  been  collected  and  stored  in  the 
vault;  among  these  are  the  assessors'  lists  for  1823,  and  the  whole 
or  parts  of  those  from  1831  to  18.')G  ;  all  since  185G  are  bound. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  are  complete  since  UsiJ,'), 
and  there  are  some  earlier.  The  collectors'  records  from  that 
date  have  been  returned.  The  first  volume  has  had  parts  which 
were  becoming  illegible  copied  and  bound  in  the  original,  and  all 
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others  of  the  oldest  volumes  have  been  rebound,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  small  books  of  publishments,  from  1744  to  174G,  and 
from  1830  to  183G. 

Tewksbury  (June  2,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  good 
vault,  although  very  damp  from  being  constantly  closed.  The 
clerk  has  a  small  old  safe  of  doubtful  vahie  in  his  dwelling,  where 
current  records  are  kept.  The  older  records,  with  those  of  the 
selectmen  and  assessors,  are  in  the  vault.  The  records  are  in 
good  condition  except  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  which  needs  binding  or  copying.  Marriage  certificates 
have  been  preserved  since  1887.  The  assessors'  records  from 
1831  to  18G0  are  in  pamphlets;  all  since  are  bound.  The  town 
has  endeavored  to  obtain  the  collectors'  records,  and  has  them 
from  1855  to  1804,  except  1856  and  18G0,  1870  to  1873,  and  187G 
to  date.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

TowNSEXD  (Oct.  30,  1891).  No  town  hall.  There  is  a  brick 
engine-house  in  which  the  selectmen  have  their  room.  There  is  a 
safe  there,  to  which  I  could  not  gain  access,  which  contains  the 
later  records.  Another  safe  is  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  building, 
and  contains  the  oldest  records,  including  valuation  lists  bound 
and  unbound  from  1789  and  possibly  earlier.  The  clerk  has  the 
use  of  a  storage  vault  in  the  National  Bank  building,  where  cur- 
rent records  are  kept.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition. 
IMarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1885,  and  are  filed.  All  the  ancient  papers  have  been  bundled  up, 
labelled,  and  packed  in  chests.  A  few  of  the  later  assessors' 
books  are  not  in  the  safe. 

"Wakefield  (June  G,  1891).  Brick  town  hall,  with  two  rather 
small  vaults,  in  one  of  which  the  clerk  keeps  his  records,  the  other 
being  used  by  the  treasurer  and  assessors.  An  old  safe  considered 
of  but  little  value  is  nsed  for  old  papers.  Two  of  the  older 
volumes  of  town  records  need  binding.  Some  volumes  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  have  been  rebound.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1872,  and  there  are  a 
few  for  occasional  years  before.  The  collectors'  records  from 
1857  are  in  possession  of  the  town. 

AValtiiam  (Oct.  5,  1891).  The  city  offices  are  in  a  wooden 
building,  owned  by  the  city  but  let  for  business  purposes.  The 
clerk  has  a  vault  in  his  office  on  the  second  fiooi-  where  his  current 
records  are  kept,  and  there  is  a  vault  on  the  lower  lloor  used  for 
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the  overflow  from  all  departments.  The  records  are  all  in  good 
condition,  some  of  the  older  having  been  rebound.  Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  about 
1880.  The  assessors  have  a  vault  on  the  second  floor  where  their 
later  records  are  kept,  and  also  valuation  lists  from  1738  to  17G2, 
which  are  in  sheets  unbound  ;  their  other  records  are  in  the  storage 
vault.  The  auditor  uses  the  clerk's  vault.  The  treasurer  and 
collector  has  a  safe,  and  uses  the  storage  vault  for  the  older 
records.  The  collectors'  records  from  1852  to  18G4,  and  from  the 
time  of  incorporation  as  a  city  in  1884,  are  in  possession  of  the 
city.  The  city  engineer  has  a  vault  on  the  third  floor  where  his 
plans  are  kept.  The  street  commissioners  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  have  ofhces  in  this  building,  but  have  no  safes.  The  water 
board  and  school  committee  have  ofhces  outside  the  building. 
The  water  board  has  a  safe,  but  not  sufficiently  large  to  contain 
plans.    The  school  committee  have  none. 

Watektown  (Oct.  5,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  Avith  two  good 
vaults  each  containing  a  large  safe,  in  oue  of  which  the  clerk 
keeps  most  of  his  records.  All  of  the  other  records  are  kept  in 
one  or  the  other  of  the  vaults.  All  of  the  old  records  appear  to 
have  been  rebound  in  1829,  but  the  leaves  of  some  are  in  bad 
order  and  the  volumes  should  be  bound  again.  There  is  an 
unusual  quantity  of  flies  of  old  papers,  dating  from  1740,  which 
have  been  carefully  arranged ;  many  of  these,  however,  are  in 
cases.  The  plans,  etc.,  are  all  in  the  vault.  INIarriage  certiflcates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  very  many  years.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  returned  for  the  years  1854,  1858, 
1859,  1801,1803,  1804,  1809,  and  1872  to  date.  The  assessors' 
lists  from  1759  to  1790  are  in  flies,  and  from  1790  to  date  in 
volumes. 

Webster  (July  8,  1891).  Brick  building,  used  for  town  offices, 
and  an  (ingine-house  and  lockup,  but  not  as  a  town  hall.  There  is 
a  large  vault,  built  within  a  year,  which  is  being  drietl  out  for  the 
town  clerk's  use  ;  another  smaller  one  in  another  room  for  the 
assessors'  use,  in  which  their  records  and  the  clerk's  are  now  kept ; 
and  a  good  safe  in  which  the  selectmen's  records  are  kept.  The 
clerk  keeps  office  hours,  is  clerk  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and 
the  records  and  papers  are  in  excellent  order  and  condition.  The 
assessors'  records  are  preserved  from  1841.  The  collectors*  records 
since  1851  are  in  possession  of  the  town.  jNIarriage  certiflcates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1880,  and  there  are 
some  earlier.  The  clerk  has  a  bound  file  of  the  Webster  Times  " 
from  March  11,  1859,  which  is  kept  iu  the  vault. 
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Westuokougii  (July  7,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  have  a  room.  There  is  a  brick  vault  con- 
taining all  the  records  except  the  current,  Avhich  the  clerk  keeps  in 
his  own  safe  in  his  store,  and  those  of  the  water  commissioners, 
Avhieh  are  in  a  room  in  a  business  block,  not  in  a  safe.  The 
assessors' records  from  ISll  are  in  good  order;  the  earlier  ones 
are  missing.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  18<SG  ;  also  some  prior  to  1800,  and  probably  most 
of  them  from  1823  to  1813,  and  from  1850  to  18G1.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

West  Nkwbuuy  (May  18,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which 
there  is  a  large  safe  used  principally  for  assessors'  records.  There 
is  a  safe  at  the  poor  farm  also,  in  which  the  selectmen  keep  their 
records,  and  the  town  clerk  has  a  safe  at  his  house  in  which  his 
records  are  kept.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  IMarriage 
certificates  and  ljurini  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887. 

Wi:sTrouT  (June  1,  1801).  AVooden  town  h;dl,  with  an  iron 
vault  brought  from  the  burnt  city  hall  in  Fall  Kiver.  The  clerk 
has  a  safe  in  his  dwelling,  where  his  records  are  kept ;  all  others 
have  just  been  brought  from  various  places  and  are  ke[)t  in  the 
vault.  Three  old  volumes  need  rebinding.  IMarriage  certificates 
from  about  180"),  and  burial  returns  from  1887,  with  a  few  of 
each  for  occasional  years  earlier,  have  been  preserved.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  called  for  by  the  town,  and  those 
from  1800  to  185,'),  1802,  18G3,  and  18G8  to  1883,  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  town,  and  a  fcAv  others  can  be  obtained.  The 
assessors'  lists  from  18-2t  to  1842  are  in  pamphlets;  all  since  are 
bound.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

WiL^rixoTOX  (June  2,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  safe 
which  is  full,  in  which  the  selectmen's  and  assessors'  records  are 
kept.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  belonging  to  the  town  in  the  L 
of  his  house,  in  which  he  keeps  all  his  records  ;  this  is  full.  lie 
had  no  safe  until  this  spring.  The  first  and  second  volumes  of 
records  of  town  proceedings,  the  first  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  and  the  assessors'  records  from  1730  to  1750,  are  almost 
in  tatters.  The  records  from  17G2  to  178G,  which  were  supposed 
to  be  lost,  were  found  in  one  of  the  dilapidated  volume^  at  the  time 
of  my  visit.  JNIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
pi'eserved  since  1887.  'J'he  collectors'  records  are  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town,  although  those  for  thirty  years  could  easily  be 
obtained  if  the  law  required  it.  Found  the  usual  chest  of  old 
highway  lists,  bills,  etc 
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WiNTiiKOP  (July  23,  1891).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  room 
used  for  a  town  otlice.  The  clerk  has  a  very  small  worthless  sate, 
which  is  filled  with  papers  and  records.  Lie  is  obliged  to  keep  a 
few  records  at  his  house,  not  in  a  safe.  The  selectmen  have  a 
small  safe,  which  would  probably  be  valueless  in  its  position. 
The  records  of  their  meetings  are  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  board, 
not  in  a  safe.  The  assessors  have  no  safe,  their  later  records 
being  at  the  house  of  their  clerk,  and  the  older  ones  in  the  closet 
of  the  town  hall.  A  large  book  of  plans,  recently  made  at  tlie 
cost  of  three  hundred  dollars,  is  not  in  the  safe.  IMarriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  ten 
years.    The  collectors'  records  are  not  in  possession  of  the  town. 

WonuRN  (Oct.  12,  1891).  Wooden  city  hall.  The  clerk  has 
a  large  safe  in  his  ollice  on  the  second  floor  where  the  current 
records  are  kept,  and  a  vault  on  the  lower  used  for  the  overllow  of 
his  and  of  the  other  departments.  IMarriage  certificates  have  Ijeen 
preserved  since  18G0  ;  burial  returns  since  18.>1.  The  clerk  has 
sorted  all  the  old  files  and  arranged  them.  lie  has  collected  also 
the  tax:  lists  from  1779  to  ISlf),  and  they  are  now  complete  from 
the  first  date,  and  are  bound.  The  assessors  luu'c  a  vault,  and 
all  the  records  are  kept  there  or  in  the  overllow  vault.  The 
registers  of  voters  also  use  this.  The  treasurer  and  collector 
each  have  a  safe.  The  water  board  has  a  safe,  \^y  a  vote  of  the 
town  all  plans  are  placed  in  the  public  library,  where  they  are 
arranged  and  indexed. 

AVoRCESTEu  (July  8,  1891).  Brick  city  hall,  part  of  the  base- 
ment of  which  is  let  for  business  i)urposes.  The  clerk  has  a  safe 
for  Ihe  current  records,  and  a  vault  greatly  crowded  where  his 
records  are  kept,  and  for  all  the  older  records,  whether  belonging 
to  his  department  or  not.  With  the  exception  of  a  volume  of  i)ro- 
prietors'  records,  the  records  and  papers  are  all  in  good  condition, 
the  volumes  having  been  bound  as  necessity  required.  IMarriage 
certificates  have  been  preserved  and  filed  since  1850,  burial  returns 
since  18G1.  The  assessors  have  a  room  on  the  second  floor  where 
their  records  are  kept  in  cases,  with  the  exception  of  the  valuation 
list  for  the  current  yetir,  which  is  in  a  very  old  safe,  probably 
worthless  in  its  situation.  The  treasurer  and  collector  has  a 
good  vault,  sullicient  for  all  records  considered  important.  He 
has  the  coIlect(jrs'  records  since  18()5  in  his  i)Ossession,  there 
being  (-arlier  ones  in  the  city  clerk's  vault.  The  auditor  has  a  safe 
in  which  all  his  record  books  are  kept.  The  overseers  of  the  poor 
have  no  provision  for  the  safety  of  their  important  records,  which 
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are  kept  upon  shelves.  The  city  engineer  has  a  vault  in  the  base- 
ment and  a  safe  in  his  oOice,  in  one  or  the  other  of  which  all  plans 
and  records  are  kept.  The  water  commissioners  have  an  old  safe 
com  dining  part  of  their  records  ;  but  it  is  not  considered  safe,  and 
a  new  one  has  been  ordered,  which,  however,  will  be  suHicient  for 
but  part  of  their  records.  The  board  of  healtii  has  an  ollice  in  the 
basement,  but  access  to  it  could  not  be  obtained. 

Wrentiiam  (July  14,  181)1).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  good 
vault.  There  is  a  large  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  store,  in  which  all 
his  records  are  kept.  The  vault  contains  all  the  records  of  the 
assessors,  including  bound  valuation  lists  from  1818,  and  unbound 
lists  from  17G8.  The  selectmen's  records  from  1818  are  alao 
there.  There  is  the  usual  chest,  kept  in  the  vault,  which  contains 
many  old  papers  which  have  been  filed  and  arranged  by  some 
previous  clerk  or  clerks.  The  first  volume  of  town  records  appears 
to  l)e  missing,  but  there  is  a  copy.  Three  volumes  of  the  pro- 
prietors' records  and  those  of  town  proceedings  need  binding. 
31arriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  since  1880,  and  among 
the  papers  in  the  chest  are  some  as  old  as  18G8.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 


Assessors'  Records. 
The  same  neglect  of  the  assessors'  records  has  been  found 
during  the  year  as  in  the  cities  and  towns  previously  visited. 
Prior  to  about  1825  the  valuation  lists  if  preserved  are 
usually  in  tiles  or  in  very  small  })ainphlets ;  from  that 
time  until  al)out  l^GO  they  are  in  larger  books,  but  usuall}^ 
iinboiuid;  and  from  about  18G0  in  the  cumbersome  form 
furnished  by  the  Commonwealth.  Under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  307  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  the  chairman  is  given  the 
custody  of  the  records,  and  often  keeps  them  at  his  house, 
not  in  a  safe.  If  the  town  possesses  a  vault,  the  volumes 
are  returned  to  it  at  the  (convenience  of  the  assessors.  Few 
towud  have  sates  large  enough  for  many,  if  any,  of  the  large 
valuation  books  now  in  use  ;  and  the  result  is  that  those  from 
18G()  are  piled  up  in  some  out-of-the-way  places  wholly 
unprotected  from  lire.  The  earlier  lists  and  pam})hlets  are 
in  chests  or  any  convenient  receptajle  for  useless  matter. 
These  are  a  most  important  record  in  determiidng  the  settle- 
ment of  paupers,  secondary  only  to  tlie  collectors'  records; 
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and,  as  it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  where  the 
collectors'  records  are  in  town  custody,  they  become  of  first 
importance. 

Collectors'  Records. 
I  would  call  attention  to  what  was  said  in  the  second  and 
third  reports  in  regard  to  the  records  of  the  collectors,  and 
say  that  in  every  city  and  town  visited  the  necessity  of  the 
return  to  the  town  of  such  of  these  records  as  are  in  exist- 
ence is  fully  realized  by  the  city  or  town  othcers.  1  would, 
therefore,  again  most  strongly  urge  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing bill.  But  one  objection  to  a  similar  bill  proposed  last 
year  has  ever  been  presented  to  me,  and  that  is  met  in  this 
draft  by  allowing  a  collector  to  retain  his  warrant,  Avhich 
would  enable  him  to  collect  any  unpaid  tax  after  his  records 
were  in  the  toAvn  custody. 

An  Act  in  helation  to  tue  ACCOUNrs  and  records  of  col- 
lectors OF  taxes. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc  ,  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Every  collector  of  taxes  who  resigns  his  odice,  or 
is  removed  or  retired  from  otiice,  shall  witiiiii  three  months  after 
such  resigiiatiou,  removal,  or  retirement,  deposit  all  his  accounts, 
records,  and  papers  relating  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  he  held  such  olllce,  excepting 
his  warrant,  with  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town. 

Sect.  2.  Every  ex-collector  of  taxes  yhall,  within  three  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  and 
papers  which  are  now  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  taxes  in  the  town  in  which  he  held  such  olllce, 
excepting  his  warrant,  with  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town. 

Sect.  3.  The  executor  or  administrator  of  a  deceased  person 
who  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  previoubly  thereto  was  a  collector 
of  taxes,  shall  within  three  months  after  his  acceptance  of  the 
odice  of  administrator  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  and  papers 
which  came  into  his  hands  relating  to  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  taxes,  with  the  clerk  of  such  city  or  town. 

Sect.  4.  AVheu  all  the  taxes  committed  to  the  collector  of  taxes 
in  any  city  or  town  have  been  paid  or  abated,  or  in  any  event  at 
the  end  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  commitment  to  hinx 
of  said  taxes,  he  shall  deposit  all  the  accounts,  records,  and  i)apers 
relating  to  sueh  taxes,  with  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which 
he  iiolds  oUice. 
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Sect.  5.  If  the  collector  of  taxes  in  any  city  or  town  has  an 
ollice  for  the  deposit  of  records  and  the  transaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  collector,  the  accounts,  records,  and  papers  required  to  be 
deposited  with  the  city  or  town  clerk  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
collector  in  said  oOlce. 

Si:cT.  6.  Any  city  or  town  clerk,  or  collector  of  taxes  men- 
tioned in  section  5  of  this  act,  who  shall  have  knowledge  of  auy 
accounts,  records,  or  papers  relating  to  taxes  in  his  city  or  town 
which  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  should  be  in  his  possession, 
shall  demand  the  same  of  any  person  having  them  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Sect.  7.  Any  collector  or  ex-collector  of  taxes,  or  any  execu- 
tor or  administrator  mentioned  in  section  3  of  this  act  who  refuses 
or  neglects  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  this  chapter,  or  any 
person  having  in  his  possession  any  accounts,  records,  or  papers 
mentioned  in  section  G  of  tliis  act,  who,  after  demand  made  by 
the  clerk  or  collector  entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the 
same,  AvrongfuUy  detains  them,  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
live  hundred  dollars. 

Iiiformiition  has  been  obtained  when  possible  in  regard  to 
the  collectors'  records  in  most  of  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
is  presented  in  the  report  upon  each. 

BiKTiis,  jMarriages,  and  Deaths. 

I  would  strongly  urge  that  the  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  receive  greater  attention.  Their  importance 
can  l)e  fully  ai)i)reciated  only  when  the  errors  or  omissions 
in  them  arc  discovered. 

Physicians  or  midwives  are  required  on  or  l)eforc  the  lifth 
day  of  each  month  to  report  to  the  clerk  of  each  city  or  town 
a  correct  list  of  all  children  born  therein  durino-  the  month 

o 

next  preceding,  at  whose  birth  they  were  present,  stating 
certain  required  liicts.  They  are  entitled  to  a  fee  of  twenty- 
live  cents  for  each  birth  reported,  and  are  liable  to  a  line 
not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  each  neglect.  Tlie  neglect 
of  the  physicians  and  midwives  is  so  universal  that  the  clerks 
d(;pend  upon  the  house-to-house  canvass  made  by  them,  or 
under  their  direction,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  rather  than 
u})on  the  required  returns,  for  a  correct  record.  This  bhould 
not  be  so.  A  canvass  made  by  asking  whoever  answers  the 
summons  at  a  house  door  is  sure  to  be  incorrect,  either  from 
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ignorance,  unwillingness  to  answer,  or  desire  to  deceive  on 
the  part  of  persons  answering.  The  ])irth  of  a  person  is 
sometimes  found  recorded  in  two  phices,  report  having  Ijcen 
made  at  the  time  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  the  Lirtli 
occurred,  and  afterward  to  a  canvasser  in  the  town  where 
the  family  had  its  usual  abode.  Illegitimate  births  arc^ 
sure  to  be  concealed  from  a  canvasser.  This  is  becoming 
a  serious  matter  to  the  State,  upon  whom  the  support  of 
many  of  the  illegitimates  devolves,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  their  birthplaces  and  charge  their  support  to  the 
cities  and  towns  which  should  sup})ort  them. 

The  marriage  records  are  also  delicient,  from  the  failure 
of  the  ministers  to  make  returns  as  required.  Intentions  of 
marriage  are  always  recorded,  and  in  the  absence  of  returns 
these  are  assumed  to  be  evidence  of  the  marriage,  though  it 
is  often  a  wrong  assumption.  At  present  clerks  hesitate  to 
take  action  in  the  disagreeable  duty  of  prosecuting,  although 
a  few  liave  threatened  prosecution.  One  was  defeated  at 
the  next  ele(  tion  as  punishment  for  it.  The  duty  of  pros- 
ecutinii:;  should  not  lie  with  the  town  clerks  as  lon^-  as  their 
elections  are  annual. 

Proprietors'  Records. 

Another  year's  experience  makes  more  apparent  the  fact 
that  the  value  of  the  records  of  the  i)roprietors  of  the  com- 
mon lands  is  not  ai)prcciated.  Their  existence  is  often 
uidvuown,  or,  if  known,  and  any  records  are  to  l)e  taken  out 
of  the  safe  to  m;dve  room  for  a  current  volume  of  records  of 
mortgage;^,  or.  something  com})aratively  as  unimportant, 
these  are  the  ones  likely  to  be  selected.  INIany  of  the  vol- 
umes are  cruml)ling  to  i)ieces,  and  will  l)e  valueless  in  a  lew 
years;  while,  on  tlie  other  hand,  some  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition as  regards  legil)ility,  and  contain  well-drawn  })lots  of 
the  lands  with  names  of  abutters.  The  copying  of  these  for 
the  registries  of  deeds  should,  as  1  have  before  stated,  be 
made  compulsory  upon  the  part  of  the  county  connnissioners. 

The  A'alue  put  u[)oh  these  records  in  former  times  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  case  of  the  ]^'0[)rietors  of  Athol, 
Province  Laws,  Yo\.  lY.,  pp.  8(;()-8(;3.  In  17,38  the  clerk 
of  the  Proprietors  of  Athol  absconded  with  the  records,  and 
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June  11,  17G0,  the  proprietors  petitioned  the  court  for 
direction  and  relief,"  stating  that  "Thus  the  petitioners  are 
deprived  of  their  records,  and  those  who  held  their  several 
possessions,  or  original  proprietors,  or  have  purchased  the 
lands  of  delinquent  proprietors,  left  without  their  proper  and 
^needful  })roofs,  and  are  in  Ihe  utmost  danyer  of  running  into 
total  confusion.''^  Surveys  were  made  and  fragmentary  records 
collected,  and  after  live  years  of  appeal  to  the  court  a  new 
record  book  was  approved  and  established  as  the  record. 

The  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Swansea,  beginning  Avith 
a  copy  of  the  deed  from  Osamequid  (Massasoit),  beginning 
in  March,  1G53,  and  ending  March  IG,  1797,  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town  clerk  of  Barrington,  R.  I.  These  should 
certainly  be  copied  by  the  county  commissioners  of  Bristol 
County. 

The  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  lands  of  the  tenants 
of  riopkinton  and  Upton,  from  1745  to  1825,  which  were 
incorrectly  currently  reported  to  be  at  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  East  Cambridge,  are  and  have  been  in  the  safe  at  IIop- 
kinton.  There  are,  however,  in  that  registry  nineteen 
volumes  called  "  Deeds  of  Ilopkinton  and  Upton,"  which 
fact  is  probably  the  foundation  of  the  incorrect  report 
alluded  to. 

School  Records. 

By  the  return  made  by  school  committees  in  1890  it  was 
sliown  that  in  two  hundred  and  forty-three  of  the  cities  and 
tt)wns  the  school  committee  records  were  not  kept  in  safes. 
No  information  in  regard  to  the  matter  has  been  obtained 
this  year,  except  as  I  have  visited  the  cities  and  towns  ;  but 
I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  very  few  have  made  any  improve- 
ment in  this  respect,  or  will  until  the  town  clerk  has  the 
care  of  the  records. 

A  few  of  the  old  school  district  records  have  been  found 
during  the  year,  and  many  coukl  be  obtained  if  it  were  made 
the  business  of  any  one  to  collect  them. 

Records  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
]Many  complaints  have  reached  me  of  the  failure  of  over- 
seers of  the  poor  to  keep  records.    The  cities  and  towns 
arc  constantly  at  variance  among  themselves  and  with  the 
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Commonwealth  on  the  question  of  the  settlement  of  paupers, 
and  nmch  unnecessary  expense  is  incurred  and  had  feeling 
engendered  thereby.  I  have  been  informed  so  many  times 
that  a  board  always  sends  a  general  denial  of  all  knowledge 
of  a  person  who  is  alleged  by  another  town  or  by  the 
Commonwealth  to  have  obtained  a  settlement  in  their  town, 
that  it  can  be  almost  said  to  be  the  custom  amoni?  the 
towns.  The  town  making  the  allegation,  or  the  Common- 
wealth, is  then  put  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  attempt- 
ing to  prove  the  case  by  the  records  in  the  other  town, 
often  with  the  result  of  not  finding  any  records  whhh 
will  throw  light  upon  the  subject.  In  one  town  at  least 
access  to  the  records  was  refused  the  representative  of 
another. 

An  attempt  was  made  early  in  the  year  to  ascertain  how 
generally  the  law  in  regard  to  keeping  of  records  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  was  violated. 

Section  34  of  chapter  84  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides 
that  "Overseers  of  the  poor  shall  keep  full  and  accurate 
records  of  tlie  paupers  fully  supported,  the  persons  relieved 
and  partially  supported,  and  the  travellers  and  vagrants 
lodged  at  the  expense  of  their  cities  and  towns,  together 
with  the  amount  paid  for  such  support  and  relief." 

Chapter  27  of  the  Pul)lic  Statutes  provides  in  section  69 
that  certain  towns  may  elect  overseers  of  the  poor,  one  for 
one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years,  and 
at  any  subsequent  annual  meeting  may  elect  one  for  three 
years.  l^>y  section  71  it  is  provided  that  such  boards  shall 
choose  a  secretary,  and  by  section  72  that  they  "shall  cause 
books  to  be  kept,  wherein  shall  be  entered  in  a  neat  and 
methodical  style,  and  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  referred 
to  upon  said  ])Ooks,  the  information  required  by  law  in 
regard  to  all  needy  persons  aided  under  their  direction,  and 
all  further  information  as  to  every  case  of  relief  given, 
asked  for,  or  rel'used,  the  preservation  of  which  may  be  of 
importance  to  their  towns  or  to  the  Commonwealth,  stating 
the  amount  and  kind  of  aid  gi\'en,  and  the  reasons  for  giving 
such  aid  or  for  refusing  the  same." 

Although  persons  familiar  Avith  the  business  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  cannot  see  why  there  should  bo  a  dis- 
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tinction,  it  would  seem  that  the  boards  elected  annually  are 
not  required  to  keep  the  detailed  record  required  by  said 
section  72.  As  there  was  no  information  at  hand  concerning 
the  manner  of  electing  the  board  in  the  several  towns,  and 
therefore  which  questions  would  apply,  the  following  ques- 
tions were  asked  by  circular  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  in 
each  town :  — 

1.  Has  your  town  a  separate  board  of  overseers  of  the  poor, 
or  do  the  selcctineu  act  as  such? 

2.  Has  the  board  of  overseers  chosen  a  secretary? 

3.  Are  books  kept  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  section  72  of 
chapter  27  of  the  Public  Statutes?  If  so,  what  years  do  they 
cover  ? 

4.  Are  such  records  kept  as  are  required  by  section  34  of 
chapter  84  of  the  Public  Statutes?  If  so,  what  years  do  they 
cover? 

5.  Where  are  the  books  and  records  above  mentioned  kept,  and 
are  they  in  fire-proof  safes  ? 

Of  the  cities  the  follovring  questions  were  asked :  — 

1.  Are  such  records  kept  as  are  required  by  section  34  of 
chapter  84  of  the  Public  Statutes?  If  so,  what  years  do  they 
cover? 

2.  ,  Are  there  any  records  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  covering 
a  period  when  your  city  was  a  town?  If  so,  what  years  do  they 
cover? 

3.  Where  are  the  above-mentioned  records  kept,  and  are  they 
in  lire-proof  safes? 

'  All  Init  twenty-five  of  the  cities  and  towns  returned  replies, 
and  many  members  of  various  boards  called  for  consultation. 
It  soon  became  apparent  that  there  had  been  great  misunder- 
standing and  disregard  of  the  law  in  the  past,  and  that,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  no  records  were  now  kept  in  such  detail 
as  is  required,  "the  preservation  of  which  may  be  of  impor- 
tance to  their  towns  or  to  the  Commonwealth."  (The  impor- 
tance of  these  records  to  individuals  who  have  pauper  rights 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked.) 

jNIany  requests  were  made  for  forms  which  would  meet  tho 
requirement  of  the  law.  In  preparing,  these  I  asked  the  aid 
of  the  iMassachusetts  Association  of  Relief  Officers,  which 
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admits  to  mcm1)orship  "The  secretary  or  agent  of  the  board 
of  overseers  of  the  poor  of  each  city  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  chairman,  secretary,  or  agent  of  the  like  board  of 
every  town,"  and  one  of  whose  purposes  is  "to  acquire  a 
thorough  and  uniform  method  of  administration  of  pul)lic 
relief."  Forms  were  prepared,  the  "History  Blank"  being 
prepared  hy  the  association,  and  were  approved  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Charity.  A 
copy  of  the  following  circular  was  then  sent  to  every  city  and 
town,  enclosing  blank  forms  of  headings  for  books  of  record, 
and  the  "  Histor}^  Blank"  in  its  four-page  form  for  use. 

COMMONWEALTH   OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

OPFICt:  OF  THE  COAIMISSIONKR  ON  PUBLIO  ReCOKDS 

OF  Parishes,  Towns,  and  Coi'nties, 

9  Park  Street,  Boston,  April  15,  1891. 

Overseer^  of  the  Poor. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  replies  to  my  inquiries  in  regard  to  records 
kept  by  the  overseers  have  shown  so  very  many  cases  of  neglect 
to  keep  any  or  sulficient  records,  and  requests  have  been  received 
from  so  many  of  the  boards  for  forms  for  records,  that  it  has  led 
me  to  prepare  samples  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

The  form  which  I  term  "  History  BUmk  "  was  prepared  by  the 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Relief  OlHcers,  whose  experience 
should  certainly  mnke  them  experts.  These  can  be  used  separately, 
and  filed  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  or  its  agent,  and  a  bound 
volume  of  the  same  blanks  can  be  made  the  record.  The  other 
blanks,  called  "Pauper  Register,"  conform  to  the  return  which 
you  are  required  to  make  to  the  State  Board,  and  that  has  been 
submitted  to  them.  A  form  of  the  register  very  similar  to  this  has 
been  prepared  by  one  of  the  Boston  stationers  and  sold  for  some 
years.  The  form  can  easily  be  changed  to  tlie  present,  and  pre- 
pared by  any  manufacturing  stationer  ;  and  the  three  parts  called 
"  Persons  fully  supported,"  "  Persons  relieved  and  partially  sup- 
ported," and  "  Travellers  lodged  and  Persons  sent  to  Poor  Farms," 
can  be  bound  together  or  separately,  as  desired.  It  would  seem 
well  to  have  the  last  part  bound  separately  and  kept  at  the  poor 
farm,  or  other  places  where  travellers  are  lodged. 

I  enclose  also  a  form  copied  with  a  slight  change  from  Milford, 
which  may  be  useful  as  a  suggestion  in  the  towns  having  many 
expenditures  by  the  overseers.  By  the  debit  and  credit  table  it 
can  be  seen  at  a  glance  what  sums  have  been  paid  under  the 
various  classes  of  payments  and  what  the  balance  is  at  the  disposal 
of  the  overseers  ;  while  the  consecutive  numbering  of  the  orders  on 
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the  treasurer,  and  on  the  stubs,  with  the  entry  of  the  number 
of  the  order  in  the  debit  and  credit  account,  makes  a  check  upon 
errors,  and  immediate  reference,  possible. 

Aside  from  any  requirement  of  tlie  statute  that  detailed  records 
should  be  kept,  the  importance  of  these  in  the  matter  of  a  claim 
for  settlement,  made  after  many  years  and  after  the  circumstances 
have  passed  beyond  the  recollection  of  town  otlicers,  would  seem 
to  make  the  necessity  apparent  for  these  records  as  a  matter  of 
protection  to  the  town  from  illegal  claims,  and  a  uniformity  among 
towns  would  be  of  great  help  to  them  all. 

Several  requests  for  forms  of  records  for  the  different  classes  of 
aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  have  made  it  seem  advisable  to  enclose 
forms  for  those  also. 

I  trust  you  will  adopt  tliese  forms,  if  you  liave  not  already  a 
system  which  you  deem  as  good  if  not  better. 

Yours  respectfully,  Robert  T.  Swan, 

Commissioner. 

Copies  of  the  several  forms  and  "History  Blank"  are 
herewith  presented,  necessarily  reduced  in  size.  These  are 
presented  here  that  they  may  possil)ly  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  town  otlicers  wdio  did  not  sec  the  originals  sent 
to  tlie  towns,  and  that  members  of  })resent  boards  of  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  who  were  not  members  when  the  originals 
were  sent,  may  have  the  benefit  of  them.  It  happened  in 
several  instances  that  the  circular  and  blanks  were  received 
by  boards,  or  mem])ers  of  boards,  wdio  had  just  been  elected 
at  the  tow^n  meetings  in  T^Iarch  or  April,  181)1,  and  who,  lind- 
ing  no  records  kei)t  by  their  predecessors  or  associates,  and 
having  the  matter  brought  to  their  attention,  heartily  w^el- 
conied  a  systematic  form  and  readily  adopted  it. 

The  forms  on  page  51  represent  tiie  two  separate  l)ooks 
used  in  INIilford,  the  first  heing  in  regular  account  form,  the 
second  in  the  style  of  a  check-book.  The  first  and  second 
f(n'ms  on  pages  52  and  53  extend  across  two  pages,  the 
details  requiring  more  space  than  can  be  had  on  one. 
The  third  form  occupies  l)ut  a  single  page. 

The  "History  IMank,"  so  called,  is  a  four-page  sheet 
intended  to  be  folded  for  pocket  use,  and  subsequent  filing, 
to  be  bound  later  as  a  record  ;  or  the  pages  can  l)e  bound, 
making  a  record  l)ook  to  which  the  facts  noted  hy  the 
investigator  on  his  [)ocket  blank  can  be  transferred. 
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PAUPER  REGISTER. 
Persons  Folly  Supported. 


Registered 
Number. 

Name. 

Color. 
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Sex. 

Birthplace. 
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or  not. 
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Settlement. 

Nature  of 
Settlement. 

PAUPER  REGISTER. 
Persons  Relieved  and  Partially  Supported. 
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TOWN  OF   .  

Persons  Fully  Supported. 
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PAUPER  REGISTER. 


Travellers  Lodged  and  Persons  sent  to  State  Almshouses. 
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(Name  of  city  or  town  here.) 
Xu  m  her     1 8  • 

General  Summary  of  the  Case  of 


(HISTORY  BLANK-) 


RECORD  OF  AID  RENDERED. 
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January. 

February. 

April. 
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June. 
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September. 

j  October. 
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OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

(Name  of  city  or  town  here.) 

189 

Name  ? 

Number  ill  family? 
Color,  Sex,  Age  ? 
riace  of  Birth  ? 

Residence,  Street  and  Number  P 
*  When  and  how  came  to  State? 


When  to  (Name  of  city  or  town  here.)  ?, 

Lived  here  since,  and  how  long? 

0 

Residence  previously? 
Occupation  ?    Wages  ? 
Intemperate,  Insane,  or  Infirm? 
Owned  real  estate?    Paid  tax? 
^Vhat,  where  and  when? 
Property  or  INleans? 
Life  Insured,  How  much? 
Ever  in  Army  or  Navy? 
State  Aid  or  Pension? 

Ever  before  Aided,  and  when  ? 

By  what  Town,  and  where  residing? 

Place  of  settlement,  how  settled  ? 


*  If  A  FouEiaNEn,  A3K  these  Qitestions.  1.  At  what  port  did  you  embark? 
2.  ^Vl)at  was  the  name  of  the  vcbbcI  that  brought  you  to  llns  country?  3.  To  what 
line  d\d  it  belong?  -1.  At  what  port  in  thin  country  did  you  land  from  the  venscl? 
5.  In  what  month  and  year  did  it  arrive?  6.  Whose  naiae  was  written  on  your 
puijsayo  ticket? 
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HUSBAND  Oil  WIFE. 

PARENTS 

OF  HUSBAND  OR 

When  and  where  married  and  were 

WIFE. 

you  married  more  tlian  once? 

Name,  and  a^^e  now  ? 

Date  and  place  of  birth  ? 

Occupation  ? 

Resilience  and  settlement  ? 

Date  of  death,  and  age  ? 

Real    and    Personal    estate  and 

means  ? 

CHILDREN  OF  APPLICANT. 


1  i 

c  ~ 
'A  ^ 

o 

Date  of 
BiitL. 

Place  of 
Birth. 

k 

£■  d 
-  o 

O  w 

C 

d 

Place  of 
j  Death. 

PARENTS  OF  APPLICANT. 

Name  and  Age  ? 
Date  and  place  of  birth? 
Occupation  ? 

Residence  and  settlement? 


Date  of  death,  and  age  ? 
Property  and  Means? 
Ever  in  Army  or  Navy  ? 
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A  number  of  the  towns  have  already  commenced  the  use 
of  these  uniform  records,  and  their  general  use  might  well 
he  required  as  a  step  toward  just  dealing  in  the  pauper 
settlement  question.  Where  meagre  records  are  kept  it  is 
impossible  for  a  stranger  to  them  to  ol)tain  the  needed  infor- 
mation without  the  assistance  of  the  person  making  the 
record,  and  that  is  often  withheld.  If  a  full  record  is  kept 
it  may  be  so  diflcrent  in  form  from  that  with  which  the 
searcher  is  familiar  that  it  is  confusini2r  and  of  little  value. 
AVith  a  prescribed  uniform  form  the  record  would  be  what 
it  is  intended  by  statute  to  be. 

The  neglect  of  overseers  of  the  poor  to  choose  a  secretary 
and  keep  proper  records  is  another  argument  in  favor  of 
making  the  town  clerk  clerk  of  all  boards,  except  in  towns 
of  suliicient  size  to  warrant  a  salaried  clerk  of  the  overseers. 

Requests  were  also,  made  for  forms  for  records  for  the 
diiferent  classes  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  those  in 
use  in  the  State  aid  office  in  Boston  were  approved  by  the 
commissioners  on  State  aid,  and  for\varded  to  the  cities  and 
towns.  A  copy  of  these  forms  is  also  presented  on  the  fol- 
lowing page.  These  forms  run  across  two  pages,  the  col- 
umns of  months  occupying  the  right-hand  page. 

The  preparation  and  forwarding  of  these  various  forms  for 
records  was  a  departure  from  the  line  of  work  prescribed 
for  this  commission,  which  is  to  examine  into  the  custody 
and  condition  of  the  records  under  its  jurisdiction,  and  to 
take  measures  for  their  preservation.  As  many  complaints 
had  been  made  to  me  of  the  neglect  of  overseers  of  the 
poor  to  keep  records,  resulting  in  a  money  loss  to  other 
towns,  and  as  in  my  examination  I  had  found  this  neglect  to 
be  very  general,  I  thought  it  i)roper,  in  the  absence  of  any 
one  authorized  to  make  complaint,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  several  boards  of  overseers  to  the  neglect.  Ilavinu' 
then  received  requests  for  suggestions  and  forms  it  seemed 
to  present  an  opportunity  for  the  commencement  of  a  uni- 
form system  of  keeping  these  important  records,  and  that  I 
should  be  rendering  the  State  a  service  by  this  departure 
from  my  regular  line  of  work.  The  adoption  of  the  forms 
by  one  after  another  of  the  towns  seems  to  prove  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view. 
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Files  of  Papers. 
I  have  given  especial  attention  to  the  matter  of  the  files 
of  ])apcr3  in  the  cities  and  towns  visited  during  the  year. 
During  the  high  price  of  paper  in  the  late  war  many  |)ublic 
papers  were  sent  to  the  paper  mills,  some  going  directly 
from  public  offices.  At  that  time  an  agent  for  persons  in 
England  made  a  tour  of  the  towns  witliin  a  radius  of  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  of  Fitchburg,  and  bought  all  the  old  papers 
which  could  be  obtained  from  any  source.  These  were 
carried  to  Fitchburg,  and  such  as  were  wanted  were  pre- 
served and  proba1)ly  sent  to  England ;  the  others,  which 
aggregated  many  tons,  were  sent  to  the  mills. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  selling  of  papers  was  so 
general,  and  that  i)ro vision  for  the  safety  of  the  files  had 
seldom  l)een  made,  it  is  surprising  to  find  in  some  cities  and 
towns  so  many  which  have  been  preserved.  Occasionally 
these  are  bundled  up  and  lal)elled,  and  very  occasionally  kept 
in  vaults ;  but  more  often  they  are  in  old  chests  or  trunks, 
^vhich  contain  also  some  old  record  books,  and  until  very 
recently  contained  all.  Among  these  papers  are  valuation 
lists,  unrecorded  reports  of  committees,  maps,  plans,  etc.,  of 
a  value  which  cannot  be  estimated  until  they  are  needed. 
There  are  also  old  receipts,  orders,  and  other  documents 
long  ago  outlawed,  which  would  seem  to  have  no  value,  and 
which  might  be  destroyed  by  duly  authorized  persons. 

Occasionally  a  town  has  realized  the  importance  of  its 
records  and  pai)ers,  and  has  authorized  some  one  to  put  them 
in  order.  In  1842  Lewis  Bradford,  who  had  been  for  many 
years  town  clerk  of  Plympton,  l)y  vote  of  the  town  put  in 
order  all  the  records  and  papers  which  could  be  found.  He 
made  an  index  of  them  at  the  time,  and  in  one  book  contain- 
ing tax  lists  made  the  following  note,  the  concluding  part  of 
which  holds  good  to-day;  "The  Assessors  might  have 
se\ved  their  pamphlets  of  Assessments  with  twine,  and  yearly 
iastened  them  together  as  in  this  Book ;  and  in  that  way 
tlieir  assessments  migiit  have  been  preserved  in  good  order, 
and  been  nmch  less  lial)le  to  enil)ezzlement.  Some  town 
officers  are  Do  for  the  Present  persons,  or  Do  littles  and  do 
so  little  that  in  after  times  some  of  their  doings  arc  rather 
unintelliiril)le." 
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A  few  towns  are  by  special  vote  now  having  papers 
examined  and  arranged,  and  have  collected  from  private 
sources  puljlic  papers  of  value.  When  the  time  comes  that 
town  clerks  are  properly  compensated,  this  work  can  be 
reasonably  ex[)ected  of  them,  as  it  is  now  unreasonably 
required  by  statute. 

Church  Records. 

At  every  step  in  the  work  appertaining  to  the  so-called 
church  records  dilliculty  arises  from  the  want  of  a  defmition 
of  the  word  church,  and  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  per- 
sons speak  or  write  advisedly  when  referring  to  the  church, 
society,  or  parish.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  correct 
information  in  regard  to  their  records  for  this  reason.  The 
original  meaning  of  church  was  the  Lord's  house  ;  but  as  in 
101:6  the  "  liberties  of  the  churches"  are  a  subject  of  legis- 
lation, and  in  1668  the  general  court  ordered  tliat  "  b}^ 
church  is  meant  such  as  are  in  full  communion  only,"  the 
original  meaning  would  seem  to  have  been  drop])ed.  Neither 
in  the  third  article  of  the  Declaration  of  Ivights  nor  again  in 
eleventh  of  the  amendments  is  the  word  used;  but  religious 
societies  are  given  the  right  to  elect  their  pastors  and  raise 
money  for  the  maintenance  of  religious  institutions.  The 
later  statut(\s,  while  usually  using  the  word  as  applying  to  a 
worshipping  body  connected  with  a  single  religious  society, 
allude  to  "  [)e\vs  in  a  church  or  meeting-house,"  and  to  "the 
diocese  in  ^vhich  a  Roman  Catholic  church  is  erected."  They 
also  recognize  the  "  body  of  Christians  known  as  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church"  and  "the  trustees  of  any  society 
of  the  INIethodist  Episcopal  church,  or  of  the  African  IMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church."  In  common  parlance,  church  is 
ap})lied  either  to  the  structure  or  the  denomination,  being 
seldom  used  in  the  strict  sense  of  a  body  distinct  from  a 
parish  or  society. 

In  the  case  of  Siisby  v,  Barlow  and  Others,  16  Gray, 
32t),  the  court  sets  forth  the  dillcrence  between  a  church  and 
society.  In  April,  IHilS,  a  Baptist  church  was  organized  at 
Pocasset,  and  afterwards  by  its  agent,  one  Rarlow,  sued  for 
])()ssessi()n  of  a  legac;y  "  to  the  Raptist  Society  in  Rocasset, 
Sandwich." 

In  his  ()[)inion  Judge  Cha[)nian  said:  — 
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A  cliurcli  is  imderstood,  among  those  whose  polity  is  congrega- 
tional or  independent,  to  be  a  body  of  persons  associated  together 
for  the  pnrpose  of  maintaining  Christian  worship  and  ordinances. 
A  religious  society  is  a  body  of  persons  associated  together  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  religious  worship  only,  omitting  the 
sacrauieuts.    A  church  and  society  are  often  united  in  maintaining 
worship,  and  in  such  cases  the  society  commonly  owns  the  property 
and  makes  the  pecuniary  contract  with  the  minister.    But  in  many 
instances  societies  exist  without  a  church,  and  churches  without  a 
society.    Churches  are  not  corporate  bodies,  and  commonly  have 
no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  corporate  powers,    lly  our  statutes 
their  olhcers  have  snilicient  corporate  powers  to  enable  them  to 
hold  any  property  that  may  be  given  to  their  church.  Originally 
all  our  religious  societies  were  corporate  bodies.    The  towns  at 
first  exercised  parochial  powers,  most  of  the  people  of  this  State 
being  of  one  denomination.    But,  as  varieties  of  opinion  sprung 
up,  it  became   necessary  to   separate   the   parochial  from  the 
municipal  business,  and  the  parishes  formed  separate  organiza- 
tions.   Other  religious  societies  were  incorporated  by  special  acts  ; 
but  many  congregations  remained  unincorporated.    Some  persons 
had  conscientious  scruples  against  corporations,  and  others  pre- 
ferred to  manage  their  religious  affairs  in  a  different  way.  The 
statute  of  1811,  c.  6,  §  3,  was  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  such 
persons.    It  enabled  unincorporated  religious  societies  to  take  and 
hold   property ;    manage,  use,  and   employ  the   same ;  choose 
trustees,  agents,  and   ollicers   therefor ;    and   constituted  them 
corporations  so  far  as  might  be  necessary.    The  same  provision 
was  re-enacted  in  St.  1834,  c.  183,  §  5,  and  in  the  Rev.  Sts., 
c.  20,  §  25.    This  legacy  in  question  not  being  given  to  the 
church.  Ml'.  Barlow  is  not  entitled  to  receive  it.    But  the  persons 
Avho   usually  attend    worship    at    the    meeting-hoi^se,  whether 
members  of  the  church,  pewholders,  or  others,  constitute  such  an 
unincorporated  religious  society  as  is  provided  for  in  Rev.  Sts., 
c.  20,  §  25  ;  and  they  may  choose  an  agent  or  trustee  pursuant  to 
"that  section,  to  whom  the  legacy  should  be  [>aid. 

In  any  reference  to  records  few  make  the  distinction  here 
drawn,  and  moreover  use  parish  and  soLuety  as  synonymous 
terms.  By  chapter  401  of  the  Acts  of  1887  any  church  now 
existing  or  that  may  be  hereafter  orgauizod  may  he  incor- 
])orated,  and  many  are  availing  themselves  of  this  act  to 
Ijccomc  incorporated. 

That  there  may  l)e  some  re]lal)le  information  in  regard  to 
the  names  and  organization  or  incoi-poration  of  t!ic  churches, 
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parishes,  and  religious  societies  in  the  State,  and  that  it  may 
be  known  what  have  and^  what  should  have  records,  an 
investigation  has  been  commenced  which  promises  good 
results.  A  circular  was  sent  to  the  pastor  of  each  of  the 
two  thousand  and  sixty  organizations  called  churches,  asking 
that  forms  containing  the  following  questions  be  filled  and 
returned  by  the  clerlvs  of  whichever  bodies  existed  in  their 
form  of  organization  :  — 

City  or  Town  of  . 

[In  giving  dates,  plense  give  the  year,  month,  and  day  when 
possible,  and  give  the  ancient  dates  exactly  as  found  in  the  ancient 
records  ;  as  Feb.  5,  1723 — 4,  or  25cl,  5m,  IGGO.] 

1 .  Present  legal  name  of  the  Cnuncri. 

2.  Denomination.* 

3.  Former  denomination,*  if  different. 

4.  Local  name  of  the  church,  if  different. 

5.  Former  name  or  names  of  the  church,  if  any. 

G.  AVhen  was  the  church  organized  under  the  present  name? 

7.  AVhen  incorporated  under  the  present  name? 

8.  Wlicn  was  tlie  name  changed? 

9.  When  organized  under  any  former  name? 

10.  "When  incorporated  under  any  former  name? 

11.  Present  legal  name  of  the  Pauisu. 

12.  Former  name  or  names  of  the  parish,  if  any? 

13.  Wlien  was  the  parish  organized  under  the  present  name? 
I'l.  When  incorporated  under  the  present  name? 

15.  When  was  the  name  changed? 

IG.  Wiien  organized  under  any  former  name? 

17.  When  incorporated  under  any  former  name? 

18.  Present  legal  name  of  the  vSociety. 

19.  Former  name  or  names  of  the  society,  if  any. 

20.  When  was  the  society  organized  under  the  present  name? 

21.  AVhen  incorporated  under  the  present  name? 

22.  AVhen  was  the  name  changed? 

23.  When  organized  under  any  former  name? 

24.  When  incorporated  under  any  former  name? 

25.  If  there  were  or  arc  any  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house, 
please  give  any  facts  obtainable  in  regard  to  name,  dates  of 
organization,  incorporation,  dissolution,  etc. 

Remarks :  — —   ,       Clerk  of  Church. 

   ,       Clerk  of  Parish. 

   ,       Clerk  of  Society. 

*  riensc  give  the  denomination  by  its  correct  title,  avoiding  general  terms,  such 
as  Calvinlstic,  Cliristian,  Evangelical,  Methodist,  Orthodox,  etc. 
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More  than  eight  hundred  replies  have  been  received,  and 
it  i3  evident  that  the  facts  desired  are  too  often  unknown 
to  those  who  should  have  them  as  a  matter  of  record,  and 
who  ought  to  possess  them  to  know  of  the  legal  standing  of 
I  the  several  bodies. 

This  is  a  question  constantly  arising,  and  the  difBculties 
under  it  are  ilhistrated  by  the  following  case.  The  church 
edilice  on  Florence  Street  in  the  city  of  Boston,  known  as 
the  Church  of  the  iNIessiah,  was  very  recently  sold  to  a 
eJcwish  congregation.  This  congregation  desired  to  mort- 
gage the  property  to  a  savings  bank ;  but,  while  its  con- 
stitution and  printed  by-laws  said  that  the  name  of  the 
congregation  shoukl  always  be  "  Shaary  Tcfda,"  the  legal 
name  under  wdiich  it  was  incorporated  was  "  Congregation 
Shaary  Tcfda."  As  these  dillerences  could  not  be  made  to 
liarmonize,  the  transaction  fell  through,  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  all  parties. 

Additional  extinct  churches  have  been  reported  as 
follows  :  — 


[T!ie  following  abbreviations  ane  used  in  this  table:  Bapt.,  for  Baptist;  Cong.,  for  Con- 
gresutional;  I'reab.,  for  rresbytoriau ;  M.  E.,  for  Methodist  ICpiscopal;  I'rot.  Epis.,  for 
I'lote^iaut  Episcopal;  aud  Wes.  Mcth.,  for  Wesleyaii  Metliodist.  The  use  of  the  da-h 
sigiiiticrt  that  iiifonuaiiou  is  wanting.  The  astcrisli  preceding  a  date  eiguilios  that  it  is  the 
nearest  date  furnished.] 


Year 

Year 

Hecords 

Cities  and 

Denomina- 

Distinpruish- 

in 
which 
Organ- 
ized 

in 

which 
'I'er- 
minatod 

Towns. 

tion 

Name 

Years 
covered 

In  Possession  of — 

Ar^hburnham, 

M.  E. 

*1800 

1833 

Boston, 

Free  Bapt. 

*1834 

1843 

Cong. 

Neponsct 
(;ong. 

IS-la 

lSj9 

Trinity  Church, 
Neponset. 

Prosb. 

Third. 

1870 

*1375 

nolliston, 

Prot.  Epis. 

Church  of 

1805 

Our  Re- 
deemer. 

Leyden, 

Wca.  Meth. 

1842 

1866 

Present  M.  E. 
Church. 

Oakham, 

M.  E. 

*1865 

Taunton, 

Central 

1848-1S72 

Old  Colony  Uis- 

Christian 

torical  Society. 

Society. 

Records  of  the  following  extinct  churches,  which  were 
reported  in  1885  as  in  private  hands,  liave  ])cen  placed  in 
city  or  town  custody  :  — 

Cuminington,    ....       First  Congregational  Society. 
East  Bridgewatcr,     .       .       .       ]\[ctliodist  Episcopal. 
Gloucester,     ....       Second  Uiiiversalist. 
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In  place  of  the  recommendation  in  the  hist  report,  that  a 
rclinious  society  after  it  has  ceased  to  hokl  regular  meetinprs 
for  public  worship  for  a  fixed  term  of  years  should  he  dis- 
solved, I  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
bill:  — 

An  Act  to  rr.oviDE  for  the  custody  of  the  records  of  a 

RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY,  CHURCH,  PARISH,  OR  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
religious  WORSHIP,  WHICH  HAS  CEASED  TO  HOLD  RELIGIOUS 
MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  When  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
persons,  Avho  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  meetings  for  religions  worship,  shall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  3''ears  to  hold  religious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons 
having  the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  thcrewitli,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  chnrch,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  or  association  is  situated,  and  snch  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church  wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  officers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  name 
called,  shall  deliver  all  snch  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  snch  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  \Yhicli,  or  of 
any  officers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  rcsnme  regular 
religions  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally 
incorporated  with  some  chnrch,  parish,  religions  society,  or 
monthly  meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  upon  demand 
made  in  writing  by  a  dnly  authorized  person,  deliver  such  records 
or  registries  to  such  person  :  provided,  however,  that  said  person 
shall,  in  writing,  certify  tliat  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  said  religions  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued .  or 
snch  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  4.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  b)^  the  clerk 
entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  doUai'S. 
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Court  Records. 
I  have  not  visited  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts 
during  the  year,  as  their  records  are  in  the  main  as  well 
provided  for  as  they  can  be  in  their  present  quarters,  and 
more  important  matters  have  demanded  my  attention.  The 
rapid  accumulation  of  papers  in  these  offices,  makes  the 
question  of  storage  room  serious,  and  an  authorized  des- 
truction of  such  as  shall  be  determined  upon  by  some  com- 
petent authority  would  seem  advisable.  The  destruction  of 
valueless  papers  is  authorized  in  England. 

Records  in  Registries  of  Deeds. 

I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  visit  the  several 
registries  of  deeds.  The  subject  of  indexes  to  which  I 
called  attention  has  received  the  consideration  of  a  special 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  sitting  during  the  recess,  and 
reforms  will  doubtless  be  established. 

I  Avould  repeat  my  suggestion  in  the  last  report,  that  the 
rapid  accumulation  of  the  records  in  the  registries  be  checked 
to  a  degree  by  dispensing  with  verbiage  in  deeds. 

A  new  building  for  the  registry  at  Plymouth,  undoubt- 
edly fire-proof  except  in  its  tittings,  has  been  completed 
during  the  year,  giving  much  needed  security,  and  room 
which  can  be  fully  ap[)reciatcd  onl}'  by  those  who  knew  its 
former  cramped  condition.  The  volumes  have  all  been 
covered  with  canvas,  numbered  with  large  figures,  and  the 
office  is  in  excellent  condition. 

The  copying  of  records  and  plans  in  the  registry  of  deeds 
for  the  northern  district  of  Bristol  County  at  Taunton,  lor 
the  southern  district  registry  at  New  Bodlbrd,  is  progressing 
rapidly.  Thirteen  volumes  of  copies  are  bound  and  are 
being  indexed.  There  will  be  al)out  twenty-iive  more  which 
will  probably  bo  completed  during  the  coming  year.  There 
are  about  twenty-three  thousand  deeds  to  be  included, 
covering  the  period  from  1(387  to  1837. 

Pp.obate  Records. 
The  insecurity  of  the  liles  in  the  probate  offices  must  again 
be  referred  to.      >S|(>aling,  ;dtering,  and   misplacing  are 
dangers  to  which  (lu;  papers  are  subject;  and  until  some 
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legislation  shall  establish  rules,  they  will  continue.  There 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  original  papers  which  have  been 
recorded  should  be  referred  to  except  for  special  reasons, 
upon  the  validity  of  which  the  register  should  pass  ;  but  it  is 
the  custom,,  and  an  attempt  by  a  register  to  break  up  the 
custom  is  sure  to  be  met  with  opposition.  Some  registers 
have  established  rules  for  their  own  registries,  which  earn 
for  them  the  reputation  of  being  arbitrary  among  those 
accustomed  to  more  lax  rules  elsewhere. 

The  danger  to  these  records  from  fire  will  exist  in  most  of 
the  registries  until  new  buildings  are  erected,  fitted  with 
non-combustible  material.  Until  such  time  the  orii^inal 
papers  and  the  record  of  them  should  be  separated.  Had 
the  fire  in  the  probate  office  in  Boston  in  June  last  been 
more  serious,  there  would  have  been  a  popular  clamor  for 
some  legislation  upon  this  matter;  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
delayed  until  serious  results  awaken  the  comnmnity  to  the 
danger  to  which  these  important  records  arc  exposed. 

The  registry  at  Plymouth  has  been  removed  to  the  new 
building  designed  for  it  and  the  registry  of  deeds,  and,  from 
being  the  most  poorly  accommodated,  it  is  now  one  of  the 
best.  The  indexing  provided  for  by  chapter  3G3  of  the  Acts 
of  1890  has  been  rapidly  pushed,  many  volumes  being 
already  completed,  containing  indexes  to  the  volumes  and 
files.  j\Iany  papers  have  been  found  to  be  missing,  some 
unrecorded ;  and  it  may  be  remarked  that  it  is  only  when 
some  general  work  of  this  kind  is  undertaken  that  the  extent 
of  the  loss  of  papers  in  a  registry  can  be  known.  To  pro- 
vide greater  security  for  the  files  and  papers,  I  would 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  bill :  — 

An  Act  to   trovide  greater  security  for  the  files  and 
tapers  in  offices  of  frobate. 

Section  1.  Every  register  of  probate  and  insolvency  shall 
keep  all  files  aud  papers  in  his  custody  locked  in  the  cases  or 
other  places  provided  for  their  safe  keeping,  except  when  they  are 
wanted  for  use,  and  shall  exhibit  them  for  inspection  only  when 
he  shall  deem  such  inspection  necessary  or  advisable. 

Skct.  2.  All  shelving  or  other  structure  hereafter  placed  or 
erected  in  the  ofllcc  of   the  several  registers  of  probate  and 
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iusolveDcy  for  the  accommodation  of  tlie  records,  files,  papers, 
and  documents,  shall  be  of  lire-proof  material. 

Sect.  3.  Any  person  who  shall  unlock  any  of  the  cases  or 
other  places  provided  for  the  iiles  and  papers  aforesaid,  and  shall 
remove  any  of  said  files  and  papers  therefrom  without  the 
permission  of  said  register  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Town  Clerks. 

In  the  last  report  the  subject  of  town  clerks  was  treated 
at  much  length,  and  a  compilation  of  the  laws  relating  to  their 
duties  was  presented.  The  compilation  ^vas  made  for  the 
double  purpose  of  giving  the  clerks,  for  the  first  thne,  a 
complete  list  of  their  duties,  and  to  show  the  Legislature 
and  the  peo})le  vvhat  the  requirements  of  the  office  were. 

The  report  was  sent  to  every  city  and  town  clerk ;  and, 
while  many  expressed  themselves  as  fully  appreciating  that 
work  and  finding  it  of  beneht,  I  regret  that  some  admit 
never  having  seen  the  report,  the  reason  given  being  that 
they  receive  such  a  mass  of  printed  matter  from  the  State 
offices  and  elsewhere,  in  which  they  have  no  interest  and 
which  they  do  not  find  time  to  examine,  that  this  has 
ijeen  carelessly  thrown  with  the  rest,  wdiere  neither  they, 
the  selectmen  for  whom  many  suggestions  were  intended 
which  would  be  of  benelit  to  the  town  if  adopted,  nor  any 
citizen  interested  in  the  subject,  would  bo  likely  to  see  it. 

I  would  now  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  part  of  that 
re[)ort  devoted  to  the  su])ject  of  town  clerks,  and  say,  with 
the  strongest  possil)le  emphasis,  that,  if  the  bushiess  of  town 
meetings  and  the  various  boards  is  to  be  legally  conducted 
and  properly  recorded,  and  the  old  records  and  important 
})apers  saved  from  further  destruction,  radical  changes  nmst 
l)e  made.  The  ollice  of  clerk  must  l)e  removed  from  politics 
and  put  upon  a  Inisiness  basis. 

The  clerk  must  ho  elected  for  a  longer  term  and  i)ro[)erly 
compensated,  and  be  clerk  of  all  boards,  except  where  a 
town  is  so  large  as  to  make  it  advisable  to  have  a  paid  clerk 
of  separate  Ijoards.  The  business  corporation  in  which  the 
stockholders  elected  their  clerk  upon  political  grounds,  and 
then  expected  him  to  compensate  himscilf  out  of  fees  which 
he  could  collect  from  the  stocl^holders  for  services  done 
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for  them  individually,  not  for  the  corporation,  would  soon 
tind  itself  in  the  snarls  of  litigation  and  part  of  its  business 
neglected,  and  would  be  fortunate  if  it  did  not  eventually 
have  to  sell  out  to  some  better  managed  corporation  near 
by.  The  cases  are  parallel.  Some  towns  make  political 
nominations  of  town  clerks  with  the  chance  of  annual 
changes  ;  pay  nothing  for  the  work  done  for  the  town,  but 
expect  the  clerk  to  compensate  himself  from  fees  for  service 
rendered  individuals. 

The  relation  of  the  State  to  the  town  clerk  is  worthy  (jf 
careful  consideration.  Nearly  every  Legislature  directly 
imposes  duties  upon  them,  or  indirectly  requires  certain 
things  which  necessitate  work  on  their  part,  or  put  them  to 
expense  and  inconvenience.  Nine  additional  direct  duties 
were  imposed  by  the  Legislature  of  181) L  ]\biny  of  the 
requirements  are,  from  the  condition  of  alTairs  in  a  town, 
unreasonable  and  absurd,  and  are  looked  upon  by  the  towns- 
people as  such,  and  compliance  with  them  is  not  expected, 
desired,  or  paid  for.  For  instance,  the  clerk  is  required  to 
kee[)  all  books  of  record  and  all  important  papers  in  the  safe 
l)rovided  b}'  the  town  ;  whereas,  the  only  safe  may  ))e  at  a 
town  liall,  or  a  poor-house  miles  from  his  house,  or  place  (>f 
business;  and,  aside  from  the  unreasonableness  of  expecting 
him  to  go  to  the  safe  when  necessary  for  his  own  purposes, 
the  citizens  would  complain  when  calling  upon  the  clerk  if 
they  were  o])liged  to  make  the  additional  journey  to  the 
safe.  The  town  clerk's  office  is  b}'  law  made  the  repository 
of  many  records,  books,  plans,  etc.,  when  in  fact  his  office, 
if  such  it  can  be  called,  is  his  dwelling,  or  a  store  or 
business  office  Avhich  may  be  his  own  or  one  in  which  he  is 
em[)loyed.  If  it  is  his  dwelling,  he  and  his  family  have  sacri- 
iiced  a  room  for  town  use,  in  which  the  safe  is  i)laced  and 
where  as  many  public  documents  as  the  room  will  contain 
have  been  stored,  the  others  being  in  such  closets  as  can  he 
spared,  or  in  the  attic  or  cellar.  If  his  office  is  at  a  store  or 
business  office,  one  of  two  conditions  of  allairs  is  apt  to  (\\ist. 
If  the  store  is  his  own,  the  town  is  likely  to  expect  him  to 
]ii()vide  for  the  town  records  in  his  safe;  and,  as  he  rec(Mves 
no  c()m[)(Mis;i1  ion  for  services  or  rent,  his  own  records 
natural!}'  take  [)recedence  if  eilh<n'  his  books  or  lh(^  town 
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records  arc  to  l)e  crowded  out.  If  he  is  an  employee  in  the 
store  or  office,  he  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  not  l)eing  at 
liberty  to  command  the  needed  room  cither  in  or  out  of 
the  safe,  and  the  records  must  be  a  secondar}^  consideration. 
These  cases  arc  not  overdrawn,  but  can  be  cited,  and  the 
h)ss  of,  or  damage  to,  records,  can  be  directly  traced  to 
these  causes. 

The  new  election  laws  require  careful  study  upon  the  part 
of  the  clerks,  and  put  an  immense  amount  of  work  upon 
them.  For  this  the  statute  provides  "suitable  compen- 
sation ;  "  l)ut,  whatever  that  may  be,  it  is  seldom  paid.  A^ery 
much  of  the  work  is  of  no  importance  to  the  towns-people, 
except  as  they  form  part  of  the  whole  people,  the  State 
requiring  that  matters  shall  be  recorded  and  information 
obtained  and  transmitted  for  its  value  to  the  State  as  a 
whole.  It  would  seem  proper,  therefore,  that  the  State 
should  pay  a  salary  to  every  town  clerk  for  the  labor  per- 
formed for  the  general  good,  and  that  the  town  should  pay 
an  additional  amount,  based  upon  its  population.  The 
humiliating  and  demoralizing  system  of  making  a  public 
officer  de})cndcnt  in  the  least  degree  upon  foes  should  be 
abolished  in  the  towns,  and  fees  for  services  rendered  to 
individnals  l)y  the  salaried  clerk  paid  into  the  town  treasury. 

The  following  duties,  in  addition  to  those  printed  in  the 
last  report,  were  required  of  the  town  clerks  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  l&M. 

The  duties  required  by  the  provisions  marked  with  an 
asterisk  (*)  are  contingent  upon  the  application  of  the  act 
to  the  town. 

lie  shall  record  :  — 

The  taking  of  the  oath  by  tellers  appointed  in  town  meetings. 
[1801,  c.  32,  §  11.] 

He  shall  lile  :  — 

The  request  of  a  candidate  for  town  ofTice  that  his  nomination 
be  withdrawn.    [1801,  c.  155.] 

A  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  regard  to  the  Ocneria  diapar  or  g3q)sy  moth,  if 
they  are  found  by  the  board  to  exist  in  the  town.    [1801,  c.  210, 
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*  The  petition  of  ten  voters  for  a  session  of  the  registrars  of 
voters.     [18U1,  c.  242.] 

*  The  schedule  describing  the  property  which  any  person,  firm, 
or  corporation  proposes  to  sell  to  a  town  which  has  voted  to 
establish  a  plant  for  manufacturing  and  distributing  gas  or  elec- 
tricity.    [1891,  c.  370,  §  13.] 

He  shall  receive  or  obtain  :  — 

From  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  blank  forms  for 
cerrificates  of  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  office  of  represen- 
tative in  the  general  court,  for  the  use  of  the  presiding  oflicer  and 
secretary  of  any  legal  caucus  or  convention  held  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  said  representatives.     [181)1,  c.  329,  §  2.] 

From  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  blank  forms  for  the 
nomination  of  candidates  for  town  offices,  if  ballots  are  printed 
and  distributed  at  the  public  expense.    [1891,  c.  329,  §  2.] 

He  shall  return  or  transmit :  — 

*  Within  two  weeks  after  any  town  has  taken  final  action  in 
pursuance  of  cliapter  170  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  in  relation  to  any 
highway  or  county  bridge  therein,  a  certified  copy  of  the  record 
of  the  town  of  such  final  action  to  the  county  commissioners. 
[1891,  c.  170,  §  C] 

*  Within  ten  days  after  the  acceptance  of  cliapter  170  of  the 
Acts  of  b^91,  a  certified  copy  of  the  vote  accepting  the  same  to 
the  county  commissioners  and  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
[1891,  c.'l70,  §  7.] 

He  shall  perrorni  miscellaneous  duties  as  follows :  — 

Shall  send  the  State  blanks  and  apparatus  to  the  election  officers 
of  each  precinct  or  town  before  the  opening  of  the  polls  on  the 
day  of  any  election  or  meeting  at  whicli  they  are  to  Ijc  used, 
together  with  such  blank  forms  and  apparatus  as  may  be  approved 
by  the  selectmen.     [1891,  c.  328,  §  3.] 

]Much  of  tlic  service  rendered  hy  the  clerk  to  individuals, 
such  as  issuing  marriage  licenses,  l)urial  permits,  etc.,  nuist 
1)e  done  upon  the  minute,  and  he  must  liold  himself  in  readi- 
ness for  such  calls,  illustrating  the  quotation  that  "They 
also  serve  who  oidy  stand  and  w'ait;"  l)ut  no  thought  is  given 
to  the  fact  that  the  holding  himself  in  readiness  is  a  t:ix 
upon  his  time,  and  it  is  not  considered  when  compensation 
is  proposed. 
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Safes  and  Vaults. 
The  requirement  of  the  statutes  that  cities  and  towns  shall 
provide  lire-proof  safes  for  their  records  seems  simple  and 
t^ensi1)le  ;  l)ut  when  the  exact  words  of  the  requirement  are 
quoted  to  some  of  the  town  officers  it  is  looked  upon  as 
al)surd,  and  they  feel  competent  to  decide  as  to  what  are 
''records''  anl  "  hnportant  papers,"  the  latest  being  con- 
sidered bucli,  and  those  only  being  provided  for.  Without 
a  statute  delinition  of  records  whicli  would  enable  me  to 
demand  that  all  records  and  papers  shouhl  be  protected,  it 
has  seemed  useless  to  attempt  to  compel  action  ;  ))ut  most  of 
the  cities  and  towns  have  when  notilied  taken  some  action. 
A  few  ha^'c  done  and  probal)ly  will  do  nothing  until  com- 
pelled by  threat  of  prosecution. 

Since  the  cities  and  towns  received  the  circular  in  1889, 
calling  attention  to  the  law,  tiity-iive  have  reported  as  having 
purchased  new  safes  ;  twenty-three  as  having  built  vaults  ; 
three  as  having  made  old  ones  hre-proof;  and  several  have 
made  appropriations  or  appointed  committees  to  report  u})on 
the  best  })lan  to  ])Q  pursued.  A  few  have  provided  forkee[)- 
inr  their  records  in  private  vaults.  In  addition  to  the  cities 
and  towns  whii-h  have  reported  action,  information  has 
reached  me  that  otliers  have  new  safes  or  vaults,  so  th;it  over 
one  hundred  may  l)e  said  to  have  made  their  records  more 
safe  than  before  the  conmiission  connnenced  its  work. 

Tlie  ignorance  existing  in  regard  to  safes  and  vaults  is 
sur[)rising.  Town  oflicers  have  considered  well-constructed 
vaults  failures  because  of  their  dampness,  when  they  either 
liaVe  never  been  pryperly  dried  before  using,  or  are  opened 
only  at  long  intervals,  and  then  without  any  care  as  to 
whether  the  day  is  dry  or  damp.  New  safes  are  also  con- 
sidered unsatisfactor}^  because  their  contents  gather  damp- 
ness, Avhen  the  failure  to  open  them  frequently  is  the  oidy 
reason  for  it.  The  end  aimed  at  l)y  manufacturers  is  to 
obtain  a  lilling  for  safes  which  when  heated  shidl  generate 
steam  ;  and  the  safe  that  will  generate  it  for  the  longest  time 
is  the  best,  as  the  contents  will  not  char  or  ignite  in  steam. 
The  melting  of  leather  landings  referred  to  on  page  71  is 
*  owi^ig  to  the  presence  of  the  steam,  which  reduces  the  leather 
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to  glue.  A  degree  of  heat  which,  dry,  would  ruin  the 
contents  of  .i  safe,  would,  if  moist,  not  allect  pa[)er  or 
canvas,  hut  melt  leather  and  cause  it  to  damage  the  i)aper. 
Persons  who  have  condemned  their  safes  because  of  tliis 
melting  wouUl  undoubtedly  have  lost  the  contents  had  not 
the  safe  contained  cnoui^h  of  moisture  to  cause  the  nieltini>-. 
With  canvas  bindinij^s  no  damai^e  to  the  contents  would  have 
ensued. 

Vaults  have  been  constructed  with  a  single  door  of  plate 
iron,  the  heating  of  which  would  be  sure  to  ignite  tlicir 
contents  ;  and  records  in  vaults  with  inner  and  outer  doors 
are  exposetl  to  tire  by  the  neglect  of  persons  to  close  the 
inner  doors.  The  only  object  of  the  two  doors  is  to  provide 
an  air  space  between  them  as  a  non-conductor. 

Every  vault  and  safe  should  be  opened  for  a  time  at  least 
once  a  week,  and  some  vaults  should  be  open  daily ;  but  not 
until  a  town  oihce  is  established  and  the  clerk  feels  that  the 
responsibility  is  placed  upon  him  will  there  be  much 
improvement  in  this  matter.  Meanwhile,  the  records  will 
continue  to  mould. 

Copying. 

The  statute  is  peremptory  in  the  requirement  that,  when 
records  are  becoming  worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible,  city 
governments  and  selectmen  shall  have  fair  and  lcgil)le  copies 
seasonably  made.  There  are  few  of  the  oldest  cities  and 
towns  where  some  copying  should  not  be  done  ;  but  1  have 
made  no  ellbrt  to  have  it  done,  for  the  reason  stated  in  the 
last  report,  —  that  copyists  who  can  read  the  ancient  chirog- 
ra[)hy,  or  appreciate  the  fact  that  a  copy  should  be  a  copy 
and  not  an  abstract,  are  so  few  that  accurate  copies  are  not 
likely  to  be  made.  In  what  i)urported  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
lirst  volume  of  a  town  record,  made  mau}^  years  ago,  the 
copyist  had  cert i tied  that  it  ^vas  a  true  copy  of  llm  nnpovlaid 
viaders,  to  which  the  clerk  added  that  it  was  ex[)resscd  in 
the  copyist's  own  language. 

In  one  town  the  copyist  omitted  what  he  deemed  unim- 
portant in  the  volume  copied  ;  and  among  the  omissions 
were  the  names  of  the  representatives  elected,  and  no 
record  of  them  exists. 
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As  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  statement  that  experts 
only  must  be  employed  to  copy  ancient  records,  a  lac-simile 
of  an  ancient  paper  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute  is 
herewith  inserted,  which  is  less  difficult  to  deciplier  than 
are  many  of  the  old  town  records. 

A  certiiicate  of  a  city  or  town  clerk  to  the  correctness  of 
a  copy  has  been  considered  sufficient  to  constitute  it  a  record  ; 
but  careful  reading  of  section  7  of  chapter  37  shows  no  author- 
ity for  certiiication  of  copies  by  the  clerk  unless  they  are  made 
for  another  town.  In  the  copying  of  county  records  the 
copyists  are  sworn  and  certify  to  the  correctness  of  the 
copies,  and  this  should  be  the  law  in  regard  to  city  and 
town  records. 

Binding. 

In  the  second  report  the  use  of  canvas  for  binding  in  the 
county  offices  Avas  commended,  as  the  leather  bindings  in 
some  of  them  were  rapidly  deteriorating,  supposedly  from 
the  ell'cct  of  the  gas-heated  air.  Its  use  for  all  bindings  is 
now  urged,  as  being  more  resistant  to  heat.  In  several 
tires  where  safes  containins^  town  records  were  sub- 
jccted  to  a  strong  heat,  not,  however,  sufficient  to 
cause  combustion  in  them,  or  to  injure  the  paper, 
the  leather  bindings  melted,  and  were  not  only  destroyed 
but  the  melted  leather  formed  a  dark-colored  glue  ^vhich 
injured  the  records.  With  canvas  bindings  no  damage 
would  have  resulted.  The  reason  for  this  is  set  forth  under 
the  heading  "  Safes  and  Vaults." 

While  the  oldest  records  in  nearly  all  of  the  towns  need 
renovating  and  binding,  very  little  has  been  done,  owing  to 
the  distance  of  the  clerks  from  binderies  where  it  would  be 
safe  to  trust  them,  or  where  the  work  could  be  expertly 
done  ;  and  the  recommendation  is  renewed,  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  continuance  of  the  commission,  the  clerks  shall  have 
authority  to  place  their  records  in  charge  of  the  connnissioner 
for  rebinding,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  several 
towns. 

Eecording  Officers. 
I  would  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  the  previous 
reports,  that  the  terms  of  the  recording  officers  be  longer. 
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Fires. 

As  the  last  report  was  going  to  press,  a  large  fire  in  Atliol, 
Dec.  21,  1890,  partially  destroyed  the  office  of  the  select- 
men, hut  fortunately  the  corner  of  the  l)uilding  in  which 
their  safe  stood  was  saved.  ^^lany  files  which  should  have 
been  in  a  safe  were  more  or  less  damaged.  The  fire  fortu- 
nately did  not  reach  the  store  in  which  an  old  safe  used  by 
the  clerk  is  situated,  or  its  contents  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  damaged  if  not  destroyed. 

A  large  lire  in  Orange,  Nov.  7,  1891,  destroyed  an  old 
safe  belonging  to  the  town,  which  was  in  the  business  office 
of  the  town  clerk.  The  bindings  of  all  the  records  in  it  were 
ruined,  and  the  pages  were  more  or  less  injured  by  water 
and  the  melted  leather.  The  original  returns  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  for  the  current  year  had  not  been 
recorded,  and,  not  being  in  the  safe,  the  record  is  destroyed. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1891,  electric  light  wires  in  the 
registry  of  pro])ate  in  Boston  started  a  lire  there.  Fortunately 
it  Avas  in  office  hours,  and  was  extinguished  with  a  fire 
extinguisher  before  it  gained  headway.  Had  this  occurred 
in  the  night,  the  damage  by  tire,  or  l)y  water,  which  would 
be  nearly  as  damaging  to  records  and  liles,  would  have  been 
incalculable.  A  temporary  excitement  was  occasioned,  and 
the  condenmation  of  the  building  was  general ;  but  the  same 
condition  of  ailairs  is  allowed  to  remain. 

Auction  Sales  of  Eecords. 
The  temptation  to  retain  papers  belonging  in  public 
custody,  or  to  pilfer  from  the  liles  in  the  public  offices,  is 
increased  by  the  auction  sales,  where  papers  which  are  the 
property  of  the  State  or  of  cities  and  towns  are  boldly 
advertised  and  sold.  At  a  sale  in  New  York  in  187G,  a 
record  of  births  in  JMiddleborough  from  1714  to  1730,  and 
some  of  the  records  of  the  treasurer  of  Hanover,  Avcre 
sold.  Fifty-three  pages  of  the  record  of  the  trial  of  Hugh 
Parsons  of  Springlield  on  a  charge  of  witchcraft,  l)efore  ]\lr. 
Pynchon,  said  to  have  been  torn  from  the  records,  were  sold 
at  the  same  sak^.  A  large  collection  of  papers  advertised 
as  "Official  Papers  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
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chusetts  at  the  most  interesting  and  important  portion  of 
its  deliberations, — the  period  preceding  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill,"  were  advertised  to  be  sold  in  Boston,  but 
were  reple\'ined  by  the  Commonwealth.  At  the  lirst  sale 
of  the  Leflingwell  collection  of  papers,  recently  held  in 
Boston,  the  city  of  Boston  purchased  forty- four  lots,  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  one  thousand  dollars,  nearly  every  one  of 
which  was  once  the  property  of  the  city.  At  the  second  sale 
fifty-two  lots  of  papers  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth 
were  sold.  It  may  be  that  to  secure  such  papers  that  arc 
out  of  proper  custody  there  is  no  remedy  except  to  purchase 
them ;  l)ut  more  stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  others,  and  the  penalty  attached  to  the 
oifence  should  be  sufficient  to  act  as  a  menace. 

Record  Inks. 

In  the  third  report  the  subject  of  inks  for  records  was 
very  fully  treated,  and  tlie  result  of  the  examination  of 
sixt3-four  inks  was  given.  That  the  report  upon  the  various 
inks  was  correct,  may  be  assumed  from  the  fact  that,  while 
a  copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  every  manufacturer,  no 
complaint  of  any  incorrectness  has  been  made  to  the  olEce. 
In  that  report  I  said  :  "I  have  ])een  asked  by  several  of  the 
recording  officers  to  recommend  a  permanent  ink,  and  some 
l)ersons  who  knew  of  this  investigation  have  ex],)ected  that  it 
would  result  in  the  recommendation  of  a  particular  ink  for 
records.  Such  a  reconnnendation  would  be  an  official 
endorsement  which  would  be  unjust,  if  not  actionable,  unless 
every  ink  in  the  market  had  been  considered  and  examined 
chenn'cally." 

"  What  I  hope  chiefly  to  accomplish  by  this  investigation 
is  to  awaken  persons  making  records,  official  or  other,  to 
the  necessity  of  the  greatest  care  in  the  selection  of  inks  and 
their  treatment,  and  to  call  their  attention  to  the  important 
iact  that  the  very  quality  —  easy  How  and  freedom  from 
sediment  —  that  makes  many  inks  popular  with  the  persons 
doini^  the  recordini>",  is  their  worst  reconnnendation  for 
records." 

The  interest  has  been  awakened,  and  many  incpiiries  have 
been  made  for  the  report  from  corporations,  attorncys-at- 
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law,  scientific  men,  and  others  who  appreciate  the  value  of 
permanency  in  ink.  Some  of  the  recording  officers  have 
discarded  inks  there  condemned  which  they  were  using. 

Several  rc(|uests  have  been  made  for  the  name  of  the  best 
iidv,  accompanied  by  the  statement  that  the  reply  would  be 
considered  confidential ;  and  the  question  has  often  been 

abked,  "  Is  's  ink  a  good  one?  "   It  was  distinctly  stated 

in  the  report  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  designate  a  "  best" 
ink,  or  a  "  good  "  one,  but  to  show  what  inks  found  to  be  in 
use  were  or  were  not  su  if  able  for  records.  Good  com- 
mercial inks  may  l)e  unsuital)le  for  records,  and  good  record 
inks  too  thick  for  rapid  commercial  work ;  and  the  same 
manufacturer  may  make,  as  some  do,  an  excellent  ink  for 
each  purpose.  On  i)age  130  of  that  report  seventeen  inks 
which  need  not  he  discarded  for  records  are  specified  by 
number,  the  corrcs})onding  name  being  given  on  pages  122 
and  123.  The  remaining  thirty-four  there  named  should  not 
))e  used  for  records,  though  they  may  be  excellent  inks  for 
other  pur[)0scs. 

jMany  of  the  inks  which  should  not  be  used  upon  records 
are  free  llowing  and  more  agreeable  to  use  than  })ermanent 
inks,  containing  more  body.  As  long  as  recording  and 
copying  is  paid  for  ])y  the  pjige,  and  the  ol)ject  is  to 
accomplish  the  most  in  the  least  time,  these  inks  ^vill  be  in 
l)0})ular  use,  and  used,  and  blotted  oif  the  paper  l)efore 
tliey  have  nuu-h  more  than  colored  it,  only  to  disappear 
eventually.  The  State  should  set  a  standard  for  a  record 
ink;  and,  while  our  present  system  of  kee[)ing  records  and 
furnishing  supplies  will  not  allow  that  its  use  l)e  required 
on  all  ])ul)lic  records,  as  in  England,  it  would  seem 
practicabk^  ibr  the  secretary  of  the  Connnon wealth  to 
advertise  for  pro})osaIs  for  inks  of  a  certain  standard,  which 
the  mamifacturers  should  1)e  1)ound  to  maintain,  and  that 
these  should  be  used  in  all  the  State  offices.  With  a  State 
standard  iidv  adopted,  its  use  l)y  recording  officers  Avould 
soon  follow. 

I V  ECOM.M  E  X  DAT  I OXS . 

In  addition  to  the  legislation  })r()posed  by  the  ])ills 
presented  under  their  appro])i-iate  heatlings,  I  would  recom- 
mend the  [)assagc  of  the  ibllowing  bill  to  supi)ly  defects 
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and  deficiencies  in  chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes,  relating 
to  public  records  :  — 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  public  kkcokds  of  cities  and 
toavns,  and  fixing  the  terms  of  office  of  city  and  toavn 

CLERKS. 

Section  1.  The  word  record  shall  mean  all  books  of  public 
record  or  registr}^  made  hi  the  handwriting  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons required  to  keep  records,  or  of  persons  authorized  by  tliein  to 
keep  records,  and  all  copies  of  the  same  m;ide  by  order  of  a  city  or 
town;  all  papers  wliich  are  required  to  be  liled  witli  any  city  or 
town  oflicer  or  board  of  odlcers,  and  all  maps  and  plans  made  in 
conjunction  with  any  of  the  public  work  of  a  city  or  town. 

Sect.  2.  City  governments  and  selectmen  shall  provide,  at  the 
expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  fire-proof  rooms, 
vaults,  or  safes  of  ample  size  for  the  preservation  of  all  records 
belonging  to  such  cities  or  towns,  and  the  clerk  of  each  city  and 
town,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  shall  keep  in  such  fire-proof 
rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  all  such  records  at  all  times  except  when 
they  are  wanted  for  use. 

Sect.  3.  The  records  of  every  city  or  town  shall  be  open  for 
public  inspection  and  examination  under  the  supervision  of  the 
officer  having  the  custody  of  the  same,  or  of  some  person  duly 
authorized  by  him  to  exhibit  them.  And  said  ofiicer  shall  on  pay- 
ment of  a  reasonable  fee  therefor,  compare  and  certify  all  copies, 
properly  and  correctly  made. 

Sect.  4.  The  selectmen  of  every  town  shall  cause  a  permanent 
record  book  to  be  kept,  in  which  all  votes,  orders,  and  proceedings 
shall  be  recorded. 

Sect.  o.  City  governments  and  selectmen  shall  have  all  books 
of  public  record  belonging  to  their  respective  cities  or  towns,  sub- 
stantially bound.  AVlien  any  of  said  records  are  becoming  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible  they  shall  have  the  same  seasonably  reno- 
vated and  repaired,  and  shall  have  fair  and  legible  copies  season- 
ably made.  And  for  the  purpose  of  said  renovating  and  repairing 
or  copying,  they  may  cause  said  records  to  be  [)laced  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Commissioner  on  Public  Records  of  Parishes,  Towns, 
and  Counties,  who  shall  have  such  renovating  and  repairing  or 
copying  done  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  cities  or  towns. 

Sect.  G.  The  persons  employed  by  county  counnissioners,  city 
governments,  or  selectmen  to  make  authorized  copies  of  any 
records  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  chapter  37  of  the 
Public  Statutes  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
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duties,  and  shall  certify  the  copies  made  by  them  as  aforesaid. 
Any  such  authorized  copies  heretofore  made  shall  be  certified  under 
oath  by  the  copyist  or  by  any  person  employed  by  said  county  com- 
missioners, city  governments,  or  selectmen  for  that  purpose. 

Si:CT.  7.  At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  every  town  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  every  third  year  thereafter, 
there  shall  be  a  town  clerk  elected  who  shall  sei've  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  who  shall,  during  his  term  of  ollice,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided,  be  the  clerk  of  all  boards  of  town  officers, 
but  shall  not  be  a  member  of  any. 

Sect.  8.  The  clerk  of  every  town  shall  receive  annually  a  salary 
of  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth  in  equal 
quarterly  pnyments  ;  and  in  addition  thereto  shall  receive  ten  cents 
per  capita  of  the  population  as  given  by  the  last  preceding  census, 
either  State  or  United  States,  to  be  paid  him  in  equal  quarterly 
payments  by  said  town. 

If  a  town  shall  be  divided,  or  any  part  shall  be  set  off  to  a  city 
or  to  another  town  or  otlier  towns,  the  clerk  of  either  town  may 
request  the  assessors  of  the  cities  or  towns  whose  population  is 
affected  by  such  changes  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  population  of 
said  towns  as  then  constituted,  and  the  assessors  aforesaid  shall 
forthwith  make  such  estimate,  and  the  part  of  the  salary  of  the 
clerks  of  said  towns,  to  be  paid  by  said  towns,  shall  then  be  calcu- 
lated upon  this  estimate  until  the  next  census  shall  fix  the  popu- 
lation of  said  towns. 

Si:CT.  9.  All  fees  heretofore  payable  to  the  town  clerks  shall  be 
collected  by  them  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  their  respective 
towns  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each  month. 

Sect.  10.  The  town  clerk  shall  record  all  votes  passed  at  the 
meeting  at  which  he  is  elected,  and  at  all  other  meetings  held 
during  his  continuance  in  ollice,  and  all  reports  of  committees 
presented  at  any  of  such  meetings  which  are  not  by  statute  or 
town  by-laws  required  to  be  printed,  and  keep  such  records  as 
the  several  boards  of  town  officers  are  by  statute  required  to  keep, 
except  as  provided  in  section  thirteen  of  this  chapter. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  city  and  town  clerks  to  prose- 
cute in  an  action  of  tort  in  the  name  of  their  respective  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed  by 
sections  two  and  three  of  chapter  thirty-two  of  the  Public  Statutes 
or  any  amendment  thereof. 

Si:cT.  12.  The  selectmen  of  every  town  shall  provide  an  office 
for  the  use  of  the  town  clerk,  and  shall  also  provide  a  sign  with 
the  name  of  the  town  followed  by  the  words  town  clerk's  office,*' 
in  plain  characters  thereon,  with  sufficient  board  space  innnediately 
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below  for  posting  thereon  the  legal  notices  required  by  law  to  be 
posted  in  towns,  which  sign  and  board  space  shall  be  placed  and 
kept  on  or  at  the  outside  of  the  front  door  of  the  Oilice  of  every 
town  clerk,  and  said  board  shall  always  be  one  of  the  public  places 
upon  which  any  such  legal  notice  may  be  posted. 

Sect.  13.  In  any  city  or  town  in  which  the  several  boards  or 
departments  shall  have  separate  ollices  for  the  deposit  of  their 
rocords  and  transaction  of  business,  each  of  such  boards  or  depart- 
ments may  elect  or  appoint  a  person  to  be  secretary  or  clerk  of 
such  board  or  department,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  votes, 
oi'ders,  or  proceedings  of  such  boards  or  departments,  and  such 
person  shall  be  the  custodian  of  their  records,  and  keep  them  in 
lire-proof  rooms,  vaults,  or  safes,  as  hereinbefore  provided.  The 
treasurer  of  any  city  or  town  having  such  separate  office  shall  be 
the  custodian  of  his  records  and  shall  keep  them  in  lire-proof 
rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Sect.  14.  The  books,  reports,  and  laws  furnished  to  cities  and 
towns  shall,  except  when  placed  in  a  public  library,  as  provided  in 
section  eleven  of  chnpter  forty  of  the  Public  Statutes,  be  kept  in 
the  custody  of  the  city  or  town  clerk,  or  by  some  person  duly 
authorized  by  him  to  keep  the  same.  Said  books,  reports,  and  laws 
shall  be  kept  in  the  book-cases  provided  therefor  at  all  times  ^\•hen 
not  in  use. 

Sect.  15.  Any  records  of  a  city  or  town  which  have  been  left 
incomplete  shall  be  made  up  and  completed  from  the  files  and 
usual  memoranda  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  city  or  town  clerk,  or 
by  the  secretary  or  clerk  of  the  board  or  department  to  which  said 
records  respectively  belong. 

Sect.  1G.  Beginning  with  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-three  city  clerks  shall  hold  ollice  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Sect.  17.  Every  city  and  town,  for  each  mouth  it  neglects  or 
refuses  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  this  chapter  shall  forfeit 
twenty  dollars.  Every  city  or  town  clerk,  and  eviM-y  clerk  or 
secretary  of  a  board  or  department  as  provided  herein,  or  other 
person  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  any  such  duty  shall 
forfeit  for  each  offence  ten  dollars. 

Sect.  18.    The  word  town  in  this  act  shall  not  include  cities. 

Sect.  10.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed. 

ROBERT  T.  SAVAN, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 

9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  4,  1893. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  huve  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  rei)ort  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  lit'th  in  the  series  of  re})orts  on  pul)lic 
records. 

Tlie  uncertainty  existing  in  regard  to  the  re-establishment 
of  the  commission  of  pul)iic  records  was  not  dis})elled  until 
the  first  of  June,  consequently  much  time  which  could  have 
been  devoted  to  work  of  inspection  in  the  towns  was  lost, 
and  the  number  visited  is  smaller  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  l)een.  The  time  during  the  interval  was  devoted  to 
closing  up  matters  already  begun,  and  to  continuing  the 
work  of  investigation  of  churcli  organization,  incor))oration, 
etc.,  the  results  of  which  will  l)e  shown  later, — work  which 
needed  no  otlicial  authority. 

The  results  of  the  work  of  the  last  year  are  gratifying,  in 
that  an  increased  interest  has  been  awakened  in  the  records, 
and  much  has  been  done  toward  imi)rovement,  as  nuich,  ])er- 
haps,  as  could  have  been  expected  in  a  matter  Avhich  had 
lain  comparatively  dormant  lor  almost  forty  years.  The 
animal  burning  of  town  records  which  has  taken  i)lace  for 
the  })ast  three  years  has  been  kept  u}),  but  there  is  cause 
for  congratulation  that  in  one  town  the  records  had  just  been 
removed  when  the  clerk's  house  Avas  burned.  The  nunil)er 
of  cities  and  towns  reporting  records  burned  now  i-eaches 
forty-five.  Twenty-five  churches  report  records  of  one 
kind  or  another  burned,  and  as  in  early  years  the  church 
and  })arish  records  were  in  reality  the  town  records  part  of 
these  can  be  added  to  the  list  of  town  records  burned. 


4  EEPORT  OX  PUBLIC  RECORDS.  [Jan/ 


Under  the  act  establishing^  the  commission  it  Ijecomes  the 
dut}"  of  the  conmiissioner  to  report  to  the  Legislature  such 
reconnnendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem  important 
for  the  safety  and  benetit  of  the  records,  and  in  tlie  line  of 
that  duty  I  nuist  repeat  such  recommendations  contained  in 
the  fourth  report  on  public  records  as  did  not  result  in  legis- 
lation. That  some  there  presented  had  not  been  adopted  by 
a  previous  Legislature,  but  were  l)y  the  last,  encourages  me 
to  believe  that  further  consideration  of  those  which  are  again 
presented  may  result  in  their  adoption. 

Chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes  entitled  ''Of  the 
Public  liecords  "  is  made  up  of  legislation  enacted  in  1851 
or  earlier,  and  is  not  adapted  to  the  conditions  existing 
to-day  in  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns.  A  few  acts  have 
since  ])een  passed,  as  certain  defects  were  brought  to  light, 
but  there  has  been  no  general  revision  which  the  cha})ter 
needs.  Scattered  all  through  the  laws  are  matters  relating 
to  records,  some  absurd,  some  defective,  and  some  at 
variance  with  the  i)rovisions  of  chapter  37.  ]\Iuch  that  is 
required  cannot  be  done  under  existing  circumstances. 

The  w^hole  subject  needs  consideration  l)y  the  Legislature 
which  it  has  not  yet  received.  To  save  the  old  records  and 
provide  i\)Y  the  proper  making  and  keeping  of  the  new  the 
following  legislation  should  l3c  enacted.  The  word  records 
should  be  defined  tliat  there  may  be  no  doubt  as  to  how 
nnich  or  little  the  law  intends  to  bo  covered  by  the  term;  a 
State  standard  for  record  ink  should  l)e  esta])lished  that  the 
records  may  stand  when  written ;  towns  should  be  reciuired 
to  provide  an  oitice  that  the  records  may  have  an  a])iding 
place  ;  the  town  clerks  should  be  compensated  for  maintain- 
ing that  office  and  keeping  it  open  at  reasonable  times,  either 
in  person  or  by  rci)resentatives ;  the  clerks  should  have 
longer  terms  of  office  ;  their  duties  should  be  defined  and 
the  matter  to  be  recorded  decided  upon ;  fees  should  be  paid 
to  the  towns  and  not  to  the  clerks ;  provision  should  be 
made  for  copying  and  l)inding  records  which  nuist  be  taken 
out  of  the  town  i'or  the  purpose  ;  the  State  should  assist  in 
the  exi)ense  attendant  upon  comi)lying  with  tlie  law ;  the 
validity  of  co})i(^s  should  be  decided ;  provision  should  be 
made  for  su[)plying  omissions  or  correcting  errors  in  records  ; 
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penalty  sulHcient  to  inyure  compliance  should  be  provided 
for  neglect  to  return  matter  tor  record,  that  })ersons  depend- 
ing upon  the  records  for  their  rights  and  resting  on  the 
assum[)tion  that  the  record  is  made  shall  not  tind,  when  too 
late,  that  it  has  been  neglected;  and  authority  should  be 
given  to  some  one  to  })rosecute  for  violation  of  the  laws 
relating  to  records. 

The  reas(jns  for  these  recommendations  are  so  fully  set 
fortli  in  the  third  and  fourth  reports  that  it  does  not  seem 
necessary  to  re])eat  them  at  length,  but  a  few  new  arguments 
are  jiresented  in  their  appropriate  places. 

General  Tnformatiox  on  Kecokds. 
The  suggestion  is  frequently  made  that  a  report  similar  to 
the  hrst  re])ort  of  the  Conmiissioner  on  Public  l^ecords  of 
l^arislies,  Towns,  and  Counties  be  issued,  which  would  be  a 
catalogue  of  the  records  in  the  various  county,  city,  and 
town  oilices.  This  cannot  be  done  until  the  Legislature  shall 
esta])lish  beyond  question  who  is  the  custodian  of  the  vai'ious 
records  now  scattered  far  and  Avide,  and  shall  provide  some 
method  for  gathering  and  })utting  them  in  })ropcr  custody. 
As,  however,  nuich  information  relating  to  the  records  su])- 
plementar}^  to  that  in  the  tirst  re])ort  has  been  obtained,  and 
many  records  have  been  brought  to  light,  or  recovered  and 
put  in  proper  custody,  a  brief  sununary  of  that  iidbrmation 
and  a  statement  concerning  those  records  are  here  gi\en 
arranged  ])y  counties  and  towns.  As  the  information  was 
chielly  gained  by  personal  inspection  or  interviews,  it  is 
meagre  concei'ui ng  the  towns  which  I  have  not  yet  visited. 
The  information  relating  to  assessors'  records  is  gi\'en  under 
those  headings. 

County  of  Barnstable. 

The  county  coiniiiissiouers  are  Ii;iving  a  copy  made  of  all  matters 
ill  the  records  at  Plymouth  pertaining  to  the  present  teia'itory  of 
Harnstahle  County,  to  the  time  of  the  cstahlishment  of  Harnstable 
and  Plymouth  counties,  June  2,  IGcSa. 

Cn.vTUAM.  The  records  of  INIonomoy  from  IG'J.)  to  1712  Mre 
with  the  ('liath:\m  records.  (June  11,  1712  the  "  \'illage  or  dis- 
trict of  xManiimoit"  was  established  as  Chatham  by  a  resolve.) 

I'Lastuam.    a   volume  of  i)roprietoi's'  I'ecords,  and  records  of 
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Nawsett  from  1G46  to  1651,  aud  of  Kasthuin  from  lGr)l  to  1797 
are  in  possession  of  Orleans,  (The  name  of  Nawsett  was  changed 
to  Easthara  June  7,  1G51.) 

Harwich.  The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  "  The  lands  latterly 
purchased  of  the  Quassons  "  from  March  24,  1714  to  March  25, 
1822  have  been  recovered  from  private  custody. 

Sandwich.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  aud  deaths  date 
from  1639,  and  not  from  1650  as  reported.  The  proprietors' 
records  extend  to  1768,  not  1722  as  reported. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Adams.  The  following  records  of  Adams,  many  of  which 
were  supposed  to  have  been  burned  in  the  town  ollice  in  North 
Adams  in  1876,  are  in  the  vault  at  North  Adams.  One  volume  of 
town  proceedings  from  1778  to  181)2,  and  all  other  town  proceed- 
ings from  1855  to  1876  ;  one  volume  of  marriages  aud  marriage 
intentions  from  1786  to  1845  ;  two  of  marriages  aud  two  of  births 
from  1855  to  1878  ;  one  of  births  aud  deaths  from  1845  to  1851  ; 
and  one  of  deaths  from  1861  to  1878.  The  record  of  deaths  from 
1855  to  1860  was  probably  burned. 

Dalton.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  not 
complete  from  1784  as  reported.  There  is  no  record  between  1802 
and  1843. 

Great  Barrington.  The  records  from  1  742  to  1761  reported 
from  Great  Harrington  are  of  the  North  Parish  of  Sheflleld. 

Mount  AVASHiNcrroN.  The  proprietors'  records  have  been  found 
and  returned  to  the  town  clerk. 

PiTTSFiELD.  A  volume  of  copies  of  miscellaneous  records, 
containing  the  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials  in  the  records  of 
the  First  Church,  for  the  years  from  1764  to  1817,  indexed  by 
subjects,  is  in  the  custody  of  the  cit}^  clerk. 

Sheffield.  The  records  of  the  North  Parish  of  Shellield  from 
1742  to  1761  are  with  the  records  of  Great  Harrington.  The  three 
volumes  of  proprietors'  records,  one  of  which  it  was  feared  was 
lost,  have  been  returned  to  the  town  clerk. 

Tyringhaim.  The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  new  plauta- 
tion  called  Number  One  from  1737  to  the  cstal)lishment  of  Tyring- 
ham  in  1762  are  witli  the  records  of  Monterey,  which  was  set  oil 
from  Tyringham  and  kept  the  records. 

Washington.  A  volume  of  proprietors'  records  from  1763  to 
1788  was  found  in  the  oflice  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Pittslield. 

West  Stockbridge.  The  volumes  of  records  of  town  proceed- 
ings extend  from  1774;  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1779. 
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County  of  Bristol. 

Inferior  Court  of  Com:\ion  Pleas.  A  volume  of  the  records 
from  July  14,  1G9G  to  Jiily  14,  1702  was  foiiud  among  the  mass  of 
old  records  and  papers  in  the  cell  of  the  court  house  at  Taunton. 
The  records  from  1087  to  1696  are  now  needed  to  complete  the 
records  of  this  court. 

lvE(;isTKv  OF  Deeds.  Twenty-five  volumes  of  copies  of  deeds 
recorded  in  the  registry  at  Taunton  have  been  forwarded  to  tlie 
registry  at  New  Bedford.  Each  volume  has  a  temporary  number 
and  index  pending  the  completion  of  the  volumes  to  be  forwarded, 
when  a  general  index  will  be  prepared.  The  copy  of  each  instru- 
ment has  appended  a  reference  to  the  original  record. 

FiiEETowx.  The  volume  of  the  records  of  Ye  Freemen's 
Lands  of  Freetown  "  which  was  in  private  possession  in  1885  has 
been  traced  to  Fall  River  but  cannot  now  be  found.  It  seems 
probable  that  this  is  the  first  and  not  tiie  second  as  supposed. 
Information  in  regard  to  either  is  solicited. 

Sw^ANsKA.  The  town  clerk  of  Harrington,  U.  I.  has  proprietors' 
records  of  Swansea  beginning  with  a  copy  of  the  deed  from 
Osamequid  (^lassasoit)  dated  INIarch  IG.kL  The  latest  date  is 
INIarch  1(5,  1  7:>7. 

AVESTPOirr.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  begins 
with  the  establisiiment  of  tlie  town  in  1787. 

County  of  Dukes  County. 

County"  Court.  Tiie  volume  of  miscellaneous  records  mentioned 
under  tliis  heading  in  tlie  first  report  contains  the  following  addi- 
tional matters.  The  record  of  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  and 
Assistants  at  a  General  Court  at  iMartha's  \'ineyard,  sitting  at 
Kdgartown,  July  '2,  107-1,  to  consider  a  petition  of  freeholders  of 
Nantucket ;  of  Ilis  Majesties  Court  Dec.  9,  167-1:  and  Jan.  8,  167.'»  ; 
of  a  quarter  Court  at  Fdgartown  Marcli  28,  1675  and  Se[)t.  'iS, 
1675;  and  of  Courts  of  Sessions  and  County  Courts  for  years 
following. 

C(ji:i{Ts  OK  Sessions.  In  the  reverse  of  volumes  \ .  and  VI.  of 
the  records  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  from  176;5  to 
1798  are  the  records  of  the  Courts  of  Sessions  for  this  i)eriod. 
There  are  several  unbound  volumes  called  records  of  Courts  of 
Sessions,  and  in  the  reverse,  records  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions for  years  about  1730. 

Ini-  erior  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In  volume  I.  of  the  records 
of  this  court  are  marriages  in  Tisbury  from  1761  to  1768.  In 
volume  \^  are  marriages  m  Tisbury  from  1773  to  1795,  and  in 
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Chilmark  from  1775  to  1788.    A  note  by  Richard  L.  Pease  says 

all  these  are  recorded  on  town  records  of  Tisbnry  and  Chilmark. 
Compared  by  me  Jan.  11,  1850." 

County  Commissionm:rs.  A  volume  of  county  commissioners' 
records  beginning  May  21,  183-1,  four v years  earlier  than  the 
volume  reported,  is  in  the  ollice  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts. 

Ed(;ahtown.  The  name  of  the  town  was  changed  from  Great 
Harbour,  July  8,  1671.  The  proprietors'  records  extend  from  1G76 
to  17'J1  ;  the  "  town  records,"  so  called,  from  1731  to  the  present 
time.  In  the  volume  of  proprietors'  records  are  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  from  IGaO  to  1717  evidently  compiled  from  other 
sources,  and  arranged  and  copied. 

TisFiL  KY.  The  name  of  the  town  was  changed  from  IMiddletown, 
.July  8,  1G71.  The  charter  of  1G71  from  Ciovernor  Lovelace  of 
New  York  is  in  possession  of  the  town. 

County  of  Essex. 

Superior  Court.  Li  moving  to  the  new  court  house  a  volume 
was  found  containing  a  copy  of  the  following  records. 

All  matter  in  the  State  Archives  relating  to  Avitchcraft  in  Salem 
from  1G92  to  1710. 

Records  of  the  Court  of  Assistants,  beginning  with  the  session 
of  March  3,  1G73  and  ending  :\Iarch  23,  1G92. 

Records  of  terms  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  of  the 
late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  held  for  Essex  County  from 
Jan.  3,  1G73  to  May  IG,  1G9G. 

A  package  of  papers  was  found  also,  containing  copies  of 
testimony  in  the  witchcraft  trials,  and  many  ancient  original  mis- 
cellaneous papers.  ^lanyof  these  are  petitions  of  towns  and  indi- 
viduals, aflidavits,  etc.,  relating  to  Peter  Pateys'  ferry  at  Bradford. 

BoxKOKi).  The  proprietors'  records  have  been  recovered  from 
private  possession. 

Gloucester  The  records  of  town  proceedings  to  1753,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1851  have  been  copied,  and  the 
latter  indexed.  The  records  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  churches  which  were  copied  in  1877  are  being  indexed  by  the 
city  clerk. 

Lynn.  It  is  now  probable  that  no  records  were  burned  in  the 
city  hall  in  18G3  as  reported,  excc[)ting  some  assessors'  records 
mentioned  elsewhere. 

iMARi'.LEiiEAi).  The  second  volume  of  the  town  records  covering 
the  years  from  1710  to  1721  is  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed 
within  a  few  years  to  prevent  the  town  from  showing  title  to  lands 
at  ]Marblehead  Neck. 
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Rowley.  The  volume  of  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
''East  Ox  Pasture  in  Rowley"  from  17G9  to  1844  has  been 
returned  to  the  town  clerk. 

Salishuhy.  An  old  volume  among  the  Amesbury  records  with 
dates  as  early  as  1G57  appears  to  be  proprietors'  and  town  records 
of  Salisbury  and  New  Salisbury  until  the  establishment  of  Ames- 
bury  in  16G8,  when  it  bears  the  name  "  Almsbury." 

County  of  Franklin. 
MoNTAGUK.    The  proprietors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the 
town  clerk. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

A:miierst.  The  first  volume  of  town  records  contains  records 
called  "  Records  of  lladley  3d  precinct,"  beginning  Sept.  23, 
173."),  and  continuing  under  that  naine  four  years  after  the  precinct 
was  made  the  district  of  Amherst.  The  records  from  1735  to  1788 
have  been  printed. 

Belciiertown.  The  first  volume  contains  the  records  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  plantation  of  Cold  Spring  for  twenty-one  years 
before  the  establishment  of  Belchertown  in  1761. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  The  copying  of  the  records  in  the  regis- 
try at  Cambridge  for  the  registry  at  Lowell  is  nearly  completed. 
Sixty-six  volumes  have  been  forwarded  to  Lowell  and  there  will 
be  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  more,  the  whole  covering 
the  time  from  1G4;J  to  July  1,  KS.k").  An  index  of  the  whole  series 
will  be  commenced  in  a  few  months. 

BiLLERiCA.  The  records  of  the  town  begin  in  1G54,  and  are 
continuous  with  the  exception  of  those  from  1753  to  1778  which 
are  in  a  missing  volume.    There  is  a  copy,  made  in  1GG5,  of  a 

Book  of  Grunts  "  commenced  in  1G59.  This  gives  the  date  of 
the  grant  to  the  proprietors  as  iNIay  23,  1G55,  the  JNIassachusetts 
records  giving  it  as  May  2'J. 

Burlington.  The  records  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Woburu 
beginning  in  1730  are  in  [)ossession  of  the  tow^n  clerk.  These  are 
continued  to  17DG  where  there  is  a  lapse  until  1799  when  Burling- 
ton was  established. 

CuNcoiM).  A  memorandum  of  events  from  1 G88  to  1795  made 
by  Thomas  Brown,  a  forniei"  town  clerk,  has  been  given  to  the 
town  clerk  by  a  citizen  of  Acton. 

DiJNSTAiiLE.  Missing  records  of  Dunstable  as  follows  are  in  the 
ollice  of  the  city  clerk  at  Nashua,  N.  II.    One  volume  of  births. 
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marriages,  and  deatlis  from  1G79,  six  3'ears  after  the  establishment 
of  the  plantation,  to  1743,  which  completes  those  records  from  the 
first  date;  three  volumes  of  proprietors'  records  covering  years 
from  1729  to  1739,  and  from  1700  to  1807. 

IIoriviNTOX.  Proprietors'  records  reported  to  be  in  the  registry 
of  deeds  at  East  Cambridge  were  in  the  vanlt  at  Ilopkinton. 
They  cover  the  years  from  174r>  to  1825.  The  records  at  East 
Cam])ridge  are  a  series  of  nineteen  volumes  of  "  Deeds  of  Ilopkin- 
ton and  Upton."  These  important  records  which  are  not  gener- 
ally known  to  exist  were  placed  there  by  Act  of  jNIarch  7,  1833. 

^MAKLUoitouciii.  A  ^'olume  called  "  iNIarl borough  town  liook  : 
the  Day  Book,"  containing  records  of  lay-out  of  lands,  town 
meetings  and  miscellaneous  matters  from  KKW;  to  1G99,  has 
recently  been  found  and  returned  to  the  cit}'  clerk.  There  are 
loose  leaves  of  another  volume  bearing  dates  as  late  as  1740. 

Peppekell.  The  earliest  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  which  the  record  proper  begins  in  1742  has  an  arrange- 
ment of  these  records  l)y  families  containing  entries  of  as  earl}' 
date  as  1727. 

Waltham.  There  is  an  apparent  omission  to  record  marriages 
—  except  an  occasional  one  —  from  1812  to  1844.  Four  or  five 
hundred  marriage  intentions  between  1738  and  1800,  and  lifty-live 
hundred  between  187-1  and  1884  were  not  indexed.  These  have 
been  indexed  by  the  present  clerk. 

Watektown.  There  are  proprietors'  records  in  the  back  of  the 
first  volume  of  town  proceedings  which  are  eai-lier  than  the  volume 
called  proprietors'  records,  beginning  in  1G44.  The  records  of  the 
East  Precinct  in  Watertown  from  l('»8r)  to  1792  are  in  possession 
of  the  town  clerk. 

Westfokd.  The  reported  absence  from  the  records  of  town 
proceedings  of  the  record  from  17(14  to  17G8  is  incorrect.  There 
is  a  copy  of  the  record  of  marriages  from  1728  to  1845,  including 
out  of  town  marriages  of  Westford  parties. 

\Vilmi\(;t(>\.  The  records  of  town  proceedings  from  17G2  to 
178G,  which  were  reported  lost,  are  contained  in  the  reverse  of  a 
dilapidated  volume. 

AVoBuitN.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceedings  is  lost.  The 
volume  reported  as  beginning  in  1G40  appears  to  be  a  copy  of 
memoranda  of  important  events  commencing  in  1G40,  and  later  of 
original  records. 

County  of  Nantucket. 
County  Commissioners.    As  the  selectmen  act  as  county  com- 
missioners no  records  of  county  commissioners  were  lopked  for  in 
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the  Superior  Court  iu  1887.  There  is,  however,  a  series  of  records 
bearing  that  title,  beginning  April  21,  1828,  and  still  continued. 
The  volume  containing  the  record  of  meetings  between  May  2, 
1883,  and  May  7,  1888  is  missing  and  was  probably  destroyed. 

NANTrcKKT.    The  volume  covering  the  years  from  1754  to  1784, 
reported  as  missing,  is  with  the  town  records 

Ancient  County  of  Norfolk. 

(Ancient  Norfolk  County  established  May  10,  1G43  was  com- 
l)rised  of  ^'  Salsbery,"  Hampton,  Ilaverill,"  "  Excetter,"  Dover, 
and  Strawljcrry  Hank,  now  Portsmouth.  February  4,  1G80  Salis- 
bury and  Haverhill  were  annexed  to  Essex  County,  the  other 
towns  then  being  in  New  Hampshire.) 

County  Coukt.  The  records  of  the  County  Court,  beginning 
with  a  session  at  Hampton  Sept.  2G,  1G48,  and  ending  with  a 
session  at  Salisbury  Oct.  14,  1G79,  are  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at 
Salem.    The  volume  has  been  repaired  and  rebound. 

In  the  back  of  a  volume  of  deeds  in  the  registry  o.  deeds  at 
Salem  there  are  records  of  ])irths,  marriages,  and  deaths  returned 
to  tlie  County  Court.  This  contains  records  of  Salisbury  births 
from  1G42  to  1G70,  deaths  from  IGll  to  1G70;  Haverhill  births 
from  IGll  to  1G71,  marriages  from  1G44  to  1GG7,  deaths  from  , 
IGll  to  1G71  ;  Exeter  births  from  1G45  to  16G9,  deaths  from  1G48 
to  1G71  ;  and  Hampton  births  from  1650  to  1GG7,  marriages  from 
1G51  to  1GG9,  and  deaths  from  10  11)  to  IGGG. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

ScruEMK  Coukt.  The  records  from  1853  to  1866  which  were 
missing  in  1889  have  been  found. 

Court  of  CJenkral  Sessions  of  the  Peace.  In  volume  I.  of 
the  records  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  begin- 
ning Sept.  15,  1730,  there  is  the  following  note  :  —  "  The  Sessions 
Proceedings  before  this  are  contained  in  pamphlets  not  bound, 
of  which  there  are  three  if  not  four."  The  pamphlets  are  not 
at  hand,  but  in  volume  I.  reversed  of  the  records  of  the  Infe- 
rior Court  of  Common  Pleas,  page  17,  there  is  a  record  of  the 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  from  June  17,  1713  to  June  3, 
1717,  relating  to  laying  out  of  highways.  These  are  indexed  in 
the  front  of  the  volume  with  the  note  "  Book  tother  way." 

DuxiiUKv.  The  first  volume  of  records  of  town  proceedings, 
covering  the  years  from  1G40  to  1G88,  reported  as  lost,  is  now  iu 
possession  of  the  town  clerk.  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
contained  in  an  ancient  volume  called  Records  of  Duxbury  have 
been  copied  nud  arranged. 
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East  BitiDGKWATKK.  The  town  hus  four  volumes  which  are 
copies  of  live  and  part  of  the  sixth  vohimes  of  Hridgewater  town 
records  from  1  ().">()  to  182.'). 

a  fire  A[)ril  28,  18!)2  destroyed  a  copy  of  the  two  oldest 
voUunes  of  records  of  towu  i)roceedings  ;  three  volumes  of  birtlis, 
marriages,  and  deatlis  covering  the  years  from  1843  to  1891  inclu- 
sive ;  tliree  volumes  of  mortgages  of  personal  i)roperty  ;  and  two 
volumes  containing  tlie  record  of  all  town  meetings  from  1872  to 
181)2  inclusi\'e.    Some  tiles  of  papers  were  also  buined. 

The  diary  of  Zachariah  Whitman  from  1670  to  1726,  referred  to 
in  the  lirst  report,  has  probably  been  bu»"ned  in  a  fire  in  Sudbury. 
A  mamiscript  history  of  the  town  is  in  possession  of  Erancis  II. 
Hrown,  j\I.l).  of  lioston. 

KiNtisTox.  'i'he  records  from  1719  to  1726  are  the  records  of 
tlie  North  Precinct  of  Plymouth. 

jMAiisiiFiKiJ).  Tlie  proprietors'  records  have  been  returned  to 
tlie  town  clerk,  and  a  copy  has  been  made  in  the  registry  of 
deeds  at  Plymouth. 

.MiDDLKuoROLKiii.  Thcrc  is  a  volume  of  proprietors'  records, 
e\'idenlly  an  ancient  copy,  beginning  IMarch  .'),  1G9()  and  contain- 
ing a  record  as  late  as  171)9.  Original  records  of  meetiiigs  begin 
Eeb.  12,  181.J.  Another  copy  covers  years  from  1G90  to  1800. 
A  volume  of  original  records  begins  May  18,  1703  and  ends  INIay 
1,  1782.  A  plan  of  the  lands  made  Dec.  G,  1773  is  with  this 
volume. 

Pi.vMuuTii.    The  town  records  begin  in  1G37. 

KooKLAND.  A  cop}'  of  tlic  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths 
recorded  in  the  Abington  records  from  1712  to  1874  is  with  the 
town  records. 

SciTUATK.  A  volume  l)earing  the  following  on  the  title  page 
was  found  in  Scituate  not  in  a  safe  :  "  The  liooke  of  the  Generall 
Lawes  and  Liljerties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  New 
Plymouth  Collected  out  of  the  Records  of  the  (ienerall  Coui  t  and 
lately  revised  and  estal)lished  and  disposed  into  an  Alpliabetticall 
order  and  [)ublished  by  the  Authoritie  of  the  (ienerall  Court  held 
att  the  Towne  of  Plymouth  The  29th  day  of  Septem  :  Anno  Dom. 
1G'j8.  Ik'C  Subject  to  every  ordinance  of  Alan  for  the  Lords  Sake. 
1  peter  2,  13."  The  introduction  to  volume  XI.  Plymouth  Colony 
Records  refers  to  this  volume  in  the  following  words.  "A  mami- 
script volume  of  the  laws  belonging  to  the  town  of  Scituate  has 
been  of  great  service  in  su[)plying  some  deficiencies  and  illegible 
l)ortions  "  [of  the  original  records].  This  volume  is  safe  in  my 
l)ossession  pending  a  reply  to  a  re(|uest  that  Scituate  allow  it  to 
be  phiced  with  the  Archives  at  the  State  House. 
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Wakeiiam.  a  volume  of  proprietors'  records  relating  to  the 
territory  now  wholly  or  partly  included  in  Warehani  has  been  dis- 
covered and  will  be  copied  for  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Plymouth. 
It  is  allowed  to  remain  in  private  possession,  being  safer  than  with 
the  Wareham  records. 

County  of  Suffolk. 

SrrKK.MK  Judicial  Court.  For  any  additional  information  in 
regard  to  the  records  of  this  court  reference  is  made  to  the  cata- 
logue of  records  and  files  issued  in  1890. 

HosToN.  Among  the  mass  of  matter  found  in  moving  from  the 
old  to  the  new  court  house  was  a  chest  containing,  among  other 
pa[)ers,  about  three  thousand  indentures  binding  apprentices,  which 
had  l)een  filed  with  the  town  clerk.  The  earliest  of  these  is  dated 
Nov.  27,  1734,  and  the  latest  1805.  They  bear  the  signature  of 
the  selectmen  of  Boston,  and  attached  to  many  are  certificates  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  town  where  the  master  dwelt,  endorsing  him 
{is  "  a  man  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  and  in  such  circumstances 
that  we  can  recommend  him  as  a  fit  person  to  bind  an  apprentice 
to."  A  master  in  Framingham  writes  that  his  apprentice  has  joined 
the  Continental  Army,  and  been  in  it  "  ever  since  Lexington 
liattle." 

These  are  of  historical  value  as  accounting  for  boys  who  dis- 
ap[)eared  from  Boston,  and  for  the  presence  in  the  records  of  a 
town  of  names  of  men  whose  ancestry  has  been  in  doubt,  no  parents 
ever  having  dwelt  there.  The  names  of  the  selectmen  of  the  towns 
which  ap[)ear  here  may  supply  deficiencies  in  towns  where  the 
records  iiave  been  destroyed,  and  no  record  of  the  names  exists. 
It  is  a  souice  of  congratulation  that  these  papers  have  not  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  autograph  collectors.  They  are  now  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Boston  Record  Commissioners,  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  i)rinted. 

DoKciiHSTKK.  The  records  of  the  First  Church,  under  date  which 
is  presumnbly  Aug.  4,  IGD;'),  say  "  Mr.  IMillett  Town  Records  in 
part  ljurnt  in  his  house." 

Roxuunv.  h>arly  records  of  Roxbury  were  burned,  as  appears 
by  the  following:  "The  town  boock  wherein  most  mens  lands 
being  recorded  by  gods  [)rouidence  being  burned." 

County  of  Worcester. 
Ai  lU'wx.  Tiiere  are  no  records  as  reported  beginning  in  1740. 
The  records  begin  June  11),  1773  and  until  1778  are  of  the  "  Parish 
lately  set  off  from  Leicester,  Oxford,  Sutton,  and  Worcester;" 
from  1778  tlicy  are  of  the  town  of  Ward  until  the  name  was 
changed  to  Aul)urii  in  1837. 
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Berlin.  The  original  records  of  births,  marriages,  aud  deaths 
from  17H4  to  1841  have  disappeared  since  copies  were  made  in  1850. 
Information  is  desired  in  regard  to  them. 

Chaklton.  The  lirst  volume  of  records  of  town  proceedings 
had  heen  missing  since  1880,  but  a  few  hours  after  my  visit  of 
ins[)ection,  Sept.  29,  1892,  it  was  received  by  express  from  Spring- 
field from  an  anonymous  sender. 

Douglas.  A  volume  of  proprietors'  records  has  been  discov- 
ered and  [)laced  in  tiie  custody  of  the  town  clerk, 

Dudley.  The  copy  of  the  Act  establishing  Dudley,  recorded  in 
the  lirst  i)age  of  the  records,  gives  the  date  June  1,  1732.  The 
original  Act  in  the  Archives  at  the  State  House  gives  Feb.  2,  1732. 

NoRTiir.oKou(;n.  A  volume  of  proprietors'  records  is  known  to 
have  been  in  existence,  Dea.  Jonathan  Livermore  being  clerk  at 
the  time,  but  it  has  been  missing  for  about  lifty  years. 

OxFOKD.  The  earliest  records  kept  during  the  first  settlement 
made  by  the  French  w^ere  taken  to  Boston  and  probably  burned  in 
the  old  State  House.  The  deed  to  the  town  in  1713  is  looked  upon 
as  the  date  of  the  second  settlement,  aud  the  present  records  begin 
at  that  time. 

PiiiLLirsTOx.  The  records  begin  ^larch  1,  1774,  and  to  Oct.  6, 
178G  are  for  the  West  Precinct  in  Tenipleton  ;  from  Jan.  IG,  1787 
they  are  of  the  town  of  Gerry  until  the  name  was  changed  to 
Fhillipston  in  1814. 

Si'ENCEii.  The  records  from  1744  to  1753  are  of  Leicester 
West  Pal  ish  or  Second  Precinct  in  Leicester. 

Westi'.ok()U(.ii.  The  statement  in  the  lirst  report  that  "  There 
is  a  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  the  diary  of  Rev. 
ICbenezer  Parkman,  [)art  of  which  is  in  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can Anticpiariau  Society,  and  part  in  possession  of  Nahum  Fisher" 
is  said  to  be  incorrect. 

Town  Records. 
T'lie  ancient  town  rocorda,  and  tlie  parish  records  which 
[)recede(l  them,  ant  not  of  local  importance  alone.  Their 
historical  value  is  most  forcibly  set  forth  by  Hon.  Charles 
Francis  iVdams  in  his  rcc;cnt  work  "Three  Episodes  of  Mas- 
sachusetts History."  He  says,  "It  is  in  the  towns  and  town 
records  of  Massachusetts,  therefore,  that  the  American  his- 
torical unit  is  to  he  sought.  The  i)olitical  philosopher  can 
there  study  the  slow  development  of  a  system  as  it  grew  from 
the  germ  up.  The  details  are  trivial,  monotonous;  and  not 
easy  to  clothe  with  interest ;  yet  the  volumes  which  contain 
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them  are  the  inost  precious  of  archives.  Upon  their  tattered 
and  yellow  paues  the  hardly  le<iil)le  letters  of  the  ill-spelled 
words  are  written  in  ink  grown  ])ale  with  age  ;  but  they  are 
all  we  have  left  to  tell  us  of  the  lirst  stages  of  a  ])()litical 
growth  which  has  since  ri})ene(l  into  the  dominant  inHuence 
of  the  new  world  ;  iior  is  it  too  nuich  to  imagine  that  when 
the  idea  of  full  human  self-government,  first  slowly  welded 
into  practical  form  in  New  England  towns,  and  as  yet  far 
from  perfected  shall  have  permeated  the  civilized  world  and 
assumed  final  sha})e,  then  these  town  records  will  be  accepted 
as  second  in  historical  importance  to  no  other  description  of 
archives." 

One  illustration  will  show  the  general  historical  value  of  a 
town  record.     Until  it  was  the  custom  for  towns  to 

choose  two  deputies  to  serve  them  in  the  Legislature  alter- 
nately during  ditlerent  sessions  of  the  same  legislative  year. 
The  Journals  of  the  House  at  that  time  are  missing,  l)ut  an 
entry  in  the  Woburn  town  records  shows  that  May  2Sth, 
lt)9(),  the  Genei'al  ('ourt  disallowed  the  practice  and  decided 
that  but  one  could  serve  from  Wolnirn  (Acts  and  Kesolves 
of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Vol.  VII.,  ]).  104). 

But  the  town  records  have  a  local  value  outside  of  the  town 
whose  name  they  bear.  So  nuich  of  the  Dartmouth  I'ecords 
as  relate  to  the  part  now  New  Bedford  are  of  more  value  to 
New  Bedford  than  to  Dartmouth.  The  early  records  of  Free- 
town may  be  of  great  value  to  Fall  River;  those  of  Duxbiiry 
to  Brockton,  the  Bridgewaters,  Abington,  and  the  towns 
between  ;  those  of  Newbury  to  Newburyport ;  of  Chelms- 
ford to  Lowell;  of  Lunenburg  to  Fitchbui-g ;  of  Springtield 
to  Ohico])ee  and  Ilolyoke  ;  and  those  of  (Miarlestown  to  the 
cities  of  Everett,  Somerville,  Medford,  iMalden,  and  AVoburn, 
and  the  four  towns  ojice  in  its  territory.  Similar  cases  can 
])e  enumerated,  and  in  many,  if  not  most,  the  j)art  set  otf  has 
become  the  largest  in  i)Oj)ulati()n  and  most  valuable.  To  this 
part  then  iho  records  are  most  valuable  as  a  basis  of  individ- 
ual rights.  The  I'ccord  of  the  ancient  lay-out  of  a  higlnsay 
may  become  of  gi'catcst  importance  when  lines  of  a  city  strc^et 
are  in  dis[)ut(;  and  large  sums  are  at  stake.  Valuing  town 
records  upon  this  basis  the  (juestion  arises  why  in  fairness  a 
towm  small  in  ])opulation  but  large  in  territory,  and  corre- 
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spondingly  })Oor,  which  has  lost  its  most  prosperous  part, 
should  be  ol)liged  to  l)ear  the  expense  of  putting  its  old  records 
in  the  recpured  condition,  and  providing  a  place  of  safety  for 
them  ?  W^hy  should  not  the  expense  be  shared,  and,  possibly, 
provision  made  for  keeping  tliem  at  some  place  accessible  to 
all  the  cities  or  towns  interested,  at  a  shire  town  for  instance? 
Or  u[)on  a  l)roader  basis,  in  view  of  the  constant  changes  in 
town  and  county  lines  which  has  been  constantly  going  on, 
and  the  migration  of  peoi)le  from  one  town  to  another,  — 
\vhich  in  the  early  days  was  the  manner  of  settling  the  interior 
towns,  —  should  not  the  State  bear  part  of  the  expense  where 
it  would  be  a  hardship  to  oblige  a  [)0()r  town  to  incur  it? 
These  seem  to  l)e  questions  worthy  of  consideration. 

In  the  detailed  report  ui)on  the  towns  frequent  mention  is 
made  of  old  chests  of  papers,  many  of  which  I  have  searched 
through  often  finding  [)a]K'rs  of  sufficient  importance  to 
demand  inunediate  renu)val  to  i)laces  of  safety.  The  town 
of  AVeston  has  had  all  such  papers  as  could  be  found  examined 
and  ])ut  in  order  for  })reservati()n,  and  a  detailed  statement 
of  them  will  be  printed  in  the  town  report,  March  1893. 
There  is  no  reason  to  sui)}jose  that  these  are  of  any  more 
value  than  such  i)a})ers  may  be  to  any  town,  and  as  the  idea 
that  they  will  be  of  value  to  a  town  is  often  scouted,  a  few 
results  oi'  the  examination  in  Weston  are  given.  The  volume 
of  records  beginning  in  174G  contains  in  the  first  pages  sen- 
tences which  would  seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  this  was  the 
first  volume.  It  has  latterly  1)een  known,  however,  that  an 
early  volume  existed  but  was  missing,  and  among  these  papers 
are  jjositive  i)rools  that  there  w^as  a  record  beginning,  cer- 
tainl}^  as  early  as  lOiii^.  Original  papers  bearing  the  sig- 
natures of  the  town  clerks  have  been  found  which  supply 
information  undoubtedly  recorded  in  that  volume,  and  which 
w^ould  stand  in  [)lace  of  the  record.  By  some  of  these  the 
names  of  town  clerks  during  the  time  covered  b3^the  missing 
volume  hav(i  been  ascertained,  and  l)y  following  clues  fur- 
nished by  these  papers  the  names  of  others  have  been  dis- 
covered, and  the  list  is  now  c()nq)letc.  That  certain  reports 
were  printed  which  cannot  be  found  is  proved  by  the  bills  for 
the  printing  in  early  years.  Al)()ut  thirty  deeds  to  the  town 
have  been  Ibund,  six  or  eight  of  which  were  never  recorded, 
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and  among  them  is  the  deed  of  the  South  I>iiryinii-  Ground 
which  not  only  was  not  recorded,  l)ut  not  acknowledaed,  and, 
therefore,  cannot  be  recorded.  ^lany  tax  lists,  nia])s,  ])lans, 
and  miscellaneous  i)ai)ers  of  histoi'ical  vahie  have  been  l)rou<>ht 
to  light. 

As  will  ])e  seen  in  the  detailed  report  upon  tlie  condition 
of  afiairs  in  the  towns,  it  ranges  from  (ixcellent  to  so  bad  as 
to  be  a  disgrace  to  a  connnunity.  The  reasons  for  both  con- 
ditions are  usually  the  same,  in  the  former  case  the  town 
having  provided  an  ofhce  or  oflices  and  conqiensated  ])ersons 
for  filling  them;  in  the  latter,  the  town  having  elected  a 
clerk  and  left  him  to  furnish  and  run  an  otlice  at  his  own 
expense  of  money  and  time.  In  the  former  the  records  an; 
searched  for,  collected  from  far  and  near,  and  preserved  ;  in 
the  latter,  such  old  records  as  come  in  the  clerk's  way  are 
cared  for  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  with  the  inevitable  result 
that  sooner  or  later  some  will  be  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  condition  of  atl'airs  pertaining  to  the  records  in  the 
towns  visited  is  herewith  presented,  with  the  date  of  the  visit. 

AsHBURNnAM  (Oct.  17,  1802).  AVooden  town  liall  containing 
the  selectmen's  otlice.  There  is  a  very  large  but  rather  damp  vault ; 
this  contains  all  the  records  which  are  not  at  tlie  clerk's  oflice,  and 
also  most  of  the  public  documents  and  IMassachusetts  reports. 
The  clerk  has  a  very  small  town  safe,  originally  i)urchascd  by  him- 
self, only  sufficiently  large  for  three  volumes.  This  is  Icept  in  his 
printing  oillce.  It  is  insulficient  for  his  needs,  and  part  of  the 
records  are  not  in  the  safe.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condi- 
tion, such  as  were  not  having  been  rebound  in  ISDl.  The  valua- 
tion lists  are  nearly  or  quite  complete,  those  i)rior  to  1800  being 
unbound.  JMavriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  18r)2,  and  filed  since  1887.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  not 
been  written  up,  but  the  names  of  the  volunteers  liave  been  [pub- 
lished in  the  town  history.  The  clerk  has  indexed  the  record  of 
lay-out  of  lands  from  1820  to  18G0,  and  is  now  indexing  all  the 
general  records.  lie  has  been  ol)ligcd  to  rewrite  al)out  seventy-five 
pages  of  his  records  made  in  1888  with  an  ink  called  Carpenter's 
Fluid,  which  had  almost  entirely  disa[)i)eared. 

Auburn  (Sept.  12,  1802).  'I'he  town  hail  is  in  the  lower  story 
of  a  wooden  chiu-ch  edifice  wiiicii  contains  also  the  public  library. 
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In  a  dwelling  on  a  lot  purchased  by  the  town  as  a  site  for  a  new 
town  hall  there  is  a  large  safe  new  in  1801,  and  an  older  small 
one.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  at  his  house,  in  which  the 
current  records  and  all  records  of  births,  mari'i:iges,  and  deaths 
are  kept.  All  other  records  are  in  the  new  safe.  The  records  are 
in  good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  178G. 
^larriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887  only.  The  volume  supplied  by  tlie  State  for  the  rebellion 
record  has  not  been  written  up,  but  the  clerk  has  made  a  very 
complete  record  in  a  volume  made  for  the  purpose.  The  col- 
lectors' records  from  1S77  to  181)0  and  for  some  years  earlier 
hiive  been  returned  to  the  town.  A  chest  in  the  town  hall  con- 
tains many  old  papers,  but  the  im[)ortant  ones  are  thought  to  have 
been  removed  to  tlie  safe. 


liAKNSTAiii.K  (July  20,  18'J2).  Wooden  town  hall  in  about  the 
geographical  centre  of  the  town  used  only  for  town  meetings. 
The  clerk's  oflice  is  in  his  house  at  OsterviUe  where  he  has  a  large 
town  safe,  new  in  188-'),  in  which  his  records  are  kept.  The 
records  are  in  excellent  condition,  the  earlier  ones  having  been 
rebound  some  years  ago.  The  hrst  four  volumes  of  town  proceed- 
ings have  been  coi)ied  and  neaily  indexed.  A  small  wooden 
building  at  West  Hiirnstable  is  used  as  tlie  town  ollice.  The  valua- 
tion lists  from  18G1  and  the  selectmen's  books  and  pai)ers  are 
there,  not  in  a  safe.  The  clerk's  predecessor  Avns  in  ollice  forty 
years,  and  the  files  and  papers  have  been  })reserved  with  care,  and 
with  the  valuation  lists  earlier  than  18()1  are  in  the  clerk's  house, 
neatly  arranged,  but  not  in  a  safe.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  very  many  3'ears,  and  since 
1888  filed  and  indexed.  The  clerk  has  by  means  of  circulars 
addressed  to  parents  or  relatives  obtained  much  information  which 
was  needed  to  complete  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  u[)  in  the  volume  furnished  by 
tlie  State,  and  in  addition  (iustavus  A.  Hinckley,  Kstp,  has  made 
an  extensive  record  which  is  a  model  for  c()m[)leteness  and  jien- 
manship,  and  includes  beside  the  ofliciid  record  of  the  volunteei-s 
co[)ies  of  di:iries  ke[)t  by  two  soldiers,  copies  of  the  action  of  the 
town  in  matters  relating  to  the  war,  the  ex[)erience  of  a  prisoner 
in  several  of  the  southern  i)risons,  and  various  other  interesting 
information. 


I^KRLix  (Oct.  20,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall.  The  selectmen's 
room  there  contains  a  large  safe  used  by  them  and  the  assessors. 
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This  coutains  all  the  later  A  aluatiou  lists  and  voliiiues  containing 
copies  of  them  from  17'J4.  The  original  lists  are  in  possession  of 
the  town,  but  not  in  safes.  The  town  safe,  in  the  clerk's  dwell- 
ing, contains  his  records,  which  are  all  in  good  condition  with 
the  exception  of  the  lirst  volume  of  town  })roceedings  which  needs 
binding.  Files  of  papers,  unusually  well  ai-ranged,  cover  all  the 
years  from  1874.  'J'he  original  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  from  1784  to  1841,  are  not  known  to  l)e  in  existence,  but 
copies  were  made  from  tiiem  in  1850  which  also  contain  records 
taken  from  family  registers.  IMarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  all  been  preserved  since  about  18r)U,  and  there 
are  a  few  scattering  ones  from  184('..  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rel)eHion  record  has 
been  written  up. 

Blackstoni:  (July  G,  181)2).  Wooden  town  hall  used  for  town 
meetings,  but  containing  no  oHices.  The  town  uses  two  rooms  in 
a  stone  hotel,  in  one  of  which  is  a  safe  used  by  the  clerk  only, 
which  is  full  to  overilowing.  The  records  ai'c  in  good  condition. 
The  selectmen  and  assessors  have  no  safe,  all  their  records  being 
in  a  room  in  the  hotel,  unprotected  from  lire.  The  records  of  the 
overseers  are  not  kei)t  in  a  safe.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  i-eturned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  is  written  up. 
INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  mostly  been  pre- 
served since  1850. 

Bourne  (Sept.  21,  1802).  A  room  in  a  wooden  dwelling  is 
used  as  the  selectmen's  oflice.  Two  small  safes  there  are  used  by 
the  selectmen  and  assessors  for  their  I'ecoi'ds.  A  ver}-^  large  town 
safe,  new  in  1801,  is  in  the  post-oflice  in  a  wooden  building.  In 
this  all  the  clerk's  records  are  kept,  and  include  co[)ies  of  all  the 
records  of  Sandwich  including  the  valuation  lists  from  1701. 
IMarriage  certilicates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
the  incori)oration  of  the  town  in  1884.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  tlu^  town. 

BoYLSTON  (Oct.  12,  1802).  Stone  town  hall  used  for  town 
otlices  and  the  public  library.  A  safe,  new  about  18<S0,  contains 
the  older  records  of  the  clerk  and  assessors,  and  those  of  the 
selectmen.  The  clerk  has  his  records  in  a  small  town  safe  new 
in  1892,  in  a  wooden  ollice  building.  The  house  of  the  previous 
clerk  was  burned  early  in  1802,  but  the  safe  and  records  had  just 
been  removed.    The  records  are  in  good  condition  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  the  record  of  the  North  rrecinct  in  Shrewsbury,  from 
which  15oylston  was  formed.  The  present  clerk  has  indexed  the 
records  of  roads  previous  to  18G0,  and  all  fence  divisions  fiom 
1804,  which  were  recorded  in  the  miscellaneous  records.  As 
chairman  of  the  school  committee  he  has  their  records,  including 
the  school  district  records,  which  are  complete  with  the  exception 
of  one  volume.  Marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  since 
1874.  The  later  valuation  lists  are  at  the  clerk's  house,  not  in  a 
safe.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town, 
and  some  are  known  to  have  been  burned  in  a  collector's  house. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

l^KKWSTKR  (Oct.  28,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  continuing  the 
selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  very  small  safe  in  that  room  to 
which  the  clerk  has  not  access,  said  to  contain  only  bills  and 
l)apers.  The  clerk  has  a  very  small  town  safe  for  his  records, 
new  in  1889,  at  his  dwelling.  Some  of  tliese,  however,  were  not 
in  the  safe.  The  valuation  lists  from  18G0  were  in  the  selectmen's 
room,  not  in  a  safe,  and  duplicates  of  them  from  1882  were  at  the 
clerk's  house,  not  in  a  safe.  No  valuation  lists  earlier  than  18(50 
were  known  to  exist,  and  no  pai)er.s  had  been  transmitted  by  the 
previous  clerk  to  the  present.  I  found  in  the  town  hall  two  chests 
in  which  the  valuation  lists  for  1838,  and  from  1841  to  18()0, 
together  with  many  papers  tiled  and  arranged  by  the  previous 
clerk,  were  kept.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  pi'eserved  only  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  four 
years.  The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up,  but  a  [par- 
tial list  of  the  volunteers  was  found  among  the  papers  in  the 
chest  referred  to.  A  copy  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
from  1867  has  been  made  from  the  records  of  Harwich,  from 
which  Brewster  was  set  oft'.  These  were  arranged  in  families,  and 
the  original  entries  for  Brewster  have  been  continued  in  the  same 
way  in  the  same  volume. 

Bkookfikld  (Aug.  10,  1892).  Brick  town  hall,  tlie  lower  lloor 
of  which  is  used  for  business  purposes.  There  is  a  small  vault 
completed  in  1891,  and  a  town  safe  which  is  used  by  the  ch'rk  only. 
All  files  were  put  in  order  two  years  ago,  and  all  the  records  and 
files  are  kept  in  the  safe  or  vault.  Some  of  the  records  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  but  a  volume  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
pages  has  l)een  nnule  by  John  Q.  Adams,  l''s(i.,  from  co[)ies  of  loose 
leaves  saved  from  the  fire,  which  Avere  arranged  cin-onologi(,*ally,  and 
covered  dates  from  March  1719  to  Dec.  4,  17;"),').  All  the  records 
are  in  good  condition  witii  the  exception  of  the  volume  of  |)roprie- 


1893.] 


HOUSE  — No.  2. 


tors'  records  and  the  loose  leaves  referred  to.  The  valuation  lists 
are  nearly  complete  from  1787,  l)ut  are  bound  onl}'  since  18G0. 
The  valuation  lists  for  1861  and  18G4  are  missing,  one  having  been 
carried  out  of  town  by  an  assessor  and  lost.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1877,  the  present 
clerk's  term  of  service.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written 
up,  but  a  record  made  in  North  Brookfield  contains  the  record  of 
many  Brookfield  volunteers. 

Charlton  (Sept.  27,  1892).  The  basement  only  Of  a  wooden 
church  building  is  owned  b}^  the  town  and  occupied  as  the  town  hall. 
Tliere  is  a  very  old  safe  containing  valuation  lists  bound  from  1838, 
and  some  miscellaneous  records.  The  selectmen's  oHice  is  in  a 
wooden  building  used  for  a  school-house  and  public  library,  where 
there  is  a  very  small  safe  used  for  their  records  and  papers.  The 
clerk  has  a  town  safe,  new  in  1801,  in  his  store  in  a  wooden  build- 
ing. The  first  and  second  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  are  in  bad  order  and  need  binding  and  copying.  The  first 
volume  of  records  of  town  proceedings  which  has  been  missing 
for  twelve  years  was  returned  anonymously  by  express  from 
Springfield  two  hours  after  my  visit.  There  is  a  large  accumula- 
tion of  files  of  papers  in  cases  in  tlie  selectmen's  room,  among 
them  being  valuation  lists  nearly  or  quite  complete  from  1754  to 
1838.  These  papers  have  been  arranged  to  a  certain  extent  by  the 
present  clerk.  Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  ])een 
preserved  from  about  1814  to  1854,  and  from  188G.  The  collec- 
tors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  carefully  written  up. 

Chatham  (Oct.  25,  1892).  "Wooden  town  hall  containing  the 
masonic  lodge  room  and  selectmen's  room.  I  was  unable  to  gain 
access  to  it,  but  was  informed  that  it  contained  two  safes,  one  com- 
paratively new,  in  which  the  selectmen's  and  part  of  the  assessors' 
records  were  kept,  the  older  ones  not  being  in  a  safe.  There  is  ti 
town  safe  in  the  clerk's  store  which  is  filled  with  his  records  and 
papers.  The  first  volume  is  in  tatters,  and  several  others  are  in 
very  bad  condition  from  the  dampness  of  the  former  safe.  The 
first,  second,  and  third  volumes  have  been  copied,  and  part  of  the 
fourth,  but  none  of  the  copies  have  been  certified.  INIarriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1873,  and 
there  are  some  for  earlier  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  partially 
written  up. 
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Clinton  (Oct.  11, 1802).  Brick  town  hall  containing  two  vaults, 
one  used  by  the  assessors  and  for  the  overllow  of  the  other  records, 
and  the  other  by  the  road  commissioners.  The  selectmen  and 
assessors  have  an  ofiice  there,  and  the  selectmen  have  a  safe  for 
their  records  and  papers.  The  town  clerk,  who  is  also  water  regis- 
ter, and  the  treasurer  and  collector,  occupy  a  room  in  a  brick 
business  block  where  there  are  three  safes  containing  all  their 
records.  One  is  new  this  year.  The  records  are  all  in  good  con- 
dition. The  assessors'  records  are  complete  from  the  time  of 
incorporation.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.  If  the  rebellion  record  has  been  written  uj)  it  is  not  in 
the  present  clerk's  possession.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1881,  and  there  are  some  for 
occasional  years  earlier. 

Dennis  (Sept.  21,  181)2).  Wooden  town  hall  used  only  for 
meetings.  The  town  ofiice  is  at  the  poor  farm  about  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  the  clerk's  ollice.  There  is  a  large  safe  there,  new  in 
1891,  containing  the  valuation  lists  from  1794.  The  clerk  has  a 
small  old  safe  in  his  dwelling  containing  a  small  part  only  of  his 
records,  the  others  being  in  a  closet  and  on  the  safe.  The  Hrst 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  needs  binding,  the  otlier 
records  being  in  good  condition.  All  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  were  recorded  originally  l)y  families  in  addition  to  the 
required  record,  and  this  custom  has  been  continued  with  the 
exception  of  during  the  term  of  one  of  the  clerks,  a  few  years 
only.  Files  of  papers  of  various  kinds  are  kept  in  the  clerk's 
store,  not  in  safes.  Among  these  are  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  which  have  been  preserved  for  many  years,  l)ut  the 
dates  were  inaccessible.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Dudley  (Sept.  22,  1892).  The  town  ollice  is  in  a  wooden 
building  used  in  part  as  a  store  and  in  part  as  the  post-oflice. 
There  is  a  very  large  safe  there  new  in  1892.  The  clerk  has  a 
small  safe,  also  new,  in  his  dwelling,  and  all  records  are  kept  in 
one  or  the  other  of  them.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition 
with  the  exception  of  three  old  volumes  which  are  somewhat  worn. 
Certificates  of  marriage  have  all  been  preserved  since  1>!81,  and 
there  are  man}'  for  various  years  from  182G.  Hurial  and  death 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1888.  The  valuation  lists  have 
been  preserved  since  1777,  many  of  the  earlier  ones  being  in 
pamphlet  form.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 
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Gardner  (Oct.  13,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall,  with  a  brick 
addition  in  which  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk  have  olHces. 
Tliere  is  a  vanlt  in  the  clerk's  room  in  which  there  is  a  safe,  and 
all  the  later  records  of  the  different  departments  are  in  one  or  the 
other.  There  is  a  small  vanlt  in  the  wooden  part  of  the  ])iiilding 
opening  out  of  the  district  court  room,  and  used  chielly  by  the 
court,  in  which  many  of  the  older  records  and  a  large  accumula- 
tion of  files  of  papers  are  kept.  Some  of  the  volumes  of  records 
need  rebinding.  A  laige  accumulation  of  papers  was  left  in  con- 
fusion by  the  previous  clerk,  and  has  not  been  arranged.  The 
marriage  certiticates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for 
many  years,  but  owing  to  the  confusion  referred  to  dates  are  not 
obtainable.  The  early  valuation  lists  are  in  the  vault  in  the  court 
house,  but  dates  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 

Hardwick  (Oct.  26,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  containing  the 
selectmen's  oflice.  There  is  a  fme  large  vault  built  in  188<s,  in 
which  all  the  records  and  papers  are  kept,  with  the  exception  of 
the  clerk's  current  records,  which  are  in  a  safe  loaned  to  him, 
which  is  kept  in  a  store  near  his  residence,  his  entrance  to  which 
is  at  the  option  of  the  proprietor.  A  volume  of  original  records, 
beginning  in  1747,  contains  copies  of  the  earlier  records  from  1734. 
A  note  made  by  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige  says  that  the  records  for 
many  years  were  on  unbound  sheets,  and  that  in  1840  the  town 
authorized  their  coi)ying  and  the  binding  uf  the  copy  with  the 
original  records,  beginning  in  1747.  These  sheets  could  not  be 
found  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  valuation  lists  are  filed  from 
1737  to  1830,  and  all  since  are  in  i)amphlets  or  in  bound  volumes. 
The  clerk  who  was  just  elected  had  no  knowledge  of  the  rebellion 
record.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  Tliere  is  an  old  safe  in  the  selectmen's  room  coptaining 
nothing  of  value. 

Harvard  (Oct.  4,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  in  which  there  is 
a  large  vault.  The  records  aud  papers  are  kept  in  this.  The 
records  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  births,  marriages,  aud 
deaths  from  the  incorporation  of  the  town  to  1845  have  been  copied 
upon  the  plan  adopted  in  the  printed  records  of  Woburn.  ^lar- 
riage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1H83, 
aud  there  are  some  for  various  yeai's  since  1857.  'i'he  valuation 
lists  have  Ijcen  presei'ved  since  17(S0,  all  prior  to  1810  beiug  in 
l)amphlets.    4'he  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
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town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  The  records 
of  the  First  Churcli,  from  1753  to  1776,  have  been  placed  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town  clerk  and  are  kept  in  the  vault. 

Uaravicii  (Sept.  23,  18'J2).  No  town  hall.  The  selectmen's 
room  is  in  a  building  at  the  town  farm  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  the  clerk's  ollice.  There  is  a  small  safe  there  in  wliicli  a  few 
of  the  later  valuation  lists  are  kept.  All  the  earlier  are  in  closets, 
the  very  earliest  being  in  pamphlets.  The  clerk  has  a  business 
otlice  in  a  wooden  block  used  for  business  purposes  and  as  a  public 
library.  He  has  two  small  town  safes,  one  new  this  year,  in  which 
his  records  are  kept.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  records,  the  first 
of  town  proceedings,  and  one  of  intentions  of  marriage  are  in  bad 
order  and  need  binding.  The  first  and  second  volumes  have  been 
copied,  but  the  second  has  not  been  certified.  INIarriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1S82.  All  of  the 
collectors'  records  which  it  is  thought  possible  to  obtain  have  been 
collected  and  are  in  possession  of  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  not  been  written  up. 

IIoPEDALE  (Jane  13,  1892).  Stone  town  hall  containing  the 
public  library,  post-otlice,  and  a  store.  There  is  a  good  safe  in 
which  all  the  records  exce[)t  those  of  the  school  committee  are 
kept.  Certificates  of  l)irths,  marriages,  and  deaths  have  been 
preserved  and  filed.  The  collectors'  records  are  in  the  safe.  The 
clerk  has  been  clerk  of  all  boards  until  the  present  year,  but  is  now 
clerk  of  none.    The  plan  of  all  the  highways  is  kept  in  the  safe. 

Lancaster  (Oct.  11,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  town  olfiee  is  in  a  brick  building  considered  fire-proof, 
and  for  that  reason  containing  no  safe.  In  this  building  the  clerk 
and  different  departments  have  their  current  records  in  wooden 
compartments  in  a  room  finished  in  wood.  A  two-story  addition 
to  the  l^uilding  is  probably  absolutely  fire-proof  with  the  exception 
of  a  wooden  ceiling.  This  is  used  chiefly  by  the  public  library, 
but  a  few  of  the  older  records  are  kept  upon  shelves  there,  not  in 
the  clerk's  custody.  A  few  old  volumes  need  binding.  The  very 
earliest  records  were  burned.  There  is  one  volume  called  "  Earliest 
remaining  town  and  proprietors'  records,"  and  one  called  "Copy 
of  the  earliest  remaining  town  and  proprietors'  records,  and  sub- 
sequent proprietors'  records."  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
from  1G43  to  18.')0  have  been  printed,  the  deliciencies  occasioned 
by  the  burning  of  the  oldest  records  having  ])een  supplied  as  far 
as  possible  from  various  sources.  INIarriage  certificates  have  been 
preserved  since  1885,  and  burial  returns  since  18<S8.    1  was  unable 
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to  gain  access  to  the  assessors'  records.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been 
written  up. 

Leicester  (July  22,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  with  the  select- 
men's and  assessors'  room  containing  a  small  safe.  The  clerk's 
otlice  and  the  post-otlice  are  in  a  small  addition  to  a  wooden 
building  used  as  a  store  and  dwelling.  In  this  there  is  a  large 
town  safe  in  which  all  the  clerk's  records  are  kept.  All  the  old 
volumes,  some  of  which  were  fragile,  were  renovated  and  rebound 
in  188G.  One  early  volume  of  the  proprietors'  records  has  been 
robbed  of  nearly  half  the  leaves,  taken  Ijcfoi-e  the  recollection  of 
anyone  now  living  :  these  are  supposed  to  have  contained  plottiugs 
of  the  lands.  The  vault  at  the  town  hall  contains  old  pap.ers  and 
records  well  preserved  and  in  excellent  order.  The  valuation  lists 
from  1794  to  1881  have  been  copied  and  bound.  Births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  from  18G8  have  been  copied.  JNIarriage  certificates  have 
been  preserved  since  1840.  The  collectors'  records  from  1857  have 
been  returned  to  the  town. 

Leominster  (Oct.  7,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  with  a  vault  used 
for  the  overhow  of  the  records  from  the  safes.  The  clerk  is  treas- 
urer and  collector,  and  has  an  oflice  in  a  brick  business  block  where 
he  keeps  ollice  hours.  The  selectmen  use  this  room  also.  There 
are  three  safes  there,  two  comparatively  new,  in  which  the  records 
and  papers  of  the  clerk  in  his  several  capacities,  and  all  the  select- 
men's are  kept.  The  assessors  have  an  ollice  in  a  brick  block, 
where  they  have  a  safe  in  which  the  records  fpr  about  fifteen  of 
the  later  years  are  kept.  The  water  board  also  has  an  ollice  in 
another  building  in  which  their  records  are  kept.  The  records  are 
all  in  good  condition  excepting  the  first  volume,  of  which,  however, 
there  is  a  copy.  Seven  volumes  have  been  rebound.  Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1885. 
The  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town.  The 
valuation  lists  are  bound  from  1813,  and  there  are  many  earlier 
books  and  papers  relating  to  taxes  in  the  vault.  The  present 
clerk  has  indexed  all  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1740, 
and  has  traced  over  many  of  the  records  which  were  fading,  some 
of  them  being  of  no  older  date  than  18r)0.  l\e[)orts  of  committees 
and  other  important  papers  are  liled  by  years  from  183.'),  some  of 
them  having  recently  been  collected  from  various  places  by  the 
present  clerk.  Cemetery  records,  sewer  plans,  etc.,  have  been  put 
in  good  order,  and  are  kept  in  safes.    The  whole  condition  of 
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affairs  is  an  illustration  of  the  wisdom  of  having  a  town  clerk's 
ofiice  conducted  upon  business  principles.  The  rebellion  record 
has  not  been  written  up. 

LuxENiiUKG  (Oct.  4,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  containing  the 
public  librar}'.  There  is  a  large  safe,  new  in  1891,  in  which  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  keep  all  their  records  and  papers  from 
1873.  An  older  safe  contains  all  their  earlier  records,  and  the 
oldest  volumes  of  town  proceedings,  and  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his  dwelling.  All  of  the 
records  are  kept  tliere  including  copies  of  town  proceediugs,  and 
marriage  intentions  from  1728  to  179G,  and  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  from  1728  to  1842.  Only  a  part  of  these  copies,  however, 
have  been  certified.  Some  of  the  older  volumes  are  slightly  out  of 
repair  and  need  binding.  IMost  of  the  files  of  oldest  papers  were 
arranged  and  bundled  up  many  years  ago  by  a  former  clerk,  among 
them  being  valuation  lists  from  1732  to  1820,  and  certificates  of 
marriage  and  burial  returns  for  many  early  years.  Since  1882  all 
certificates  of  marriage  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved. 
The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  the  incorporation  of  the 
town.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Mendon  (Sept.  16,  1892).  A  small  brick  building  bought 
about  two  years  ago  was  remodelled  for  town  offices.  A  vault  has 
been  attached  to  the  building,  and  in  it  are  two  old  safes.  The 
clerk  has  a  small  old  safe  in  his  house  where  current  records  and 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept.  All  other 
records  are  in  the  safes,  and  all  files  of  papers  in  the  vault.  The 
town  has  voted  to  procure  a  new  safe.  Tiie  records  are  all  in  good 
condition  ;  the  first  five  volumes  of  proceedings  having  been  reno- 
vated and  rebound  about  five  3'ears  ago.  In  1840  copies  of  all 
marriages  to  1805,  intentions  of  marriage  to  1806,  births  to  1813, 
and  deaths  to  1816  were  made.  The  births  have  been  indexed, 
and  the  indexing  of  the  other  volumes  is  in  [)rogress.  The  inten- 
tions of  marriage  from  1806  to  1835  are  to  be  copied  at  once. 
The  first  volume  of  proceedings  has  been  copied.  April  4,  1891 
the  town  voted  to  have  the  clerk  obtain  all  the  facts  wanting  in 
relation  to  births  incompletely  recorded,  and  much  information  has 
been  obtained  upon  blanks  sent  to  parents  and  others.  IMarringe 
certificates  and  burial  returns  from  1883,  and  returns  of  births  from 
1887,  have  been  filed,  and  the  former  for  al)Out  thirty  years  prior 
to  1883  are  sui)i)Osed  to  be  among  the  large  accumulation  of  old 
papers  in  the  vault.    The  valuation  lists  are  comi)lete  from  1817. 


1893.] 


HOUSE  — No.  2. 


27 


The  collectors'  records  from  1870  have  been  obtained  by  the 
clerk.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

MiLLBDRY  (Sept.  15,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  the 
post-oflice,  public  library,  and  steam  fire  engine  quarters.  A  good 
dry  vault  contains  all  records  and  papers  not  in  the  clerk's  own 
safe  at  his  store.  In  the  latter  he  keeps  all  records  in  general  use, 
donating  most  of  the  room  to  town  purposes.  An  old  safe  belong- 
ing to  the  town,  also  in  his  store,  contains  some  records  and  papers 
deemed  unimportant.  The  records  are  in  good  condition.  Cer- 
tificates of  marriage  are  complete  since  1861,  and  there  are  some 
for  occasional  years  from  1849.  Burial  returns  are  complete  from 
1860.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  the  incorporation  of 
the  town.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but 
those  for  the  past  ten  years  can  be  obtained.  The  rebellion  recor^l 
has  been  written  up. 

NoRTiiBOROUGii  (July  12,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  used  for  town 
ofiiccs  and  meetings,  public  library,  stores,  and  society  meetings. 
There  is  a  vault  built  in  1871  and  a  safe  in  the  selectmen's  room. 
This  room  contains  the  public  documents  and  is  rented  to  an  attor- 
ney-at-law.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his  otlice  in  his  house, 
and  his  records  are  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  safes.  The  select- 
men's later  records  are  kept  in  the  safe.  INIost  of  the  files  were 
burned  in  1871  in  the  then  clerk's  store,  but  the  records  were 
saved.  All  the  files  since  that  time  are  in  the  vault.  The  records 
are  all  in  good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  from  1796  are  all 
bound,  but  some  have  been  much  injured  from  dampness  in  the 
vault.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  1878,  and  returns  of  births  for  about  the  same  time. 
The  collectors'  records  from  1857  to  date  have  been  recently  recov- 
ered by  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  is  not  written  up.  Births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  prior  to  1844  have  been  copied.  The  clerk 
has  a  volume  of  his  own  containing  copies  from  the  records  of 
the  First  Congregational  Parish  of  baptisms  from  1780  to  1S40, 
admissions  to  the  chui-ch  from  1780  to  1815,  and  copies  of  mar- 
riages and  deatiis  from  1817  to  1850,  taken  from  the  private  record 
of  Rev.  Joseph  Allen.  T()  these  he  makes  additions  as  he  can 
obtain  them  from  other  sources.  He  has  also  copied  inscriptions 
from  the  old  cemetery. 

NouTiinRrDGE  (July  6,  1892).  jMemorial  building  containing 
town  ollices  and  town  hall.  Tliere  is  a  line  vault  there  containing 
all  the  records  of  the  clerk,  selectmen,  assessors,  treasurer,  etc. 
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The  records  are  in  excellent  condition  being  substantially  bound 
and  plainly  labelled.  The  selectmen's  room  is  provided  Avith 
drawers  assigned  to  the  different  departments,  and  plainly  labelled 
also,  and  all  papers  are  most  carefully  and  completely  arranged. 
Some  of  the  most  valuable  will  be  transferred  to  tlie  vault.  There 
are  no  assessors'  records  earlier  than  1795,  but  all  are  bound. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1887  onl}'.  The  collectors'  records  have  been  preserved  for  about 
six  years.  A  copy  of  the  records  of  the  Congregational  Church 
from  1782  to  183-1  is  in  the  tow^n  vault.  "  The  Transcriber's  and 
Indexer's  Explanations,"  contained  in  a  few  of  the  first  pages,  are 
most  original  and  useful,  and  well  worth  examination  by  persons 
intending  to  make  copies  of  ancient  records. 

North  Brookfield  (Aug.  10,  1892).  AVooden  towm  hall  with 
stores  on  the  ground  floor.  The  selectmen  have  a  room  and  a 
small  safe,  but  access  to  the  hall  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
clerk's  olllce  is  in  a  wooden  business  block,  where  his  records  are 
kept  in  a  safe  belonging  to  the  town.  The  records  prior  to  1802 
were  burned  October  14  of  that  year,  and  all  records  since  are  in 
good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  and  many  files  are  said  to  be 
in  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe.  Hiram  Knight,  Esq.,  the  former 
town  clerk,  has  charred  remnants  of  records  with  many  old  papers, 
including  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  since  1852,  and 
some  collectors'  records,  packed  up  and  stored  in  his  private 
premises.  He  has  made  a  copy  as  far  as  possible  from  the  nniti- 
lated  pages  of  the  volume  not  destroyed,  covering  the  records  of 
town  proceedings  from  Feburary  1859  to  INIarch  1801  ;  and  copies 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1842  to  1802  have  been  made 
from  records  in  the  otlice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  since  1881  are  in  possession 
of  the  clerk,  who  went  out  of  olllce  in  1892.  The  collectors* 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
is  not  written  up  in  the  volume  furnished  by  the  State,  but  a  recoid 
has  been  printed  by  the  town. 

North  Reading  (Sept.  14,  1892).  There  is  a  very  old  safe  in 
the  town  hall  in  which  all  the  records  are  kept  except  the  current 
volume  of  town  proceedings  which  is  in  the  clerk's  own  safe  at  his 
store  ;  the  records  of  l)ii'ths,  marriages,  and  deatlis  which  are  at 
his  house;  and  the  valuation  lists  which  are  in  the  selectini'n's 
room,  not  in  a  safe.  Coi)ies  of  valuation  lists  were  made  until 
1885,  and  those  are  in  the  safe.  The  files  of  pai)ers  are  in  draw(  is 
in  a  case  in  the  hall,  and  many  are  apparently  complete  from 
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the  date  of  incorporation  of  the  town.  ^lariiage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  are  among  them,  and  appear  to  cover  the  whole 
period.  The  collectors'  records  liave  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
All  from  1873  can  be  obtained.  The  rel^ellion  record  has  been 
written  up. 

Orleans  (Oct.  28,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  containing  a  safe 
used  for  the  keeping  of  duplicates  of  old  valuation  lists,  and  for 
collectors'  and  miscellaneous  records.  There  is  a  town  safe  bought 
in  1891  in  tiie  clerk's  store,  in  which  all  the  records  are  kept 
except  those  in  the  other  safe  referre<l  to.  The  records  are  all  in 
good  condition.  The  clerk  has  in  his  possession  all  the  early 
records  in  existence  of  Eastham,  including  the  proprietoi's'  records 
from  the  establishment  of  the  town  of  Norsett,  the  original  name 
of  Eastham,  to  the  establishment  of  Orleans.  The  first  volume 
of  the  records  of  Norsett  and  Eastham  from  1702  has  been  copied. 
The  intentions  of  marriage  in  Eastham  and  Orleans  from  1773  to 
date  are  in  one  volume,  and  the  earliest  records  of  Orleans  are 
contained  in  an  Eastham  volume.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete 
with  a  few  exceptions  from  the  date  of  incorporation.  ^Marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  only  during  the 
term  of  the  present  clerk,  since  1889.  The  rebellion  record  has 
been  partially  written  up.  jMany  of  the  collectors'  records  have 
been  obtained  by  the  town,  including  a  few  obtained  this  year  under 
the  new  law. 

Palmer  (Oct.  G,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  two  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  clerk's  store.  The  selectmen  and  assessors  have  a 
room  there  with  a  safe  filled  with  later  valuation  books.  The 
earlier  lists  and  books,  nearly  complete  from  1791,  are  in  the  closet 
of  this  room,  not  in  a  safe.  Those  before  184G  are  bound.  The 
cleric  has  a  town  safe  which  is  filled  with  the  current  records,  and 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  his  store  in  a  wooden 
building.  Tlie  proprietors'  records  and  some  of  the  older  town 
records  are  in  the  public  library  building,  not  in  a  vault.  A  copy, 
however,  of  the  town  proceedings  to  180G  is  in  the  clerk's  safe. 
The  record  of  town  proceedings  from  1807  to  1818  was  burned. 
Marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
18G8.  The  collectors'  records  from  18G9  to  188G  have  been 
recovered. 

PiiiLLiPSTON  (Oct.  19,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  built  in  1891, 
containing  the  selectmen's  room  and  public  library.  A  safe,  new 
in  1.S91,  contains  a  few  of  the  clerk's  records  and  the  valuation 
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lists  from  ISOO,  with  copies  bouud  from  1823  to  that  date.  The 
clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  in  his  dwelling  where  the  other  records 
are  kept.  Tlie  first  volume  of  town  proceedings,  and  one  of  biilhs, 
marriages,  and  deaths  are  in  bad  order  and  need  repairing,  INIar- 
riage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  only  since 
1891.  Tlie  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  liave  never  l)een  indexed, 
the  index  l^ooks  furnished  b}'  the  Commonwealth  never  having  been 
put  into  the  possession  of  the  present  clerk.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  been  written  up. 

Sandwich  (Sept.  21,  1892),  Wooden  town  hall  containing  the 
town  ollice  and  public  library.  A  large  brick  vault  contains  all 
the  records  and  files  of  papers.  The  earliest  volumes  are  in  very 
bad  order.  Several  of  the  older  volumes  have  been  copied,  and 
many  rebound.  The  valuation  lists  have  been  preserved  since 
1791,  the  earlier  ones  being  in  pamphlet  form.  Marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  dates  were  not  accessible.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written 
up.  No  attention  has  apparently  been  paid  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  records  in  past  3'ears  and  they  are  in  confusion. 

Shrewsbury  (Sept.  13,  1892).  A  wooden  town  hall  used  for 
meetings  and  a  pul)lic  library.  No  records  are  kept  there.  There 
is  a  small  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling  where  the  current 
records,  and  all  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept, 
many  of  the  latter  being  copies.  The  older  records  are  in  safe 
deposit  vaults  in, Worcester.  The  volumes  of  assessors'  records 
for  the  last  four  years  are  in  possession  of  either  the  clerk  or  the 
assessors,  not  in  safes,  the  earlier  volumes  being  in  a  school  build- 
ing, not  in  safes.  The  assessors'  lists  are  complete  from  1794. 
Within  three  years  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1717  to 
1844,  and  all  records  of  the  lay-out  of  roads,  a  resurvey  of  which 
was  made  in  1804,  have  been  copied.  Many  of  the  old  volumes 
are  in  very  bad  order.  Several  of  them  have  been  coi)ied.  Cer- 
tificates of  marriage  have  been  preserved  since  1.S71,  of  births  from 
1872  and  for  18G7,  and  burial  returns  from  1872,  aud  for  1(S67  and 
1«G8.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town, 
but  the  clerk  has  made  the  demaud  under  the  new  law  for  all  from 
18G5,  and  will  probably  obtain  them.  The  rel)elliou  record  has 
been  written  up  and  recently  rewritten  in  addition. 

SouTHHORour.H  (July  12,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  a 
large  safe  new  within  three  years.    'IMie  clerk's  records  and  those 
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of  the  assessors  from  1800  are  in  this  safe.  A  small  old  safe  of 
doubtful  vakie  coutaius  mauy  of  che  early  valuation  lists  some  as 
ancieut  as  1773,  some  revolutionary  papers,  and  lay-out  of  roads, 
certificates  of  births  and  marriages,  and  other  papers  not  arranged. 
The  records  are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
volume  of  birtiis,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  badly  needs  binding. 
Tlie  valuation  books,  some  in  pamphlet  form,  covering  a  long 
period  prior  to  1860,  are  in  a  closet  unprotected.  Marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1883,  embracing 
the  term  of  the  present  clerk.  There  are  some  for  various  years 
earlier.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 
The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up,  but  there  is  a  volume 
containing  sketches  of  volunteers  which  has  been  written  with 
great  care.  The  clerk  has  in  his  possession  the  record  of  the 
Cluu'cli  of  Christ  in  Southborough,  from  1731  to  1791,  which  is  in 
very  bad  order,  and  anotlier  volume  in  good  order  from  1701  to 
1831.    These  are  kept  in  tlie  town  safe. 

SouTiiBRiDGE  (Juuc  14,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  used  for  a 
school  and  town  ollices.  A  large  vault  built  about  two  years  ago 
is  too  damp  for  use,  and  such  records  as  are  not  in  the  clerk's  office 
are  not  in  safes.  The  clerk's  office  is  in  a  brick  business  block 
where  his  records  are  kept  in  the  town  safe.  Marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  the  present  clerk  came 
into  office  in  1887,  and  there  are  probably  earlier  ones.  The  col- 
lectors' records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  valuation 
lists,  bound  from  1854,  are  in  the  town  hall,  and  the  earlier  ones 
are  probably  in  existence.  It  is  the  intention  to  put  the  records 
and  files  in  the  vault  when  it  is  dry. 

Si'ENCEii  (July  22,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  the  town 
office  and  masonic  lodge  room.  There  is  a  very  large  safe,  new  in 
1874,  used  by  the  clerk  and  all  the  boards,  to  which  eight  or  ten 
different  persons  have  keys.  All  the  records,  with  the  exception 
of  the  current  volume  which  the  clerk  keeps  in  his  own  safe  in  his 
office,  are  kept  in  this  safe,  which  is  too  full.  The  first  and  second 
volumes  of  town  proceediugs  are  in  bad  condition.  Tlie  valuation 
lists  from  1800  are  bound.  INIarriage  certificates  have  been  [)re- 
served  since  l<sr)7.  The  collectors' records  from  1800  to  1874  were 
Inu'ned  in  tlie  collector's  house.  No  others  had  been  returned  to  the 
town,  but  the  clerk  had  just  obtained  nine  ^'olumes  under  the  new 
law  passed  in  1.S92.  These  are,  however,  not  in  a  safe.  The  rebel- 
lion record  has  l)een  written  u[).  There  is  a  large  collection  of  files 
in  drawers  and  book-cases  in  the  town  hall  unprotected  from  fire. 
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Stealing  (Oct.  7,  1892).  "Wooden  towu  hall  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  clerk  has  an  old  safe  in  his  store  so  full  as  to  make 
arrangement  impossible.  A  stone  public  library  building  contains 
the  selectmen's  room,  where  there  is  a  good  vault.  This  has  been 
used  by  the  assessors  only,  the  clerk  not  wishing  to  place  his 
records  out  of  his  exclusive  control.  This  contains  the  valuation 
lists  from  1794,  all  prior  to  1800  being  unbound.  The  principal 
records  are  in  good  order,  but  those  for  the  first  fourteen  years  of 
the  town's  existence  were  burned.  Such  tiles  of  papers  as  were 
transmitted  to  the  present  clerk  are  boxed  up  in  his  store.  jNIar- 
riage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1878, 
and  there  may  be  others  not  transmitted  by  the  family  of  the 
deceased  clerk.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town,  but  a  committee  had  been  appointed  before  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  1892  to  collect  such  as  can  ])e  obtained.  The 
rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up.  The  intentions  of  mar- 
riage have  hot  been  recorded  since  18G0,  it  having  been  the  custom 
to  paste  printed  forms  into  books,  which  have  served  as  records. 

Sturbkidge  (June  14,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  a  vault 
built  within  a  few  years  in  which  the  records  are  kei)t,  excepting  a 
few  which  are  in  the  clerk's  safe  at  his  store,  and  a  few  of  the 
selectmen's  in  one  of  two  safes  which  are  in  the  hall.  One  volume 
of  town  proceedings  needs  binding.  Marriage  certificates  have 
been  preserved  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  from  1880. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  although 
effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  them.  I  found  the  usual  chest  of 
old  papers.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1738  to  181G  have  been  printed,  and  a  few^  of  those  from  that  time 
to  1844  are  in  the  public  library. 

Sl'tton  (Sept.  15,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  containing  town 
ollices,  library,  and  a  hall  for  entertainments.  There  is  a  small 
town  safe  at  the  clerk's  house  where  the  current  records  are  kept. 
All  the  records  are  in  safes,  the  important  ones  being  in  the  older 
safe.  A  few  volumes  are  in  bad  condition,  but  most  of  them  have 
been  copied.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  about  1780, 
those  from  that  date  to  1801  being  in  sheets.  Marriage  certificntes 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  three  years,  during  the 
term  of  the  present  clerk,  and  there  are  others  for  occasional  years 
from  1<S79.  The  clerk  has  recovered  the  collectors'  records  from 
l<sr>l,  with  a  few  excei)tions. 

TicMrLKTON  (Oct.  19,  1892).  IJrick  town  hall  used  also  for 
school  pnr[)oses,  and  containing  the  selectmen's  room.    A  safe 
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there  contains  the  valuation  lists,  and  the  oldest  of  the  town  records. 
Another  safe  contains  the  later  valuation  lists  and  many  of  the  files 
of  papers,  including  those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  There  is 
a  small  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling  containing  a  very  few 
volumes  of  his  records,  the  others  which  are  in  his  custody  being  on 
the  safe  or  in  bureau  drawers.  Files  of  papers  are  in  book-cases 
at  his  house.  One  volume  of  proprietors'  records  needs  binding  ; 
the  other  records  are  in  good  condition.  All  the  files  of  ancient 
papers  have  been  arranged,  and  an  index  made  of  all  the  records 
and  papers  in  the  files,  covering  the  dates  from  1733  to  1800,  and 
t  is  to  be  continued  to  date.  This  contains  also  an  alphabetical 
list  of  all  abatements  of  taxes,  and  the  names  of  enrolled  militia, 
the  list  of  all  paupers  aided,  and  of  all  town  deeds,  plans,  etc. 
There  is  another  incomplete  fde,  of  marriage  certiticates,  from  1787 
to  1835.  The  early  unbound  valuation  lists  have  been  arranged  in 
pasteboard  covers.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town.  The  arranging  and  indexing  of  the  files  is  worthy  of 
imitation. 

Upton  (June  13,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  with  a  brick  outer 
wall.  There  is  a  good  vault  in  which  there  is  a  large  safe,  and  all 
the  records  except  those  of  the  school  committee  are  in  one  or  the 
other,  all  being  in  good  condition.  The  clerk's  records  are  in  a 
compartment  of  the  safe  to  which  he  only  has  access.  INIarriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  about 
1875,  and  with  the  other  files  are  in  the  vault.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  not  been  written  up. 

UxiiRiDGE  (July  6,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  a  good 
vault  and  two  large  safes,  one  used  by  the  selectmen  and  the  other 
by  the  assessors.  The  clerk's  otlice  is  in  a  brick  building  used  for 
business  purposes  and  as  a  dwelling,  where  he  has  a  small  safe. 
All  the  records  and  most  of  the  papers  are  kept  in  the  vault  or  in 
one  of  the  safes.  The  first  and  third  volumes  of  town  proceedings 
are  in  fair  condition,  and  the  second  volume  which  is  in  bad  order 
is  being  copied.  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1727  to 
1844  have  been  copied  within  three  years,  and  are  now  being 
indexed.  The  assessors'  records  earlier  than  1821  cannot  be  found. 
]\Iarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for 
many  years  ;  some  as  early  as  1849  were  found.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  not  been  written  up. 
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"Ware  (Oct.  6,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  where  there  is  a  fine 
vault.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe,  new  in  1892,  in  his  store  in  a 
brick  business  block,  where  the  current  records  and  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept.  The  assessors  have  a  safe 
containing  their  later  valuation  books,  and  the  water  board  also  has 
one.  The  other  records  and  papers  are  kept  in  the  vault.  The 
oldest  records  have  been  rebound  and  are  in  good  condition.  The 
valuation  books  are  nearly  complete  from  1819,  and  there  are  some 
for  occasional  3^ears  as  early  as  178G.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  18GG.  The  collectors* 
records  have  been  returned  so  far  as  obtainable,  and  are  complete 
from  about  1855. 

\ 

Warren  (Oct.  6,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  containing  business 
offices.  The  clerk  is  treasurer  and  has  an  ollice  there  which  is 
open  in  business  hours.  There  is  a  small  vault  with  a  good  safe 
inside.  All  the  records  and  most  of  the  files  are  in  one  or  the 
other.  There  is  a  small  safe  also  for  the  selectmen's  current 
records,  and  the  assessors  have  a  small  safe.  The  records  are  in 
good  order  with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume  which  badly 
needs  binding.  The  valuation  lists  have  been  preserved  since 
1 788.  INIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
for  very  many  yeai"S,  there  being  some  of  as  early  date  as  18.33. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

West  Boylston  (Oct.  12,  1892).  No  town  hall.  A  wooden 
building  used  for  a  public  library,  school-room,  and  selectmen's 
room,  contains  a  safe  new  in  1888,  in  which  all  the  records  are 
kept  except  those  at  the  cleric's  house.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe, 
new  in  1888,  in  his  dwelling,  where  his  records  and  the  valuation 
books  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  are  kept.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition.  The  files  of  papers  in  the  clerk's  possession 
are  not  in  a  safe.  jNIarriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  from  1870,  and  there  are  some  for  scattering  years 
back  to  1855.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  The  valua- 
tion lists  are  complete. 

West  Brookfield  (Aug.  10,  1892).  Wooden  town  hall  con- 
taining a  good  safe  in  which  all  the  records  of  the  clerk  and 
assessors  are  kept,  except  the  current  volume  of  assessors'  records 
which  is  temporarily  in  an  old  safe.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  retui-ns  have  been  preserved  since  1880  :  these  and  some 
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files  of  papers  are  not  in  safes.  Valuation  lists  are  complete,  and 
there  are  lists  for  1803,  1820,  and  several  for  years  since  1827, 
relating  to  the  past  of  Brookfield,  now  West  Brookfield,  which  was 
not  set  off  until  1848.  All  those  prior  to  18G()  are  unbound.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town  although  the 
clerk  has  nine  or  ten  volumes  in  his  possession.  The  rebellion 
record  has  not  been  written  up. 

AYest:\iin6ter  (Oct.  17,  1892).  Woodeil  town  hall  containing 
the  selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  worthless  safe  in  the  basement 
of  the  hall  in  which  such  of  the  clerk's  records  as  are  not  at  his 
house  are  supposed  to  be  kept.  This  also  contains  the  assessors' 
records  from  about  1850.  A  small  safe  in  the  selectmen's  room 
contains  their  records  and  those  of  the  registrars  of  voters.  A 
small  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  about  a  mile  from  the  hall, 
is  full  of  the  current  records,  and  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths.  AW  the  records  of  town  proceedings  except  tlie  last 
volume,  and  the  records  of  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  18-14 
to  1853,  were  at  the  time  of  my  visit  in  Sterling  in  possession  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  writing  the  town  history.  These  records  are 
said  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  volume 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  which  needs  binding,  the  others 
are.  Files  of  papers  are  iu  boxes  and  in  an  old  book-case  used 
by  former  clerks  in  the  attic  of  the  clerk's  hduse.  ^larriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  been  filed  since  181)0,  and  there 
are  many  old  ones  among  the  boxed-up  papers.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  been  written  up.  The  clerk  has  copied,  Avithout  compensation, 
the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1741  to  1756. 

WiNCHENDON  (Oct.  16,  1892).  Brick  town  hall  used  in  part  for 
stores.  The  selectmen  have  an  office  there  and  an  old  safe  which 
is  full  of  their  records.  In  the  basement  there  is  a  safe  that 
has  been  through  a  fire,  in  which  all  the  assessors'  lists  it  will 
contain  are  kept,  the  others  not  being  in  a  safe.  The  clerk  has  a 
town  safe  in  his  own  office  in  which  he  keeps  all  his  records.  The 
proprietors'  records  and  a  few  of  the  older  volumes  have  been 
bound  ;  the  others  are  in  good  condition,  and  everything  is  in 
excellent  order.  The  clerk  has  procured  many  records  wliich  were 
missing  and  likely  to  be  destroyed,  among  them  being  the  collectors' 
records,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain  them,  and  the  road  plans. 
INIarriage  certificates  ^and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
187('),  and  there  are  some  for  scattering  years  prior  to  1872.  The 
rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up. 
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Assessors'  Records. 

The  records  of  the  assessors,  and  the  early  vahiation  lists 
which  should  he  classed  with  them,  liiive  ])een  the  most 
neglected  of  any  records  the  statutes  require  to  be  kept,  with 
the  exception  of  those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Since  1860  the  valuation  ])Ooks  have  been  of  uniform  style 
furnished  by  the  State,  and  those  are  usually  ]n"eserved, 
though  many  towns  have  lost  an  occasional  ^^olume.  In  the 
greater  part  of  the  towns  no  provision  was  made  for  keeping 
these  in  safes  until  the  agitation  occasioned  by  the  establish- 
ment of  this  commission  commenced,  and  many  towns  and 
some,  of  the  cities  have  now  no  safe  place  in  which  to  keep 
them.  From  about  1850  to  18G0  a  smaller  form  of  book 
was  furnished,  and  these  are  generally  in  existence,  often 
with  the  later  records.  From  about  1800  to  1850  pamphlets 
were  used,  and  before  that  time  either  large  sheets  or  l3ooks 
similar  to  a  bank  deposit  book.  JNIany  of  the  lists  are  lost, 
and  as  a  rule  if  those  earlier  than  1800  are  in  existence  they 
are  either  in  private  possession  or  stowed  away  in  out-of-the- 
way  places.  In  examining  the  contents  of  the  old  chests 
found  in  very  many  of  the  towns  —  chests  that  were  formerly 
the  town  safe  —  I  have  found  many  lists  that  were  supposed 
to  be  lost.  Considering  the  state  of  aftairs  existing  in  1885 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  town  clerks  knew  little  or 
nothing  about  the  assessors'  records  or  valuation  lists,  and 
usually  made  no  report  about  them  for  publication  in  the  hrst 
report  upon  the  records.  As  these  lists  have  a  money  value 
in  pauper  settlement  cases,  not  fully  appreciated  until  they 
are  wanted  and  not  found,  and  a  historical  value  by  locating 
persons  at  different  periods,  it  seems  advisable  to  present  the 
sup[)lementary  information  which  I  gathered  in  regard  to 
them  at  the  time  of  my  visits.  This  is  arranged  by  counties 
and  towns. 

For  towns  not  yet  visited  no  information  is  i)resented,  and 
in  some  visited  none  could  ])e  gained  owing  to  the  uncertainty 
of  the  location  of  the  records,  or  ina1)ility  to  tind  any  one 
having  access  to  them.  This  condition  of  affairs  is  of  course 
in  utter  violation  of  the  law,  which  re(|uires  that  public 
records  shall  be  open  at  all  times  foi*  ins}iection. 
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Brewster, 

Dennis, 

Harwich, 


Orleans,  . 
Sandwich, 


County  of  Barnstable. 
For  1838,  and  from  1811  to  1892  inclusive. 
From  1794. 

Many  old  lists,  the  dates  not  being  accessible,  and 

all  of  the  bound  volumes. 
Complete  with  few  exceptions  from  1797. 
From  1791. 


Adams,  .... 
Dalton,     .    .    o  . 

Great  Barrington, . 

rittsfield,  .... 
A  Vest  ^tockbridge. 


County  of  Berkshire. 
From  1872.    Older  lists  burned. 
For  occasional  years  from  1824  to  1840  inclusive, 

and  complete  since. 
Many  early  lists  in  sheets,  the  dates  not  being 

accessible,  and  all  of  the  bound  volumes. 
From  1772  to  1817,  and  from  1831  to  1892  inclusive. 
From  1799  to  18UG  inclusive;  from  1808  to  1812 

inclusive ;  and  from  1822  to  1892  inclusive. 


Attleborough, 
Dartmouth,  . 


Dighton,  . 
Fall  Kiver, 

Freetown, 

IManslield, 
Swansea,  . 

Westport, 


County  of  Bristol. 

Copies  from  1794  and  originals  for  later  years. 

From  1858  in  the  custody  of  the  assessors. 
Twenty  volumes  lor  occasional  earlier  years 
are  with  the  ioww  clerk.  Still  earlier  are 
believed  to  be  in  the  tow^n. 

From  1830. 

From  1841  to  1844  inclusive ;  for  1847  ;  and  from 
185G  to  1892  inclusive.    All  others  were  bunmd. 

For  182G  ;  from  18;U  to  1833  inclusive  ;  and  from 
1835  to  1892  inclusive. 

From  182G. 

For  1823  ;  all  or  parts  from  1831  to  1855  inclusive  ; 

and  from  185G  to  1892  inclusive. 
From  1824. 


Cottage  City, 


County  of  Dukes  County. 
From  1880. 


And  over, 
Beverly, 
lk).\ford, 
Bradford, 

Hamilton, 
Haverhill, 
Ipswich, 


County  of  Essex 
From  1G80. 
From  1754. 
From  1711. 

There  arc  many  old  lists,  the  dates  not  being  acces- 
sible, and  volumes  from  179G. 
Nearly  complete  from  17!)7. 
Nearly  complete  from  1722. 

For  many  ocu-asional  years  between  1729  and  1752, 
and  complete  since. 


38 


REPOKT  ON  PUBLIC  EECOKDS. 


[Jan. 


Lawrence, 
Lvnn,  .  . 


Methnen,  . 
]\Ii(l(lleton, 
Newbury, 


Saugus, 
Wenliam, 


From  1847. 

For  occasional  years  from  1798  to  1812  inclusive ; 

and  from  18oU  to  1892  inclusive.    All  others 

were  burned. 
From  1725. 
From  HoO. 

From  1G84,  those  to  1G88  inclusive  being  copied  in 

the  records  of  town  proceedings. 
From  1815. 

From  1731  to  1777  inclusive,  and  from  1783  to  1892 
inclusive. 


Greenfield,   .  . 


Oranire, 


County  of  Franklin. 
From  1775  to  1785  inclusive,  and  from  1820  to  1892 

inclusive.    There  are  many  others  in  sheets 

but  the  dates  were  not  accessible. 
From  1828. 


County  of  IIamjxle?i. 
Ilolyoke,  ....    From  1850. 
Palnu;r,    ....    Nearly  complete  from  1791. 
Springfield,  .    .    .    Incomplete  to  1731 ;  complete  from  1806. 


County  of  Hampshire. 
Northampton,   .    .    From  1820, 

Ware,  For  occasional  years  from  1780  to  1819,  and  com- 
plete since. 


County  of  Middlesex, 


Acton,  .... 

.    From  1772. 

Ashby,.    .    .  . 

.    From  1790. 

Billcrica,  .    .  . 

.    From  1822,  excepting  1823  and  1825. 

r>oxl)()rougli. 

.    From  1795. 

Burlington,  .  . 

.    There  are  many  early  lists  the  dates  of  which  are 

inaccessible,  and  most  of  the  bound  volumes. 

Cambridge,  .  . 

.    From  1820. 

Carlisle,   .    .  . 

.    From  1755,  the  earliest  being  copied  in  the  records 

of  town  i)roceedings. 

Dunstable,    .  . 

.    From  1800. 

Framingham,  . 

.    From  1787.  . 

(iroton,     .    .  . 

.    For  17G7,  17G9,  and  1773;  from  1775  to  1795  inclu- 

sive ;  for  1797  and  1799  ;  uud  from  1804  to  1892 

inclusive. 

Ilolliston, .    .  . 

.    From  1825. 

llopkinton,   .  . 

.    From  1881.    Earlier  burned. 

Lincoln,    .    .  . 

.    Nearly  coniplet(i  IVom  17G1. 

Maiden,   .    .  . 

.    From  1795  to  1803  inclusive;  and  complcle  from 

18G3. 
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Maynunl, ....    From  1872. 

Medlbrd,  From  l(]8i  to  1793  the  tax  lists  are  co])icd  into  the 

volumes  of  records  of  town  proceedings  ;  from 
that  time  to  date  they  are  bound  separately. 


Natick,     .    .  . 

.    From  177;). 

Xortli  lveadin<^, 

.    Complete  either  as  copies  or  originals. 

Sudbury,  .    .  . 

.    From  1778. 

Tewksbury,  .  . 

.    From  1831. 

Townsend,    .  . 

.    Certainly  from  1789,  and  possibly  earlier. 

AVakefield,    .  . 

.    From  1812. 

Waltham,     .  . 

.    From  1738. 

A^'aterto^vn,  .  . 

.    From  1759. 

AVestford,     .  . 

.    From  1747. 

Wiluiing-ton, 

.    From  1730. 

AVinehester,  .  . 

.    From  1850. 

Woburn,  .    .  . 

.    From  1779. 

Nantucket, 


County  of  Nantucket. 
From  18-10. 


Bellingham, 


lirookline, 

Canton, 

Cohasset,  . 
Fox borough, 
]M('(hvay,  . 
iNlillon, 

Norlolk,  . 

Quincy, 

lvandol})h, 

Sharon, 

Stoughton, 

AVellesley, 

Wreutham, 


County  of  Norfolk. 

From  17()4  to  17G7  inclusive;  for  1771,  1772,  1773, 
177G,  1778,  and  1779;  from  1781  to  1784  inclu- 
sive; for  1789  and  1790;  from  1792  to  1797 
inclusive;  for  l.SOO;  from  1803  to  1805;  and 
from  1808  to  1892  inclusive. 

There  are  many  early  lists,  the  dates  not  being 
accessible,  and  volumes  com] )1  etc  from  1841. 

Forl79li;  from  1799  to  1834;  from  183G  to  1847; 
and  from  1850  to  1892  inclusive. 

Apparently'  comi)lete  from  1753. 

Nearly  complete  from  1780, 

From  18.')  1. 

From  1G78,  the  earliest  of  these  being  copied  in  the 

volumes  of  town  proceedings. 
From  1870. 
From  1792. 
From  1821. 

Comj)let(i  either  as  copies  or  originals. 
From  1727. 
From  1881. 
From  17G8. 


County  of  Plymouth. 
Abington,     .    .    ,    From  1783. 

liridgewater,    .    .    For  I7(i3,  17G4,  and  1790  ;  and  nearly  complete  Irom 
179G. 

1)  rock  ton, .    .    .    .    From  ls21. 
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